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CHAPTER |
OH, SUSANNAH!

SOVEMHERE IN THS BOOK | MUST WRTE A PARAGRAPH EXCLUSVELY
ABOUT MYSELF. THE FACT THAT IN THE OUTCOME OF ALL THESE STRRNG
EVENTS | HAVE ENDED AS A MERE BOOKKEEFER IS PERHAPS A GOOD
REASON WHY ONE PARAGRAPH WILL BE ENOUGH. IN My YOUTH | HAD
DREANVS A-PLENTY; BUT THE EVENT AND THE PECULIAR TWIST OF MY OWN
TEMPERAVENT FREVENTED THER FULFLMENT. PERHAPS IN A MORE
SQUEAMSH AGE-AND YET THAT IS NOT FAR, HTHER, TO THE MEN
WHOSE DESTINES | AM TRYING TO RECORD. SUFFICE IT THEN THAT OF
THESE MEN | HAVE BEEN THE FREND AND COMPANION, OF THESE
OCCASIONS | HAVE BEEN A PART, AND THAT THE VERY LACKS AND
RESERVATIONS OF MY OAN CHARACTER THAT HAVE KEPT ME TO A
SUBORDINATE FOSITION AND A LITTLE GARDEN HAVE FROBABLY MADE
MVE THE BETTER SPECTATOR. WHCH IS A LONGER PARAGRAPH ABOUT
myself than | had purposed writing.

THEREFORE | WILL PASS OVER BREFLY THE VAROUS REASONS,
ROVANTIC AND PRACTICAL, WHY | DECIDED TO JOIN THE GOLD RUSH TO
CALIFORNA IN THE YEAR 1849. IT WAS IN THE AR, AND | WAS THEN OF A
romantic and adventurous disposition.

THE FIRST NBAS OF THE GOLD DISCOVERY FLTERED TO US IN A
ROUNDABOUT WAY THROUGH VESSELS TO THE SANDMCH ISLANDS, and
THEN APPEARED AGAN IN THE COLUVNS OF SOME BALTIMORE FAFER
EVERYBODY LAUGHED AT THE RUMOUR, BUT EVERYBODY REVBVBERED
IT. THE LAND WAS INFINTELY REMOTE, AND THEN, AS NOW, ROMANCE
INCREASES AS THE SQUARE OF THE DISTANCE. THERE MGHT WELL BE
GOLD THERE, BUT MORE AUTHENTIC WERE THE REFORTS OF FLEAS,
RAWHDES, AND A DREED-UP COAST. MINSTREL SHOWS MADE A GOOD
DEAL OF FUN OF IT ALL, | RevBVBER. THEN, WHEN WE WERE OF A BROAD



GRN, CAME THE PUBLICATION OF THE LETTER WRTTEN BY GOVERNOR
MAsSON TO THE WAR DERARTMENT. THAT WAS A SOBER OFFICAL
document, and had to be believed, but it read like a fairy tale.

“l HAVE NO HESITATION IN SAYING,” WROTE THE GOVERNOR, “THAT
THERE IS MORE GOLD IN THE COUNTRY DRAINED BY THE SACRANENTO
AND SAN JOAQUN RVERS THAN WOULD RAY THE COSTS OF THE LATE WAR
WITH MEXICO A HUNDRED TIVES OVER” AND HE THEN WENT ON TO
REFORT IN DETAIL BIG NUGGETS AND BIG WASHNGS, MENTIONNG MVEN,
FLACES, DATES, N A CRCUVSTANTAL NMANNER THAT CARRED
conviction.

OUR BROAD GRNS FADED. THE MNSTRELS' JOKES CHANGED COLOLR.
AS | LOOK BACK, IT SEBVS TO ME THAT | CAN ALMOST SEE WITH THE
PHYSICAL EYE THE BROAD RESTLESS UPHEAVAL BENEATH THE SURFACE
of all society. The Mexican war was just over, and the veterans—
YOUNG VETERANS ALL—FILLED WITH THE SPRT OF ADVENTURE TURNED
EAGERLY TOWARD THS GLITTERNG NEW BVMPRSE. OUT IN THE SMALL
VILLAGES, ON THE SMALL FARVS, THE NEAS WAS TALKED OVER
SEROUSLY, ALMOST WITHOUT EXCITEVENT, AS OFFERNG A POSSBLE
MEANS OF LIFTING THE BURDEN WAR HAD LAID. FAMLIES STRAINED THER
RESOURCES, MORTGAGED THER POSSESSIONS, TO EQUP AND SEND
their single strongest members to make the common fortune.

THEN CANE THE SONG THAT CAUGHT THE FOPULAR EAR, AND THE
RUSH WAS ON. MOST GREAT MOVEVENTS ARE DONE TO SONG,
GENERALLY COMVONRLACE. [T WAS SO IN THS INSTANCE Oh,
Susannah! OR RATHRR A MODIFICATION OF THE ORGINAL MADE TO AT
THE OCCASION, FIRST SUNG IN SOVE MNSTREL SHOW, RAN LIKE FIRE IN
THE TINDER OF MEN'S EXQITED HOPES. FROM EVERY STAGE, ON EVERY
STREET CORNER, IN EVERY RESTAURANT AND HOTEL IT WAS SUNG, PLAYED,
AND WHSTLED. AT THE SOUND OF ITS FIRST NOTES THE AUDIENCE ALWAY'S
sprang to its feet and cheered like mad.

THE DESRE TO GO TO EL DORADO WAS UNVERSAL, AND ALMOST
IRRESISTIBLE. THE ABLITY TO GO WAS MUCH MORE CRCUMSCRBED.
FOR ONE THNG, IT OOST A GOOD DEAL OF MONEY; AND THAT WAS



where | BOGGED DOWN AT THE FIRST PULL. THEN | SUFPOSE A MAJORITY
DD HAVE TES OF FAMLY, BUSNESS OR OTHER RESPONSBLITES
IMPOSSIBLE TO SHAKE OFF. HOWEVER, WE ALL JOINED ONE OR MORE OF
THE VAROUS OLUBS FORVED FOR THE PURPOSE OF GETTING AT LEAST
SOME OF THER MEVBERS TO CALIFORNA; AND DISCUSSED HEATEDLY

THE MERTS OF THE DIFFERENT ROUTES; AND WENT INTO MNUTE AND
FASCINATING DETALLS AS TO PROCESSES OF WHCH WE KNEW LESS THAN
NOTHNG, AND SANG ~ Oh, Susannah! AND TALKED OURSELVES INTO A
GLORFIED FEVER OF EXCITEVENT; AND WENT HOME WITH OUR HEADS IN

THE CLOUDS. ONCE IN A GREAT WHLE SOME OF THESE CLUBS CAME TO
SOMETHNG-AS A BODY | MEAN, FOR INDVIDUAL NEVBERS WERE
CONSTANTLY WORKING THEVSELVES WP THE SUMMT OF RESOLUTION TO
RUSH HEADLONG AND REGARDLESS DOWN THE OTHER SIDE AND OUT OF
OWR SIGHT. WHEN A MAN HAD REACHED A CERIAN PITCH OF
EXCITEVENT HE RAN AMUCK. HE SOLD ANYTHNG, DESERTED ANYTHNG,
BROKE THROUGH ANYTHNG IN THE  WAY OF FAMLY, RESFONSBLITY, OR
FINANCAL LACKS IN ORDER TO GO. BUT, AS | SAY, OCCASIONALLY ONE OF
THESE CLUBS POOLED ITS INDIVIDUAL RESOURCES AND BOUGHT SOMVE

OLD TUB OF A WHALER, OR OUTHITTED A WAGON TRAIN, AND STARTED OFF.
BUT GENERALLY WE GOT ONLY AS FARAS Oh, Susannah! | RevBVBER
ONCE, IN COMING OUT FROM ONE OF OUR MEETINGS, FINDING MYSELF
NEXT A SOLEVN AND EARNEST YOUTH ORIGINALLY FROM MY OAN RURAL
VILLAGE. HE WALKED BY MY SIDE FOR SEVERAL SQUARES LOST IN A
brown study. Then suddenly he looked up.

“FRANK,” SAID HE WITH CONVICTION, “I BELIEVE F'LL GO. | KNOW MOST
OF THS TALK IS WILDLY EXAGGERATED, BUT I'M SENSIBLE ENOUGH TO
DISOCOUNT ALL THAT SORT OF THNG AND TO DISBELIEVE ABSURD STORES. |
SHAN'T GO WITH THE SLIGHTEST NOTION OF FINDNG THE THNG TRUE, BUT
WILL BE SATISFIED IF | DO REASONABLY WELL. IN FACT, IF | DON'T AICK P
more than a hatful of gold a day, | shall be perfectly satisfied.”

Which remark sufficiently indicates about where we all were!









CHAPTER Il
THE HAMMERLOCK

WE HAD MANY SORTS OF MEN IN OUR CLUB, BUT NEARLY ALL YOUNG.
ONE, IN ESPECAL, EARY ATTRACTED MY ATTENTION, AND HELD T
THROUGH ALL THE CHANGING VICISSITUDES OF OUR MANY MEETINGS. |
SAY ATTRACTED ME, THOUGH FASCINATED WOULD BE PERHAPS THE
BETTER WORD, FOR AFTER THE FIRST EVENNG OF HS ATTENDANCE | USED
deliberately so to place myself that | could watch him.

HE CAME ALWAYS IN A RATHER WORN MLITARY CAFE, WHCH ON
ENTERNG THE DOOR HE FROVPILY THREW BACK IN SUCH A MANNER AS
TO DSRAY THE RED LNNG. THS SEBVED AN APFROFRATE
ENVELOPVENT OF HS FLAMNG, BUOYANT PERSONALITY. HE WALKED
WITH HS CHN UP AND HS BACK STRAIGHT, AND TROD DIRECTLY ON AND
OVER THE ENDS OF HIS TOES SO THAT HE SEEVED FAIRLY TO SPRING WITH
VIGOLR HIS BODY WAS VERY ERECT AND TALL AND FLIANT, BENDNG
EASLY TO EVERY CHANGE OF BALANCE. IF | WERE NEVER TO HAVE SEEN
HS FACE AT ALL | SHOULD HAVE FLACED HM AS ONE OF THE LAUGHNG
SPRTS OF THE WORLD. HIS HEAD WAS RATHER SMALL, ROUND, WELL
POISED, WTH SOFT CLOSE-SET RNGLETS ALL OVER IT LIKE A CAP, IN THE
FASHON OF SOVE MARBLE GODS | HAVE SEEN. HE HAD VERY REGULAR,
HANDSOMVE FEATURES, WITH A CLEAR, BISCUT-BROWN OOMPLEXION,
AND A CLOSE-CLIFFED, STUBBY, LIGHT MOUSTACHE. ALL THESE THNGS
WERE INTERESTING AND ATTRACTIVE, THOUGH NO MORE SO THAN ARE THE
VIGOUR AND BEAUTY OF ANY PERFECT ANMAL. BUT THE QUALITY OF HS
EYES FLACED HM, AT LEAST TO ME, IN A CLASS ARART. THEY WERE
SOBER, OLEAR EYES, THAT LOOKED OUT GRAY AND CONTEMALATIVE ON
THE WORLD ABOUT THEM, SO THAT ONE GOT THE INSTANT INPRESSION OF
A SOUL BEHND THEM THAT WEGHED AND JUDGED. INDEED THEY WERE
NOT LAUGHNG EYES AT ALL, AND RATHER NEGATIVED THE IMFRESSION



MADE BY THE MAN'S GENERAL BEARNG. BUT SOVBAMHERE DOAN IN
THEM SOVETHING FLICKERED LIKE A STRONG BURNING CANDLE IN A BRISK
WIND. OCCASIONALLY IT WAS ALMOST OUT, THEN AGAN IT BLAZED WP
CLEAR, SO THAT ONE THOUGHT TO SEE IT ALAINLY THROUGH THE STEADY
BROODNG LOOK. [T ALWAYS FASCINATED THE BEHOLDER, FOR IT WAS
MYSTEROUS. WHETHER IT CAME AND WENT, GREW AND SHRANK,
FOLLOWING DELICATELY THE MOODS OR REFLECTIONS OF THE SPRT WITHN,
OR WHETHRR T WAS A PURALY FORTUTOUS EFFECT OF LIGHT AND
REFRACTION, NO MAN WAS EVER ABLE TO SAY. AND SOVE MEN LATER
MADE SOME VERY BAD GUESSES. | MYSELF THNK IT WAS THE DEVIL OF
GENUS—A DEVIL BEHND THE STEADY CONTROL OF A CLEAR BRAN. His
name, | soon discovered, was Talbot Ward.

AT THS PEROD | WAS STARTING IN AS AN ASSISTANT BOOKKEEFER TO
A LARGE EXFORTNG FRVM. THEY WERE ENTERFRSING PEOFLE, AND
ALREADY THEY WERE LAYING FLANS TO CAPTURE SOME OF THE
CALFORNA TRADE. THE OFFICE TALK | HEARD CONCERNNG THE
PURCHASE OF SHIPS, THE CONSIGNVENT OF ARMS, THE ENGAGEVENT
OF CAPTANS AND OF CREWS FURTHER INFLAVED MY IMAGINATION. |
RECEVED THE VAST SUM OF NINE DOLLARS FER WEEK. AS | WAS QUITE
ALONE IN THE WORLD, AND POSSESSED NO OTHER RESOURCES, THE
SAVING OF THE FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS AGREED UPON AS THE LEAST SUM
WITH WHCH IT WAS POSSIBLE TO GET TO CALIFORNA WAS FAIRLY OUT OF
all question.

ONE EVENNG, AFTER THE MEETING, TO MY GREAT SURFRISE, WARD
FELL INTO STEP WTH ME. WE HAD UP TO THAT MOVENT NEVER
exchanged a word.

“In New York long?” he demanded.

“About six months,” I told him.

“Farm bred, of course?” he remarked. “Where?”

“ASHBURY IN VERVONT,” | REPLIED, WITHOUT THE SLIGHTEST FEELING
that he was intrusive.

HE STOPPED SHORT IN THE STREET AND LOOKED ME UP AND DOWN
reflectively, but without comment.



“I'VE BEEN WATCHNG YOU AT THESE FOOL MEETINGS,” SAD FHE,
falling into step again.

IN SATE OF MYSELF | EXPERENCED A GLON OF GRATIFICATION AT
having been the object of his interest.

“Fool meetings?” | echoed inquiringly.

“SUPFOSE, BY A MRACLE, ALL THAT LOT COULD AGREE, AND COULD
START FOR CALIFORNA TO-MORROW, IN A BODY—THAT'S WHAT THEY ARE
ORGANZED FOR, | BELIEVE” HE COUNTERED-"WOULD YOU GO \WTH
them?”

“Why not?”

“MARTIN IS WHY NOT; AND FOWLER IS WHY NOT; AND THAT LITTLE SMTH
RUNT, AND SIX OR BGHT OTHERS. THEY ARE WEAK SISTERS. IF YOU ARE
GOING INTO A THING, GO INTO IT WITH THE STRONG MEN. | WOULDN'T GO
WITH THAT CROAD TO A SNAKE FIGHT IF IT WAS TWELVE MLES AWAY.
Where do you live?”

“West Ninth Street.”

“That's not far. Have you a good big room?”

“| HAVE A VERY SMALL HALL BEDROOM,” | REFLIED WONDERNGLY; “A
number of us have the whole of the top floor.”

SOVEHOW, | MUST REPEAT, THS UNEXFLAINED INTRUSION OF A TOTAL
stranger into my private affairs did not offend.

“Then you must have a big sitting-room. How many of you?”

“Four.”

“Can you lick all the others?”

| STOPPED TO LAUGH. BY SOVE SHREAD GUESS HE HAD HIT ON OLR
CHEF DFFICLLTY AS A COMMUNTY. WE WERE ALL FOUR OOUNTRY BOYS
WITH A GOOD DEAL OF RESIDUARY ENERGY AND HGH SPRITS; AND WE
were not popular with the tenants underneath.

“You see I'm pretty big—" | reminded him.

“YES, | SEE YOU ARE. THAT'S WHY 'MWITH YOU. DO YOU THNK YOU
can lick me?”



| stopped short again, in surprise.

“What in blazes—" I began.

HE LAUGHED, AND THE DEVILS IN HS EYES DANCED RGHT OUT TO THE
surface of them.

“l asked you a plain question,” he said, “and I'd like the favour
OF A FLAN ANSWER. DO YOU THNK YOU CAN LICK NE AS WELL AS YOR
rural friends?”

“Ican,” said | shortly.

He ran his arm through mine eagerly.

“Come onl!” he cried, “on to West Ninth!”

WE FOUND TWO OF MY ROOMVATES SMOKING AND TALKING BEFORE
THE TNY OPEN FIRE. TALBOT WARD, FULL OF THE BUSINESS IN HAND,
rushed directly at the matter once the introductions were over.

OUR ARRANGEVENTS WERE VERY SIMPLE, THE CHAIRS WERE FEW AND
pushed back easily, and we had an old set of gloves.

“Which is it to be?”  asked my guest, “boxing or wrestling?”

“| SAD YOU COUDNT lick NE” HE REFLIED. “BOXING IS A GAME
with rules; itisn't fighting at all.”

“YOU WANT TO BITE AND GOUGE AND SCRATCH, THEN?” SAD |,
greatly amused.

“l DO NOT; THEY WOULD NOT BE FARR, A FIGHT'S A FIGHT; BUT A MAN
CAN BE DECENT WITH IT ALL. WELL PUT ON THE GLOVES, AND WELL HT
and wrestle both—in fact, we'll fight.”

He began rapidly to strip.

“WOULD YOU EXPECT TO GET OFF YOUR CLOTHES IN A REAL FIGHT?” |
asked him a little sardonically.

“IF lexpected TO FGHT, YES!” sAD HE “WHY NOT? DIDNT THE
GREEK AND ROVAN AND HEBREW AND HUN AND EVERY OTHER GOOD
OLD FIGHTER ‘STRP FOR THE FRAY’ WHEN HE GOT A CHANCE? OF COURSH!
Take off your shirt, man!”

| BEGAN ALSO TO STRP FOR THS STRANGE OONTEST WHOSE RULES



SEBVED TO BE MADE LP FROM A JUDICIOUS SELECTION OF GENERAL
principles by Talbot Ward.

My OFFONENT'S BODY WAS AS BEAUTIFUL AS HS HEAD. THE
SMOOTH WHTE SKIN COVERED LONG MUSCLES THAT RFPLED BENEATH IT
WITH EVERY SLIGHTEST MOTION. THE CHEST WAS DEEP, THE WAIST AND
HPS NARROW, THE SHOULDERS WELL ROUNDED. IN CONTRAST MY OWN BIG
FROMINENT MUSCLES, TRAINED BY HEAVY FARM WORK OF MY EARY
YOUTH, SEEVED TO MOVE SLOWLY, TO KNOT SLUGGISHY THOUGH
POWERFULLY. NEVERTHELESS | JUDGED AT A GLANCE THAT MY STRENGTH
OOULD NOT BUT PROVE GREATER THAN HS. IN A BOXING MATCH HS LITHE
quickness might win—provided he had the skill to direct it. Butin
A GENUNE FGHT, WITHN THE CRCUMSCRBED AND HANFERNG
DIVENSIONS OF OUR LITTLE ROOM, | THOUGHT MY OWN RATHER UNUSUAL
FOWER MUST CRUSH HM. THE ONLY UNKNOWN QUANTITY WAS THE SPRIT
OR GAMENESS OF US TWO. | HAD NO GREAT DOUBT OF MY OWN
DETERMNATION IN' THAT RESFECT—| HAD BEEN ON TOO MANY LOG-
DRVES TO FEAR PERSONAL ENOCOUNTER. AND CERIANLY TALBOT WARD
seemed to show nothing but eager interest.

“YOU DON'T SHOW UP FOR WHAT YOU ARE IN YOUR CLOTHES,” SAD HE.
“This is going to be more fun than I had thought.”

My ROOMVATES PERCHED ON THE TABLE AND THE MANTELRECE OUT
of the way. | asked the length of the rounds.

“Rounps!” BcHOED TALBOT WARD WITH A FLASH OF TEETH BENEATH
HS LITTLE MOUSTACHE. “DID YOU EVER HEAR OF ROUNDS IN A REAL
fight?”

WIMH THE WORDS HE SPRANG FORWARD AND HT ME TWICE THE
BLOWS STARTED AT THE VERY TOE OF HS FOOT, AND THEY SHOOK ME AS
NO BLOWS, EVEN WITH THE BARE FIST, HAVE EVER SHAKEN ME BEFORE
OR SINCE. COVALETELY DAZED, | STRUCK BACK, BUT ENCOUNTERED ONLY
THE BWPTY AR FOUR OR FIVE TIVES, FROM SOVBAHERE, THESE PLE-
DRVER FISTS DESCENDED UPON ME. BEING NOW FREFARED, TO SOVE
EXTENT, | RAISED MY ELBOAS AND MANAGED TO DEFEND MY NECK
AND JAWS. THE ATTACK WAS IMVEDIATELY TRANSFERRED TO MY BODY,



BUT | STIFFENED MY MUSCLES THANKFULLY AND TOOK THE FUNISHVENT.
MY RVER AND FARM WORK HAD SO HARDENED VE THERE THAT | BELIEVE
| COULD HAVE TAKEN THE KICK OF A MULE WTHOUT DAMAGE WERE |
expecting it.

THE RESAITE ENABLED MY BRAN TO OLEAR | RECOVERED SLOWLY
FROM THE EFFECT OF THOSE FIRST TWO VICIOUS BLOWS. | saw WARD, HS
EYES NARROWED CALCULATINGLY, HS BODY SWINGNG FORWARD LIKE A
WHALEBONE SPRING, DELIVERNG HS ATTACK WITH NICE ACCURACY. A
SLOW ANGER GLOWED THROUGH ME. HE HAD BEGUN WITHOUT THE LEAST
warning: had caught me absolutely unaware. | hit back.

HE WAS SO INTENT ON HS OWN ASSAULT, SO CERIAN OF THE
BLINDNG EFFECT OF HS FIRST ATIACK, THAT | HT HM | SAW HS HEAD
SNAP BACK, AND THE BLOOD OONVE FROM HS LIPS. THE BLOWS WERE
WEAK, FOR | WAS STILL DAZED; BUT THEY SERVED, TOGETHER WITH THE
SLOW BURN OF MY ANGER, GREATLY TO STEADY ME. WE WERE ONCE
more on equal terms.

FOR PERHAPS TWO MNUTES | TRED TO EXCHANGE WITH HM. HE
WAS IN AND OUT LIKE LIGHTNING, HE LANDED ON NE HARD ALMOST
EVERY TIVE, HE ESCAPED NINE OUT OF TEN OF MY RETURN COUNTERS.
DECDEDLY | WAS GETTING THE WORST OF THS; THOUGH MY HEAVIER
BODY TOOK PUNISHVENT BETTER THAN HS LIGHTER AND MORE NERVOUS
FRAMVE. THEN SUDDENLY T OOCURRED TO ME THAT | WAS RLAYING HS
GANE FOR HM. AS LONG AS HE OOULD KEEP AWAY FROM ME, HE WAS
at an advantage. My best chance was to close.

FROM THAT MOVENT | TOOK THE AGGRESSVE, AND WAS N
OONSEQUENCE THE MORE PUNISHED. MY RUSHES TO OLOSE IN WERE
SKILFULLY ELUDED; AND THEY GENERALLY LAID NE WIDE OFEN. MY HEAD
WAS SINGING, AND MY SIGHT UNCERTAIN; THOUGH | WAS IN NO REAL
DISTRESS. WARD DANCED AWAY AND SLIFFED AROUND TENSE AS A
panther.

THEN, BY A VERY SIMPLE RUSE, | GOT HOLD OF HM. | FENTED AT
RUSHNG HM, STOFFED AND HT INSTEAD, AND THEN, FOLLOMNG
CLOSHY THE BLOW, MANAGED TO SHZE HS ARM. FOR TEN SECONDS



HE JERKED AND TWISTED AND STRUGGLED TO RELEASE HVSELF. THEN
SUDDENLY HE GAVE THAT UP, DOVE FORWARD, AND CAUGHT ME N A
grapevine.

HE WAS A FARY SKILFUL WRESTLER, AND VERY STRONG. [T WAS AS
though he were made of whalebone springs. But never yet have
| MET A MAN OF MY WEGHT WHO POSSESSED THE SAME SOLD
STRENGTH, AND WARD WOULD TIP THE SCALES AT CONSIDERABLY LESS. |
broke his hold, and went after him.

HE WAS AS LIVELY AS AN EXCEEDINGLY SLIFFERY FISH. TIVE AFTER
TIVE HE ALL BUT WRIGGLED FROM MY GRASP; AND TIVE AFTER TIVE HE
BROKE MY HOLD BY SHEER AGLITY. HIS EXERTIONS MUST HAVE BEEN TO
HM SOMVETHNG TERRBLE, FOR THEY REQURED EVERY OUNCE OF HS
STRENGTH AT THE GREATEST SPEED. | COULD, OF COURSE, TAKE IT MUCH
EASER, AND EVERY INSTANT | BXPECTED TO FEEL HM WEAKEN
BENEATH MY HANDS; BUT AFFARNTLY HE WAS AS VIGOROUS AS EVER
HE WAS IN EXCELLENT TRAINNG. AT LAST, HOWEVER, | MANAGED TO JERK
HM WHRLING FAST ME, TO THROW HS FEET FROM UNDER HM, AND TO
DROP HM BENEATH ME. AS HE FELL HE TWISTED, AND BY A SHEER
fluke I caught his wrist.

THUS THROUGH NO GREAT SKILL OF MY OWN THE FORTUNES OF WAR HAD
given me a hammerlock on him. Most people know what that is.
ANY ONE ELSE CAN FIND OUT BY FLACNG HS FOREARM ACROSS THE
SVALL OF HS BACK AND THEN GETTING SOVEBODY ELSE TO PRESS
UPWARD ON THE FOREARM. THE GREX STATLE OF “THE WRESTLERS”
ILLUSTRATES IT. AS THE PRESSURE INOREASES, SO DOES THE FAN.
VWHEN THE FAIN BECOVES INTENSE ENOUGH, THE WRESTLER ROLLS OVER
AND THE CONTEST IS WON. SOVE PEOFLE CAN STAND IT LONGER THAN
OTHERS; BUT ALL SOONER OR LATER MUST GVE WP. IN FACT, SKLLED
WRESTLERS, KNOWING THAT OTHERWISE THE INEVITABLE BND IS A BROKEN
ARM, SAVE THEVSHVES MUCH TRBUATION BY IMVEDATELY
conceding the bout once this deadly hold is gained.

I began to force Talbot Ward’s hand slowly up his back.

VERY GENTLY, AN INCH AT A TIVE, | PRESSED. HE SAID NOTHING.



ONCE HE ATTEVPTED TO SLIP SIDEWISE; BUT FINDING ME OF COURSE
FULLY PREFARED FOR THAT, HE INSTANTLY CEASED STRUGGLING. AFTER | HAD
pushed the hand to the hurting point, | stopped.

“Well?” said I.

He said nothing.

NOW | WAS YOUNG, AND NONE TOO WELL DISORLINED, HEATED BY
CONTEST, AND VERY ANGRY AT HAVING BEEN SO UNEXPECTEDLY
ATTACKED AT THE BEGINNING. | WAS QUITE WILLING TO HURT HM A LITTLE.
SLOMY AND STEADLY, AND, | AM ASHAMED TO SAY, WITH
OONSIDERABLE SATISFACTION, | PRESSED THE ARM UPWARD. THE FAIN
MUST HAVE BEEN INTENSE. | COULD FEEL THE MAN'S BODY QUVER
BETWEEN MY KNEES, AND SAW THE SWEAT BREAK OUT AFRESH. STILL
HE MADE NO SIGN, BUT DUG HS FOREHEAD INTO THE FLOOR. “l CAN
stand this as long as you can,” said | to myself grimly.

BUT AT LAST | REACHED THE POINT WHERE | KNEW THAT ANOTHER INCH,
another pound, would break the bone.

“Do you give up?” | demanded.

“No!” he gasped explosively.

“I'l break your arm!” I snarled at him.

He made no reply.

THE BLOOD WAS RUNNING INTO MY EYES FROM A SMVALL SCRAFE ON
MY FOREHEAD. [T WAS NOTHING, BUT IT ANNOYED ME. | WAS BRUSED
AND HEATED AND MAD. EVERY BT OF ANTAGONSM N NE WAS
aroused. As far as | was concerned, it was a very real fight.

“All right,” 1 growled, “I'll keep you there then, damn you!”

HOLDNG THE ARM IN THE SAME POSITION, | SETTLED MYSELF. THE
PAN TO THE POOR CHAP MUST HAVE BEEN SOMETHNG FEARFUL, FOR
EVERY MUSCLE AND TENDON WAS STRETCHED TO THE CRACKING POINT.
His BREATH CAME AND WENT IN SHARP HSSES; BUT HE GAVE NO
OTHER SIGN. MY HEAT COOLED, THOUGH, AS | LOOK BACK ON IT, FAR TOO
SLOWLY. SUDDENLY | AROSE AND FLUNG HM FROM ME. HE ROLLED OVER
on his back, and lay, his eyes half closed, breathing deeply. We



MUST HAVE BEEN A SWEET SIGHT, WE TWO YOUNG BARBARANS—
MYSELF MARKED AND SWOLLEN AND BLOODY, HE WITH ONE EYE PUFFED,
AND FALE AS DEATH. MY ROOMVATES, ABSOLUTELY FASCINATED, DD
not stir.

The tableau lasted only the fraction of a minute, after all. Then
ABRUPILY TALBOT WARD SAT UP. HE GRNNED UP AT ME WITH HS
characteristic momentary flash of teeth.

“I told you you couldn’t lick me,” said he.

| stared at him in astonishment.

“Licked? Why, I had you cold!”

“You had not.”

“I'd have broken your arm, if | had gone any farther.”

“Well, why didn’t you?”

| stared into his eyes blankly.

“WOUWD YOU HAVE DONE T?” | ASKED, IN A SUDDEN FLASH OF
illumination.

“Why, of course,” said he, with a faint contempt, as he arose.

“WHy DD YOU HT ME AT FIRST, AS YOU DD? YOU GAVE ME NO
warning whatever.”

“Do you get any warning in a real fight?”

| COULD NOT CONTROVERT THS; AND YET UNEASLY, VAGLRLY, | FALT
THERE MUST BE A FALLACY SOVBAHERE. | HAD BEEN TOLD AND NOT
TOLD, WHAT SHOULD, OR SHOULD NOT, BE DONE, IN AN AFFAR THAT
APRARENTLY COULD HAVE NO RULES, AND YET HAD DISTINCTIONS AS TO
FAIR AND UNFAR, SOVE OF WHCH WERE EXFLAINED AND SOVE LEFT AS
OBVIOUS. | FELT SOVEWHAT CONFUSED. BUT OFTEN N MY LATER
EXPERENCE WITH TALBOT WARD | FELT JUST THAT WAY, SO IN RETROSPECT
it does not strike me so forcibly as it did at that time.

“But you're a wonder! a perfect wonder!” Ward was saying.

THEN WE ALL BECAME AWARE OF A KNOCKING AND A RATTLING AT THE
door. It must have been going on for some time.

“IF YOU DON'T oP=N, I'LL GET THE POLICE! | PROMSE YOU, I'LL GET THE



police!” the voice of our landlady was saying.

We looked at each other aghast.

“l SUPPOSE WE MUST HAVE BEEN MAKING A LITILE NOISE”
CONCEDED TALBOT WARD. NOISE! IT MUST HAVE SOUNDED AS THOUGH
THE HOUSE WERE COMNG DOWN. OUR ORDINARY LITTLE BOXING
matches were nothing to it.

WARD THREW HS MLITARY CAPE AROUND HS SHOULDERS, AND SANK
BACK INTO A SEAT BENEATH THE WINDOW. | PUT ON AN OVEROOAT. ONE
of the boys let her in.

SHE WAS THOROUGHLY ANGRY, AND SHE GAVE US ALL NOTICE TO GO.
SHE HAD DONE THAT SAVE EVERY SATURDAY NGHT FOR A YEAR, BUT
WE HAD ALWAYS WHEEDLED HER OUT OF IT. THS TIVE, HOWEVER, SHE
SEBVED TO MEAN BUSINESS. | SUPPOSE WE had MADE A GOOD
DEAL OF A ROT. WHEN THE FACT BECAME EVIDENT, |, OF OOURSE,
SHOULDERED THE WHOLE RESPONSIBILITY. THEREUFON SHE TURNED ON
ME. UNBXPECTEDLY TALBOT WARD SPOKE UP FROM THE OBSCURITY OF
HS CORNER. HIS CLEAR VOICE WAS INGISIVE, BUT SO COURTEOUS WITH
THE COLD FINALITY OF THE HGH-BRED ARSTOCRAT, THAT MRS. SIVFKINS
was cut short in the middle of a sentence.

“l BEG YOU, CALM YOURSELF, MADAM,” SAID HE, “IT IS NOT WORTH
HEATING YOURSELF OVER: FOR THE ANNOYANCE, SUCH AS T IS, WILL SOON
BE RAVOVED. MR MUNROE AND MYSHELF ARE SHORILY DEFARTNG
together for California.”






CHAPTER Il
THE VOYAGE

IF | HAD ANY SCRUPLES—AND | DO NOT REVEVBER MANY—THEY WERE
OVEROOVE WITHN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO. [T WAS AGREED THAT | WAS TO
GO IN WARD'S BVALOY, HE TO FAY MY PASSAGE MONEY AND ALL
EXPENSES, | TO GVE HM HALF THE GOLD | MGHT PCK WP, THS
SEEVED TO ME, AT LEAST, AN BVINENTLY SATISFACTORY AND
BUSINESSLIKE ARRANGEVENT. VWARD BOUGHT THE OUTHITS FOR BOTH OF
US. [T TURNED OUT THAT HE WAS A MEXICAN WAR VETERAN-HENCE THE
MLITARY CAPE-AND IN OONSEQUENCE AN OLD CAMRAIGNER His
EXPERENCE AND MY RURAL UPBRINGING SAVED US FROM MOST OF THE
RDICULOUS PURCHASES MEN MADE AT THAT TME. WE HAD STOUT
CLOTHES AND BOOTS, A WATERFROOF APECE, PICKS AND SHOVE,
BLANKETS AND LONG STRIPS OF CANVAS, THREE AXES, KNIVES, ONE RFLE,
A DOUBLE SHOTGWIN, AND A COLT'S REVOLVER ARECE. THE LATTER
SEBVED TO ME A WONDERFUL WEAFON, WITH ITS SIX CHARGES IN THE
turning cylinder; but | had no opportunity to try it.

Ward decided instantly for the Panama route.

“IT’'S THE MOST EXPENSIVE, BUT ALSO THE QUICKEST,” SAD HE, “A
SAILNG SHP AROUND THE HORN TAKES FOREVER, AND ACROSS THE
FLANS IS DITTO. EVERY DAY WE WAIT, SOVE OTHER FELLOW IS LANDING
in the diggings.”

NEARLY EVERY EVENNG HE POFPED INTO OUR BOARDING HOUSE,
WHERE, OWING TO THE IMVINENCE OF MY DERARTURE, | HAD BEEN
RESTORED TO FAVOUR. | NEVER DD FIND OUT WHERE HE LIVED. WE TOOK
OLR PASSAGE AT THE STEAMSHP OFFICE, WE WENT TO THE VARETY
SHOWS AND SANG ~ Oh, Susannah! WITH THE REST;, WE STRUTTED A BIT,
AND WERE ONLY RESTRAINED FROM DONNING OUR FLANNEL SHRTS AND



COLT'S REVOLVING PISTOLS IN THE STREETS OF NEW YORK BY A LITTLE
remnant, a very little remnant, of common sense. When the time
AT LAST CAME, WE BOARDED OUR STEAMSHP, AND HUNG OVER THE
RAIL, AND CHEERED LIKE CRAZY THNGS. | FERSONALLY FELT AS THOUGH A
LID HAD BEEN LIFTED FROM MY SPRRT, AND THAT A ROLLING CLOUD OF
enthusiasm was at last allowed to puff out to fill my heaven.

IN TWO DAYS WE WERE BOTH OVER BENG SEASICK, AND HAD A
CHANCE TO LOOK AROUND US. OUR SHP WAS A SIDEWHEEL STEAMER
OF ABOUT A THOUSAND TONS, AND SHE CARRED TWO HUNDRED AND
HGHTY PASSENGERS, WHCH WAS ABOUT TWO HUNDRED MORE THAN
HER REGULAR COVRLEVENT. THEY WERE AS MSCHELANEOUS A LOT AS
MORTAL EYE EVER FELL UPON: FROM THE LANK MAINE YANKEE TO THE
TALL, SALLOW, BLACK-HAIRED MAN FROM LOUSIANA. | SUPPOSE, TOO, ALL
GRADES OF THE SOCIAL ORDER MUST HAVE BEEN REPRESENTED; BUT IN
OUR YOUTH AND HGH SPRTS WE DID NOT GO INTO DETAILS OF THAT SORT.
EVERY MAN, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A DOZEN OR SO, WORE A RED
SHRT, A SLOUCH HAT, A REVOLVER AND A BOWEE KNIFE; AND MOST OF US
HAD STARTED TO GROW BEARDS. UNLESS ONE SCRUTINZED CLOSELY
SUCH UNIMPORTANT DETALS AS FEATURES, WAYS OF SPEECH OR
MANNERS, ONE OOULD NOT FLACE HS MAN'S FORMVER STATUS, WHETHER
AS LAWYER, PHYSICAN OR ROUSTABOUT. AND WE WERE TOO BUSY FOR
THAT. | NEVER SAW SUCH A BUSY FLACE AS THAT SRLATTERNG OLD SHP
SLOWLY WALLOWING HER WAY SOUTH TOWARD THE TROPICAL SEAS. WE
HAD FFTY-BGHT THOUSAND THNGS TO DISCUSS, BEGNNNG WITH
MARSHALL SFRST DISCOVERY, SKIFANG THROUGH THE CLOUDS OF
RUMOURS OF ALL SORTS, DOWN TO INTIVATE DETALLS OF CLIMATE, OUTFT,
PROSFECTS, FLANS, AND THE BEST METHODS OF GETTING AT THE GOLD.
AND TO ALL THESE SUBJECTS WE BROUGHT A DOZEN PONTS OF VIEW,
EACH OF WHCH WAS STRANGE TO ALL THE OTHERS. WE HAD WITH US
MVEN FROM EVERY STRATUM OF SOCIETY, AND FROM EVERY FONT OF THE
COMMSS. EACH WAS A FRODUCT OF HS OWN TRAINNG AND MENTAL
UPBRNGING, AND WAS INCARABLE, WITHOUT GREAT EFFORT, OF
UNDERSTANDNG HS NBGHBOUR'S POINT OF VIEW. COMVIUNICATION



AND TRAVEL WERE N THOSE DAYS VERY LIMTED, T MUST BE
REVEVBERED, AND DIFFERENT COMMUNITES AND SECTIONS OF THE
OOUNTRY FRODUCED STRONG TYPES. WITH US DISCUSSION BECAVE AN
ADVENTUROUS EXPLORATION INTO A NBW COUNTRY; THE MAN FROM
MAINE COULD NOT BUT BE INTERESTED IN FINDNG OUT WHAT THAT
STRANGE, STRAIGHT-HAIRED, DARK CREATURE FROM CAROLINA MGHT
THNK OF EVEN THE MOST COMMONPLACE SUBJECT. ONLY OUR SUBJECTS
were not commonplace.

SO My CHEF IMPRESSION OF THAT VOYAGE DOWN WAS OF KNOTS OF
MEN TALKING HURREDLY AND EXCITEDLY, AS THOUGH THERE WERE NOT A
MOMENT TO WASTE, AND THE HUM OF VOICES RSING AND FALLING FAR
into the night.

ONY TWO THNGS WERE CARABLE OF BREAKING IN ON THS TENSE
ABSORPTION OF THE MEN IN EACH OTHER AND IN THER SUBJECT—ONE
WAS DOLFHNS, AND THE OTHER THE MEAL GONG. WWHEN DOLPHNS
AFFEARED EACH RUSHED PROVPTLY TO THE SIDE OF THE SHP AND
DISCHARGED HS REVOLVER AT THE BEASTS. | NEVER SAW ANY HARM
OCOME FROM THESE FUSILLADES, BUT THEY MADE A WONDERFUL ROW.
MEAL TIVES ALWAYS CAUGHT THE MAJORTY UNAWARE. THEY TUVBLED
AND JOSTLED DOWN THE COMPANIONWAY'S ONLY TO FIND THE WISE AND
FORETHOUGHTFUL HAD PREEMPTED EVERY CHAR. VWHERELFON, WITH
MOST LUDICROUS EXPRESSIONS OF CHAGRN OR OF ASSUVED
NONCHALANCE, THEY TROOPED BACK TO MEET THE LAUGHTER OF THE
WISE, IF NOT FORETHOUGHTFUL, WHO HAD REALIZED THE USHLESSNESS OF
THE RUSH. AFTER A MOVENT'S GRUVBLING, HOWEVER, THE DISCUSSIONS
were resumed.

THERE WAS SOVE QUARRELLING, BUT NOT MUCH. A HOLIDAY SPRT
PERVADED THE LOT; FOR THEY WERE MEN CUT OFF FROM ALL EXPERENCE,
ALL ACCUSTOVED SURROUNDINGS, ALL THE RESTRAINTS OF TRAINNG, AND
THEY WERE BVBARKED ON THE GREAT ADVENTURE. | DO NOT NOow
REVEVBER MANY OF THEM INDIVIDUALLY. THEY WERE OF A PECE WITH
THE THOUSANDS WE WERE DESTINED TO ENOOUNTER. BUT | DO REIAN A
MOST VIVID MENTAL PCTURE OF THEM COLLECTVAELY, WITH THER RED



SHRTS, THER SLOUCH HATS, THER BELTS FULL OF WEAFONS, THER EYES OF
EAGERNESS, THER SOULS OF DREAMS; BRIMMING WITH FENT ENERGY;
THEORZING, ARGUNG, DISPUTING; READY AT AN INSTANT'S NOTICE FOR
ANY SORT OF A JOKE OR EXCITEVENT THAT WOULD RELIEVE THE TENSION;
BOISTEROUS, NOISY, LAUGHNG LOUDLY, SMOTHERNG BY SHEER WHGHT
OF RDICULE INDVIDUAL RESENTVENTS-ALTOGETHER A WONDERAUL
PICTURE OF THE YOUTH AND HOPE AND ENERGY AND HGH SPRITS OF THE
time.

NEVER BEFORE NOR SINCE HAVE | LOOKED UPON SUCH A VARETY OF
EQUAVENT AS STREWED THE DECKS AND CABNS OF THAT SHP. A
GREAT MAJORITY OF THE PASSENGERS KNEW NOTHING WHATEVER ABOUT
OUT-OF-DOOR LIFE, AND LESS THAN NOTHNG AS TO THE CONDITIONS IN
CALFORNA AND ON THE WAY. CONSEQUENTLY THEY HAD BOUGHT
LIBERALLY OF ALL SORTS OF IDIOTIC PATENT CONTRAPTIONS. INDIA RUBBER
FLAYED A FROMNENT FART. AND THE DECK WAS CUVBERED WITH AT
LEAST FORTY SORTS OF MACHNES FOR SERARATING GOLD FROM THE SOLL:
SOME OF THEM TO USE WATER, SOVE MUSCULAR LABOLR, AND ONE
TREVENDOUS AFFAR WITH WINGS WAS SUPFOSED TO FAN AWAY
EVERYTHNG BUT THE GOLD. DIFFERNG IN EVERYTHING ELSE, THEY WERE
ALIKE IN ONE THNG: THEY HAD ALL BEEN DEVISED BY MEN WHO HAD
NEVER SEEN ANY BUT MANUFACTURED GOLD. | MAY ADD THAT | NEVER
saw a machine of the kind actually at work in the diggings.

JUST NOW, HOWEVER, | LOOKED ON THE OWNERS OF THESE
CONTRAPTIONS  WITH ENVY, AND THOUGHT OURSHVES AT A
disadvantage with only our picks, shovels, and axes.

BUT WE HAD WITH US A WORNDERFUL BOOK THAT WENT FAR TOWARD
CHEERNG UP THE POORLY EQUFFED. SEVERAL OOPES HAD BEEN
BROUGHT ABOARD, SO WE ALL HAD A CHANCE TO READ IT. THE WORK
WAS ENTITLED “THREE WEEKS IN THE GOLD MINES,” AND WAS WRITTEN
BY A VERACIOUS INDIVIDUAL WHO SIGNED HMVBELF H. |. SivPsoN. |
now doubt if he had ever left his New York hall bedroom, though
AT THE TIVE WE TOOK HS STATBVENTS FOR FLAN TRUTH. SIMPSON
OOULD SPARE ONLY TEN DAY'S OF THS THREE WEEKS FOR ACTUAL MNING.



IN THAT PEROD, WITH NO OTHER IMFLEVENT THAN A POOKET KNIFE, HE
PCKED OUT FFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. THE REST OF THE TME HE
PREFERRED TO TRAVEL ABOUT AND SEE THE COUNTRY, PICKING UP ONLY
WHAT INCDENTAL NUGGETS HE CAME ACROSS WHLE WALKING. WE
believed this.

AS WE DREW SOUTHWARD THE DAYS BECANE INSUFFERABLY WARM,
BUT THE NIGHTS WERE GLORIOUS. TALBOT AND | LIKED TO SLEEP ON THE
DECK; AND GENERALLY CAMPED DOWN P NEAR THE BITTS. THE OLD
SHP ROLLED FRGHTFULLY, FOR SHE WAS LIGHT IN FREGHT IN ORDER TO
ACOOMVIODATE SO MANY PASSENGERS; AND THE DARK BLUE SEA
AFFEARED TO SWOOP P AND DOWN BENEATH THE FLACD TROPC
moon.

WE HAD MANY LONG, QUET TALKS UP THERE, BUT IN THEM ALL |
learned nothing, absolutely nothing, of my companion.

“IF YOU HAD BROKEN MY ARM THAT TIVE, | SHOULD NOT HAVE TAKEN
you,” he remarked suddenly one evening.

“Shouldn’t blame you,” said .

“NO! | WOULDNT HAVE WANTED THAT KND OF A MAN,” HE
CONTINUED, “FOR | SHOULD DOUBT MY CONTROL OF HM. BUT YOU GAVE
up.”

This nettled me.

“WOULD YOU HAVE HAD ME, OR ANY MAN, BRUTE ENOUGH TO GO
through with it?” | demanded.

“WELL"—HE HESITATED-“IT WAS AGREED THAT IT WAS TO BE fight,
YOU REVEMBER. AND AFTER ALL, IF YOU HAD BROKEN MY ARM, IT WOULD
have been my fault and not yours.”

TWO YOUNG FELLOAS USED OCCASIONALLY TO JON US N OWR
SWOOPNG, FLUNGNG PERCH. THEY WERE AS UNLKE AS TWO MEN
OOULD BE, AND YET ALREADY THEY HAD BECOME FIRM FRENDS. ONE
WAS A SLOW, LANK, AGUE-STRICKEN INDIVIDUAL FROM SOVEAVHERE IN
THE WILDS OF THE GREAT LAKES, HS FACE LINED AND BROMN AS
THOUGH CARVED FROM HARDWOOD, HS SPEED SLOW, HS EYES STEADY



WITH A VELED SARDONC HUMOUR. HIS COVPANION WAS SCARCELY
MORE THAN A BOY, AND HE CAME, | BELIEVE, FROM VIRGINA. HE WAS

A DARK, EAGER YOUTH, WITH A MOP OF BLACK SHNY HAIR THAT HE WAS
ALWAYS TOSSING BACK, BRGHT GLOWING EYES, A GREAT ENTHUSIASM
OF MANNER, AND AN IMAGNATION ALERT TO CATCH FRE THE
BACKWOODSMAN SEEVED ATTRACTED TO THE BOY BY THS VERY QUICK
AND UNSOFHSTICATED BUBBLING OF CANDID YOUTH, WHLE THE BOY
most EVIDENTLY WORSHFPED HS OLDER COMVPANION AS A SYMBOL OF
THE MYSTERIOUS FRONTIER. THE NORTHERNER WAS NAMED ROGERS, BUT
WAS INVARABLY KNOWN AS YANK. THE SOUTHERNER HAD SOME SUCH
NANE AS FAIRFAX, BUT WAS CALLED JOHNNY, AND LATER IN CALIFORNA,
FOR REASONS THAT WLL AFFEAR, DIAMOND JAK. YANK'S
DISTINGUSHNG FEATURE WAS A LONG-BARRELLED “PEA SHOOTER' RFLE.
He never moved ten feet without it.

JOH\NY USUALLY DD MOST OF THE TALKNG WHEN WE WERE ALL
GATHERED TOGETHER. YANK AND | DD THE LISTENNG AND TALBOT THE
INTERFELLATNG.  JOHNNY SWARVED ALL OVER HMVSEF LKE A
PICKPOCKET, AND SHOWED US EVERYTHNG HE HAD IN THE WAY OF
HSTORY, MANNERS, TRAINNG, FAMLY, PRIDE, NAIVETE, EXPECTATIONS
AND HOFES. HE FRDED HVSELF ON BENG A CALM, PHLEGVATIC
INDVIDUAL, UNBVOTIONAL AND NOT EASLY EXOTED, AND HE
constantly took this attitude. It was a lovely joke.

“OF COURSE,” SAD HE, “IT WON'T BE NECESSARY TO STAY OUT MORE
THAN A YEAR THEY TELL ME | CAN EASLY MAKE BLEVEN HUNDRED
DOLLARS A DAY; BUT YOU KNOW | AM NOT EASLY MOVED BY SUCH
REPORTS’—HE WAS AT THE TIVE MOVING UNDER A HGH PRESSURE, AT
least ten knots an hour—*| shall be satisfied with three hundred a
DAY. ALLOMNG THREE HUNDRED WORKING DAYS TO THE YEAR, THAT
gives me about ninety thousand dollars—plenty!”

“You'll have a few expenses,” suggested Talbot.

“OH-YES-WHELL, MAKE IT A YEAR AND A HALF, JUST TO BE ON THE
safe side.”

JOHNNY WAS EAGERLY ANXIOUS TO KNOW EVERYBODY ON THE SHP,



WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ABOUT A DOZEN FROM HS OWN SOUTH. AS FAR

AS | 0COULD SEE THEY DD NOT IN THE SLIGHTEST ~ DEGREE DIFFER EXCEPT
IN DRESS FROM ANY OF THE OTHER THRTY OR FORTY FROM THAT SECTION, BUT
JOHNNY DISTINGUSHED. HE STIFFENED AS THOUGH YANK'S GUNBARREL

HAD TAKEN THE FLACE OF HS SPINE WHENEVER ONE OF THESE MEN

WAS NEAR, AND HE WAS SO COLDLY AND PONTEDLY COURTEOUS THAT |
WOULD HAVE SLAPFED HS CONFOUNDED FACE IF HE HAD ACTED SO TO

me.

“LOOK HERE, JOHNNY,” | SAID TO HM ONE DAY, “WHAT' S THE MATTER
WITH THOSE FELLOWS? THEY LOOK ALL RGHT TO ME. VWHAT DO YOU KNOW
against them?”

“I NEVER LAID EYES ON THEM BEFORE IN MY LIFE, SR,” HE REFLIED,
stiffening perceptibly.

“TAKE THAT KINK OUT OF YOUR BACK,” | WARNED HM. “THAT WON'T
work worth a cent with me!”

He laughed.

“Ibeg pardon. They are not gentlemen.”

“l DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN BY GENTLEVEN,” SAD [; “'S A
WIDE TERVL BUT LOTS OF US HERE AREN'T GENTLEVEN-FAR, FAR FROM IT.
But you seem to like us.”

He knit his brows.

“l| CANT BALAN. THEY ARE THE OLASS OF CHEAP FOLITICAN THAT
brings into disrepute the chivalry of the South, sir.”

TALBOT AND | BURST INTO A SHOUT OF LAUGHTER, AND EVEN YANK,
LEANNG ATTENTIVELY ON THE LONG BARREL OF HS PEA RFLE, GRNNED
FANTLY. WE CAUGHT JOHNNY UP ON THAT WORD-AND HE WAS GAME
ENOUGH TO TAKE M WELL. WHENEVER SOMETHING PARTICLLARLY BAD
HAFPENED TO BE ALSO SOUTHERN, WE CALLED IT THE CHVALRY. THE
WORD CAUGHT HOLD; SO THAT LATER IT CAME TO BE AFFLIED AS A
GENERIC TERM TO THE SOUTHERN WING OF VENAL POLITICIANS THAT EARLY
tried to control the new state of California.

| MUST CONFESS THAT IF | HAD BEEN JOHNNY | SHOULD HAVE



STEFFED MORE CAREFULLY WITH THESE MEN. THEY WERE A DARK,

SUAVE LOT, AND DRESSED WELL. IN FACT, THEY AND A HALF DOZEN
OBVIOUSLY PROFESSIONAL MEN ALONE IN ALL THAT SHP WORE WHAT WE
WOULD CALL OVILZED CLOTHES. | DO NOT KNOW WHCH WAS MORE
INOONGRUOUS—OUR OWN RED SHRTS, OR THE TOP HATS, FLOWING SKIRTS,
and light pantaloons of these quietly courteous gentlemen. They
WERE QUITE AS WHELL ARVED AS OURSELVES, HOWEVER, WEARNG THER
REVOLVERS BENEATH THER ARVATS, OR CARRYING SHORT DOUBLE
PSTOLS. THEY TREATED JOHNNY WITH AN IRONICALLY EXAGGERATED
courtesy, and paid little attention to his high airs. It was obvious,
however, that he was making enemies.

Talbot Ward knew everybody aboard, from the captain down.
His laughing, half-aloof manner was very taking; and his ironical
COMMVENTS ON THE VAROUS POINTS OF DISCUSSION, SONVEHOW,
CONVEYED NO STNG. HE WAS CONTINUALLY ACCEPTNG GFTS OF
NEWSPAPERS—OF WHCH THERE WERE A HALF A THOUSAND OR SO
BROUGHT ABOARD-WITH EVERY APPEARANCE OF RECEVING A FAVOLR.
THESE PAFERS HE CARRED DOWN TO OUR TINY BOX OF A ROOM AND
ADDED TO HS BUNDLE. | SUFPOSED AT THE TIVE HE WAS DONG ALL
THS ON MOLERE'S PRNCPLE, THAT ONE GAINS MORE FOPULARITY BY
accepting a favour than by bestowing one.






CHAPTER IV
THE VILLAGE BY THE LAGOON

IN THE EARLY MORNING ONE DAY WE CAME IN SIGHT OF A ROUND HGH
BLUFF WITH A CASTLE ATOP, AND A LOW SHORE RUNNNG AWAY. THE
ship’s man told us this was Chagres.

THS NEWS CAUSED A CUROUS DISINTEGRATION IN THE SHP'S
OOVAANY. WE HAD HERETOFORE LIVED TOGETHER A GOOD-HUMOURED
OCOMMNTY. NOWN WE IMVEDATELY DREN ARART INTO SMALL
SUSPIOIOUS GROUPS. FOR WE HAD SHORTLY TO LAND OURSELVES AND
OUR GOODS, AND TO OBTAIN TRANSPORTATION ACROSS THE ISTHVLS, AND
each wanted to be ahead of his neighbour.

HERE THE OWNERS OF MUCH FREGHT FOUND THEVBELVES AT A
DISADVANTAGE. | BEGAN TO ENVY LESS THE PROPRETORS OF THOSE
ENORMOUS OR HEAVY MACHNES FOR THE SEFARATION OF GOLD. EACH
MAN RAN ABOUT ON THE DECK COLLECTING BUSLY ALL HS BELONGINGS
INTO ONE PLE. WWHEN HE HAD DONE THAT, HE SPENT THE REST OF HS
TIVE TRYNG TO EXTRACT DEFINTE PROMSES FROM THE HARASSED
ship’s officers that he should go ashore in the first boat.

TALBOT AND | SAT ON OUR FEW FACKAGES AND ENUOYED THE SCENE
THE SHP CANE TO ANCHOR AND THE SAILORS SWUNG THE BOAT DOWN
FROM THE DAVITS. THE PASSENGERS OROWDED AROUND IN A DENSE,
CLAMOURNG MOB. WE AROSE, SHOULDERED OUR EFFECTS, AND QUETLY
slipped AROUND TO THE CORRESPONDING BOAT ON THE OTHER SIDE THE
SHP. SURE ENOUGH, THAT ALSO WAS BENG LOVERED. SO THAT WE
AND A DOZEN WHO HAD MADE THE SANE GOOD GUESS, WERE, AFTER
all, the first to land.

THE TOWN PROVED TO BE BULT ON LOW GROUND IN A BAY THE OTHR
SIDE THE CASTLE AND THE HLL. IT MUST BE REVEVBERED THAT | HAD



NEVER TRAVELLED. THE CANE HOUSES OR HUTS, WITH THER HGH
PEAKED ROOFS THATCHED WITH PALM LEAVES, THE STRAIGHT PALMS IN
THE BACKGROUND AGAINST THE SKY, THE MORASSES ALL ABOUT, THE
SQUAWK AND FLOP OF STRANGE, LONG-LEGGED MARSH BIRDS, THE GLARE
OF LIGHT, THE QUEER LOOKING ORAFT BEACHED ON THE MUD, AND THE
DARK-SKINNED, WHTE-CLAD FIGURES AWAITNG US—ALL THESE STRUCK
strongly at my imagination.

WE BEACHED IN THE MUD, AND WERE AT ONCE SURROUNDED BY A
HOST OF LITTLE, BROWN, CLAMOROUS MEN. TALBOT TOOK CHARGE, AND
BEGAN TO SHOOT BACK SPANISH AT A GREAT RATE. SOVE OF THE LITTLE
MEN HAD A FEW WORDS OF ENGLISH. OUR GOODS WERE SEIZED, AND
FROVPILY DISAPFEARED IN A DOZEN DIRECTIONS. | TRED TO FREVENT
THS, BUT COULD ONLY COLLAR ONE MAN AT A TIVE ALL THE AMERCANS
WERE SWEARNG AND THREATENING AT A GREAT RATE. | SAW JOHNNY,
TEARNG UP THE BEACH AFTER A FLEET NATIVE, FALL FLAT AND FULL LENGTH IN
the mud, to the vast delight of all who beheld.

Finally Talbot ploughed his way to me.

“IT’'S ALL SETTLED,” SADD HE. “I'VE MADE A BARGAIN \WWITH MY FREND
HERE TO TAKE US WP IN HS BOAT TO CRUCES FOR FIFTEEN DOLLARS
apiece for four of us.”

“WHL, IF YOU NEED WO MORE, FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE RESCLE
Johnny,” | advised. “He’ll have apoplexy.”

WE HALED JOHNNY AND BEXFLAINED MATTERS. JOHNNY WAS
SOVBAHAT RUT TO IT TO ATTAIN HS DESRED AR OF IMPERTURBABLE
calm.

“THEY’VE GOT EVERY BLISTERED THNG | OWN, AND MADE OFF WITH m”
HE CRED. “CONFOUND T, SR, I'M GONG TO SHOOT EVERY SADDLE-
coloured hound in the place if |don’t get back my belongings!”

“They've got our stuff, too,” | added.

“WELL, KEP CALM” ADVISED TALBOT. “| DONT KNOW THE GAME
DOWN HERE, BUT IT STRKES ME THEY CANT GET VERY FAR THROUGH
THESE SWAMPS, IF THEY 0O TRY TO STEAL, AND | DON'T BELIEVE THEY'RE



STEALING ANYWAY; THE WHOLE PERFORVANCE TO ME BEARS A STRONG
family resemblance to hotel runners. Here, compadre!”

He talked a few moments with his boatman.

“That’s right,” he told us, then. “Come on!”

WE WALKED ALONG THE LITTLE CRESCENT OF BEACH, LOOKING INTO
EACH OF THE BOATS IN THE LONG ROW DRAWN UP ON THE SHORE. THEY
WERE QUEER CRAFT, DUG OUT FROM THE TRUNKS OF TREES, \WITH SMALL
DECKS IN BOW AND STERN, AND \WTH A LOW ROOF OF FALMETTO LEAVES
AMDSHPS. BY THE TIVE WE HAD REACHED THE END OF THE ROW WE
HAD COLLECTED ALL OUR EFFECTS. OUR OWN BOATMAN STOWED THEM IN
his craft.

THEREUFON, OUR MNDS AT REST, WE RETURNED TO THE LANDNG TO
ENJOY THE SCENE. THE SECOND SHF'S BOAT HAD BEACHED, AND THE
ROW WAS GOING ON, WORSE THAN BEFORE. IN THE SEETHING, CURSING,
SHOUTING MASS WE CAUGHT SIGHT ~ OF YANK'S TALL FIGURE LEANNG
imperturbably on his rifle muzzle. We made our way to him.

“Got your boat yet?” Talbot shouted at him.

“Got nothin’ yet but a headache in the ears,” said Yank.

“Come with us then. Where’s your plunder?”

'YANK STOOPED AND SWUNG TO HS SHOULDER A SMALL BUNDLE TIED
with ropes.

“She’s all thar,” said he.

THESE MATTERS SETTLED, WE TURNED WITH CONSIDERABLE CURIOSITY
TO THE LITILE VILLAGE TSELF. IT WAS ALL EXOTIC, STRANGE. EVERYTHNG
WAS DIFFERENT, AND WE SAW IT THROUGH THE EYES OF YOUTH AND
romance as epitomizing the storied tropics.

THERE WERE PERHAPS A COUFLE OF HUNDRED OF THE CANE HUTS
ARRANGED ROUGH.Y ALONG STREETS IN WHCH SURVIVED THE REVAINS OF
ORUDE PAVING. ALL BLSE WAS A MORASS. SINGLE PALM TREES SHOT UP
STRAIGHT, TO BURST LIKE ROCKETS IN A FALLING STAR OF FRONDS. MEN AND
WOVEN, GLAD IN A SINGLE OOTTON SHFT REACHNG TO THE KNEES,
LONGED IN THE DOORWAYS OR AGAINST THE FRALL WALLS, SMOKING



CIGARS. POT-BALLIED CHLDREN, STARK NAKED, PLAYED EVERYWHERE,
BUT FRNCFALLY IN THE MUDHOLES AND ON THE OFFAL DUVFS.
INNUVERABLE SVALL, HARLESS DOGS WERE EVERYWHERE ABOUT, A
GREAT CUROSITY TO US, WHO HAD NEVER EVEN HEARD OF SUCH THINGS.
WE LOOKED INTO SOME OF THE INTERIORS, BUT SAW NOTHNG IN THE
WAY OF DECENT FURNTURE. THE COOKING AFFEARED TO BE DONE
BETWEEN TWO STONES. A GRAND TROPICAL SMELL HUNG LOW IN THE AR.
ON THE THRESHOLDS OF THE DOORS, INSIDE THE HOUSES, IN THE MDDLE
OF THE STREETS, ANYWHERE, EVERYWHERE, WERE OLD FISH, THE HEADS
OF CATILE, DRYING HDES, ALL SORTS OF CARRON, MOST OF IT WEL
DECOVPOSED. BACK OF THE TOWN WAS A LOW, RANK JUNGLE OF GREEN,
AND A STAGNANT LAKE. THE LATTER HAD A DELICATE BORDER OF GREASY
blue mud.

JOHNNY AND | WANDERED ABOUT COVPLETELY FASCINATED. TALBOT
AND YANK DD NOT SEEM SO IMPRESSED. FINALLY TALBOT CALLED A
halt.

“THS IS ALL VERY WELL; IF YOU KIDS LIKE TO LOOK AT YELLOW FEVER,
BLACKJACK, AND CORRUPTION, ALL RGHT,” SAD HE “BUT WEVE GOT TO
START PRETTY SOON AFTER NOON, AND IN THE MEANTIVE WHERE DO WE
eat?”

WE RETURNED THROUGH THE TOWN. [T WAS NOW FILLED TO OVERFLOWING
WITH OUR COMPATRIOTS. THEY SURGED EVERYWHERE, FULL OF COMVENT
AND CUROSITY. THE HALF-NAKED MEN AND WOMVEN WITH THE CIGARS,

AND THE WHOLLY NAKED CHLDREN AND DOGS, SEEMED NOT IN THE
least disturbed nor enlivened.

TALBOT'S EARNEST INQURES FINALLY GOT US TO THE CRESCENT HOTEL.
IT WAS A HUT EXACILY LIKE ALL THE REST, SAVE THAT IT HAD A FLOOR. FROM
ITS NAME | SUPPOSE IT MUST HAVE BEEN KEPT BY A WHITE MAN, BUT
WE NEVER GOT NEAR ENOUGH THROUGH THE CROWD TO FIND OUT.
WTHOUT TALBOT WE SHOULD HAVE GONE HUNGRY, WITH MANY OTHERS,
BUT HE INQURED AROUND UNTIL WE FOUND A NATIVE WILLING TO FEED US.

SO WE ATE ON AN UPTURNED HENCOOP OUTSIDE A NATIVE HUT. THE
meal consisted of pork, bread, and water.



WE STROLLED TO THE BEACH AT THE HOUR APFONTED WITH OLR
boatman. He was not there; nor any other boatman.

“Never mind,” said Ward; “I'll know him if I see him. I'll go look
him up. You fellows find the boat with our things in it.”

HE AND | REENTERED THE VILLAGE, BUT A FIFTEEN MNUTES' SEARCH
FAILED TO DISCLOSE OUR MAN. THEREFORE WE RETURNED TO THE BEACH.

A crowd was gathered close about some common centre in the
UNMISTAKABLE RESTLESS MANNER OF MEN ABOUT A DOG FGHT OR
some other kind of a row. We pushed our way in.

JOHN\Y AND YANK WERE BACKED WP AGAINST THE FALVETTO
AWNNG OF ONE OF THE BOATS IN AN ATTITUDE OF DEADLY AND QUET
MENACE. NOT TWO YARDS AWAY STOOD FOUR OF OUR WELL-DRESSED
FRENDS. NOBODY AS YET DISFLAYED A WEAFON, EXCEPT THAT YANK'S
LONG RIFLE LAY ACROSS THE HOLLOW OF HS LEFT ARM INSTEAD OF BUTT TO
EARTH, BUT IT WAS EVIDENT THAT LIGHTNNGS WERE PLAYING. THE
BOATVAN, WHO HAD APPEARED, ALONE WAS SAYING ANYTHNG, BUT
he seemed to be supplying language for the lot.

Johnny’s tense, alert attitude relaxed a little when he saw us.

“Well?” inquired Ward easily. “What's the trouble?”

“YANK AND | FOUND OUR GOODS DUVPED OUT ON THE BEACH, AND
others in their place,” said Johnny.

“S0O YOU PROCEEDED TO REVERSE MATTERS? HOw ABOUT M?” HE
inquired pleasantly of the four men.

“l KNOW NOTHNG ABOUT IT,” REFLIED ONE OF THEM SHORTLY. “WE
HRED THS BOAT, AND WE INTEND TO HAVE IT; AND NO WHFFER-
shapper is going to keep us from it.”

“| SEE” SAD TALBOT FLEASANTLY. “WHLL, EXCUSE ME A MOVENT

WHLE | TALK TO OUR FREND.” HE ADDRESSED THE MAN IN SPANISH,
AND RECEVED SHORT, SULLEN REFLIES. “HE SAYS,” TALBOT EXFLANED
TO US, “THAT HE NEVER SAW US BEFORE IN HS LIFE, AND NEVER AGREED
to take us up the river.”

“Well, that settles it,” stated the other man.



“How much did you offer to pay him?” asked Talbot.

The man stared. “None of your business,” he replied.

“THEY’RE ASKIN' TWENTY DOLLARS A HEAD,” VOLUNTEERED ONE OF THE
interested spectators.

“ExACTLY. YOU SEE,” SAD TALBOT TO US, “WE GOT HERE A LITTLE TOO
EARLY. OUR BARGAN WAS FOR ONLY FFTEEN DOLLARS; AND NOW THS
worthy citizen has made a better rate for himself.”

“YOU SHOULD HAVE HAD THE BARGAIN IMVEDATELY REGISTERED
before the alcalde, SENOR,” SPOKE UP A WHTE-DRESSED SPANIARD
of the better class, probably from the castle.

“I THANK YOU, SENOR,” SAID TALBOT COURTEOUSLY. “THAT NEGLECT IS
due to my ignorance of your charming country.”

“AND NOW IF YOU'LL MOVE, YOUNG TURKEY OOCK, WELL JUST TAKE OLR
boat,” said another of the claimants.

“ONE MOVENT!” SAID TALBOT WARD, WITH A NEW EDGE TO HS
VOICE. “THS IS MY BOAT, NOT YOURS; MY BAGGAGE IS IN IT, MY
BOATIVAN IS ON THE GROUND. THAT HE IS FORGETFUL HAS NOTHING TO DO
WITH THE MERTS OF THE CASE. YOU KNOW THS AS WELL AS | DO. Now
YOU CAN ACKNOMEDGE ~ THS FEACEFULLY AND GET OUT, OR YOU CAN
FIGHT. | DON'T CARE A CONTINENTAL RED COPPER WHCH. ONLY | WARN
YOU, THE FIRST MAN WHO MAKES A MOVE WITH ANYTHING BUT HS TWO
feet will be shot dead.”

HE STOOD, HS HANDS HANGING IDLY BY HS SIDES, AND HE SFOKE
VERY QUETLY. THE FOUR MEN WERE NOT COWARDS, THAT 'LL SWEAR; BUT
ONE AND ALL THEY STARED INTO WARD'S EYES, AND CANE INDIVIDUALLY
TO THE SAVE CONCLUSION. | DO NOT DOUBT THAT DANCING FLICKER OF
refraction—or of devilment—was very near the surface.

“OF OOURSE, IF YOU ARE VERY POSITIVE, | SHOULD NOT DREAM OF
DOUBTNG YOUR WORD OR OF INTERFERNG,” SAD THE TALLEST AND
QUETEST, WHO HAD REMAINED IN THE BAOKGROUND. “WE DESIRE TO
do injustice to no man—"

Johnny, behind us, snorted loudly and derisively.



“IF MY KNOWLEDGE OF SPANISH IS OF ANY VALUE IN ASSISTING YOU
to a boat, pray command me,” broke in Ward.

THE CROWD MOVED OFF, THE BOATMAN WITH IT. | REACHED OUT AND
collared him.

Talbot had turned on Johnny.

“FARFAX,” SAID HE ICLY, “ONE OF THE FIRST THNGS YOU MUST LEARN
IS NOT TO STR THNGS UP AGAIN ONCE A VICTORY IS GAINED. THOSE
MEN WERE SORE, AND YOU TOOK THE BEST METHOD POSSBLE OF
bringing on a real fight.”

Poor Johnny flushed to the roots of his hair.

“You're right,” said he in a stifled voice.

TALBOT WARD THAWED COVALETELY, AND A MOST WINNING SMLE
illumined his face.

“WHy, THATS WHAT | CALL HANDSOVE, JOHNWY!” HE  CORED. “IT'S
PRETTY HARD TO ADMT THE WRONG. YOU AND YANK CERTAINLY LOOKED
BOLD AND WARIKE WHEN HE CAME ALONG. WHERES THAT
confounded mozo? OH, YOU HAVE HM, FRaNK. GooD BoY! COMVE
HERE, MY AMABLE CITIZEN. | GUESS YOU UNDERSTAND ENGLISH AFTER
ALL, OR YOU COUDNT HAVE BARGANED SO SHREADLY WITH OWR
blackleg friends.”

THE FLUSH SLOWLY FADED FROM JOHNNY'S FACE. YANK'S SOLE
CONTRBUTION TO THE CHANGED CONDITIONS WAS TO SPT WITH GREAT
care, and to shift the butt of his rifle to the ground.

“Now,” TALBOT WAS ADMONISHNG THE BOATMAN, “THAT WAS VERY
BAD. VWHEN YOU MAKE A BARGAIN, STICK TO IT. BUT I'LL TELL YOU WHAT |
WILL DO. | WILL ASK ALL FEORLE, Sabe, EVERYWHERE, YOUR PEOFLE, MY
PEOFLE, AND IF EVERYBODY FAY TWENTY DOLLARS, THEN WE PAY TWENTY
DOLLARS. Sabe? BUT WE NO FAY TWENTY DOLLARS UNLESS YOU GET US
to Cruces poco pronto, sabe? Now we start.”

The boatman broke into a torrent of talk.

“SAYS HE'S GOT TO FIND HS ASSISTANT,” TALBOT EXFLAINED TO US.
“COME ON, MY SON, I'LL JUST GO WITH YOU AFTER THAT PRECIOUS



assistant.”

WE SAT ON THE EDGE OF OUR BOAT FOR HALF AN HOUR, WATCHNG THE
MOST COMCAL SCENES. EVERYBODY WAS AFFLICTED WITH THE SAMVE
COMPLAINT-ABSENCE OF BOATMVEN. SOME TOOK POSSESSION, AND
SETTLED THEVSHLVES RATIENTLY BENEATH THER LITTLE ROOFS. OTHERS
MADE FORAYS AND RETURNED DRAGGING PROTESTING NATVES BY THE
ARV THESE GENERALLY TURNED OUT TO BE THE WRONG  NATIVES; BUT
THAT WAS A MERE DETAL. ONCE IN A LUCKY WHLE THE FULL BOAT'S
COMPLEVENT WOULD BE GATHERED; AND THEN THE CRAFT WOULD PULL
away up the river to the tune of pistol shots and vociferous yells.

AT THE BEND OF THE PERIOD MENTIONED TALBOT AND THE TWO MEN
APFEARED. THEY WERE QUITE AMCABLE, INDEED, FRENDLY, AND
LAUGHED TOGETHER AS THEY CAME. THE “ASSISTANT” PROVED TO BE A
TREVENDOUS NEGRO, NEARLY NAKED, WITH FINE BIG MUSCLES, AND A
GOOD-NATURED, GRINNING FACE. HE WORE LARGE BRASS EAR ORCLETS
AND BRACELETS OF OCOPFER. WE ALL PUSHED THE CANOE TO THE VERY
EDGE OF THE WATER AND CLAMBERED ABOARD. THE NEGRO BENT HS
mighty shoulders. We were afloat.






CHAPTER V
A TROPICAL RIVER

OuRrpadrone, As TALBOT TOLD US WE SHOULD CALL HM, STOOD N
FRONT CLAD IN' A COLOURED MUSLIN SHRT. THE BROAD SLUGGISH RVER
WAS ALVE WITH BOATS, ALL MAKING THER WAY AGAINST THE CURRENT.
BY THE TIVE THE LAGOON HAD NARROWED, HOWEVER, THEY HAD PRETTY
well scattered.

WE ENTERED A TROPCAL FOREST, AND NEVER SHALL | FORGET THE
WONDER OF IT. THE BANKS WERE LINED TO THE WATER'S EDGE WITH
VEGETATION, SO THAT ONE COULD SEE NOTHNG BUT THE JUNGLE. THERE
WERE GREAT PALM TREES, WHCH WE RECOGNIZED, AND TEAK TREES,
WHCH WE DD NOT, BUT WHCH TALBOT IDENTIFIED FOR US. [T WAS A
VERY BALD SORT OF TREE, AS | RevBMBER IT. THEN THERE WERE
TREVENDOUS SYCAMORES IN WHCH WERE ANTS' NESTS AS BIG AS
BEEHVES; AND BANANA TREES WITH TORN LEAVES, PROBABLY THE MOST
EXOTIC TOUCH OF ALL; AND BEAUTIFUL NOBLE MANGOES LIKE DOMVES OF
A GREEN CATHEDRAL; AND VARIOUS SORTS OF CANES AND SHRUBS AND
LILIES GROMNG AMONG THEM. AND EVERYWHERE LEAPED AND SWUNG
THE VINES—THOK ROPY VINES; KNOTTED VINES, LIKE KNOTTED CABLES;
SLENDER FLAMENT VINES, SFRAYING GOSSAMER VINES, \WITH
GORGEOUS CRMVSON, PURALE, AND YELLOW BLOOVS; AND LONG
STREAMERS THAT DIFFED TO TRAIL IN THE WATERS. BELOW THEM WERE
BROAD FADS OF LOTUS AND WATER LILIES; WITH ALLIGATORS LKE
BARNACLED LOGS, AND CORVORANTS SWIMVING ABOUT, AND BRIGHT-
EYED WATERFOM.. THE SHADOWS IN THE FOREST WERE LIGHT CLEAR
GREEN, AND THE SHADOWS UNDER THE HANGING JUNGLE NEAR THE
WATER WERE DULL GREEN; AND THE VERY UFFER AR ITSELF, IN THAT HOT
STEAMNG GLADE, SEEVED DELICATELY GRERN, TOO. BUTTERALIES WERE
AMONG THE VINE BLOSSOMS, SO BRILLIANT OF OOLOUR THAT IT SERVED



TO ME THAT THE FLOWERS WERE FLUTTERNG FROM THER STEVS. ACROSS
THE TRANSLUCENT GREEN SHADOWS FLASHED BIRDS. | RECOGNZED LITTLE
GREEN PAROQUETS. | HAD NEVER BEFORE SEEN THEM OUTSIDE OF
CAGES. NO MAN CAN REALIZE THE WONDER OF FINDNG HIVSELF
ACTUALLY PART OF ROMANTIC SCENES SO LONG FAMLIAR IN THE PAGES OF
BOOKS THAT THEY HAVE BECOVE ALMOST MYTHCAL. WE SAT THERE
ABSOLUTELY SILENT, SAVE WHEN CALLING ATTENTION TO SOVE NEW
marvel, drinking itin.

OWR MEN PADDLED STEADLY AHEAD. THE NEGRO HUMVED
STRANGE MNOR SONGS TO HIVSELF. SUDDENLY HE FLASHED HS TEETH
at us and broke into full voice:

“Oh, Susannah! don'’t cry for me!
I'm off to California wid my banjo on my knee.”

THE ACCENT WAS QUEER, BUT THE WORDS AND TUNE WERE RIGHT.
Talbot questioned him in Spanish.

“HE SAYS ALL AMERCANS SNG IT. HE HAS TAKEN MANY P THE
river.”

“Too MANY,” MUTTERED JOHNNY. “l WISH WED STARTED THREE
months sooner.”

IT WAS GROWING DUSK WHEN WE CAME IN SIGHT OF A VILLAGE OF
BAMBOO HUTS ON THE RIGHT BANK. TO THS WE HEADED. HARDLY HAD
THE BOAT STRUCK THE BEACH WHEN  BOTH OF OUR MEN LEAPED ASHORE
AND RACED MADLY TOWARD THE HUTS. PAUSING ONLY LONG ENOUGH TO
SLIDE THE BOAT BEYOND THE GRP OF THE RVER, WE FOLLOWED,
CONSIDERABLY MYSTFED. QUICK AS WE WERE, WE FOUND BOTH THE
padrone AND HS MAN, TOGETHER WITH A DOZEN OTHERS, ALREADY
seated at a monte table. The padrone was acting as banker!

WE DSCOVERED THE NAME OF THS RLACE TO BE GATUN. TALBOT
found us a native hut in which were hammocks we could rent for
THE NGHT. THE HUT WAS A TWO-STORED AFFAIR, WITH A NOTCHED FOLE
BY WHCH TO CLAMBER ALOFT. | TOOK ONE LOOK AND DECIDED TO STAY



BELOW. MY WEGHT SEBVED SUFFICENT TO BRNG THE WHOLE THNG
down about our ears.

| DO NOT KNOW WHCH HAD THE BETTER OF IT. MY HAMMOCK WAS
SLUNG ACROSS ONE OORNER OF THE SINGLE ROOM. A COOKING FIRE
BLAZED MERRLY FVE OR SIX FEET AWAY. SOME TEN OR A DOZEN
NATIVES WERE DRNKING AND TALKING UNTIL NEARLY MORNING; AND TO
MY PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE SOVE TEN OR A DOZEN THOUSAND FLEAS
WERE DONG THE SAME. SIX DOGS WERE THAT HUT'S ALLOWANCE. THEY
DISCOVERED THAT MY WHGHT SAGGED MY HAMMOCK DOWN TO A
HEGHT JUST SUITABLE FOR THE RUBBING OF THEIR BACKS. IN VAN | SMOTE
WITH BOOT OR PISTOL BARREL. THEY KIYIED AND DEFARTED; BUT ONLY FOR
A MOVENT. | HAD NOT EVEN TIVE TO FALL INTO A DOZE BEFORE ONE OF
THE OTHERS WAS BACK AT IT. THS AMUSED THE DRNKING NATIVES. |
SUPPOSE THE POOR BEASTS VERY PASSIONATELY WANTED TO SCRATCH
THER BACKS. | COULD SYMPATHZE WITH THEM, NONE OF THEM COULD
HAVE HAD AS MANY FLEAS  AS | HAD, FOR THER SUPERFICAL AREA WAS
not as great; but perhaps they had as many per square inch.

IN THE COURSE OF THE NIGHT IT BEGAN TO RAIN. | NEAN REALLY RANN,
“WITHOUT GOING INTO DETAILS AS TO DROPS,” AS SOVEBODY HAS SAD.
THEN | CEASED BAWVYING MY FRENDS UPSTAIRS; FOR FROM ALL SOUNDS |
judged the roof was leaking.

NEXT MORNING IT WAS STILL DRZZLING. THE TOWN WAS FULL OF SAD-
EYED, WEARED MEN. | THNK EVERY ONE HAD HAD ABOUT THE SAME
EXFERENCE. THE  padrone WAS AT FIRST A LITTLE INCLINED TO DELAY;
BUT HE QUICKLY RECOGNIZED THAT OUR MOOD WAS BAD, SO SHORTLY WE
were under way.

THAT DAY WAS NOT AN UNMTIGATED JOY. [T RAINED, ACKING THE
SURFACE OF THE RVER WP IN LITTLE SPOTS AND RNGS. THE FOREST
DRFFED STEADLY. ALL THE BUTTERFLES AND BRGHT BRDS HAD
DISAPFEARED; AND SULLEN, SHFTING CLOUDS FARLY TOUCHED THE
TREETOPS. IT WAS 0OLD. WRAP OURSELVES AS WE WOULD, WE BECAVE
THOROUGHLY CHLLED. WE SHOULD HAVE LIKED TO GO ASHORE FOR A LITTLE
FIRE, OR AT LEAST A TRAMP ABOUT; BUT THERE SEEVED TO BE NO



BANKS, AND THE VEGETATION WOULD NOT LET US AFPROACH WHATEVER
EARTH THERE MGHT BE THE  padrone AND THE BIG NEGRO THRUST
THER HEADS THROUGH HOLES CUT IN THE MDDLE OF THER BLANKETS,

AND SERVED HARPY. TALBOT WARD AND YANK TOOK IT WITH THE
PHLOSOPHY OF OLD CANRAIGNERS; BUT JOHNNY AND | HAD NOT HAD
EXPERENCE ENOUGH TO REALIZE THAT THNGS HAVE A HABIT OF COMNG

to an end. We were too wet even to smoke.

THAT NGHT WE SPENT AT A FLACE CALLED PENA BLANCA, WHCH
DFFERED IN NO ESSENTAL FROM GATWIN. WE SLEPT THERE IN SMALL
SHEDS, ALONG WITH TWENTY OR THRTY OF OUR SHPF'S COMVPANIONS
WEDGED TIGHTLY TOGETHER. A DOZEN OTHER SMLAR SHEDS ADJONED.
WE WERE ALL QUARRELSOME AND DISNOCLNED TO TAKE MUCH
NONSENSE HTHER FROM THE NATIVES OR FROM EACH OTHER. ALSO WE
NEEDED AND WANTED FOOD; AND WE HAD DIFFICLTY IN GETTING IT. A
DOZEN INOPENT QUARRELS WERE EXTNGUSHED BECAUSE THE
MAJORITY OF THE CROWD WOULD NOT STAND FOR BENG BOTHERED BY THE
ROW. FINALLY THE WHOLE HUTFUL BECAME INVOLVED, AND IT REALLY
LOOKED FOR A MOMENT LIKE A ROT. A GOOD DEAL OF BAD LANGUAGE
FLEW ABOUT, AND MEN SHZED THER WEAFONS. YANK ROSE TO THE
OCCASION BY APPEALNG TO THEM NOT “TO KIK WP A MUSS,”
BECAUSE THERE WAS “A LADY OF OUR O/WN OOLOUR IN THE NEXT ROOM.”
The lady was mythical, but the riot was averted.

THE NEXT DAY WAS CLEARNG, WITH OCCASIONAL HEAVY DASHNG
SHOWERS, JUST TO KEEP US INTERESTED. THE COUNTRY BEGAN MORE TO
OPEN UP. WE PASSED MANY GRASS SAVANNAHS DOTTED WITH FALVS
AND A TREE SOVETHNG LIKE OUR LOCUST. HERDS OF CATTLE FED THERE.
THE RVER NARROWED AND BECAME SWIFTER. OFTEN OUR VEN HAD TO
LAY ASIDE THER PADDLES IN FAVOUR OF THE POLE OR TRACKING LINE.
ONCE OR TWICE WE LANDED AND WALKED FOR A SHORT DISTANCE ALONG
THE BANKS. AT ONE ALACE WE SAW SEVERAL WILD TURKEYS. AT
ANOTHER SOVETHNG HORRFYING, RUSTLING, AND REPTILAN MADE A
DASH FARLY FROM BETWEEN MY FEET, AND RUSHED flop NrO THE
WATER. THE BOYS CLAIVED | JUVPED STRAIGHT UPWARD FOUR FEET; BUT



| THNK IT WAS NEARER TEN. TALBOT SAID THE THNG WAS AN IGUANA. |
SHOULD LIKE VERY MUCH TO BE ABLE TO DESCRBE T ACCURATELY, BUT
MY OBSERVATION WAS SOVBWHAT CONFUSED. BEYOND THE EVIDENT
fact that it snorted actual fire, | am not prepared to go.

ALONG N THE EARLY AFTERNOON WE REACHED BOLDER SHORES N
WHCH THE TRAP ROOK DESCENDED SHEER BENEATH THE SURFACE OF
THE WATER. DIRECTLY AHEAD OF US ROSE A MOUNTAIN LIKE A CONE OF
VERDLRE. WE GLIDED AROUND THE BASE OF IT, AND SO CAME TO
GORGONA, SITUATED ON A HGH BLUFF BEYOND. THS WE HAD DECIDED
UFON AS THE BEND OF OLR RVER JORNEY. TO BE SURE WE HAD
BARGAINED FOR CRUCES, SIX MLES BEYOND; BUT AS THE MAJORTY OF
OLR SHP'S COMPANIONS HAD DECIDED ON THAT ROUTE, WE THOUGHT
THE GORGONA TRAIL MGHT BE LESS CROWDED. SO WE BEACHED OLR
BOAT, AND UNLOADED OULR EFFECTS; AND SET FORTH TO FIND
ACOOMVIODATIONS FOR THE PRESENT, AND MULES FOR THE IMVEDIATE
future.






CHAPTER VI
THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE

AT FIRST THERE SEEVED SLIGHT CHANCE OF GETTING BTHER. THE PLACE
WAS CROWDED BEYOND TS CARACTY. THE HOTEL FRANGAISE-A
SHED-AND-TENT SORT OF COMBINATION WITH A MUDDY NATURAL FLOOR—
WAS JAMVED. THE FEW NATIVE HUTS WERE CROWDED. MANY WE SAW
MAKING THEVSELVES AS OOMFORTABLE AS POSSBLE AMD THER
EFFECTS OUT IN THE OPEN. SOME WE TALKED WITH SAID THEY HAD
BEEN THERE FOR OVER A WEEK, UNABLE TO MOVE BECAUSE OF LACK OF
TRANSFORTATION. THEY REPORTED MUCH FEVER, AND IN FACT WE SAW
ONE POOR SHAKING WRETCH, WISTFUL-EYED AS A SICK DOG, BRACED
AGAINST A TREE ALL ALONE. THE SPIRIT WAS DRAINED OUT OF HM, AND
all he wanted was to get back.

WHLE WE WERE DISCUSSING WHAT TO DO NEXT, OUR MUSLIN-CLAD
ex-padrone, WHO HAD BEEN FAID AND SHAKEN BY THE HAND SOVE
TIVE SINCE, AFFROACHED SMOKING A LONGER GGAR THAN EVER. THS
he waved at us in a most debonair and friendly manner.

“BREAD ON THE WATER” OOMMENTED TALBOT AFTER A SHORT
CONVERSATION. “HE SAYS WE HAVE TREATED HM LIKE A BROTHER AND
A TRUE COMRADE IN ARMS; WHCH MEANS THAT | DD; YOU FELLOWS,
CONFOUND YOUR SAITEFUL SOULS, WANTED TO THROW HM OVERBOARD A
DOZEN TIVES. AND NOW HE SAYS TO FOLLOW HM, AND HELL GET US A
place to stay.”

“SOVE NATVE PG-STY WITH FLEAS,” | REVARKED SKEPTICALLY,
aside, to Johnny.

“You com’,” begged the padrone, with a flash of teeth.

WE CAME BEARNG OUR HOUSEHOLD GOODS, BECAUSE WE COULD
NOWHERE SEE ANY ONE TO BEAR THEM FOR US. AT THAT WE HAD TO



LEAVE THE HEAVIEST PIECES ON THE BEACH. TALBOT INSISTED ON
lugging his huge bundle of newspapers.

“THEY MAY COMVE IN HANDY,” HE ANSWERED US VAGURLY. “WELL,
THEY'RE MNE, AND THS IS MY BACK,” HE COUNTERED TO JOHNNY'S
and my impatience with such foolishness.

THE padrone LED US THROUGH TOWN TO THE OUTSKIRTS. THERE WE
CAME TO A SUBSTANTIAL LOW HOUSE OF SEVERAL ROOVS, WITH A
VERANDA AND VERTABLE CHMNEYS. THE EARTH IN FRONT HAD BEEN
BEATEN SO HARD THAT EVEN THE DOWNPOUR OF YESTERDAY HAD NOT
AFFRECIABLY SOFTENED IT. TO OUR SUMMONS APFEARED A VERY
SUAVE AND COURTEOUS FIGURE—THAT, IT AFFEARED, OF THE alcalde oF
the place.

“MY FREN,” EXFLANED THE  padrone IN ENGLISH, FOR OUR BENEFTT,
“they good peepele. They wan’ estay. Got no place estay.”

THE alcalde, A FORILY GENTLEVAN WITH SIDE WHSKERS AND A
great deal of dignity, bowed.

“My house is all yours,” said he.

THUS, ALTHOUGH ARRVING LATE, WE STOFFED AT THE BEST QUARTERS
IN THE TOWN. THE SENSE OF OBLIGATION TO ANY ONE BUT OUR BOATVAN
WAS CONSIDERABLY RELIEVED WHEN NEXT DAY WE RAID WHAT WE
OWED FOR OUR LODGING. ALSO, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR TALBOT AND
JOHNNY, | AM SURE YANK AND | WOULD HAVE TAKEN TO THE JUNGLE.
THERE SEBVED TO BE REQURED SO MUCH BOWING, SMLING,
PUNCTILIOUSNESS  AND ELABORATE COMPLIVENTING THAT IN A SHORT
TIVE | FELT MYSELF IN THE PRECISE MENTAL ATTITUDE OF A VERY SMALL
MONKEY SHAKING THE BARS OF HS CAGE WITH ALL FOUR HANDS AND
GBBERNG IN THE FACE OF SOME BENGN AND INFINITELY SUPEROR
FROFESSOR. | FARYY ACHED BEHND THE EARS TRYING TO LOOK
SUFFICENTLY ALERT AND BLAND AND INTELLIGENT. YANK SAT STOLID,
CHBAED TOBACCO AND SPAT OUT OF THE WINDOW, WHCH ALSO WENT
FAR TOWARD STAMFEDNG ME. TALBOT AND JOHNNY, HOWEVER,
SEEMED RGHT AT HOVE. THEY CAPPED THE OLD GENTLEVAN'S MOST



ELABORATE AND INVOLVED SPEECHES, THEY TALKED AT LENGTH AND
POMPOUSLY ABOUT NOTHING AT ALL; THER SMLES WERE RARE AND SAD
AND LINGERNG-NOT A BIT LKE MY IMBECLE THOUGH WELL-VEANT
GRNNNG-AND THEY SEEVED TO BE ABLE TO STICK T OUT UNTL
JUDGVENT DAY. NOT UNTL | HEARD THER PRVATE LANGUAGE AFTER IT
WAS ALL OVER DD | REALIZE THEY WERE NOT ENUOYING THE OCCASION
thoroughly.

TOWARD SUNSET OOCURRED A WELCOVE BREAK. A MOB OF NATIVES
SUDDENLY BURST INTO VIEW, FROM THE DRECTION OF TOWN. THEY WERE
RUNNING MADLY, LED BY A VERY LITTLE MAN AND A VERY BIG MAN. THE
TWO LATTER RUSHED WP TO THE EDGE OF THE VERANDA, ON WHCH WE
were all sitting, and began to talk excitedly, both at once.

“What's the row?” we asked Talbot in a breath.

“Can’t make out yet; something about a fight.”

THE alcalde cOMVANDED ORDER THEN THE MATTER BECANE
CLEAR. THE VERY LARGE MAN AND THE VERY LITTLE MAN HAD HAD A
FIGHT, AND THEY HAD OOME FOR JUSTICE. THS MUCH TALBOT MADE
plain. Then he chuckled explosively.

“THE LITTLE MAN IS MAKING HS ACCUSATION AGAINST HVSELF!” HE
TOD WS. “HE IS CHARGNG himself WITH HAVING ASSAULTED AND
BEATEN THE OTHER FELLOW. AND THE BIG ONE IS CHARGING himself
WITH HAVING LICKED THE LITTLE ONE. NETHER WANTS TO ACKNOWLEDGE
HE GOT LICKED; AND EACH WOULD RATHER RAY A FINE AND HAVE IT
ENTERED ON THE RECORDS THAT HE WON THE FIGHT. SO MUCH FOR SHEER
vanity!”

EACH HAD Hs DESRE. THE  alcalde, WITH BEAUTIFUL IMPARTIALITY,
fined them both; and nonchalantly pocketed the proceeds.

AT DUSK MLLIONS OF FREFLIES CAMVE OUT, THE EARTH GREW VELVET
BLACK, AND THE SOFT, TEFD AR BREATHED UP FROM THE RVER. LIGHTS
OF THE TOWN FLICKERED LIKE LARGER YELLOWER FIREFLIES THROUGH THE THN
SCREEN OF FALMS AND JUNGLE, AND THE VARIOUS NOISES, SUBDUED
BY DISTANCE, MNGLED WITH THE VOICES OF THOUSANDS OF INSECTS,



AND A STRANGE BOOMNG FROM THE RVER. | THOUGHT IT VERY FLEASANT,
AND WANTED TO STAY OUT; BUT FOR SOVE REASON WE WERE HALED
WITHN. THERE THE LAMPS MADE THE LOW BROAD ROOM VERY HOT. WE
SAT ON REAL CHARS AND THE STILTED EXCHANGE RESUVED. | HAVE
OFTEN WONDERED WHETHER OUR HOST ENJOYED [T, OR WHETHER HE DD IT
merely from duty, and was as heartily bored as the rest of us.

A HALF-NAKED SERVANT GLIDED IN TO TELL US THAT WE WERE WANTED
N THE NeXT ROOM WE FOUND THERE OLR GOOD  padrone AND
ANOTHER, A FINE TALL MAN, DRESSED VERY ELABORATELY IN SHORT JACKET
AND SLIT LOOSE TROUSERS, ALL SBAN WITH MANY SLVER BUTTONS AND
ornaments.

“He my fren’,” explained the padrone. “He have dose mulas.”

WITH THE GORGEOUS INDIVIDUAL TALBOT CONCLUDED A BARGAN. HE
WAS TO FURNSH US RDNG ANIVALS AT TEN DOLLARS EACH PER day;
AND AGREED TO TRANSFORT OUR BAGGAGE AT SX DOLLARS A
hundredweight. The padrone stood aside, smiling cheerfully.

“Iver good fren'? Eh?” he demanded.

“My SON,” SAID TALBOT WITH FEELING, “YOU'RE A GENTLEVAN AND A
SCHOLAR, INDEED, | WOULD GO FARTHER AND DESIGNATE YOU AS A
genuine lallapaloozer!”

THE padrone SEEVED MUCH GRATFIED, BUT IMVEDATELY
DEVANDED FIVE DOLLARS. THS TALBOT GAVE HM. JOHNNY THOUGHT
THE DEVAND WENT FAR TOWARD DESTROYNG THE VALLE OF THE
padrone’s KNDNESS: BUT THE REST OF US DFFERED. | BELEVE THS
FEOFLE, LAZY AND DISHONEST AS THEY ARE, ARE NEVERTHELESS
FECULIARLY SUSCEPTBLE TO KINDNESS. THE MAN HAD STARTED BY
TRYING TO CHEAT US OF OLR BARGAIN; HE ENDED BY GOING OUT OF HS
way to help us along.

AT SUPFER, WHCH WAS SERVED VERY SHORILY, WE HAD OUR FIRST
GLIVPSE OF THE LADES OF THE ESTABLISHVENT. THE OLDER WAS A
VERY DIGNFIED, PLACD, RATHER FAT INDIVIDUAL, WHOSE CHEF FEATURE
WAS HER SHNING DARK HAR. SHE BOWED TO US GRAVELY, SAD A FEW



WORDS IN SPANSH, AND THEREAFTER APFLIED HERSELF WITH CHLDLIKE
AND UNFEIGNED ZEST TO THE EDBLES. THE YOUNGER, MERCEDES BY
NANE, WAS A VERY SPRIGHTLY DANMSEL INDEED. SHE TOO HAD SHNNG
BLACK HAR, OVER WHICH SHE HAD FLUNG THE MOST COQUETTISH SORT OF
LACE SHAWL THEY CALL A rebosa. HER EYES WERE LARGE, DARK, AND
EXPRESSIVE; AND SHE CONSTANTLY USED THEBM MOST FROVOCATIVALY,
THOUGH WITH EVERY APPEARANCE OF SHYNESS AND MODESTY. HER
FIGURE, TOO, WAS LITHE AND ROUNDED; AND SO SWATHED, RATHER THAN
CLOTHED, THAT EVERY CURVE WAS BVPHASIZED. | SUPROSE THS EFFECT
WAS THE RESULT OF THE SPANISH MODE RATHER THAN OF INDIVIDUAL
SOPHSTICATION, JUST AS THE SUCCESSION OF LAZY POSES AND
BENDINGS WERE THE RESULT OF A RACIAL FEVININE INSTINCT RATHER THAN
OF CONSCIOUS PERSONAL OOQUETRY. CERTAINLY WE FOUR RED-SHRTED
TRAMPS WERE POOR ENOUGH GAME. NEVERTHELESS, WHATEVER THE
MOTIVE, THE EFFECT WAS CERTAINLY REAL ENOUGH. SHE WAS ALLURNG
RATHER THAN CHARVING, WITH HER FAN AND HER ~ rebosa, HR VELED
GLANCES, HER LANGUOROUS, BOLD POSES, AND THE SINGLE RED FLOWER
IN HER HAR. AND A GREAT DEAL OF THIS ALLURBVENT RESDED N THE
VERY FACT THAT NO ONE COULD TELL HOW MUCH WAS SIVPLE, INNOCENT,
AND UNCONSCIOUS INSTINCT, AND HOW MUCH WAS INTENDED. AN
UNFLEASING NOTE IN BOTH WOVEN WAS FURNISHED BY THE FOWDER.
THS SO LIBERALLY OOVERED THER FACES AS TO CONCEAL THE SKIN
beneath a dead mat white.

YANK AND | WERE KEPT OUT OF IT, OR THOUGHT WE WERE, BY OLR
IGNORANCE OF THE LANGUAGE. THS DID NOT SEEM TO HNDER JOHNNY
IN THE LEAST. IN FIVE MNUTES HE WAS OBLIVIOUS TO EVERYTHNG BUT
HS ATTEMPTS TO MAKE HIVSELF AGREEABLE BY SIGNS AND LAUGHNG
GESTURES, AND TO HS TRALS—WITH HELP-AT THE UNKNOWN LANGUAGE.
THE GRL FLAYED WP TO HM WHEL. TALBOT WAS GRAVELY AND
OOURTEOUSLY POLME. AT THE CLOSE OF THE MEAL THE WOMEN ROSE
SUDDENLY, BOWED, AND SWEPT FROM THE ROOM. JOHNNY TURNED
BACK TO US A GOOD DEAL ALUSHED AND EXCITED, A LITTLE BEMLDERED,
AND CONSIDERABLY DISAPPONTED. THE alcalde LOOKED AS THOUGH



NOTHNG UNUSUAL WERE UNDER WAY. THE REST OF US WERE
considerably amused.

“You'll see her later,” soothed Talbot mockingly.

Johnny gulped down his coffee without reply.

AFTER THE MEAL WE WENT OUTSDE FIRES HAD BEEN BULT ON
OPPOSITE SIDES OF THE HARD BEATEN EARTH IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE
FOLR MEN WITH GUTARS SAT CHAR TILTED, BACKED AGAINST THE
VERANDA. THRTY OR FORTY PEOPLE WANDERED TO AND FRO. THEY WERE
OF THE USUAL NATIVE OLASS; OLR HOST'S FAMLY, AND ONE OTHER,
CONSISTNG OF PARENTS AND THREE GROWN CHLDREN, SEEMED TO
REPRESENT ALL THE ARSTOCRACY. THESE BETTER-CLASS GUESTS CANE
TO JOIN US ON THE VERANDA. THE OLDER PEORLE DID NOT GREATLY DIFFER
FROM OUR HOST AND HS WIFE, EXCEPT IN CUT OF MASCULINE WHSKER,
or amount of feminine fat. The younger members consisted of a
YOUNG LADY, TALL AND GRACEFUL, A YOUNG GRL IN WHTE, AND A MAN OF
TWENTY OR THEREABOUT. HE WAS MOST GAUDLY GOTTEN P, FOR A
MALE CREATURE, IN A SOFT WHITE SHRT, A SHORT BRAIDED JACKET OF
BLUE A WDE, RED-TASSHLLED SASH, AND TROUSERS SLIT FROM THE
KNEES DOWN. THE ENTIRE COSTUVE WAS SEWN AT ALL FLACES, LIKELY
AND UNLIKELY, WITH SILVER BUTTONS. AS HE WAS A DARKLY HANDSOVE
CHAP, WITH A SMALL MOUSTACHE, RED LIPS AND A LITTLE FLASH OF TEETH,
THE EFFECT WAS QUITE GOOD, BUT | COULDN'T CARE FOR HS STYLE. THE
BUK OF THE VILLAGERS WERE DRESSED IN WHTE THE WOMEN ALL
CARRED THE rebosa, AND WERE THOKLY POWDERED. WE COULD SEE
a number of the Americans in the background.

THE MUSIOANS STRUXK WP A STRUMMY, DECDED SORT OF
MARCHLIKE TUNE, AND THE DANCERS FARED OFF. THEY PERFORVED A
KND OF LANCER FIGURE, VERY STATHY AND SOLEWN, SEEMINGLY
INTERVINABLE, WITH SCANT VARATION, SMALL FROGRESSIONS, AND
MGHTY LITTLE INTEREST TO ME WE SAT IN A STIFF ROW AND SHED THE
COMPLIVENT OF OUR PRESENCE ON THE SCENE. [T WAS ABOUT AS
INSPRNG AS A VISIT TO A HOSPITAL WARD. VWHAT DETERVINED THE
DURATION OF THE AFFAIR, | CANNOT TELL YOU; WHETHER THE MUSICANS'



FINGERS GAVE OUT, OR THE DANCERS' LEGS, OR THE OFFICAL AUDENCE' S
patience. But at last they ceased.

AT THE BEGNNING OF ANOTHER TUNE, OF MUCH THE SANE SOLEWN
CHARACTER, OUR YOUNG VISITOR BOWED CEREMONIOUSLY TO OUR HOST'S
daughter, and led her down the steps.

“COME ON, JOHN\NY, BE A SFORT. DANCE THS ONE,” SAID TALBOT
rising.

“DONT KNOW HOW,” REFLIED JOHNNY GLOOMLY, HS EYES ON THE
receding figure of Mercedes.

“The lady'll show you. Come along!”

TALBOT BOWED GRAVALY TO THE YOUNG GR, WHO AROSE
ENCHANTED. JOHNNY, WITH HS NATURAL GRACE AND COURTESY, OFFERED
HS ARM TO THE OTHER SHE TOOK IT WITH A FANTLY ALOOF AND
INDIFFERENT SMLE, AND DESCENDED THE STEP WITH HM. SHE DD NOT
look toward him, nor did she vouchsafe him a word. Plainly, she
WAS NOT INTERESTED, BUT STOOD IDLY ALIRTING WITH HER FAN, HER EYES
fixed upon the distance. The dance began.

IT WAS ANOTHER OF THE SAME GENERAL CHARACTER AS THE FIRST. THE
OOUPLES ADVANCED AND RETREATED, SWUNG SLOWLY ABOUT EACH
OTHER, DUCKED AND PASSED BENEATH EACH OTHER'S ARMS, ALL TO THE
STATELY STRUWING OF THE GUITARS. THEY KEPT ON DONG THESE
THNGS. JOHNNY AND TALBOT SOON GOT HOLD OF THE SEQUENCE OF
events, and did them too.

AT FIRST JOHNNY WAS GLOOMY AND DISTRAIT. THEN, AFTER HE HAD, N
THE CHANGES OF THE DANCE, PASSED MERCEDES A FEW TIVES, HE
BEGAN TO WAKE UP. | COULD MAKE OUT IN THE FIRELIGHT ONLY THE
SHAPES OF THER FIGURES AND THE WHTENESS OF THER FACES; BUT |
OOUD SEE THAT SHE LINGERED A MOVENT IN JOH\NY'S FORVAL
EVBRACE, THAT SHE FLIRTED AGAINST HM IN PASSING, AND | couD
GUESS THAT HER EYES WERE ON DUTY. WHEN THEY RETURNED TO THE
VERANDA, JOHNNY WAS CHFFER, THE VISITOR DARKLY FROANNG,
MERCEDES ANMATED, AND THE OTHER GIRL STILL FAINTLY AND ALOOFLY
smiling.



THE FANDANGO WENT ON FOR AN HOUR, AND THE RVALRY BETWEEN
JOH\NY AND THE YOUNG SPANIARD GREW IN INTENSITY. CERTANLY
MERCEDES DD NOTHNG TO MODFY IT. THE SCENE BECANE MORE
ANMATED AND MORE INTERESTING. A SLOW, GLIDNG WALTZ WAS
DANCED, AND SEVERAL POSTURNG, STAMPING DANCES IN WHCH THE
PARTNERS ADVANCED AND RECEDED TOWARD AND FROM EACH OTHER,
BENDING AND SWAYING AND HOLDING ALOFT THER ARVS. IT WAS VERY
FRETTY AND GRACEFUL AND CAPTIVATING; AND TO MY UNSOPHSTICATED
MND A TRFLE SUGGESTIVE, THOUGH THAT THOUGHT WAS FROBABLY THE
RESULT OF MY TRAINNG AND THE NOVELTY OF THE SIGHT. IT MUST BE
REVEVBERED THAT MANY PEORLE SEE HARM IN OUR ROUND DANCES
SIVALY BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOT BECOVE SUFFICENTLY ACCUSTOMED
TO THEM TO REALZE THAT THE FOSITION OF THE FERFORVERS IS
MVEANINGLESSLY CONVENTIONAL. SIMLARTY THE VARIOUS RATHER DARNG
POSTURES OF SOVE OF THESE SPANISH DANCES PROBABLY HAVE
BECOVE SO CONVENTIONALIZED BY NUVBERLESS REFETTTIONS ALONG
THE FORVAL REQUREVENTS OF THE DANCE THAT THER POSSBLE
SIGNFICANCE HAS BEEN LONG SINCE FORGOTTEN. THE AFPRARENTLY
DELIBERATE LURNG OF THE MAN BY THE WOMAN EXISTS SOLALY IN THE
MND OF SOMVE SUCH ALEN SPECTATOR AS MYSEF. | WAS
PHLOSOPHCAL ENOUGH TO SAY THESE THINGS TO MYSELF; BUT JOHNNY
WAS NOT. HE SAW MERCEDES LANGUSHNG INTO THE EYES OF HS
RVAL; HALF FLEENG PROVOCATIVELY, HER GLANCES SPARKLING; BENDING
AND SWAYING HER BODY IN ALLUREVENT; FINALLY IN THE FINALE OF THE
DANCE, MELTING INTO HER FARTNER'S ARMS AS THOUGH IN SURRENDER.

HE COULD NOT REALIZE THAT THESE WERE FORMAL AND ESTABLISHED
MEASLRES FOR A DANCE HE WAS TOO BLND TO SEE THAT THE
PARTNERS SERARATED QUITE CALMLY AND SAUNTERED NONCHALANILY
toward the veranda, the man rolling a paper cigarro, the woman
FLIRTNG IDLY HER FAN. HIS EYES GLOMNG DULLY, HE STARED STRAIGHT
before him; a spot of colour mounted on his cheekbones.

WITH AN EXCLAMATION TALBOT WARD AROSE SWIFTLY BUT QUEILY
AND MOVED DOWN THE VERANDA, MOTIONING ME TO FOLLOW. HE BENT



over Johnny's chair.

“Iwant to speak to you a moment,” he said in a low voice.

JOHNNY LOOKED UP AT HM A MOMENT DEFIANTLY. TALBOT STOOD
ABOVE HM, INFLEXBLY WAMNG. WITH A MUTTERED EXCLAMATION
JOH\NY FINALLY AROSE FROM HS CHAIR. VWARD GRASFED HS ARM AND
DREWV HM THROUGH THE WANDERNG NATVES, PAST THE FRNGE OF
ANERCAN SPECTATORS, AND DOWN THE HARD MOONLIT PATH TO THE
village.

Johnny jerked his arm loose and stopped short.

“Well, sirl” he demanded, his head high.

“YOU ARE ON YOUR WAY TO CALIFORNIA,” SAID VWWARD, “AND YOU ARE
STOFPNG HERE OVER ONE NIGHT. THE GRL IS FRETTY AND GRACEFUL AND
with much charm, but uneducated, and quite empty headed.”

“l WLL THANK YOU TO LEAVE ALL YOUNG LADES OUT OF THS
discussion,” broke in Johnny hotly.

“THS YOUNG LADY IS THE WHOLE OF THS DISCUSSION AND CANNOT
be left out.”

“Then we will abandon the discussion.”

“ALSO,” SAD TALBOT WARD IRRELEVANTLY, “DID YOU NOTICE HOW FAT
all their mothers are?”

We were wandering forward slowly. Again Johnny stopped.

“l MUST TELL YOU, SR, THAT | CONSIDER MY AFFAIRS NONE OF YOUR
BUSINESS, SIR; AND THAT | RESENT ANY INTERFERENCE WITH THEM,” SAD
he with heat.

“ALL RGHT, JOH\NY,” REFLIED TALBOT SADLY; “l| AM NOT GONG TO TRY
TO ADVISE YOU. ONLY | WANTED TO CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO ALL THE
ELEVENTS OF THE SITUATION, WHCH YOU FROBABLY HAD FORGOTTEN. |
WILL REFEAT-AND THEN | AM DONE-SHE IS NOTHNG TO YOU, SHE IS
BENEATH YOU, YOU ARE STOPPNG HERE BUT ONE DAY, SHE IS
CHARVING BUT IGNORANT—AND HER MOTHER IS VERY FAT. NOW GO HAVE
YOUR FOOL FIGHT—FOR THAT IS WHAT YOU ARE HEADED STRAIGHT FOR-IF YOU
think it at all worth while.”



JOHNNY'S GENEROUS HEART MUST HAVE BEEN SMITING HM SORELY,

NOW THAT HS HEAT AND EXCITEVENT HAD HAD TIVE TO COOL A LITTLE.
HE FOLLOWED US A FEW STEPS IRRESOLUTELY. WE CAME TO THE LARGE
TREE BY THE WAYSDE THE MAN WITH THE FEVER STILL SAT THERE
miserably indifferent to his surroundings.

“HErg, THS WON'T DO!” ORED TALBOT. “HE MUSTN'T BE ALLOWED TO
SIT THERE ALL NIGHT; HELL CATCH A CHILL SURE. MY FREND, GIVE US YOUR
arm. We’'ll find you some sort of a bunk.”

The man was dead.

WE CARRED HM TO THE VILLAGE AND RAISED A NUVBER OF OLR
COMRATROTS. NOT ONE KNBV WHO THE MAN MGHT BE, NOR EVEN
WHERE HS BHLONGINGS HAD BEEN STORED. HE HAD NO MARK OF
IDENTIFICATION ON HS PERSON. AFTER A DILIGENT SEARCH, WE WERE
FORCED TO GIVE IT UP. THE BODY WE BURED WITH ALL REVERENCE AT
THE EDGE OF THE JUNGLE. | WANTED TO PLACE THE MATTER ON AN
OFFICAL FOOTING BY NOTFYING THE alcalde, BUT TALBOT NEGATVED
this.

“I KNOW THS PEORLE,” SAID HE. “ONCE LET THE NBAS OF A MAN'S
DEATH GET ABROAD, AND IT'S GOOD-BYE TO ANY CHANCE OF FINDING
HS EFFECTS TO-MORROW. AND THAT'S OUR ONLY SHOW TO IDENTIFY HM
Best say nothing.”

WE RETRNED SLOMY TO THE alcalde’s HOUSE. THE FANDANGO
WAS STILL IN PROGRESS. MERCEDES ALASHED HER BRGHT EYES AT
JOH\NY AS WE MOUNTED THE STEPS; THE SPANIARD SCOWLED AND
MUTTERED AN IMPRECATION. JOHNNY BOWED GRAVELY AND PASSED
into the house.

We told Yank the circumstances.

“POOR DEVLL,” SAD |. “LIKE THE REST OF US, HE WAS SO FULL OF HOPE
so short time ago.”

Ward nodded.

“AND HS DEATH WAS SO UNNECESSARY, SO UTTERY AND
completely useless.”



“l DON'T KNOW,” SPOKE UP TALBOT MUSINGLY. “IT SEBMS TO US
UNNECESSARY, BUT WHO CAN TELL? AND USELESS? | DON'T KNOW. IF WE
HADN T HAPPENED TO STUVBLE ON THAT POOR CHAP JUST THEN, JOHNNY
FAIRFAX MGHT BE IN HS FIX RGHT THS MNUTE, AND JOHNNY FARFAX
seems to me likely to prove a very valuable citizen.”

“AND WHAT DD THE BLAME CRITTER MEAN BY THAT?” YANK ASKED
me later.






CHAPTER VII
THE TRAIL

WE MADE DESPERATE EFFORTS NEXT MORNNG TO FIND SOVEBODY
WHO KNEW THE MAN, OR AT LEAST COULD POINT OUT TO US HS EFFECTS;
BUT IN VAN. ALL WAS CONFUSION, AND EVERYBODY WAS TOO BUSY
GETTNG AWAY TO RAY US VERY MUCH ATTENTION. THS, | AM
CONVINCED, WAS NOT HARDHEARTEDNESS ON THE PART OF MOST; BUT
MERELY THAT ALL MEN'S MINDS WERE FILLED WITH A GREAT DESRE. OLR
OWN TRANSPORT MEN WERE IMPATIENT TO BE OFF; AND WE HAD FINALLY
TO ABANDON THE MATTER. WWHETHER OR NOT THE MAN HAD A FAMLY OR
FRENDS WHO WOULD NEVER KNOW WHAT HAD BECOVE OF HM, WE
SHALL NEVER FND OUT. LATER IN THE GOLD RUSH THERE WERE MANY
scores of such cases.

HAVNG miD THE  alcalde WE SET FORTH. MERCEDES DD NOT
appear. Our good padrone WAS ON HAND TO SAY FARBAVELL TO US AT
THE EDGE OF TOAWN. HE GAVE US A SORT OF CUP MADE FROM COCONUT
HUSK TO WHCH LONG CORDS HAD BEEN ATTACHED. WITH THESE, HE
EXPLAINED, WE OOULD DP UP WATER WITHOUT DISMOUNTING. WE
found them most convenient.

SHORTLY AFTER WE HAD LEFT TOMN, AND BEFORE WE HAD REALLY
BEGUN OUR JOURNEY IN EARNEST, WE PASSED A MOST ASTONISHING
CARAVAN GONG THE OTHER WAY. THS CONSISTED OF SIXTEEN MULES
AND DONKEYS UNDER SOLE CHARGE OF THREE MEN ARVED WITH
ANTIQUATED AND SOMBWHAT RUSTY MUSKETS. ON HTHRR SIDE OF
EACH MULE, SLUNG IN A ROPE AND FLAN TO SEE, HUNG A HEAVY INGOT
OF GOLD! FASCNATED, WE APPROACHED AND STROKED THE SATINY
BEAUTIFUL METAL; AND WONDERED THAT, ON A ROAD SO CROWDED WITH
TRAVELLERS OF ALL GRADES, SO PRECIOUS A TRAIN SHOULD BE FRERLY



ENTRUSTED TO THE THREE RAGGED LAZY NATVES. SO CUROUS DD THS
seem that Talbot inquired of the leader why it was allowed.

“WHTHER WOULD A THEF RUN TO? HOW COULD HE CARRY AWAY THESE
heavy ingots?” the man propounded.

OFTEN AROUND SUBSEQUENT CAMPARES WE HAVE IN IDLE CURIOSITY
attempted to answer these two questions successfully, but have
always failed. The gold was safe.

TALBOT INSISTED, WITH A GOOD DEAL OF HEAVY ARGUVENT, THAT OLR
EFFECTS SHOULD PRECEDE US ON THE TRALL. THE WISDOM OF THS WAS
APPARENT BEFORE WE HAD BEEN OUT AN HOR WE CANME UFON
DOZENS OF PORTERS RESTNG SFRAWLED OUT BY THE SDE OF THER
LOADS. | 0OUD HARDLY BLAME THEM FOR THESE MEN CARRED BY
MEANS OF A BAMBOO SCREEN AND STRAPS ACROSS THE SHOULDERS
AND FOREHEAD THE MOST ENORVOUS LOADS. BUT FARTHER ON WE
PASSED ALSO SEVERAL MULE TRAINS, FOR WHOSE STOFPNG THERE
OOULD BE NO REASON OR EXCUSE EXCEPT THAT THER NATVES WERE
lazy. Our own train we were continually overtaking and prodding
ON, TO MS INTENSE DSGUST. THUS TALBOT'S FORETHOUGHT, OR
EXPERENCE WITH FEORLE OF THS TYPE, ASSURED US OUR GOODS.
SOME OF OLR SHRAVATES WERE STILL WAITNG FOR THER BAGGAGE
when we sailed to the north.

VWE NOW ENTERED A DENSE FOREST COUNTRY. THE LOFTY TREES, THOK
FOLIAGE, SWINGING VINES, AND STRANGE BIG LEAVES UNDOUBTEDLY
WOULD HAVE IMPRESSED US UNDER OTHER CONDITIONS. BUT JUST Now
WE WERE TOO BUSY. THE RAINS HAD SOFTENED THE TRAL, UNTLL IT WAS
OF THE CONSISTENCY OF VERY STFF MD. IN THS MUD THE FIRST MULE
HAD LEFT HS TRACKS. THE NEXT MULE TROD CAREFULLY IN THE FIRST MULE'S
FOOTSTEPS; AND ALL SUBSEQUENT MUES DD LKBMSE THE
CONSEQUENCE WAS A SUCCESSION OF NARROW, DEEP HOLES IN THE
CLAY, INTO WHCH AN ANIVAL'S LEG SANK HALFWAY TO THE SHOULDER
NO POWER ON EARTH, | FIRWLY BELIEVE, COULD HAVE INDUCED THOSE
MLES TO STEP ANYWHERE B SE EACH HOLE WAS FUL OF MUDDY
WATER. WHEN THE MULE INSERTED HS HOOF THE WATER SPURTED OUT



VIOLENTLY, AS THOUGH FROM A SQURT GIN. AS A RESUT WE WERE, |
BELIEVE, THE MOST MUDDIED AND BEDRAGGLED CREW ON EARTH. WE
TRED WALKING, BUT OOULD NOT GET ON AT ALL. OCCASIONALLY WE CAVE
TO A STEEP LITTLE RAVINE DOWN AND UP THE SLIPFERY BANKS OF WHICH
WE SLID AND SCRAMBLED. YANK AND HS MULE ONCE LANDED N A
heap, plump in the middle of a stream.

IN THE OOURSE OF THESE TRBULATIONS WE BECAME SOVEWHAT
SERARATED. JOHNNY AND | FOUND OURSELVES RDNG ALONG IN
COMRANY, AND MUCH TOO BUSY TO TALK. AS WE NEARED A SNVALL
GROUP OF NATIVES UNDER A TREE, THREE OF THEM STARTED TOWARD US
on a run, shouting something. We stopped, and drew together.

ONE OF THE ASSAILANTS SEZED JOHNNY'S ANVAL BY THE BIT, AND
another’s gesture commanded him to dismount.

“GET OUT OF THAT!” SHOUTED JOHNNY THREATENNGLY; AND AS THE
VEN DD NOT OBEY HS BVPHATIC TONE, HE SNATCHED OUT HS COLT'S
pistol. I closed in next him and did the same.

Our threatening attitude caused the men to draw back a trifle;
but they redoubled their vociferations. Johnny attempted to spur
HS MULE FORWARD; BUT ALL THREE THREW THEVSELVES IN HS WAY. THE
REST OF THE NATVES, FOLR N NUMVBER, JONED THE GROWP. THEY
FONTED AT JOH\NY'S ANIVAL, MOTIONED PEREVPTORLY FOR HM TO
descend; and one of them ventured again to seize his bridle.

“l DON'T BELIEVE IT'S ROBBERY, ANYHOW,” SAD I. “THEY SEEM TO
recognize your mule. Probably you're riding a stolen animal.”

“I DON'T KNOW ANYTHNG ABOUT THAT,” SAID JOHNNY, A TRFLE ANGRLY,
“BUT | DO KNOW | HRED IT TO GO TO PANAMA WITH: AND TO PANAVA
I'm going. They can settle their mule question afterward.”

BUT WHEN HE GATHERED HS RENS AGAN, HE WAS PREVENTED
FROM GOING ON. JOHNNY REACHED SUDDENLY FORWARD AND STRUCK
WITH HS PISTOL BARREL AT THE HEAD OF THE MAN HOLDING HS ReiN. HE
MSSED BY THE FRACTION OF AN INCH; AND THE MAN LEAPED BACK
WITH A CRY OF RAGE. EVERYBODY YELLED AND DREW NEAR AS THOUGH
for a rush. Johnny and | cocked our weapons.



AT THS MOMVENT WE HEARD TALBOT WARD'S VOICE FROM BEYOND.
“TAKE 'EM FROM THAT SIDE!” YELLED JOHNNY EXCITEDLY. “GIVE IT TO
‘em, Tal!”

TALBOT SHOUTED AGAN, IN SPANSH. EVERY BRGAND IN THE LOT
IMVEDATELY TURNED IN HS DIRECTION, SHOUTING PERFECT FOUNTAINS
OF WORDS. AFTER A MOMENT TALBOT, AFOOT, BVERGED FROM THE
jungle and calmly picked his way through the mud toward us.

“PUT UP YOUR SHOOTING IRONS,” HE GRNNED AT US. “THESE MEN
TEL ME YOUR SADDLE FAD IS ON CROOKED AND THEY WANT TO
straighten it for you.”

JOHNNY, AND | AM SURE MYSELF, TURNED RED; THEN EVERYBODY
HOM.ED WITH GLEE JOHNNY DISMOUNTED, AND A DOZEN EAGRR
HANDS ADUUSTED THE HARNESS. WE SHOOK HANDS ALL AROUND,
laughed some more, and resumed our very sloppy journey.

This to me was one of the most terrible days | ever spent. We
PASSED DOZENS OF DEAD MULES, AND VULTURES THAT SAT IN TREES;
AND EXHAUSTED MEN LYING FLAT AS THOUGH DEAD; AND SICK MEN
SHAKEN WITH FEVER, AND ONE POOR WRETCH, WHOM WE FICKED UP
AND TOOK WITH US, WHO HAD ACTUALLY LAIN DOWN TO DE. HE WAS HALF
RAVING WITH FEVER, AND AS NEAR AS WE COULD MAKE OUT HAD HAD
OCOVRANIONS. WE TWISTED HM ABOARD A MULE, AND TOOK TURNS
WALKING ALONGSIDE AND HOLDING HM ON. BEYOND THE FACT THAT HE
WAS A VERY SMALL INDVIDUAL WITH LIGHT HAR AND AN ENGLISH
ACCENT, WE COULD TELL NOTHING ABOUT HM. HE WAS SUFFERNG FROM
CHOLERA, ALTHOUGH WE DD NOT KNOW THAT AT THE TIVE. THAT NIGHT
we spent at a wayside hut, where we left our patient.

EARY THE NEXT MORNNG WE BEGAN TO ASCEND A LITTLE, AND SO
CAME TO A ROOKY TABLELAND WITH PALMS, AND BEYOND IT ANOTHER
RDGE OF HLLS. WE QLIVBED THAT RIDGE AND DESCENDED THE OTHRR
SIDE. ANOTHER ELEVATION LAY BEFORE US. THS WE SURVIOUNTED, ONLY
TO FIND A THRD. AFTER WE HAD PUT A DOZEN SUCH RANGES BEHND US,
WE MADE THE MSTAKE OF THNKING THE NEXT WAS SURE TO BE THE



LAST. WE GOT P OUR HOPES A NUVBER OF TIVES IN THS FASHON,
THEN FELL DULLY INTO A DESPAR OF EVER GETTING ANYWHERE. THE DAY
WAS FEARFULLY HOT. THE INDIAN WHO HAD STOLIDLY PRECEDED US AS
GUDE AT LAST STOPFED, WASHED HS FEET CAREFULLY IN A WAYSIDE
mud hole and put on his pantaloons.
“That looks to me like an encouraging symptom,” | remarked.
Shortly after we entered the city of Panama.






CHAPTER VIII
PANAMA

WE ARRVED EARLY IN THE AFTERNOON, AND WE WERE ALL EYES; FOR
HERE WAS A OTY TAKEN DRECTLY FROM THE PAGES OF THE BOY’S OWN
PIRATE. WITHOUT THE LEAST EFFORT OF THE IMAGINATION WE COULD SEE
MORGAN OR KIDD OR SOME OTHER OLD SWASHBUCKLER, CUTLASS IN
TEETH, PISTOLS IN HAND, BROAD SASHED, FIERCE AND RUTHLESS RUSHNG
OVER THE WALLS OR THROUGH THE STREETS, WHLE THE CATHEDRAL BELLS
CLANGED WILDLY AND WOMEN SCREAMED. EVERYTHNG ABOUT IT WAS

OF THE RAST, FOR SOMEHOW THE MODERN SIGNS OF AMERCAN
INVASION SEBVED TEVPORARY AND TO BE BLOWN AWAY. THE TWO-
STORY WOODEN HOUSES WITH CORRDOR AND VERANDA ACROSS THE
FACE OF THE SECOND STORY, FANTED IN BRGHT COLOURS, LEANED
CRAZILY OUT ACROSS THE STREETS TOWARD EACH OTHER. NARROW AND
MYSTERIOUS ALLEYS LED UP BETWEEN THEM. ANCENT CATHEDRALS AND
CHURCHES STOOD GRAY WITH AGE BEFORE GRASS-GROWN FLAZAS. AND

IN THE OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN WERE MASSIVE MASONRY RUNS OF GREAT
BULDINGS, CONVENT AND COLLEGES, SOVE OF WHICH HAD NEVER BEEN
FINSHED. THE IMVENSE BLOCKS LAY ABOUT THE GROUND IN A
CONFUSION, COVERED SOFTLY BY THOUSANDS OF LITTLE FLANTS; OR SOARED
AGAINST THE SKY IN BROKEN ARCHES AND CORRDORS. VEGETATION AND
VINES GREW IN EVERY CREVICE, AND | SAW MANY FULL-SZED TREES
ROOTED IN MDAIR. THE PLACE WAS STRONGLY FANCFUL; AND | LOVED TO
LNGRR THRE. TO ME THE JUINGLE SERVED LKE AN INSIDIOUSLY
BEAUTFUL CREATURE BWHOPNG THUS, LITTILE BY LTILE, TS
UNSUSPECTING FREY. THE OLD GRAY TUVBLED RUNS SEBVED TO BE

LOST IN DREAMS OF THER ANCIENT DAYS. AND THROUGH THE ARCHES
AND THE BVPTY OORRDORS OPEN TO THE SKY BREATHED A MELANCHOLY

AR FROM A PAST SO DEAD AND GONE AND BURED AND FORGOTTEN THAT



OF IT RAVAINED NO ECHO, NO RECOLLECTION, NO KNOWLEDGE, NOTHNG
but squared and tumbled stones.

TO TEL THE TRUTH | GENERALLY HAD THESE REFLECTIONS QUITE TO
MYSELF. THE BODY OF THE TOWN WAS MUCH MORE EXOITING. THE OLD
DILAPIDATED AND PICTURESQUE HOUSES HAD TAKEN ON A NEW AND
TEMPORARY SMARTNESS OF MODERNITY—CONSISTING MAINLY OF CANVAS
SIGNS. THE MAIN STREET WAS OF HOTELS, EATING HOUSES, AND
ASSORTED HELLS. [T WAS CROWDED DAY AND NGHT, FOR WE FOUND
SOMETHNG OVER A THOUSAND MEN HERE AWAITING THE CHANCE OF
TRANSFORTATION. SOME HAD BEEN HERE A LONG TIVE, AND WERE
BROKE AND DESPERATE. A NUVBER OF AMERICAN GAMBLING JOINTS
DD A GOOD BUSINESS. NATIVE DRNKING HOUSES ABOUNDED. THE
NATIVES WERE IN GENERAL A SHOWY LOT, BUT TOO LAZY EVEN TO DO A
GOOD JOB AT FLEECNG THE STRANGER WITHN THER GATES. THAT WAS
THEREFORE  UNDERTAKEN-AND  MOST ~ COMPETENTLY-BY  THE
enterprising foreigners of all nations. Foreigners kept two of the
THREE HOTELS, AS IS INDICATED BY THER NAMES—HOTEL FRANGAISE
FonDA AVERCANO, AND THE WASHNGTON HOUSE. AMERCANS RAN
THE GAMBLING JONTS. FRENCH AND GERVANS, MANLY, KEPT THE
restaurants.

WE STOFFED OVER ONE DAY AT THE FONDA AMERICANO; AND THEN
REALIZING THAT WE WERE FROBABLY IN FOR A LONG WAIT, FOUND TWO
ROOMS IN A HOUSE OFF THE MAIN STREET. THESE WE RENTED FROM A
NATIVE AT A FARLY REASONABLE RATE. THEY WERE IN THE SECOND STORY
OF A MASSIVE STONE RUN WHOSE WALLS HAD BEEN FATOHED UP WITH
WHTBVASH. THE ROOMS WERE BARE AND GEOVETRICALLY CAT-A-
COORNERED AND EXTRACRDINARLY CHLLY, LIKE VAULTS; BUT THEY GAVE OUT
ON A CHARVINGLY UNKEVPT WALLED GARDEN WITH A STONE FOUNTAIN IN
THE MDDLE WHOSE FEATURES WERE ALL ROUNDED BY TIVE AND
BLURRED WITH MOSS, WITH TALL RAGGED BANANAS AND TALLER WIND-
SWEPT FALMS, AND A CREEPING LUSH TANGLE OF OLD FLANTS, AND THE
DAMP SOFT GREENNESS OF MOSS AND THE ELFIN TINKLING OF LITTLE
WATERS. ON OUR BALOONY THE SUN SHONE STRONG; SO THAT WE COULD



warm our chilled bones gratefully like lizards against a wall.

WE TRED ALL THE RESTAURANTS, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, AND FOUND
THEM ABOUT EQUALLY BAD. WE ALSO WENT IN-ONCE-FOR A REAL
SPANSH DNNER. [T CONSISTED OF A SUCCESSION OF DISHES HGHLY
SEASONED WITH THE HOTTEST SORT OF PEPPER, GENERALLY DROWNED IN
RICH GRAVY, AND COMPOSED OF SUCH THINGS AS CHEESE, CHUNKS OF
MEAT, OORN MEAL, AND THE LIKE. ANY ONE OF THESE DISHES WOULD
HAVE BEEN A FINE STRENGTH TEST FOR THE AVERAGE UNSOPHSTICATED
STOVACH, BUT YOUR TRUE SPANISH DNNER CONSISTS OF A DOZEN OF
them. We had horrible indigestion.

IN ONE RLACE, KEPT BY A GERVAN, WE WERE TREATED VERY
DISAGREEABLY, AND OVERCHARGED SO BADLY THAT YANK VOWED HE
INTENDED TO GET EVEN. AS TO JUST HOW HE WAS GOING TO DO IT, HE
MAINTAINED A DEEP SILENCE, BUT HE ADVISED US HE WOULD EAT
THERE THE FOLLOMNG EVENNG. ALSO HE ASKED FOLR OR FIVE OTHRR
MVEN, WITH WHOM WE HAD BECOVE FRENDLY, TO MEET US AT THE
restaurant. We met, ate our meal leisurely, and had a very good
time.

“Now,” SAD YANK TO US, “WHEN WE GET UP, YOU FELLOWS ALL GO
RGHT OUT THE FRONT DOOR AND KEEP GONG UNTL YOU GET TO THE
FONDA BAR, AND THERE YOU WAIT FOR VE. NO LINGERNG, Now. DO As
you are told.”

WE DD AS WE WERE TOLD. AFTER ABOUT FIFTEEN OR TWENTY MNUTES
Yank sauntered in.

“Now,” saD JOHWNY, “l HOPE YOULL BXRLAN. WERE MUCH
OBLIGED FOR YOUR DINNER PARTY, BUT WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT IT IS ALL
about.”

“WEL,” CHUKLED YANK, “l JUST DEALT THE DUTCHVAN WHAT YOU
MGHT CALL IDLE PERSIFLAGE UNTIL YOU FELLOWS HAD BEEN GONE A FEW
MNUTES, AND THEN | HELD HM OUT MY DOLLAR ‘WHAT'S THAT?’ SAYS
HE ‘THAT'S A DOLLAR,” SAYS |, ‘“TO PAY FOR MY DNNER” ‘HOW ABOUT ALL
THOSE OTHER FELLOWS?’ SAYS HE ‘| GOT NOTHNG TO DO WITH THEM,
SAYS |. “THEY CAN RAY FOR THER OAN DINNERS,” AND AFTER A WHILE |



COME AWAY. HE WAS HAVING SOVE SORT OF DUTCH FIT, AND | GOT
tired of watching him.”

Outside the walls of the city was a large encampment of tents
IN WHCH DWELT THE MORE IMPECUNIOUS OR MORE ECONOMCAL OF
THE MNERS. HERE TOO HAD BEEN LOCATED A LARGE HOSPITAL TENT.
THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF SIOKNESS, DUE TO THE HARDSHPS OF THE
JOURNEY, THE BAD CLIVATE, IRREGULAR LIVING, THE OVEREATING OF FRUI,
DRINKING, THE TOTAL LACK OF SANITATION. IN FACT ONLY THE SITUATION OF
THE CITY—OUT ON AN ISTHVUS IN THE SEA BREEZES—| AM CONVINCED,
SAVED US FROM FESTILENCE. EVERY ANERCAN SEBVED TO POSSESS
A PATENT MEDICNE OF SOME SORT WITH WHCH HE DOSED HIVSELF
RELIGIOUSLY IN AND OUT OF SEASON. A GOOD MANY, | SHOULD THINK,
must have fallen victims to these nostrums.

EACH MORNNG REGUARY WE WENT DOMN TO HARASS THE
STEAVSHP BVALOYEES. ROUGHLY SPEAKING SOVE THREE HUNDRED
OF US HAD BOUGHT THROUGH PASSAGE BEFORE LEAVING NEW YORK:
AND T WAS ANNOUNCED THAT ONLY FFTY-TWO ADDITIONAL TO THOSE
ALREADY ABOARD COULD BE SQUEEZED INTO THE FIRST STEAMER. THE
OTHER TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-EGHT WOULD HAVE TO AWAIT THE NEXT.
NATURALLY EVERY MAN WAS DETERMINED THAT HE WOULD NOT BE LEFT;
FOR SUCH A DELAY, IN SUCH A FLACE, AT THE TIVE OF A GOLD RUSH WAS
UNTHNKABLE. THE OFFICIALS AT THAT STEAMSHIP OFFICE HAD NO EASY
TIVE. EACH MAN WANTED FIRST OF ALL TO KNOW JUST WHEN THE SHP
WAS TO BE EXPECTED; A THNG NO ONE COULD GUESS. THEN HE
DEMANDED HS ACOCOMVIODATIONS; AND HAD A DOZEN REASONS
WHY HS CLAM SHOULD BE PREFERRED OVER THAT OF THE OTHERS. |
NEVER SAW A MORE QUARRELSOME NOISY DOG-KENNEL THAN THAT
STEAMSHP OFFICE. VWHY NO ONE WAS EVER SHOT THERE | COULD NOT
tell you.

AFTER BEDEVILLING THE OFFICALS FOR A TIVE, OUR BUSINESS FOR THE
DAY WAS OVER WE HAD THE PRVILEGE OF SAUNTERNG THROUGH THE
STREETS, OF WALKING DOWN THE PENINSULA OR OF SEATING OURSELVES
IN ANY OF THE NUVEROUS BARS OR GAMBLING HALLS. ALL WERE



INTERESTING; THOUGH NEITHER THE STREETS NOR THE GAMBLING PLACES
were in full action until late afternoon.

ABOUT FOLR O'CLOCK, OR HALF AFTER, WHEN THE INVARABLE SIESTA
WAS OVER, THE MAIN STREET BEGAN TO FILL WITH IDLERS. THE NATIVES
WORE WHTE, WITH WIDE SOFT STRAW HATS, AND LOUNGED ALONG WITH
CONSDERABLE  GRACE.  THEY WERE A WEAK, UNBNERGETIC,
INOFFENSIVE RACE, ALWAYS READY TO GET OFF THE SIDEWVALK FOR OTHER
NATIONS PROVIDED THE OTHER NATIONS SWAGGERED SUFFICENTLY. THE
WOVEN, | REVEVBER, HAD WONDERFUL PLES OF GLOSSY BLACK HAR,
ARRANGED IN BANDS AND PUFFS, IN WHCH THEY STUCK CIGARS. THE
STREETS WERE VERY NARROW. WHEN A VEHCLE CAME ALONG, WE ALL
HAD TO MAKE WAY FOR IT, AS ALSO FOR THE GANGS OF FRISONERS
CONNECTED WITH HEAVY IRON CHAINS AROUND THER NECKS. THESE
WERE VERY NUVEROUS; AND | CAN HEAR YET, AS THE LEADING NOTES OF
THE FLACE, THE CLINKING OF THER CHAINS, AND THE CRACKED JANGLING
of some of the many cathedral bells.

THERE WAS A NEVER-FAILING JOY TO US ALSO IN FOKING AROUND THE
ODD RLACES OF THE TOWN. THE DM INTERORS OF CATHEDRALS, THE
SALASHED STONES OF COURTYARDS, THE SHADOWS OF DOORWAYS, THE
PRVACES OF GARDENS ALL LURED US; AND WE SAW MANY PHASES OF
NATIVE LIFE. GENERALLY WE WERE LOOKED ON AT FIRST WITH DISTRUST.
THERE WERE A NUVBER OF ROUGHS AMONG THE GOLD SEEKERS; MEN
WHOSE BRUTAL INSTINCTS OR WHOSE MERELY IGNORANT LOVE OF
HORSERLAY HAD NOW FOR THE FIRST TIVE NO CHECK. THEY FOUND THAT
THE NATIVE OOULD BE PUSHED OFF THE SIDEWALK, SO THEY PUSHED
HM OFF. | ONCE SAW A NUVBER OF THESE MEN LIGHT THER CIGARS AT
ALTAR CANDLES. BUT TALBOT'S SPANSH AND OUR OWN DEVEANOLR
soon gained us admission.

THUS WE RAN ACROSS A MOST DELIGHTFUL INSTITUTION. WE WERE
RANVBLING IN A VERY OBSCURE PORTION OF TOWN WHEN WE CAME TO
QUITE A LONG WALL UNBROKEN SAVE BY A LITTLE WICKET GATE. A BELL
PULL SEEMED TO INVITE INVESTIGATION, SO WE GAVE IT A HEAVE.
Almost immediately the gate swung open and we entered.



WE FOUND OURSHVES IN A WIDE SPACE PAVED WITH SMOOTH
GREAT SLABS OF ROCKS, WET AS THOUGH FROM A RECENT RAN. THE
SPACE WAS THCKLY BULT UP BY SMALL ROUND HUTS OF REEDS, BUT
WITHOUT ROOFS. IN THE CENTRE WAS A WELL, FROBABLY TEN OR  twelve
FEET WIDE, OVER WHCH SLANTED A CROSS ARM AND WHEEL FOR THE
DRAWING OF WATER. NO HUVAN BENG WAS IN SIGHT; THE GATE HAD
been unlatched by an overhead cord.

WE SHOUTED. IN A MNUTE OR SO A VERY IRASCBLE OLD WOVAN
HOBBLED TO US FROM SOVE MYSTEROUS LURKING FLACE AMONG THE
REED HUTS. SHE SPOKE IVRATIENTLY. TALBOT QUESTIONED HER, SHE
REPLIED BREFLY, THEN TURNED AND HOBBLED OFF AS FAST AS SHE COULD
go.

“What did she say?” some one asked Talbot curiously.

“SHe SAD,” REPLIED WARD, “LITERALLY THS. ‘WHY DONT YOU TAKE
ANY OF THEM WITHOUT BOTHERNG ME? THEY ARE ALL READY. |
imagine she must mean these bird cages; though what they are
for | couldn’t tell you.”

WE INVESTIGATED THE NEAREST. [T WAS DVIDED INTO TWO TINY
ROOMS EACH JUST BIG BENOUGH TO HOLD A MAN. IN ONE WAS A THREE
LEGGED STOOL; IN THE OTHER STOOD TWO TALL GRACEFUL JARS OF RED CLAY,
THER SIDES BEDEWED WITH EVAPORATION. A DIFFER MADE FROM A
coconut lay across the top of one of them.

“Bath house!” shouted Johnny, enchanted.

THE WATER IN THE POROUS EARTHEN JARS WAS COLD. WE TOOK EACH
A HUT AND POURED THE ICY STUFF OVER US TO OUR HEART'S CONTENT. ALL
EXCEPT YANK. HE LOOKED ON THE PROCEEDINGS WE THOUGHT WITH
some scorn; and departed carrying his long rifle.

“Hey!” shouted Johnny finally, “where’s the towels?”

TO THS INQURY WE OOULD FIND NO SUBSTANTIAL ANSWER. THERE
WERE NO TOMELS. THE OLD WOMAN DECLINED TO COVE TO OUR YELLS.
She was on hand, however, when we were ready to depart, and
TOOK ONE AMERICAN DIVE AS PAYNVENT FOR THE THREE OF US. THS



WAS THE ONLY CHEAP THNG WE FOUND IN PANAMVA. WE CAME EVERY
DAY, AFTER THE HOULR OF SESTA-WITH TOMES. YANK REFUSED
steadfastly to indulge.

“I'M HAVING HARD ENOUGH DODGING TO KEEP CLEAR OF FEVERN
AGER NOW,” HE TOLD US. “YOU DON' T SEEM TO REOOLLECT WHAT NEOK OF
THE WOODS | COVE FROM. IT'S A FEVER' N AGER OOUNTRY OUT THERE FOR
keeps. They can't keep chickens there at all.”

“Why not?” asked Johnny innocently.

“THE CHLLS THEY GET SHAKES ALL THE FEATHERS OFF N 'BW,” REFLIED
Yank, “and then they freeze to death.”

IN THE EVENNG THE MAIN STREET WAS A BLAZE OF LIGHT, AND THE
BY-WAYS WERE CAST IN DARKNESS. THE CROWD WAS ALL AFOOT, AND
MOVED RESTLESSLY TO AND FRO FROM ONE BAR OR GAMBLING HELL TO
ANOTHER. OF THE THOUSAND OR SO OF STRANGERS WE CANE IN TIVE TO
RECOGNIZE BY SIGHT A GREAT MANY. THE JOURNEY HOVE THROUGH THE
DARK WAS PERLOUS. WE NEVER ATTEVPTED IT EXCEPT IN COMPANY;

AND AS JOHNNY SEEVED FASCINATED WITH A CERTAIN GAME CALLED
MEXICAN monte, WE OFTEN HAD TO ENDURE LONG WAITS BEFORE ALL
our party was assembled.

ONE MORNING OLR DALY TRP TO THE STEAMSHP OFFICE BORE FRUIT.
WE FOUND THE RLAZA FILLED WITH EXCITED MEN, ALL TALKING AND
GESTICWLATING. THE MUCH TIRED OFFICIALS HAD EVOLVED A SCHEME,
BEAUTIFUL IN ITS SIVALICITY, FOR DECIDING WHCH FIFTY-TWO OF THE THREE
HUNDRED SHOULD GO BY THE FIRST SHP. THEY ANNOUNCED THAT AT
eleven o’clock they would draw lots.

THS WAS ALL VERY WELL, BUT HOW DD THE GENERAL PUBLIC KNOW
that the lots would be drawn fairly?

THE OFFICALS WOULD PERMT A COMMITTEE OF OTZENS TO BE
present.

NoT BY THE ETERNAL! WHERE WOULD YOU GET ANY ONE TO SERVE?
NO MBVBER OF THAT COMMTTEE WOULD DARE ACCEPT HS OWN
TICKET, PROVIDED HE DREW ONE. NO ONE WOULD BELIEVE IT HAD BEEN



done honestly.

VERY WELL. THEN LET FAFTY-TWO OUT OF THREE HUNDRED SLIPS OF
PAPER BE MARKED. EACH PROSPECTIVE PASSENGER OOUD THEN
draw one slip out of a box.

“I’'S ALL RGHT, BOYS,” THE OBSERVERS YHLED BACK AT THOSE
clamouring in the rear.

ONE OF THE OFFICIALS STOOD ON A BARREL HOLDING THE BOX, WHLE A
clerk with a list of names sat below.

“AS | CALL THE NANVES, WILL EACH GENTLEVAN STEP FORWARD AND
draw his slip?” announced the official.

WE WERE ALL WATCHNG WITH OLR MOUTHS OFEN INTENSELY
interested.

“DID YOU EVER HEAR OF SUCH A DAMFOOL WAY OF DONG THE
thing?” said Talbot. “Here, give me a boost up!”

Johnny and | raised him on our shoulders.

“GENTLEVEN! GENTLEVEN” HE CRED A NUVBER OF TIVES BEFORE
HE COUD BE HEARD ABOVE THE ROW. FINALLY THEY GAVE HM
attention.

“I'M A TICKET HOLDER IN THS THNG; AND | WANT TO SEE IT DONE
RGHT. | WANT TO ASK THAT GENTLEVAN THERE WHAT IS TO PREVENT THE
WRONG MAN FROM ANSWERNG TO A NAME, FROM DRAWNG A SLIP
without having any right to?”

“THE RGHT MAN WILL PREVENT HM” ANSWERED A VOICE THE
crowd laughed.

“WELL, WHO'S TO DECIDE, IN CASE OF DISPUTE, WHCH IS THE right
MAN AND WHCH THE WRONG MAN? AND WHAT'S TO PREVENT ANY
MAN, AFTER THE DRAWING, FROM MARKING A BLANK SLIP-OR MAKING A
new slip entirely?”

“That’s right!” “Correct!” shouted several voices.

THE OFFICALS CONSUTED HURREDLY. THEN ONE OF THEM
ANNOUNCED THAT THE DRAWING WOULD BE FOSTFONED UNTIL THE
FOLLOWING MORNING. EACH WAS TO BRNG HS STEAMSHP TICKET WITH



HM THE WINNERS IN THE DRAWING MUST BE PREFARED TO HAVE THER
TIOKETS COUNTERSIGNED ON THE SPOT. WITH THS UNDERSTANDING WE
dispersed.

THs WAS TALBOT WARD'S FIRST PUBLIC AFFEARANCE, THE FIRST
OCCASION IN WHCH HE CALLED HNVSELF TO THE ATTENTION OF HS
FELLOWS ASSEVBLED IN PUBLIC MEETING. THE OCCASION WAS TRVIAL,

AND IT IS ONLY FOR THS REASON THAT | MENTION IT. HIS PERSONALITY AT
ONCE BECANE KNOWN, AND REVEVBERED; AND | RECOLLECT THAT
many total strangers spoke to him that evening.

BY NEXT MORNING THE TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS HAD WORKED IT OUT.
WE 0OULD NOT ALL GET INTO THE OFFICE, SO THE DRAWING TOOK FLACE
ON THE PLAZA OUTSDE AS EACH MAN'S NAME WAS CALLED, HE
STEPPED FORWARD, SHOWED HS TICKET, AND WAS ALLOWED TO DRAW A
SLIP FROM THE BOX. |F IT FROVED TO BE A BLANK, HE WENT AWAY; IF HE
WAS LUCKY, HE HAD HS TIKET Viséd ON THE SFOT. SUCH A
PROCEEDING TOOK THE GREATER FART OF THE DAY; BUT THE EXCITEVENT
REVAINED INTENSE. NO ONE THOUGHT OF LEAVING EVEN FOR THE NOON
meal.

YANK DREW PASSAGE ON THE FIRST STEAVER. TALBOT, JOHNNY, AND
I drew blanks.

We walked down to the shore to talk over the situation.



“YOU HOUNDS!' HE ROARED. ‘DON'T YOU DARE TRY TO SNEAK OFF!™

“WE OUGHT TO HAVE BOUGHT TIOKETS GOOD ON THS FARTICULAR SHP,
not merely good on this line,” said Johnny.
“DOESNT MATTER WHAT WE ought TO HAVE DONE” REJONED



TALBOT A LITTLE IMATENTLY. “WHAT ARE WE  g0ing TO DO? ARE WE
going to wait here until the next steamer comes along?”

“THAT'S LIKELY TO BE TWO OR THREE MONTHS—NOBODY KNOWS,” SAID
Johnny.

“NO; 'S IN SIX WEEKS, | BEIEVE THEY TELL ME THEY'VE STARTED
regular trips on a new mail contract.”

“WEHLL, SIX WEEKS. IF WE STAY IN THS HOLE WELL ALL BE SICK; WELL
BE BROKE, AND IN THE MEANTIVE EVERY OUNCE OF GOLD IN THE
country will have been picked up.”

“What's the alternative?” | asked.

“Sailing vessel,” said Talbot briefly.

“THAT'S MGHTY UNCERTAN,” | OBJECTED. “NOBODY KNOWS WHEN
ONE WILL GET IN; AND WHEN T DOES SHOW WP ITLL BE A MAD
scramble to get to her. There’s a mob waiting to go.”

“WEHLL, IT'S ONE OR THE OTHER. VWWE CAN'T WALK; AND | DON'T SEE THAT
THE SITUATION IS GOING TO BE MUCH BETTER WHEN THE NEXT STEAMER
DOES GET HERE. THERE ARE A COURLE OF HUNDRED TO CROWD IN ON
HER-JUST COUNTING THOSE WHO ARE HERE AND HAVE TICKETS. AND
then there will be a lot more.”

“I'M FOR THE SAILING VESSEL,” SAID JOHNNY. “THEY COME IN EVERY
WEEK OR TWO NOW; AND IF WE CAN'T MAKE THE FIRST ONE, WE LL HAVE
a good chance at the second or the third.”

Talbot looked at me inquiringly.

“Sounds reasonable,” | admitted.

“THEN WEVE NO TIVE TO LOSE,” SAID TALBOT DECSVELY, AND
turned away toward the town.

Yank, who had listened silently to our brief discussion, shifted
HS RFLE TO HS SHOULDER AND FOLLOWED. SHORILY HE FELL BEHND; AND
we lost him.

WE ACOCOMPANED TALBOT IN SOVE BEMLDERVENT, FOR THERE
WAS NO SHP IN SIGHT NOR IN PROSPECT, AND WE COULD NOT
understand any reason for this haste. Talbot led the way directly



to the steamship office.

“I WANT TO SEE BROWN,” HE ASSERTED, NAMNG THE CHEF AGENT
for the company.

THE CLERK HESITATED. BROWN WAS AN IVPORTANT MAN AND NOT TO
BE DISTURBED FOR TRVIAL MATTERS. BUT TALBOT'S EYE COULD BE VERY
assured.

“What is your business with Mr. Brown?” asked the clerk.

“IT 1Is WITH MR. BROWN,” SAID TALBOT FIRMLY, “AND | MAY ADD THAT IT
IS TO MR BROWN'S OAN INTEREST TO SEE ME. TELL HM JUST THAT, AND
THAT MR TALBOT WARD OF NEW YORK CITY DESRES AN IMVEDATE
interview.”

THE CLERK WAS GONE FOR SOME MOVENTS, TO THE MANFEST
ANNOYANCE OF A DOZEN MNERS WHO WANTED HS ATTENTION. WHEN
HE RETURNED HE MOTIONED US TO A SCREENED-OFF PRIVATE OFFICE IN
the rear.

“Mr. Brown will see you,” said he.

WE FOUND BROAN TO BE A FLORID, SOLIDLY BULT MAN OF FIFTY, WITH A
KEEN EYE AND A BROWN BEARD. HE NODDED TO US BREFLY AND
looked expectant.

“WE THREE MBN,” SAD TALBOT DIRECTLY, “HOLD THREE TIOKETS ON
YOUR LINE. WE WERE NOT FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO GET PASSAGE ON THE
NEXT STEAMER, AND OUR BUSINESS WILL NOT PERMT US TO WAIT UNTIL
the one after. We want our money back.”

Brown’s face darkened.

“THAT IS A MATTER FOR MY CLERKS, NOT FOR ME,” HE SAID CLRILY. ‘I
WAS TOLD YOUR BUSINESS WAS TO MY ADVANTAGE. | HAVE NOTHING TO
do with tickets.”

“ONE MNUTE,” SAID TALBOT. “THERE ARE BETWEEN TWO AND THREE
HUNDRED MEN IN THS TOAN EACH ONE OF WHOM BOUGHT A TICKET
FROM YOUR COMPANY IN NEW YORK IN THE EXPECTATION, IF NOT UNDER
THE UNDERSTANDNG, THAT THEY WERE TO GET THROUGH PASSAGE
immediately.”



“NO SUCH THNG WAS BEXPECTED OR GUARANTEED,” INTERFOSED
Brown abruptly.

“Not guaranteed, nor expected by you-by us, yes.”

“l CANNOT ARGUE THAT MATTER. | HAVE NO FURTHER TIVE FOR YOU.
Good-day.” And Brown once more reached his hand toward his
bell.

“SUPPOSE,” SAID TALBOT SOFTLY, LEANNG FORWARD. “| SHOULD PUT IT
INTO THE HEADS OF THOSE THREE HUNDRED MEN THAT THEY OUGHT TO
get their passage money back?”

Brown’s hand stopped in midair.

“THEY ARE LARGE, VIOLENT, ARVED MEN, AND THEY ARE FAR FROM
PURE HOVE INFLUENCES,” WENT ON TALBOT MOCKINGLY. “HERES A
SAMPLE OF THEM,” SAID HE INDICATING MY HUGE FRANME. “AND THERE
ARE A THOUSAND OR SO MORE, NOT DIRECTLY INTERESTED BUT DYING FOR
excitement.”

“Are you trying to intimidate me, sir?” demanded Brown.

“lam just stating conditions.”

“You are threatening me.”

“Ah, that is different,” said Talbot Ward.

BROMN SAT LOST IN THOUGHT FOR SOME MOMENTS. THEN HE
reached forward and at last struck the bell.

“Let me have your tickets,” he commanded us shortly.

HE BNDORSED THEM AND HANDED THEM TO THE CLERK, TOGETHER
WITH A WRITTEN ORDER. WE ALL SAT IN ABSOLUTE SILENCE FOR PERHAPS
FIVE MNUTES. THEN THE CLERK RETURNED WITH A HANDFUL. OF GOLD. THS
BROMN COUNTED OVER AND SHOVED ACROSS TO TALBOT. THE LATTER
also counted it, and thrust it in his pocket.

“Now,” SAD BROWN, WITH SOVETHNG AFPROACHNG GENALITY, “I
AM COUNTING ON YOUR HONOUR TO SAY NOTHNG OF THS OUTSIDE. | AM
gambling on your evident class in life at home.”

“You have our promise, and it will be kept,” said Talbot rising.
“BUT UNDOUBTEDLY WITHN TWO DAYS YOU WILL THNK | AM THE BIGGEST



LIAR UNHUNG. THERE WILL BE MANY MORE WHO WILL THNK OF THS SAVE
SIVALE FLAN OF GETTING A REFUND ON THER TICKETS AND WHO WILL BLAB
IT OUT TO BVERY ONE ON THE STREET. YOU WOULD DO WELL TO MAKE YOUR
FLANS NOW AS TO HOW YOU INTEND TO DEAL WITH THEM BuUT
remember, |, nor my friends, will have had nothing to do with it.”

“l UNDERSTAND THAT THERE WILL BE ALENTY MAKING YOULR SANE
DEVAND,” SAD BROWN, “BUT | DOUBT ANY OF THEM WILL THNK OF
urging that demand.”

WE LEFT. AS A MATTER OF INTEREST, TALBOT'S PREDICTION WAS
QORRECT, AS, INDEED, BROWMN HAD IMVEDATELY RECOGNZED IT
WOULD BE. TALBOT HAD ONLY THE ADVANTAGE OF THNKING A LITTLE
QUOKER THAN THE NEXT MAN, OF ACTNG IMVEDIATELY, AND OF
ALLOWING NO TIVE FOR REFLECTION TO THE OTHER. THE STEAMSHP OFFICE
HAD A STRENUOUS TIVE. TALBOT'S THREAT HAD THS  MUCH OF REAL
SIGNFICANCE  THAT THERE WAS, LACKNG HM, NO ORGANZED
DEVONSTRATION. EACH MAN WENT FOR HVSELF AND DEVANDED HS
MONEY BACK. IN A FEW RARE CASES HE GOT IT, BUT WAS GENERALLY
BLUFFED OUT, OR BLANDLY REFERRED BACK TO THE NEW YORK OFFICES, OR
REASONED OUT. THE SITUATION CAME NEAR TO RIOT, BUT IN SOMVE
DIFFICLLT MANNER T WAS TIDED OVER. A FEW SETTLED DOWN TO WAIT FOR
THE NEXT STEAMER. THE MAJORTY DECIDED FOR SAILING SHPS, AND
POCKETED THER STEAMER TIKETS IN HOFES OF FUTLRE
REVBURSEVENT. ONE SCORE OF FANATICS AND IGNORAMUSES, IN
DENSE IGNORANCE AS TO THE NATURE OF THE JOURNEY, ACTUALLY STARTED
OUT TO ROW TO SAN FRANCISCO IN AN OFEN BOAT! THEY WERE NEVER
HEARD OF AGAIN. ONE OR TWO RARTES MODFED THS FLAN BY
PROCEEDING IN FISHNG BOATS TO THE EXTREMTY OF THE PENINSULA OF
LOWER CALIFORNA, AND THENCE MARCHED OVERLAND TO SAN DIEGO.
THER SUFFERNGS IN THAT ARD REGION WERE GREAT, BUT THEY
managed to arrive many months later.

WE RETURNED TO OUR LODGINGS, CONGRATULATNG TALBOT ON THE
FROVPTITUDE OF HS ACTION, FOR ALREADY WE SAW DETERVINED
looking men hurrying across the plaza toward the offices.



AT OUR PLACE WE FOUND THAT YANK HAD NOT RETURNED. AT FIRST WE
THOUGHT NOTHNG OF THS; BUT ABOUT DUSK WE FOUND THAT ALL HS
belongings had disappeared.






CHAPTER IX
NORTHWARD HO!

WE 0OULD NOT UNDERSTAND THS SUDDEN DEFARTURE, EXCEPT ON THE
POSSBLE GROUND THAT YANK, REALIZING THAT NOW THE PARTY MUST
SALIT FORCES, HAD DECDED TO SEEK NBAV COMPANIONS AMONG
those lucky enough to sail on the first steamer.

“EVEN THEN HE NEEDNT HAVE BEEN IN SUCH A HURRY,”
COMALANED JOHNNY A TRFLE BTERY. “AND HE NEEDNT HAVE
thought we’d be in his way.”

“HAS HE PAID HS SHARE OF THE LODGINGS?” IT OCCURRED TO ME TO
ask.

WE FELT QUITE BITTER AGANST YANK, AND WE CAREFULLY AVODED
HS USUAL HAUNTS, FOR WE DD NOT WANT TO MEET HM THEN WE
began to think it strange we had not run across him somewhere
ON THE STREETS. THEN WE BEGAN TO LOOK FOR HM. VWE FOUND THAT
Yank had disappeared!

AT THAT, A LITTLE ALARVED, WE SET OURSELVES TO A SERIOUS SEARCH
AND INQURY. A FEW REVBVBERED TO HAVE SEEN HM, BUT WERE
VAGLE AS TO WHEN AND WHERE. THE AUTHORITIES MOVED SLUGGISHLY,
AND WITH LITTLE ENTHUSIASM. MEN WERE DYING EVERY DAY; AND
DISAPFEARNG UNDERGROUND, LEAVING NO TRACE OF THEVSHELVES
behind. One more or less seemed unimportant.

IN THE MEANWHLE WE SPENT MUCH OF OLR TIVE BY THE SHORE,
TOGETHER WITH A COMFORTABLE MAJORTY OF OLR FELLOW ARGONAUTS,
AWAITING THE SIGHTING OF A VESSEL. WE HAD ENGAGED, AND RAID
DALY, A BOATVAN TO BE IN READNESS TO TAKE US OFF, AND WE
settled our lodgings account a week ahead.

“THERE'S GOING TO BE A SCRAMBLE FOR THAT BLESSED SHP,” SAD



Talbot; “and we’ll just be prepared.”

TO THAT END WE ALSO KEPT OUR EFFECTS PACKED AND READY FOR
instant removal.

THE BEACH WAS NOT A BAD FLACE. [T RAN OUT THE FENNSULA IN A
LONG GENTLE CURVE; AND THE SURGES BROKE SNOW WHTE ON YELLOW
SANDS. ACROSS DEEP BLUE WATER WAS AN ISLAND; AND BACK OF US
PALM TREES WHIFPED IN THE TRADE WINDS. WE SAT UNDER THEM, AND
YARNED AND ALAYED CARDS AND SMOKED. IN BAD WEATHER—AND IT
RAINED FRETTY OFTEN-WE HUDDLED IN SMOKY LITTLE HUTS; THOSE OF US
WHO COULD GET IN. THE REST TRED TO STICK IT OUT, OR RETURNED WITH
rather a relieved air to the town.

THE EXPECTED SHP CANE, OF COURSE, ON ONE OF THESE DULL GRAY
DAYS; AND THOSE WHO HAD THOUGHT THEMSELVES UNLUCKY IN BENG
CROWDED OUT OF THE HUTS WERE THE FIRST TO SIGHT HER THEY
SNEAKED DOWN VERY QUEETLY AND TRED TO LAUNCH TWO OF THE BOATS.
OF COURSE THE NATIVE BOATMEN WERE ALL INSIDE, TRUST THEM AS A
HGH SURF WAS RUNNING, AND AS NONE OF THE MEN WERE IN ANY
SENSE GOOD BOATVEN, THEY FROVPILY BROACHED TO AND FILLED. THE
noise brought us to the door.

THN THERE WAS A FNE ROW. ONE OF THE TWO BOATS
COMVANDEERED BY THE EARLY BIRDS HAPPENED TO BE OURS! ALL OLR
FORETHOUGHT SEBVED TO HAVE BEEN IN VAN. THE BEDRAGGLED AND
CRESTRALLEN MEN WERE JUST WADING ASHORE WHEN WE DESCENDED
upon them. Talbot was like a raving lunatic.

“You HOUNDS!” HE ROARED. “DON'T YOU DARE TRY TO  SNEAK OFF!
YOU CATCH HOLD HERE AND HELP BVPTY THESE BOATS! YOU WOULD,
WOULD YOU?” HE CAUGHT ONE ESCAPING WORTHY BY THE COLLAR AND
JERKED HM SO RAPDLY BACKWARD THAT HS HEELS FARLY CRACKED
TOGETHRR. JOHNNY FLEW TO COVBAT WITH A CHUCKLE OF Jov. |
CONTENTED MYSELF BY KNOOKING TWO OF THEM TOGETHER UNTIL THEY
FROMSED TO BE GOOD. THE FOUR WE HAD COLLARED WERE VERY
MEEK. WE ALL WADED INTO THE WASH WHERE THE BOAT LAY
SLUGGISHLY ROLLING. IT IS NO EASY MATTER TO BVPTY A BOAT IN THAT



CONDITION. WATER WHGHS A GREAT DEAL; IS FEARFULLY INERT, OR AT
LEAST FEELS SO; AND HAS A BAD HABIT OF PROMPILY SLOFPNG IN
AGAN. WE TUGGED AND HEAVED, AND ROLLED AND HAULED UNTLL OLR
joints cracked; but at last we got her free.

IN THE MEANTIVE FORTY OTHER BOATS HAD BEEN LAUNCHED AND
WERE FLYING OVER THE WAVES HALFWAY BETWEEN THE SHORE AND THE
ship.

TALBOT WAS SWEARING STEADLY AND WITH ACCURACY; JOHNNY WAS
WORKING LIKE A CRAZY MAN; | WAS HEAVING AWAY AT THE STERN AND
KEEPING AN EYE ON OLR INVOLUNTARY HELFERS. THE BOATMAN,
BESIDE HIMSELF \MTH FRANTIC EXCITEVENT, JABBERED AND RAN ABOUT
AND SCREANVED DRECTIONS THAT NO ONE UNDERSTOOD. ABOUT ALL WE
WERE ACOOMPLISHNG NOW WAS THE KEEPING OF THAT BOAT'S HEAD
straight against the heavy wash.

It seemed as though we tugged thus at cross purposes for an
HOWR IN REALTY IT WAS PROBABLY NOT OVER TWO OR THREE MNUTES.
THEN TALBOT REGAINED SUFFICENT CONTROL TO LISTEN TO THE BOATVAN.
At once he calmed down.

“HERE, BOYS,” SAD HE, “EASE HER BACKWARD. YOU, JOHNNY,
STAND BY AT THE BOW AND HOLD HER HEAD ON. FRANK AND | WILL GVE
HER A SHOVE AT THE STERN. WHENTHETIME OOMVES, ['LL YELL AND YOU
pile right in, Johnny. Vamos, Manuel!”

WE TOOK OUR FLACES; THE BOATMAN AT THE OARS, HS EYES OVER
his shoulder watching keenly the in-racing seas.

THE FOUR DRFPNG CULPRITS LOOKED AT EACH OTHER UNCERTAINLY,
and one of them started to climb in the boat.

“WHL, FORGOod's sakE” SCREECHED TALBOT, AND MADE A
headlong bull rush for the man.

THE LATTER TUVBLED RGHT OUT OF THE BOAT ON HS BACK N THE
SHALLOW WATER HIS THREE COMPANIONS FLED INCONTINENTLY LP THE
BEACH, WHERE HE FOLLOWED THEM AS SOON AS HE COULD SCRAMBLE
to his feet.



Manuel said something sharply, without looking around.

“Shove!” screeched Talbot. “Pile in, Johnny!”

WE BENT OUR BACKS, THE BOAT RESISTED, YIELDED, GATHERED
HEADWAY. IT SEEVED TO BE SLIFPING AWAY FROM VE DOWN A STEEP
hill.

“Jump in!” yelled Talbot.

| GAVE A MGHTY HEAVE AND FELL OVER THE STERN INTO THE BOTTOM
OF THE BOAT. WATERS SERVED TO BE ORASHING BY; BUT BY THE TIVE |
HAD GATHERED MYSELF TOGETHER AND RISEN TO MY KNEES, WE WERE
OUTSIDE THE LINE OF BREAKERS, AND DANONG LIKE A GULL OVER THE
smooth broad surges.

SHPS COULD ANCHOR NO NEARER THAN ABOUT A MLE AND A HALF
OFFSHORE. BY THE TME WE HAD REACHED THE CRAFT SHE WAS
SURROUNDED BY LITTLE BOATS BOBBING AND RUBBING AGANST HER
SIDES. SHE PROVED TO BE ONE OF THAT VERY TUBBY, BLUFF-BOWED
TYPE THEN SO COMMONLY IN USE AS WHALERS AND FREGHTERS. THE
decks swarmed black with an excited crowd.

WE ROMVED SLOWLY AROUND HER. VWE WERE WET, AND BEGINNING TO
CHLL. NO WAY SERVED TO OFFER BY WHCH WE COULD REACH HR
DECKS SAVE BY DFFICULT OLAMBERNG, FOR THE GANG LADDER WAS
SURROUNDED TEN DEEP BY EWPIY BOATS. A PROFOUND
DISCOURAGEVENT SUCCEEDED THE EXCITEMENT LNDER WHCH WE
had made our effort.

“TO HELL WITH HER!” SNARLED JOHNNY, “THERE'S NO SENSE GOING
ABOARD HER. THERE'S ENOUGH ON DECK NOW TO FILL HER THREE TIVES
over. Let's get back where it's warm.”

“IF | RUN ACROSS ANY OF THOSE FELLOAS IN TOWN I'LL BREAK THER
necks!” said .

“What makes me mad—" continued Johnny.

“Oh, for heaven’s sake shut up!” cried Talbot.

IF HE HAD BEEN A LITTLE LESS COLD AND MSERABLE WE PROBABLY
WOULD HAVE QUARRELLED. AS IT WAS, WE MERELY HUMPED OVER, AND



MOTIONED THE ASTONSHED MANUEL TO RETURN TO THE SHORE OWR
BOAT'S HEAD TURNED, WE DROFFED DOWN UNDER THE BOW OF THE
SHP. IN ORDER TO AVOID THE SWEEP OF THE SEAS MANURL HELD US AS
CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE UNDER THE BOWSFRIT. WWE HEARD A HAIL ABOVE
us. Looking up we saw Yank bending over the rail.

WE STARED AT HM, OUR MOUTHS OPEN, SO ASTONSHED THAT FOR A
MOVENT WE DD NOT EVEN THNK TO OHEOK THE BOAT. THEN WE
CAME BACK IN A CLUMSY CROLE. YANK YELLED AT US; AND WE YELLED
BACK AT HM, BUT SO GREAT WAS THE CRASH OF WATERS AND THE
WHSTLING OF WIND THAT WE OOULD MAKE OUT NOTHNG. THEN YANK
MOTIONING US TO REVAIN WHERE WE WERE, DISAFPEARED, TO RETURN
after a short interval, with a speaking trumpet.

“Have you got your baggage with you?” he roared.

We shook our heads and waved our arms.

“Go getiit!” he ordered.

We screamed something back at him.

“Go get it!” he repeated; and withdrew his head entirely.

WE ROWED BACK TO TOAN; IT WAS NO LONGER NECESSARY TO RETURN
TO THE EXPOSED BEACH WHERE WE HAD WAITED TO SIGHT THE SHFS.
JOH\NY AND | INDULGED IN MUCH EXCITED SPECULATION, BUT TALBOT
refused to show curiosity.

“HE'S THERE, AND HE'S EVIDENTLY ENGAGED US PASSAGE, AND HE
WANTS US ABOARD TO CLAM IT,” SAD HE, “AND THAT'S ALL WE CAN
know now; and that’s enough for me.”

On our way we met a whole fleet of boats racing their belated
WAY FROM TOWN. VWE GRINNED SARDONICALLY OVER THE PLIGHT OF THESE
WORTHES. A HALF-HOUR SUFFICED US TO CHANGE OUR CLOTHES, OOLLECT
OUR EFFECTS, AND RETURN TO THE WATER FRONT. ON THE RETURN JOURNEY
WE CROSSED THE SAME FLEET OF BOATS INWARD BOUND. THER
occupants looked generally very depressed.

YANK VET US AT THE TOP OF THE GANGWAY, AND ASSISTED US IN
GETTING OUR BAGGAGE ABOARD. JOHNNY AND | PEFFERED HM WITH



QUESTIONS, TO WHCH HE VOUCHSAFED NO ANSWER WHEN WE HAD
PAID OFF THE BOATMAN, HE LED THE WAY DOWN A HATCH INTO A VERY
DARK HOLE NEAR THE BOWS. A DM LANTERN SWAYED TO AND FRO,
through the murk we could make out a dozen bunks.

“THEY CALL THS THE FO'CAS'LE,” SAID YANK PLACDLY. “CREW SLEEPS
HERE. THS IS OUR HAPPY HOVE. EVERYTHING BLSE FULL LP. WE FOLR,”
SAD HE, WITH A LITTLE FLASH OF TRUVPH, “ARE JUST ABOUT THE ONLY
GALOOTS OF THE WHOLE B'ILNG AT PANAVA THAT GETS PASSAGE
SHE'S LOADED TO THE  MUZZLE WITH MEN THAT'S COVE AWAY AROUND
THE HORN IN HER; AND THE ONLY REASON SHE STOPPED IN HERE AT ALL
IS TO GET A NBW THNG-UMA-JIG OF SOVE SORT THAT SHE HAD LOST OR
busted or something.”

“WEL, | DONT LIKE MY HAFPY HOME WHLE SHE WOBBLES SO,”
SAD JOHNNY. “I'M GONG TO BE SEASIK, AS USUAL. Bur FOR
HEAVEN'S SAKE, YANK, THL US WHERE YOU CAME FROM, AND ALL
ABOUT IT. AND MAKE IT BREF, FOR I'M GOING TO BE SEASICK PRETTY
soon.”

He lay down in one of the bunks and closed his eyes.

“YOU D MUCH BETTER COVE UP ON DECK INTO THE FRESH AR,” SAID
Talbot.

“Fire ahead, Yank! Please!” begged Johnny.

“WEL,” SAD YANK, “WHEN | DREW THAT STEAMER TICKET, IT STRUK
me that somebody might want it a lot more than | did, especially
AS YOU FELLOWS DREW BLANK. SO | HUNTED UP A MAN WHO WAS IN A
HURRY, AND SOLD IT TO HM FOR FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS. THEN | HRED
ONE OF THESE SAIL-RGGED FISHNG BOATS AND LAD IN GRUB FOR A
week and went cruising out to sea five or six miles.”

Johnny opened one eye.

“Why?” he demanded feebly.

“l WAS FIGGERN ON MEETING ANY OLD SHP THAT CAME ALONG A
LITTLE BEFORE THE CROWD GOT AT HER,” SAD YANK. “AND JUDGN BY THE
GANG'S RBVARKS THAT JUST LEFT, | SHOUD THNK I'D AGGERED JUST



right.”

“You bet you did,” put in Talbot emphatically.

“IT MUST HAVE BEEN MGHTY UNCOMFORTABLE CRUSING OUT THERE IN
that little boat so long,” said I. “l wonder the men would stick.”

“I paid them and they had to,” said Yank grimly.

“Why didn’t you let us in on it?” | asked.

“WHAT FOR? [T WAS ONLY A ONEMAN JOB. SO THEN | STRUCK THS
SHP, AND GOT ABOARD HER AFTER A LITTLE TROUBLE FERSUADING HER TO
STOP. THERE WASN'T NO WAY OF MAKING THAT CAPTAIN BELIEVE WE D
SLEEP ANYWHERES WE COULD EXCEPT CASH; SO | HAD TO RAY HM A
good deal.”

“How much?” demanded Talbot.

“It came to two hundred apiece. 'm sorry.”

“GLORY BE” SHOUTED TALBOT, “WE RE AHEAD OF THE GAME. YANK,
you long-headed old pirate, let me shake you by the hand!”

“Iwish you fellows would go away,” begged Johnny.

WE WENT ON DECK. THE DUSK WAS FALLING, AND THE WIND WITH IT;
AND TO WESTWARD AN UNTOLD WEALTH OF GOLD WAS PLING WP. OWR
SHP ROLLED AT HER ANCHOR, AWAITNG THE RETURN OF THOSE OF HR
PEOFLE WHO HAD GONE ASHORE. ON THE BEACH TINY SFOTS OF LIGHTS
twinkled where some one had built fires. A warmth was stealing
OUT FROM THE SHORE OVER THE TROUBLED WATERS. TALBOT LEANED ON
the rail by my side. Suddenly he chuckled explosively.

“I WAS JUST THNKING,” SAID HE IN EXFLANATION, “OF US DAMFOOLS
roosting on that beach in the rain.”

THUS AT LAST WE ESCAPED FROM THE ISTHWUS. AT THE BND OF
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS WE HAD LEFT THE ISLAND OF TOBAGO ASTERN, AND
were reaching to the north.



PART I
THE GOLDEN CITY







CHAPTER X
THE GOLDEN CITY

WE STOOD IN BETWEEN THE HLLS THAT GUARDED THE BAY OF SAN
FRANCISCO ABOUT TEN O'CLOOK OF AN EARLY SPRING DAY. A FRESH COLD
WIND PURSUED US; AND THE SKY ABOVE US WAS BLUER THAN | HAD
EVER SEEN IT BEFORE, EVEN ON THE ISTHVUS. TO OUR RGHT SOMVE
GREAT ROCKS WERE COVERED WITH SEALS AND SEA LIONS, AND BACK OF
THEM WERE HLLS OF YELLOW SAND. A BEAUTIFUL GREAT MOUNTAIN ROSE
GREEN TO OUR LEFT, AND THE WATER BENEATH US SWIRLED AND EDDIED
in numerous whirlpools made by the tide.

EVERYBODY WAS ON DECK AND CLOSE TO THE RAL. WE STRANED
OLR EYES AHEAD; AND SAW TWO ISLANDS, AND BEYOND A SHORE OF
green hills. None of us knew where San Francisco was located,
NOR OOULD WE FIND OUT. THE SHP'S COMPANY WERE MUCH TOO BUSY
TO PAY ATTENTION TO OUR QUESTIONS. THE GREAT OFENING OUT OF THE
BAY BEYOND THE LONG NARROWS WAS THEREFORE A SURFRISE TO US; IT
SEEVED AS VAST AS AN INLAND SEA. WE HAULED TO THE WIND,
turning sharp to the south, glided past the bold point of rocks.

THEN WE SAW THE CITY CONCEALED IN A BEND OF THE COVE. [T WAS
MAINLY OF CANVAS; HUNDREDS, PERHAPS THOUSANDS OF TENTS AND
CANVAS HOUSES SCATTERED ABOUT THE SIDES OF HLLS. THE FLAT WAS
COVERED WITH THEM, TOO, AND THEY EXTENDED FOR SOVE DISTANCE
ALONG THE SHORE OF THE COVE. A GREAT DUST,  BORNE BY THE WIND
THAT HAD BROUGHT US IN, SWEPT ACROSS THE CITY LIKE A CLOUD OF
SMOKE. HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF VESSELS LAY AT ANCHOR IN THE
harbour, a vast fleet.

WE WERE IMVEDATELY SURROUNDED BY SMALL BOATS, AND OLR
DECKS FILLED WITH MEN. WE HAD OUR FIRST SIGHT OF THE GENUNE



MNERS. THEY PROVED TO BE AS VAROUS AS THE PONTS OF THE
COMMSS. BIG MEN, LITTLE MEN, CLEAN MEN, DRTY MEN, SHAGGY

MEN, SHAVEN MEN, BUT ALL INSTINCT WITH AN EAGER LIFE AND ENERGY |
HAVE NEVER SEEN EQUALLED. MOST WORE THE REGULATION DRESS—A
RED SHRT, PANTALOONS TUCKED INTO THE TOPS OF BOOTS, BROAD BELTS
WITH SOVETIVES SILVER BUCKLES, SILK CHNESE SASHES OF VIVID RAW
OOLOURS, A REVOLVER, A BOWIE KNIFE, A FLOFPY OLD HAT. OCCASIONALLY
ONE, MORE DIGNFIED THAN THE REST, SPORTED A SHINY TOP HAT; BUT
ALWAYS WITH THE RED SHRT. THESE WERE MERCHANTS, AND MEN
permanently established in the town.

THEY ADDRESSED US EAGERY, ASKING A THOUSAND QUESTIONS
CONCERNING THE NBWS OF THE OUTSIDE WORLD. WE COULD HARDLY
ANSWER THEM IN OUR DESIRE TO QUESTION IN RETURN. WERE THE GOLD
STORES REALLY TRUE? WERE THE DIGGINGS VERY FAR AWAY? WERE THE
DIGGINGS HOLDING OUT? VWHAT WERE THE CHANCES FOR NBAVOOVERS?
AND SO ON WITHOUT END; AND THE BURDEN ALWAYS OF GOLD! GOLD!
gold!

WE WERE ANSWERED WITH THE ENTHUSIASM OF AN OLD-TIVER
WELCOMNG A NEWCOMER TO ANY COUNTRY. GoLD! PLENTY oF M THeY
TOLD US, IN BREATHLESS SNATCHES, THE MOST MARVELLOUS TALES—ONE
SAILOR HAD DUG $17,000 IN A WEEK; ANOTHER MAN, A FARVER FROM
NEw ENGLAND, WAS TAKNG ouT $5,000 To $6,000 DALY. THEY
VENTIONED NAMES AND ALACES. THEY POINTED TO THE HARBOLR FULL
OF SHFPNG. “FOUR HUNDRED SHPS,” SAD THEY, “AND HARDLY A
dozen men aboard the lot! All gone to the mines!” And one man
SNATCHNG A LONG NARROW BUCKSKIN BAG FROM HIS POCKET, SHOOK
OUT OF TS MOUTH TO THE FALM OF HS HAND A TINY CASCADE OF
GLITTERNG YELLOW RARTICLES-THE DusT WE SHOVED AND PUSHED,
CROWDING AROUND HM TO SEE THS MARVELLOUS SIGHT. HE LAUGHED
IN A SORT OF EXCITED TRUVPH, AND TOSSED THE STUFF INTO THEAR. THE
BREEZE CAUGHT IT AND SCATTERED IT WIDE. A NUMBER OF THE LITTLE
GLITTERNG PARTICLES CLUNG TO MY ROUGH QOAT, WHERE THEY FLASHED
like spangles.



“PLENTY MORE WHERE THAT CAME FROM” CRED THE MAN, AND
turned away with a reckless laugh.

FILLED WITH THE WINE OF THS NBN EXCTEMENT WE FINALLY
succeeded in getting ashore in one of the ship’s boats.

VWE LANDED ON A FLAT BEACH OF DEEP BLACK SAND. IT WAS STREBAN
FROM ONE END TO THE OTHER BY THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY WRECKAGE.
THERE WERE LEVERS, COGAHEELS, ORANKS, FANS, TWISTED BAR, AND
ANGLE IRON, IN ALL STAGES OF RUST AND DISINTEGRATION. SOVE OF
THESE MACHNES WERE HALF BURED IN THE SAND; OTHERS WERE TIDLY
LAD LP ON STONES AS THOUGH JUST LANDED. THEY WERE OF COFFER,
IRON, ZINC, BRASS, TN, WoOD. WE RECOGNZED THE GENUS AT A
GLANCE. THEY WERE, ONE AND ALL, FATENT LABOUR-SAVING GOLD
WASHNG MACHNES, OF WHCH WE HAD SEEN SO MANY SANFLES
aboard ship. At this sight vanished the last remains of the envy |
had ever felt for the owners of similar contraptions.

WE LOOKED ABOUT FOR SOVE SORT OF CONVEYANCE INTO WHICH TO
DUVP OUR BELONGINGS. APFARENTLY NONE EXISTED. THEREFORE WE
PILED MOST OF OUR EFFECTS NEATLY ABOVE HGH TIDE, SHOULDERED OLR
bundles, and started off up the single street.

ON BHTHR SDE THS THOROUGHFARE STOOD HUNDREDS OF OPEN
SHEDS AND BULDINGS IN THE COURSE OF OONSTRUCTION. GOODS OF ALL
SORTS, AND IN GREAT QUANTITY, LAY BENEATH THEM, WHOLLY OR FARTIALLY
EXPOSED TO THE DUST AND WEATHER MANY UNOPENED BALES HAD
BEEN LEFT IN THE OPEN AR. ONE LOW BROK BULDING OF A SINGLE STORY
SEBVED TO BE THE ONLY SUBSTANTIAL STRUCTURE IN SIGHT. WE sAaw
QUANTITIES OF CALIOOS, SILKS, RCH FURNITURE, STACKS OF THE PIECES OF
KNOOK-DOWN HOUSES, TIERCES OF TOBACOO, PLES OF ALL SORTS OF
FANCY CLOTHNG. THE MOST UNEXPECTED AND INOONGRUOUS ITBVS OF
LUXURY SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN DUVFED DOMN HERE FROM THE
OORNERS OF THE EARTH, BY THE FOLR HUNDRED SHPS SWINGING IDLY AT
anchor in the bay.

THE STREET WAS, | THNK, THE WORST | HAVE EVER SEEN ANYWHERE
[T WAS A MORASS OF MU, STIKY GREASY MWD, OF SOVE



CONSISTENCY, BUT FULL OF WATER-HOLES AND RVULETS. IT LOOKED TEN
FEET DEEP, AND | SHOULD CERTAINLY HAVE VENTURED OUT ON IT WITH
MSGVINGS. AND YET, INCONGRUOUSLY ENOUGH, THE SURFACE RIDGES

OF IT HAD DRED, AND WERE LIFTING INTO THE AR IN THE FORM OF DUST!
THS WAS OF OOURSE MY FIRST EXPERENCE WITH THAT COMMON
California phenomenon, and | was greatly astonished.

AN ATTEVPT HAD BEEN MADE TO SUPFLY FOOTING FOR PEDESTRANS.
BAGS OF SAND HAD BEEN THROWN DOWN, SOMVE ROCKS, A VERY FEW
BOXES AND BOARDS. THEN OUR FEET STRUCK SOMVETHNG SOFT AND
YIELDNG, AND WE FOUND WE WERE WALKING OVER HUNDRED FOUND
SACKS OF ALOLR MARKED AS FROM CHLI. THERE MUST HAVE BEEN
MANY HUNDRED OF THEM. A MAN GOING IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION
sidled past us.

“CHEAPER THAN LUMBER” SAD HE BREFLY, SEENG OWR
astonishment.

“I'D HATE TO ASK THE FRICE OF LUVBER” REVMARKED ONE OF OLR
SHP'S COVPANONS, WITH WHOM-AND A NUVBER OF OTHERS-WE
WERE PENETRATING THE TOWN. THS MAN CARRED ONLY A VERY NEAT
BLACK MOROOCO SATCHEL AND A NET BAG CONTAINNG A HALF DOZEN
PINEAPRLES, THE LAST OF A NUVBER HE HAD BROUGHT FROM THE
ISTHVUS. THE CONTRAST OF THAT MOROCOO BAG WITH THE REST OF HM
WAS QUITE AS AMUSING AS ANY WE SAW ABOUT US; THOUGH, OF
course, he did not appreciate that.

WE WALKED ON ALOUR FOR A HUNDRED FEET OR SO, AND THEN CAVE
TO COOK STOVES. | MEAN IT. A BATTALION OF HEAVY IRON COOK STOVES
HAD BEEN LAD SIDE BY SIDE TO FORM A CAUSEWAY. THER WEGHT
combined with the traffic over them had gradually pressed them
DOWN INTO THE MUD UNTIL THER TOPS WERE NEARLY LEVEL WITH THE
SURFACE. NATURALLY THE FIRST MERRY AND DRUNKEN JOKER HAD SHED
THE LIDS INTO SPACE. THE PEDESTRAN HAD NOW HTHER TO STEP N
AND OUT OF FIRE BOXES OR TRY HS SKILL ON NARROW LEDGES! NEXT WE
CAME TO A DOUBLE ROW OF BOXES OF TOBACOO; THEN TO SOVE BALED
goods, and so off onto solid ground.



WE RmSSED MANY FEOFLE, ALL VERY INTENT ON GETTING ALONG
SAFELY. FROM THE SECURITY OF THE SHED STORES THE PROPRETORS AND
AN ASSORTED LOT OF LOAFERS WATCHED PROCEEDINGS WITH INTEREST.
THE TASK OF CROSSING THE STREET FROM ONE SIDE TO THE OTHER,
ESPECIALLY, WAS ONE NOT LIGHTLY TO BE UNDERTAKEN! A MAN HAD TO
BALANCE, TO LEAP, TO POISE; AND AT LAST PROBABLY,  TO TEETER BACK
AND FORTH TRYING TO KEEP HS BALANCE LIKE A SMALL BOY ON A FENCE
rail, until, with an oath of disgust, he stepped off into the slime.

WHEN WE HAD GAINED THE DRY GROUND NEAR THE HEAD OF THE
street we threw down our burdens for a rest.

“fLL GVE YOU TEN DOLLARS FOR THOSE PINEAPRLES!” OFFERED A
passerby, stopping short.

Our companion quickly closed the bargain.

“WHAT DO YOU THNK OF THAT?” HE DEVANDED OF US WIDE-EYED,
and in the hearing of the purchaser.

The latter grinned a little, and hailed a man across the street.

“Charley!” he yelled. “Come over here!”

THE INDVIDUAL ADDRESSED OFFERED SOME DEMUR, BUT FINALLY
picked his way across to us.

“How DO YOU LKE THESE?” DEVMANDED THE PINEAPRLE
purchaser, showing his fruit.

“JERUSALEM” CRED CHARLEY ADMIRNGLY, “WHERE DD YOU GET
them? Want to sell '’em?”

“I want some myself, but I'll sell you three of them.”

“How much?”

“Fifteen dollars.”

“Give 'em to me.”

The first purchaser grinned openly at our companion.

THE LATTER FOLLOAED INTO THE NEAREST STORE TO GET HS SHARE OF
THE DUST WHGHED OUT. HiS FACE WORE A VERY THOUGHTFUL
expression.

WE CAME SHORILY TO THE PLAZA, SINCE CALLED PORTSMOUTH



SQUARE. AT THAT TIVE IT WAS A WIND-SWEPT, GRASS-GROWN, scrubby
ENOUGH PLOT OF GROUND. ON ALL SIDES WERE PERVANENT BULDINGS.
THE MOST IMPORTANT OF THESE WERE A LOW PICTURESQUE HOUSE OF
THE SUN-DRED BRICKS KNOWN AS ADOBES, IN WHCH, AS IT FROVED,
THE CUSTOVS WERE LEVIED, A FRAMVE TWO-STORY STRUCTURE KNOWN AS
THE PARKER HOUSE, AND A SMLAR BULDING LABELLED “Crry HOTEL.”
THE SPACES BETWEEN THESE LARGER EDFICES WAS OCCUPIED BY A
DOZEN OR SO OF SMALLER SHACKS. NEXT DOOR TO THE PARKER HOUSE
STOOD A HUGE FLAPPING TENT. THEWORDS ~ E/ Dorado WERE FANTED
on its side.

THE SQUARE TSELF WAS CROWDED WITH FEOFLE MOVING TO AND
FRO. THE SOLID MAJORITY OF THE CROAD CONSISTED OF RED OR BLUE
SHRTED MNERS; BUT A GREAT MANY NATIONS AND FRANES OF MNDS
SERVED TO BE REPRESENTED. CHNESE MERCHANTS, WITH RED CORAL
BUTTONS ATOP THER STIFF LITTLE SKULLCAPS, WANDERED SLOWLY, THER
HANDS TUCKED IN CARACIOUS SLEEVES OF THE RCHEST BROCADE. WE
HAD SEEN FEW OF THS RACE, AND WE LOOKED AT THEM WITH THE
greatest interest, examining closely their broad bland faces, the
DELICATE LILACS AND PURFLES AND BLUES OF THER RICH COSTUVES, THE
SWAYING SILK BRAIDED QUEUES DOWN THER BACKS. OTHER CHNESE,
OF THE LOMER CASTES, QLAD IN BLUE CANVAS WITH BROAD BOWL-
SHAPED HATS OF STRAW ON THER HEADS, WORVED THER WAY THROUGH
THE CROWD BALANCING BASKETS AT THE ENDS OF POLES. RVALLING THE
GREAT CHNESE MERCHANTS IN THER LESULRE, STROLLED THE
REPRESENTATVES OF THE NATIVE RACE, THE SPANISH CALIFORNIANS.
THEY WERE DARKLY HANDSOME MEN, DRESSED GLORIOUSLY IN SHORT
VELVET JACKETS, SNOWY RUFFLES, PLUSH TROUSERS FLARNG AT THE
BOTTOM, AND SLIT UP THE SIDE OF THE LEG, SOFT LEATHER BOOTS, AND
HUGE SPURS ORNAMENTED WITH ~ SILVER THEY SAUNTERED TO AND FRO
SMOKNG BROWMN-RAPER CIGARETTOS. BESDE THESE TWO, THE
CHNESE AND THE CALIFORNIANS, BUT ONE OTHER CLASS SEEVED TO
BE MOVING WITH ANY DELIBERATION. THESE WERE MEN SEEN
GENERALLY ALONE, OR AT MOST IN FAIRS. THEY WERE QUIET, WAXY FALE,



DRESSED ALWAYS NEATLY IN SOFT BLACK HAT, WHITE SHRT, LONG BLACK
QOAT, AND VARNISHED BOOTS. IN THE FACE OF A GENERAL GABBLE THEY
SERVED TO REVAIN INDIFFERENTLY SILENT, SELF-CONTAINED AND ALOCF.
TO OCCASIONAL SALUTATIONS THEY RESFONDED BREFLY AND WITH
gravity.

“Professional gamblers,” said Talbot.

ALL THE REST OF THE CROAD RUSHED HERE AND THERE AT A GREAT
SPEED. WE SAW THE WILDEST INCONGRUTIES OF DEVEANOUR AND
OOSTUVE BESIDE WHCH THE SILK-HAT-RED-SHRTED COVBINATION WAS
NOTHNG. THEY STRUCK US OFEN-MOUTHED AND GASPING, BUT
SEBVED TO ATTRACT NOT THE SLIGHTEST ATTENTION FROM ANYBODY ELSE.
VWE BNOOUNTERED A NUVBER OF MEN DRESSED ALKKE IN SUTTS OF THE
FINEST BROADCLOTH, THE QOATS OF WHCH WERE LINED WITH RED SILK,
AND THE VESTS OF BVBROIDERED WHTE. THESE MEN WALKED WITH A
SORT OF ARROGANT IMPFORTANCE. WE LATER FOUND THAT THEY WERE
MVEVBERS OF THAT DREADED ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS The Hounds,
WHOSE OSTENSBLE PURPOSE WAS TO PERFORM VOLUNTEER POLICE
DUTY, BUT WHOSE REAL EFFORT WAS TOWARD THE INCREASE OF THER OAWN
PONER. THESE FEOPLE ALL SURGED BACK AND FORTH GOOD-NATUREDLY,
AND SHOUTED AT EACH OTHER, AND DISAFFEARED WITH GREAT
IMPFORTANCE UP THE SIDE STREETS, OR DARTED OUT WITH EQUAL
BUSYNESS FROM ALL POINTS OF THE COMRASS. EVERY FEW MNUTES A
CRY OF WARNNG WOULD GO UP ON ONE SIDE OF THE SQUARE OR
ANOTHER THE CROWD WOULD SCATTER TO RGHT AND LEFT, AND DOAN
THROUGH THE OFENNG WOULD THUNDER A HORSEMAN DISTRBUTING
clouds of dust and showers of earth.

“WHy DOESNT SOMEBODY KLL A FEW OF THOSE CRAZY FOOLS!”
muttered Talbot impatiently, after a particularly close shave.

“WHy, YOU SEE, THEY'S MOSTLY DRUNK,” STATED A BYSTANDER WITH
an air of explaining all.

WE TACKED ACROSS TO THE DOORS OF THE PARKER HOUSE THERE
AFTER SOME SEARCH WAS MADE WE FOUND THE PROPRETOR. HE, T0O,
SERVED VERY BUSY, BUT HE SPARED TIVE TO TRUDGE AHEAD OF US UP



TWO RCKETY FLIGHTS OF RAW WOODEN STARS TO A LOFT WHERE HE
INDICATED FOUR CANVAS BUNKS ON WHICH LAY AS MANY COARSE BLUE
blankets.

PERHAPS A HUNDRED SIMLAR BUNKS OCCUPED EVERY AVAILABLE
inch in the little loft.

“How long you going to stay?” he asked us.

“Don’t know; a few days.”

“Well, six dollars apiece, please.”

“For how long?”

“For to-night.”

“‘HoD ON” BEXPOSTUATED TALBOT. “WE CANT STAND THAT
ESPECIALLY FOR THESE ACCOMMODATIONS. AT THAT PRCE WE OUGHT TO
HAVE SOVETHNG BETTER. HAVENT YOU ANYTHNG IN THE SECOND
story?”

THE PROPRETOR'S BUSY AR FELL FROM HM AND HE SAT DOWN ON
the edge of one of the canvas bunks.

“l THOUGHT YOU BOYS WERE FROM THE MINES,” SAD HE. “YOR
FREND, HERE, FOOLED ME” HE PONTED HS THUMB AT YANK. “HE
LOOKS LIKE AN OLD-TIVER. BUT Now | LOOK AT YOU, | SEE YOURE
greenhorns. Just get here to-day? Have a smoke?”

He produced a handful of cigars, of which he lit one.

“WE JUST ARRVED,” SAID TALBOT, SOVBEAHAT AMUSED AT THS
change. “How about that second story?”

“I WANT TO TELL YOU BOYS A FEW THNGS,” SAID THE PROPRETOR, “I GET
SIXTY THOUSAND DOLLARS A YEAR RENT FOR THAT SECOND STORY JUST AS
SHE STANDS. THAT TENT NEXT DOOR BELONGS TO MY BROTHER-IN-LAW. IT
IS JUST AFTEEN BY TWENTY-FVE FEET, AND HE RENTS IT FOR FORTY
thousand.”

“Gamblers?” inquired Talbot.

“YOU'VE GUESSED IT. SO YOU SEE | AN'T GOT ANY BEDS TO SFEAK
of down there. In fact, here’s the whole layout.”

“BUT WE CANT STAND SIX DOLLARS A NGHT FOR THESE THNGS,”



expostulated Johnny. “Let’s try over at the other place.”

“TRY AHEAD, BOYS,” SAID THE PROPRETOR QUITE GOOD-NATUREDLY.
“YOU'LL FIND HER THE SAME OVER THERE, AND EVERYWHERE EL.SE” HE
AROSE. “BEST LEAVE YOUR PLUNDER HERE LNTIL YOU FIND OuT. COVE
down and have a drink?”

WE FOUND THE CITY HOTEL OFFERED EXACILY THE SANE CONDITIONS
AS DD THE PARKER HOUSE, EXCEPT THAT THE FROPRETOR WAS CURT
AND HAD NO TIME FOR US AT ALL. FROM THAT POINT, STILL DISSATISFIED,
WE EXTENDED OUR INVESTIGATIONS BEYOND THE PLAZA. WE FOUND
OURSELVES ANKLE DEEP IN SANDHLLS ON WHCH GREW COARSE GRASS
AND A SORT OF SAGE. CRAZY, RAMSHACKLE HUTS MADE OF ALL SORTS OF
MATERAL WERE PERCHED IN ALL SORTS OF PLACES. HUNDREDS OF TENTS
HAD BEEN PITOHED, BENEATH WHCH AND IN FRONT OF WHCH AN
EXTREVELY SIVFLE HOUSEKEEPNG WAS GONG ON. HUNT AS WE
MGHT WE COULD FIND NO FLACE THAT LOOKED AS THOUGH IT WOULD
TAKE LODGERS. MOST OF EVEN THE BETTER LOOKING HOUSES WERE
SIVALY TINY SKELETONS COVERED WITH PAFER, CLOTH OR RANT. BY
PAINSTAKING ~ PERSISTENCE WE KEPT AT T UNTIL WE HAD ENQURED OF
EVERY BULDNG OF ANY FRETENSIONS. THEN,  SOVEWHAT
DISOOURAGED, WE PICKED OLR WAY BACK TO THE SHORE AFTER OLR
heavier goods.

The proprietor of the Parker House greeted us with unabated
good nature.

“I KNOW HOW YOU BOYS FEEL,” SAD HE. “THERE'S LOTS IN YOUR FIX.
'YOU D BETTER STICK HERE TO-NIGHT AND THEN GET ORGANIZED TO CAVP
OUT, IF YOU'RE GOING TO BE HERE LONG. | SUPPOSE, THOUGH, YOU' RE
GONG TO THE MNES? WHLL, ITLL TAKE YOU SEVERAL DAYS TO MAKE
YOUR FLANS AND GET READY. WHEN YOU GET BACK FROM THE MINES
you won't have to think about these things.”

“There’s plenty of gold?” ventured Johnny.

“Bushels.”

“I should think you'd be up there.”



“I don’t want any better gold mine than the old Parker House,”
said he comfortably.

We paid him twenty-four dollars.

BY NOW IT WAS LATE IN THE AFTERNOON. THE WIND HAD DROFFED,

BUT OVER THE HLLS TO SEAWARD ROLLED A SOFT BEAUTIFUL BANK OF FOG.
THE SUN WAS BLOTTED OUT BEHND IT AND A CHLL FELL. THE CROWDS
about the Plaza thinned.

WE ECONOMZED OUR BEST AT SUPPER, BUT HAD TO FAY SOVE
HGHT DOLLARS FOR THE FOLR OF US. THE BLL WAS A LA CARTE AND
CONTAINED SUCH ITEVS AS GRZZLY STEAK, ANTELOFE, ELK, AND WILD
DUCK AND GOOSE. GRZZLY STEAK, | REVEMBER, OOST A DOLLAR AND A
QUARTER. BY THE TIVE WE HAD FINSHED, IT HAD GROWN DARK. THE
lamps were alight, and the crowds were beginning to gather. All
THE BULDNGS AND THE BIG TENT ~ NEXT DOOR WERE A BLAZE OF
ILLUMINATION. THE SOUNDS OF MUSIC AND SINGING CAME FROM EVERY
side. A holiday spirit was in the air.

JOHNNY AND | WERE CRAZY TO BE LP AND DONG, BUT TALBOT
STER\LY REFRESSED US, AND YANK AGREED WITH HS DECISION BY AN
unusually emphatic nod.

“IT IS ALL A LOT OF FN, I'LL ADMIT,” SAID HE, “BUT THS IS BUSINESS.
AND WEVE GOT TO FACE IT. SIT DOWN HERE ON THE EDGE OF THS
VERANDA, AND LET'S TALK THNGS OVER. HOW MUCH MONEY HAVE YOU
got, Yank?”

“Two hundred and twenty dollars,” replied Yank promptly.

“YOU RE FARTNERS WITH ME, FRANK, SO | KNOW OUR ASSETS,” SAD
Talbot with tact. “Johnny?”

“HANGED IF | KNOW,” REFLIED THAT YOUTH. “I'VE GOT QUITE A LOT. |
keep itin my pack.”

“Well, go find out,” advised Talbot.

JOHNNY WAS GONE FOR SOVE TIVE. WE SMOKED AND LISTENED TO
THE RATHER BLATANTLY MNGLED STRAINS OF MUSIC, AND WATCHED THE
figures of men hurrying by in the spangled darkness.



Johnny returned very much excited.

“I've been robbed!” he cried.

“Robbed? Is your money all gone?”

“No, there’s a little left, but—"

Talbot laughed quietly.

“SIT DOMN, JOHNNY, AND COOL OFF,” HE ADVISED. “IF ANYBODY HAD
ROBBED YOU, THEY’D HAVE TAKEN THE WHOLE KIT AND KABOODLE. DID
you come out ahead on those monte games?”

Johnny blushed, and laughed a little.

“| SEE WHAT YOU RE AT, BUT YOU'RE AWAY OFF THERE. | JUST PLAYED
for small stakes.”

“AND LOST A LOT OF THEW. | SORT OF LOOK-OUT YOUR GAME. BUT THAT'S
all right. How much did the ‘robbers’ leave you?”

“TWELVE DOLLARS, BESIDES WHAT | HAVE IN MY CQLOTHES—TWENTY-
one dollars in all,” said Johnny.

“WEL, THAT'S PRETTY GOOD. YOU BEAT FRANK AND NE TO DEATH.
THERE'S OLR TOTAL ASSETS,” SAID TALBOT, AND LAID A TEN-DOLLAR GOLD
piece and a dime on his knee.

“WELL CALL THAT DIVE A CUROSITY,” SAD HE, “FOR | NOTICE A
QUARTER IS THE SMALLEST CON THEY USE OUT HERE. NOW YOU SEE THAT
WEVE GOT TO TALK BUSINESS. FRANK AND | HAVEN'T GOT ENOUGH TO
live on for one more day.”

“There’s enough among us—’ began Yank.

“YOU MEAN YOU ALREADY HAVE YOUR SHARE OF THE PARTNERSHP
FINANCES,” OORRECTED TALBOT, QUCKLY. “IF WERE GONG TO BE
PARTNERS—AND THAT'S DESIRED AND UNDERSTOOD, | SUPPOSE?” WE
ALL NODDED BVPHATIC AGREEVENT. “WE MUST ALL PUT IN THE SAVE
ANMOUNT. | MOVE THAT SAID AMOUNT BE TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY
DOLLARS APECE. YANK, YOU CAN LOAF TO-MORROW, YOU'VE GOT YOLR
SHARE ALL MADE UP. YOU CAN PUT IN THE DAY FINDING OUT ALL ABOUT
GETTING TO THE MNES, AND HOW MUCH IT COSTS, AND WHAT WE WILL
need.”



“All right; I'll do it,” said Yank.

“AS FOR THE REST OF US,” CRED TALBOT, “WEVE GOT TO RUSTLE WP
TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY DOLLARS EACH BEFORE TO-MORROW
evening!”

“How?” | asked blankly

“How sHoULD | KNow? OUT THERE' HE WAVED HS HAND ABROAD AT
THE FLICKERNG LIGHTS. “THERE IS THE GOLDEN CITY, CHALLENGING EVERY
MAN AS HE ENTERS HER GATES. SHE OFFERS OPFORTUNITY AND FORTUNE.
ALL A MAN HAS TO DO IS GO AND TAKE THEM ACCEPT THE
challenge!”

“THE ONLY WAY | COULD TAKE THEM WOULD BE TO LIFT THEM OFF SOVE
other fellow at the point of a gun,” said Johnny gloomily.






CHAPTER Xl
| MAKE TWENTY-FIVE
DOLLARS

WE TALKED THE SITUATION OVER THOROUGHY, AND THEN TURNED NN,
HAVING LOST OUR CHANCE TO SEE THE SIGHTS. BENEATH US AND IN THE
TENT NEXT DOOR WENT ON A TREVENDOUS ROW OF TALKING, LAUGHNG,
AND SINGING THAT FOR A LITTLE WHLE PREVENTED ME FROM FALLING
ASLEEP. BUT THE LAST MONTH HAD DONE WONDERS FOR ME IN THAT
way; and shortly | dropped off.

HOURS LATER | AWAKENED, SHVERNG WITH OOLD TO FND THE
MOONLIGHT POURNG INTO THE ROOM, AND THE BUNKS ALL OCCURED.
MY BLANKET HAD DISAPFEARED, WHCH ACCOUNTED FOR MY DREAMS
OF ICEBERGS. LOOKNG CAREFULLY OVER THE SLEEPING FORVS |
DISCERNED SEVERAL WITH TWO BLANKETS, AND AN EQUAL NUVBER WITH
NONE! AT FIRST | FELT INCLINED TO RAISE A ROW; THEN THOUGHT BETTER OF
IT, BY CAREFUL MANPULATION | ABSTRACTED TWO GOOD BLANKETS FROM
the most unprotected of of my neighbours, wrapped them tightly
about me, and so slept soundly.

WE WENT DOMNSTAIRS AND OUT INTO THE SWEETEST OF MORNINGS.
THE SUN WAS BRGHT, THE SKY CLEAR AND BLUE, THE WIND HAD NOT YET
RSEN, BALMY WARMTH SHOWERED DOWN THROUGH EVERY RARTICLE OF
THE AR. | HAD FELT SOME MAY DAYS LIKE THS BACK ON OUR OLD FARML
SOVEHOW THEY WERE ASSOCATED IN MY MND WITH SUNDAY
MORNING AND THE DRAWLING, LAZY CLUCKING OF HENS. ONLY HERE THERE
WERE NO HENS, AND IF IT WAS SUNDAY MORNNG-WHCH T MGHT
have been—nobody knew it.

THE MAJORTY OF THE CITZENS HAD NOT YET AFPEARED, BUT A
HANDFUL OF THE POORER CHNESE, AND A SPRNKLING OF OTHERS,



CROSSED THE PLAZA. THE DOORS OF THE GAMBLING PLACES WERE ALL
WIDE OPEN TO THE AIR. ACROSS THE SQUARE A NUVBER OF SMALL BOYS
WERE THROWING DUST INTO THE AR. JOHNNY, WITH HS USUAL SYMPATHY
FOR CHLDREN, NATURALLY GRAVITATED IN THER DRECTION. HE RETURNED
after a few moments, his eyes wide.

“Do you know what they are doing?” he demanded.

We said politely that we did not.

“They are panning for gold.”

“WELL, WHAT OF IT?” | ASKED, AFTER A MOVENT'S FAUSE, SINCE
JOHN\Y SEBVED TO EXPECT SOVE ASTONSHVENT. “BOYS ARE
imitative little monkeys.”

“Yes, but they're getting it,” insisted Johnny.

“WHAT!” CRED TALBOT. “YOU RE CRAZY. PANNNG GOLD-HERE IN THE
streets. It's absurd!”

“It's not absurd; come and see.”

WE CROSSED THE PLAZA. TWO SMVALL AMERICANS AND A MEXICAN
YOUTH WERE SCOOPING THE SURFACE EARTH INTO THE FALMS OF THER
HANDS AND BLOWNG IT OUT AGAIN IN A SLANTWISE STREAM. WHEN IT
WAS ALL GONE, THEY EXAMNED EAGERLY THER HANDS. FOLR OTHERS
WORKING IN PARTNERSHP HAD SPREAD A SMALL SHEET. THEY THREW
THER HANDFULS OF EARTH INTO THE AR, ALL THE WHLE FANNNG
VIGOROUSLY WITH THER HATS. THE BREEZE THUS ENGENDERED PUFFED
AWAY THE LIGHT DUST, LEAVING ONLY THE HEAVIER PIECES TO FALL ON THE
CANVAS. AMONG THESE THE URCHINS SEARCHED EAGERY AND
CAREFULLY, THER HEADS CLOSE TOGETHER. EVERY MOVENT OR SO ONE
OF THEM WOULD WET A FOREFINGER TO PIOK UP CAREFULLY A SPECK OF
SOMETHNG WHICH HE WOULD THEN TRANSFER TO AN OLD BUCKSKIN
sack.

AS WE APPROACHED, THEY LOOKED UP AND NODDED TO JOHNNY IN
A FRENDLY FASHON. THEY WERE EAGER, ALERT, PRECOCIOUS GAMINS,
OF THE STREET TYPE AND HOW THEY HAD COME TO CALIFORNA | cOULD
NOT TELL YOU. PROBABLY AS CABIN BOY'S OF SOVE OF THE HUNDREDS OF



vessels in the harbour.

“What are you getting, boys?” asked Talbot after a moment.

“Gold, of course,” answered one of them.

“Let's seeit”

THE BOY WITH THE BUCKSKIN SACK HELD T OPFEN FOR OWR
INSPECTION, BUT DD NOT RELAX HS GRP ON IT. THE BOTTOM OF THE
bag was thickly gilded with light glittering yellow particles.

“It looks like gold,” said |, incredulously.

“It is GOLD,” REFLIED THE BOY WITH SOVE IMPATIENCE. “ANYWAY, IT
buys things.”

We looked at each other.

“GOLD DIGGNGS RGHT IN THE STREETS OF SAN FRANGS0O,”
murmured Yank.

“l SHOULD THINK YOU'D FIND T EASIER LATER IN THE DAY WHEN THE
wind came up?” suggested Talbot.

“OF COURSE, AND LET SOVE OTHER KIDS JUMP OUR CLAIM WHLE WE
were waiting,” grunted one of the busy miners.

“How much do you get out of it?”

“Good days we make as high as three or four dollars.”

“I'M AFRAID THE DIGGINGS ARE HARDLY RICH ENOUGH TO TEMPT us,
OBSERVED TALBOT; “BUT ISNT THAT THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY
performance! I'd no notion—"

We returned slowly to the hotel, marvelling. Yesterday we had
BEEN LAUGHNG AT THE GULLIBILITY OF ONE OF OUR FELLOW-TRAVELLERS WHO
HAD BELIEVED THE TALE OF A WILY SHP'S AGENT TO THE EFFECT THAT IT
WAS POSSBLE TO LIVE ABOARD THE SHP AND DO THE MNING WITHN
REACH ASHORE AT ODD HOURS OF DAYLIGHT! NOW THAT TALE DD NOT
SOUND SO WILD; ALTHOUGH OF COURSE WE REALIZED THAT THE GOLD
MUST OOCLR IN VERY SMALL QUANTITES. OTHERWISE SOVEBODY
BESIDE SMALL BOYS WOULD BE AT IT. AS A MATTER OF FACT, THOUGH WE
DID NOT AND IT OUT UNTIL VERY MUCH LATER, THE SOL OF SAN FRANGSCO
IS NOT AURFEROUS AT ALL. THE BOYS WERE ENGAGED IN WORKING THE



MORNNG'S SWEEPNGS FROM THE BARS AND GAMBLING HOUSES
WHCH THE LAVISH AND RECKLESS HANDLING OF GOLD HAD LIBERALLY
IMPREGNATED. IN SOVE OF THE MNING TOWNS NEARER THE SOURCE OF
SUPALY | HAVE KNOWN OF FROM ONE HUNDRED TO THREE HUNDRED
dollars a month being thus “blown” from the sweepings of a bar.

WE ATE A FRUGAL BREAKFAST AND SERARATED ON THE AGREED
BUSINESS OF THE DAY. YANK STARTED FOR THE WATER FRONT TO MAKE
INQURES AS TO WAYS OF GETTING TO THE MNES; TALBOT SET OFF AT A
BUSINESSLIKE PACE FOR THE HOTEL AS THOUGH HE KNEW FULLY WHAT HE
WAS ABOUT; JOHNNY WANDERED RATHER AIMLESSLY TO THE EAST; AND |
as aimlessly to the west.

IT TOOK ME JUST ONE HOUR TO DISCOVER THAT | COULD GET ALL OF ANY
KIND OF WORK THAT ANY DOZEN MEN OOULD DO, AND AT WAGES SO
HGH THAT AT FIRST | HAD TO ASK OVER AND OVER AGAIN TO MAKE SURE |
HAD HEARD ARGHT. ONLY NONE OF THEM WOULD BRNG ME IN TWO
HUNDRED AND TWENTY DOLLARS BY EVENNG. THE FURTHER | LOOKED INTO
THAT PROPOSITION, THE MORE ABSURD, OF COWRSE, | saw T 10 BE. |
OOULD EARN FROM TWENTY TO FIFTY DOLLARS BY FLAIN DAY-LABOUR AT
SOME JOBS; OR | COULD GET FABULOUS SALARES BY THE MONTH OR
YEAR, BUT THAT WAS DFFERENT. AFTER DETERMNNG THS TO MY
SATISFACTION | CAVE TO THE SENSIBLE CONCLUSION THAT | WOULD MAKE
what | could.

THE FIRST THNG THAT CAUGHT MY EYE AFTER | HAD COMVE TO THS
DECISION WAS A WAGON DRAWN BY FOUR MULES COMNG DOAN THE
STREET AT A SUCKNG WALK. THE SIGHT DD NOT IMPRESS ME
PARTICULARLY; BUT EVERY STOREKEEPER CAVE OUT FROM HS SHOP AND
EVERY PASSERBY STOFFED TO LOOK WITH RESPECT AS THE OUTFIT
WALLOWED ALONG. IT WAS DRVEN BY A VERY LARGE, GRAVE, BLOND MAN
with a twinkle in his eye.

“That's John A. McGlynn,” said a man next my elbow.

“Who's he?” | asked.

The man looked at me in astonishment.

“DONT KNOwW WHO JOHN McGLYNN 1S?” HE DEVANDED. “WHEN



did you get here?”

“Last night.”

“OH WHL, JOHN HAS THE ONLY AMERCAN WAGON IN TOWN.
BROUGHT IT ouT FROM NEW YORK IN PECES, AND PUT IT TOGETHER
HIVSELF. BROKE FOUR WILD CALIFORNIA MULES TO DRAG HRR. HES A
wonder!”

| COULD NOT, THEN, SEE QUITE HOW THS EXPLOIT MADE HM SUCH A
WONDER; BUT ON' A SUDDEN INSAIRATION | SALASHED OUT THROUGH THE
mud and climbed into the wagon.

McGlynn looked back at me.

“FREGHTIN,” SAD HE, “IS TWENTY DOLLARS A TON; AND AT THAT RATE
IT'LL COST YOU ABOUT THRTY DOLLARS, YOU DIRTY HFFOPOTAMUS. THESE
ain’'t no safe-movers, these mules!”

Unmoved, | clambered up beside him.

“Iwant a job,” said |, “for to-day only.”

“Do ye now?”

“Can you give me one?”

“I cAN, MEBBE. AND DO YOU UNDERSTAND THE INNER ASPIRATIONS
of mules, maybe?”

“Iwas brought up on a farm.”

“AND THE PRNORLES OF ELEVENTARY NAVIGATION BY DEAD
reckoning?”

Ilooked at him blankly.

“I MEAN MUDHOLES,” HE EXFLANED. “CAN YOU KEEP OUT OF
them?”

“Icantry.”

HE PULLED UP THE TEAM, HANDED ME THE RENS, AND CLAVBERED
over the wheel.

“YOU RE HRED. AT SIX O'CLOCK I'LL FIND YOU AND RAY YOU OFF. YOU
get twenty-five dollars.”

“What am I to do?”



“YOU GO TO THE SHORE AND YOU RUSTLE ABOUT WHENEVER YOU SEE
ANYTHNG THAT LOOKS LIKE FREGHT; AND YOU LOOK AT IT, AND WHEN YOU
SEE ANYTHNG MARKED WITH A DIAMOND AND AN H INSIDE OF IT, YOU
PLE IT ON AND TAKE IT LP TO HOWARD MELLIN & COVRANY. AND IF
YOU CAN'T LIFT IT, THEN LEAVE IT FOR ANOTHER TRP, AND BULLYRAG THOSE
SKINFLINTS AT H. M. & C0.’S TO SE\D A MAN DOWN TO HELP YOU. AND
IF YOU DON' T KNOW WHERE THEY LIVE, FIND OUT; AND IF YOU BOG THEM
MULES DOAN FLL SKIN YOU ALIVE, BIG AS YOU ARE. AND ANYWAY,
YOU'RE A FOOL TO BE WORKING IN THS FLACE FOR TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS A
day, which is one reason I'm so glad to find you just now.”

“WHAT'S THAT, JOHN?” INQURED A 0OOL, AMUSED VOICE. MCGLYNN
AND | LOOKED AROUND. A TALL, PERFECILY DRESSED  FIGURE STOOD ON
THE SIDEWALK SURVEYING US QUIZZICALLY. THS WAS A SMOOTH
SHAVEN MAN OF PERHAPS THRTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE, GRAVE FACED,
CLEAN QUT, WITH AN AR OF RATHER PONDEROUS SLOW DIGNTY THAT
NEVERTHELESS BECAME HS STYLE VERY WELL. HE WAS DRESSED IN TALL
WHTE HAT, A WHTE WINGED COLLAR, A BLACK STOCK, A LONG TAILED
BLUE OOAT WITH GILT BUTTONS, AN BVBRODERED WHTE WAISTOOAT,
DAFFER BUFF TROUSERS, AND VARNISHED BOOTS. HE CARRED A
POLISHED CANE AND WORE SEVERAL HEAVY PECES OF GOLD
JEWELLERY—A WATCH FOB, A SCARF-PN, AND THE LIKE. HiS MOVEVENTS
WERE LESURALY, HS VOICE LOW. [T SEBVED TO ME THEN, THAT
SOMEHOW THE PERFECTION OF HS AFFPONTVENTS AND THE CALM
DELIBERATION OF HS MOVEVENT MADE HIM MORE INCONGRUOUS AND
remarkable than did the most bizarre whims of the miners.

“IS IT YOURSELF, JUDGE GIRVIN?” REFLIED MCOGLYNN, “I'M JUST TELLING
THS YOUNG MAN THAT HE CAN'T HAVE THE JOB OF DRVING MY LITTLE
CALFORNA CANARES FOR BUT ONE DAY BECAUSE I'VE HRED A FINE
LAWYER FROM THE EAST AT TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE A MONTH
to drive my mules for me.”

“YOU HAVE DONE WELL,” JUDGE GIRVIN IN HS GRAVE, COURTEOUS
TONES. “FOR THE WHOLE BUSINESS OF A LAWYER IS TO KNOW HOW TO
manage mules and asses so as to make them pay!”



I drove to the beach, and speedily charged my wagon with as
LARGE A LOAD AS PRUDENCE ADVISED ME THE FRV OF HOWARD
MELLN & COVRANY PROVED TO HAVE QUARTERS IN A FRAVE SHACK ON
WHAT IS NOW MONTGOVERY STREET. IT WAS ONLY A SHORT HAUL, BUT A
MUDDY ONE. NEARY OFFOSITE THER STORE A NBW WHARF WAS
PUSHING TS WAY OUT INTO THE BAY. | OOULD SEE WHY THIS AND OTHER
FRVS CLUNG SO TENACOWSLY TO THER LOCATIONS ON RVERS OF
BOTTOMLESS MUD IN PREFERENCE TO MOVING UP INTO THE DREER PART
of town.

| ENUOYED MY DAY HUGELY. MY BVINENT FOSITION ON THE DRVER'S
SEAT-EMNENT BOTH ACTUALLY AND FIGURATVELY—GAVE ME A FINE
OFFORTUNITY TO SEE THE SIGHTS AND TO BNUOY THE HOMAGE MEN
SEBVED INCLINED TO ACCORD THE ONLY WAGON IN TOWN. THE FERL OF
THE WARM AR WAS MOST GRATEFUL. SUCH DIFFICULTIES AS OFFERED
SERVED MERELY TO ADD ZEST TO THE JOB. AT NOON | ATE SOMVE ALOT
BREAD AND A CAN OF SARDINES BOUGHT FROM MY EMPLOYERS. ABOUT
TWO O'CLOCK THE WIND CANE UP FROM THE SEA, AND THE AR FILLED
with the hurrying clouds of dust.

IN MY JOURNEYS BAOK AND FORTH | HAD BEEN FARTICULARLY STRUCK BY
THE BOLD, ROCKY HLL THAT SHUT OFF THE VIEAV TOWARD THE NORTH. ATOP
THS HLL HAD BEEN RIGGED A TWO-ARVED SEMAPHORE, WHCH, ONE
OF THE CLERKS TOLD ME, WAS USED TO SIGNAL THE SIGHT OF SHPS
OCOMNG IN THE GOLDEN GATE. THE ARVS WERE VAROUSLY ARRANGED
ACOORDING TO THE RiG OR KIND OF VESSHEL. EVERY MAN, EVERY URCHN,
EVERY CHNAMAN, EVEN, KNBNV THE MEANNG OF THESE VARIOUS
SIGNALS. A YEAR LATER, | WAS ATTENDING A THEATRICAL PERFORVANCE
IN THE JENNY LIND THEATRE ON THE PLAZA. IN THE OOURSE OF THE FLAY
AN ACTOR RUSHED ON FRANTICALLY HOLDING HS ARVS OUTSTRETCHED IN A
PARTICULARYY WOODEN FASHON, AND UTTERNG THE LINES, “WHAT
means this, my lord!”

“A sDeMER. STEAMER” PPED P A BOY'S VOICE FROM THE
gallery.

WHEHLL, ABOUT THREE O'CLOCK OF THS AFTERNOON, AS | WAS ABOUT



DELIVERNG MY FIFTH LOAD OF GOODS, | HAFPENED TO LOOK UP JUST AS
THE SEVAPHORE ARVS HOVERED ON THE RSE. IT SERVED THAT EVERY
MAN ON THE STREET MUST HAVE BEEN LOOKNG IN THE SAME
direction, for instantly a great shout went up.

“A side-wheel steamer! The Oregon!”

AT ONCE THE STREETS WERE ALVE WITH MEN HURRYING FROM ALL
DIRECTIONS TOWARD THE BLACK ROCKS AT THE FOOT OF TELEGRAPH HILL,
WHERE, IT SEEMS, THE STEAMER'S BOATS WERE EXPECTED TO LAND.
FLAGS WERE RUN UP ON ALL SIDES, FREARVS WERE LET OFF, A WARSHP
IN THE HARBOLR BROKE OUT HER BUNTING AND FIRED A SALUTE. THE
DECKS OF THE STEAMER, AS SHE SWEPT INTO VIEW, WERE BLACK \WITH
MEN, HER YARDS WERE GAY WITH COLOUR UPTOWN SOMVE DEVOTED
SOUL WAS RNGING A BELL; AND TURNING IT AWAY OVER AND OVER, TO
JUDGE BY THE SOUNDS. | PULLED UP MY MULES AND WATCHED THE
VESSEL SWING DOWN THROUGH THE RANKS OF THE SHFPING AND COVE
to anchor. We had beaten out our comrades by a day!

At five o’clock a small boy boarded me.

“YOU RE TO DRVE THE MULES UP TO MOGLYNN'S AND UNHTCH THEM
and leave them,” said he. “I'm to show you the way.”

“Where’s McGlynn?” | asked.

“He’s getting his mail.”

\WE DROVE TO A CORRAL AND THREE WELL-PITCHED TENTS DOWN IN THE
SOUTHERN EDGE OF TOWN. HERE A SLUGGISH STREAM LOST ITS WAY IN A
SWAMP OF GREEN HUMMOCKY GRASS. | TURNED OUT THE MULES IN THE
corral and hung up the harness.

“MOGLYNN SAYS YOU'RE TO GO TO THE POST-OFFICE AND HELL PAY
you there,” my guide instructed me.

THE POST-OFFICE PROVED TO BE A LOW ADOBE ONE-STORY BULDING,
WTH THE NARROW VERANDA TYPCAL OF S KND. A LINE OF MEN
EXTENDED FROM ITS DOOR AND DOWN THE STREET AS FAR AS THE EYE
OOULD REACH. SOME OF THEV HAD BROUGHT STOOLS OR BOXES, AND
were comfortably reading scraps of paper.



| WALKED DOWN THE LINE. A DOZEN FROM THE FRONT | SAW JOHNNY
standing. This surprised me, for | knew he could not expect mail
BY THS STEAMER BEFORE | HAD REACHED HM HE HAD FINSHED
talking to a stranger, and had yielded his place.

“Hullo!” he greeted me. “How you getting on?”

“S0o-s0!” | REALED. “I'M LOOKING FOR A MAN WHO OWES ME
twenty-five dollars.”

“WEL, HE'S HERE,” SAID JOHNNY CONFIDENTLY. “EVERYBODY IN TOWN
is here.”

WE FOND MCGLYNN IN LINE ABOUT A BLOOK DOWN THE STREET.
WHEN HE SAW ME COMNG HE PULLED A FAT BUOKSKIN BAG FROM HS
BREECHES POCKET, OPENED ITS MOUTH, AND SHOOK A QUANTITY OF TS
contents, by guess, into the palm of his hand.

“THERE YOU ARE” SAD HE “THAT'S NEAR ENOUGH. I'M A PRETTY
GOOD GUESSER. | HOPE YOU TOOK CARE OF THE MULES ALL RGHT, YOU
ought to, you're from a farm.”

“Ifixed 'em.”

“And the mud? How many times did you get stuck?”

“Not at all.”

He looked at me with surprise.

“WOULD YOU THNK OF THAT, NOW” SAD HE “YOU MUST HAVE
loaded her light.”

“Idid.”

“Did you get all the goods over?”

“Yes.”

“WELL, I'LL ACKNOWLEDGE YOU' RE A JUDGEVATICAL YOUNG MAN; AND
IF YOU WANT A JOB WITH MVE I'LL LET THAT LAWYER GO | SPOKE TO THE
JUDGE ABOUT. HE HANDED IT TO ME THEN, DDN'T HE?” HE LAUGHED
HEARTLY. “NO? WHL, YOURE RGHT. A MAN'S A FOOL TO WORK FOR ANY
ONE BUT HIVSELF. WHERE'S YOUR BAG? HAVEN'T ANY? HOw DO YOU
CARRY YOUR DUST? HAVENT ANY? | FORGOT; YOURE A TENDERFOOT, OF
OOURSE” HE OPENED HS BUCKSKIN SACK WITH HS TEETH, AND



POURED BACK THE GOLD FROM THE FALM OF HS HAND. THEN HE
SEARCHED FOR A MOVENT IN ALL HS POCKETS, AND PRODUCED A MOST
PECULIAR CHUNK OF GOLD METAL. IT WAS NEARLY AS THCK AS IT WAS
WDE, SHAPED ROUGHY INTO AN OCTAGON, AND STAMFED WITH
initials. This he handed to me.

“IT'S ABOUT A FIFTY-DOLLAR SLUG,” SAID HE, “YOU CAN GET IT WHGHED.
Give me the change next time you see me.”

“But I may leave for the mines to-morrow,” | objected.

“Then leave the change with Jim Recket of the El Dorado.”

“How do you know ['ll leave it?” | asked curiously.

“I DON'T,” REFLIED MCGLYNN BLUNTLY. “BUT IF YOU NEED TWENTY-FIVE
DOLLARS WORSE THAN YOU DO A DECENT CONSCIENCE, THEN JOHN A.
McGlynn isn’'t the man to deny you!”

Johnny and | left for the hotel.

“Ididn’'t know you expected any mail,” said .

“Idon’t.”

“But thought I saw you in line—’

“OH, YES. WHEN | SAW THE MAIL SACKS, IT STRUCK NE THAT THERE
MGHT BE QUITE A OROAD; SO | CAME UP AS QUICKLY AS | COULD AND
GOT IN LNE. THERE WERE A NUVBER BEFORE ME, BUT | GOT A RLACE
PRETTY WELL UP IN FRONT. SOLD THE ALACE FOR FIVE DOLLARS, AND ONLY
had to stand there about an hour at that.”

“Goob HEAD!” | ADVRED. “I'D NEVER HAVE THOUGHT OF IT. How
have you gotten on?”

“PRETTY ROTTEN,” CONFESSED JOHNNY. “| TRED ALL MORNING TO FIND A
DECENT OPFORTUNITY TO DO SOMETHING OR DEAL IN SOVETHNG, AND
THEN | GOT MAD AND FLUNGED IN FOR ODD JOBS. 'VE BEEN A REGULAR
ERRAND BOY. | MADE TWO DOLLARS CARRYING A MAN'S BAG UP FROM
the ship.”

“How much all told?”

“Fifteen. | suppose you've got your pile.”

“That twenty-five you saw me get is the size of it.”



JOHNNY BRGHTENED; WE MOVED UP CLOSER IN A NEW INTIVACY
AND SENSE OF COVRADESHP OVER DELINQUENCY. [T RALIEVED BOTH TO
FEEL THAT THE OTHER, TOO, HAD FALLED. TO ENTER THE PLAZA WE HAD TO
pass one of the larger of the gambling places.

“Im going in here,” said Johnny, suddenly.

He swung through the open doors, and | followed him.

THE ALACE WAS COMPARATIVELY DESERTED, OWING PROBABLY TO
THE DISTRBUTION OF MALL. VWE HAD FULL SPACE TO LOOK ABOUT US; AND
| WAS NEVER MORE ASTONSHED IN MY LIFE THE OUTSDE OF THE
building was rough and unfinished as a barn, having nothing but
SIZE TO ATTRACT OR RECOMVEND. THE INTEROR WAS THE HEGHT OF
LAVISH LUXURY. A POLISHED MAHOGANY BAR RAN DOWN ONE SIDE,
BACKED BY HJUGE GLT FRAMED MRRORS BEFORE WHCH WERE
PYRAMDED FINE GLASSES AND BOTTLES OF LIQUOR THE REST OF THE
WALL SPACE WAS THCKLY HUNG WITH MORE FLATE MRRORS, DOZENS OF
WELL-EXECUTED OL FAINTINGS, AND STRPS OF TAFESTRY. AT ONE END
WAS A SVALL RAISED STAGE ON WHCH LOLLED HALF-DOZEN DARKIES
WITH BANJOS AND TAMBOURNES. THE FLOOR WAS COVERED WITH A
THOK VEVET CARFET. EASY OHARS, SOME OF THEM LEATHR
UPHOLSTERED, STOOD ABOUT IN EVERY AVALABLE OORNER HEAVY
CHANDELIERS OF GLASS, WITH HUNDREDS OF DANGLING CRYSTALS AND
FRSMS, HUNG FROM THE CHLING. THE GAMBLNG TABLES, A HALF
DOZEN IN NUVBER, WERE ARRANGED IN THE OPEN FLOOR SPACE IN THE
CENTRE. ALTOGETHRR IT WAS A MOST ASTOUNDING CONTRAST IN IS
SHEER LUXURY AND GORGEOUS FURNISHING TO THE CRUDITY OF THE TOAN. |
BECANVE ACUTELY CONSCIOUS OF MY’ MUDDY BOOTS, MY OLD CLOTHES,

MY UNKEVPT HAR, MY RED SHRT AND THE ARVAMVENT STRAFFED
about my waist.

A REAXED, SUBDUED AR OF IDLENESS PERVADED THE ALACE. THE
GAMBLERS LONGED BACK OF THER TABLES, SLEEPY-EYED AND
LISTLESS. ON TALL STOOLS THER LOOKOUTS YAWNED BEHND PAFERS.
ONE OF THESE WAS A WOMAN, YOUNG, PRETTY, MOST ATTRACTIVE IN THE
SOFT, FLARNG, FLOUNCY COSTUVE OF THAT FEROD. A SVALL GROUP OF



MEN STOOD AT THE BAR ONE OF THE BARKEEFERS WAS MXING
DRINKS, POURNG THE LIQUID, AT ARM'S LENGTH FROM ONE TUVBLER TO
ANOTHER IN A LONG PARABOLIC CURVE, AND WITHOUT SPILLING A DROP.
ONY ONE TABLE WAS DOING BUSINESS, AND THAT WITH ONLY THREE
FLAYERS. JOHNNY PUSHED RAPIDLY TOWARD THS TABLE, AND |, A LITTLE
diffidently, followed.

THE GAME WAS ROULETTE. JOHNNY AND THE DEALER EVIDENTLY
RECOGNIZED EACH OTHER, FOR A FLASH OF THE EYE PASSED BETWEEN
THEV, BUT THEY GAVE NO OTHER SIGN. JOHNNY STUDIED THE BOARD A
MOMVENT THEN LAD TWENTY-TWO DOLLARS IN CON ON ONE OF THE
NUVBERS. THE OTHER RLAYERS LAID OUT SMALL BAGS OF GOLD DUST.
THE WHEEL SPUN, AND THE BALL ROLLED. TWO OF THE MEN LOST; THER
dust was emptied into a drawer beneath THE TABLE AND THE BAGS
TOSSED BACK TO THEM THE THRD HAD WON, THE DEALER DEFTLY
ESTIVATED THE WHGHT OF HS BET, LIFTING IT IN THE FLAT OF HS LEFT
HAND; THEN SPUN SEVERAL GOLD PECES TOWARD THE WNNER HE
SEEVED QUITE SATISFIED. THE GAMBLER STACKED A ROLL OF TWENTY-
DOLLAR PIECES, ADDED ONE TO THEM, AND THRUST THEM AT JOHNNY. |
HAD NOT REALIZED THAT THE ASTOUNDING LUCK OF WINNING OFF A SINGLE
number had befallen him.

“TEN TO ONE-TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY DOLLARS!” HE MUTTERED TO
me.

THE OTHER THREE FLAYERS WERE LAYING THER BETS FOR THE NEXT TURN
OF THE WHEEL. JOHNNY SWEPT THE GOLD PIECES INTO HS POCKET, AND
LAID BACK THE ORGINAL STAKE AGAINST  even. HE LosT. THEREUFON
he promptly arose and left the building.






CHAPTER XIlI
TALBOT DESERTS

| FOLLOWED HM TO THE HOTEL SOMBWHAT GLOOMLY; FOR | WAS NOW THE
ONLY MBVBER OF OUR PARTY WHO HAD NOT MADE GOOD THE AGREED
AVMOUNT OF THE PARTNERSHP. [T IS SIGNFICANT THAT NEVER FOR A
MOVENT DD BETHER JOHNNY OR MYSELF DOUBT THAT TALBOT WOULD
HAVE THE REQURED SUM. JOHNNY, HS SPRITS QUITE RECOVERED,
whistled like a lark.

WE ARRVED JUST IN TIVE FOR THE FIRST SUPPER CALL, AND FOUND
TALBOT AND YANK AWAITNG US. YANK WAS AS COOL AND TACTURN,
AND NODDED TO US AS INDIFFERENTLY, AS EVER TALBOT, HOWEVER,
WAS FUL OF EXQTEMENT. HiS BISCUT-BROWN COMPLEXION HAD
DARKENED AND FLUSHED UNTIL HE WAS ALMOST SPANSH-BLACK, AND
THE LITTLE DEVILS IN HS EYES LED A MERRY DANCE BETWEEN THE
SURFACE AND UNGUESSED DEPTHS. HE WAS ALSO EXCEEDINGLY
VOLWBLE, AND, AS USUAL WHEN IN THAT MOOD, AGGRAVATINGLY
INDRECT. HE JOKED AND TEASED AND CARRED ON LIKE A SMALL BOY;
AND INSISTED ON ORDERNG AN ELABORATE DNNER AND A BOTILE OF
CHAMGNE, IN THE FACE OF EVEN JOHNNY'S SCANDALZED
EXPOSTULATIONS. WHEN JOHNNY PROTESTED AGAINST EXPENDITURE, IT
was time to look out!

“THs 1Is ON ME THS IS My mRTY! DRy UP, JOH\NY!” ORED
TALBOT. “FILL YOR GLASSES. DRNK TO THE NBW ENTERFRISE, THE
Undertakers’ Mining Company, Unlimited.”

“Undertakers?” | echoed.

“WELL, YOU ALL LOOK IT. CALL IT THE GOPHERS, THEN. CARITAL STOCK
JUST BGHT HUNDRED AND BGHTY DOLLARS, FULLY SUBSCRBED. |
SUPPOSE [T IS FULLY SUBSCRBED, GENTLEVEN?” HE SCRUTINZED US



CLOSELY. “AH, FRANK! | SEE WELL HAVE TO TAKE YOUR PROMSSORY
NOTE BUT THE ARTISTIC CERTIFICATES ARE NOT YET HOME FROM THE
engravers. Take your time. Maybe a relative will die.”

“Talbot,” said I disgustedly, “if | hadn’t happened to smell your
breath before supper I'd think you drunk.”

“l am DRUNK, OLD DEACON,” REJONED TALBOT, “BUT WITH THE WINE
OF ENCHANTVENT—DO YOU KNOW YOLR PERSIAN? NO? WAL, THEN,
this:

“Drink to me only with thine eyes,
And T'll not ask for wine!”

“A woman!” grumbled the literal Yank.

“THE BEST, THE MOST CAPRCIOUS, THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN
THE WORLD,” CRED TALBOT, “WHOSE SMLE INTOXICATES, WHOSE FROWN
drives to despair.”

“What are you drivelling about?” | demanded.

“THE GODDESS FORTUNE-WHAT BLSE? BUT COME” AND TALBOT
ROSE WITH A SUDDEN AND STARTLING TRANSITION TO THE CALM AND
BUSINESSLIKE. “VVE CAN SMOKE OUTSIDE, AND WE MUST HEAR EACH
other’s reports.”

HE PAD FOR THE DINNER, STEADFASTLY REFUSING TO LET US BEAR OLR
SHARE. | NOTIOED THAT HE HAD ACQUIRED ONE OF THE USUAL BUCKSKIN
SACKS, AND SHOOK THE YELLOW DUST FROM THE MOUTH OF IT TO THE AN
of the gold scales with quite an accustomed air.

WE LIT OLR PPES AND SAT DOAWN AT ONE END OF THE VERANDA,
where we would not be interrupted.

“Fire ahead, Yank,” advised Talbot.

“THERE'S TWO WAYS OF GONG TO THE MNES,” SAID YANK: “ONE IS
TO GO OVERLAND BY HORSES TO SUTTER'S FORT OR THE NENV TOWN OF
SACRAMENTO, AND THEN UP FROM THERE INTO THE FOOTHLLS OF THE BIG
MOUNTAINS WAY YONDER. THE OTHER IS TO TAKE A BOAT AND GO WP
river to Sacramento and then pack across with horses.”



“How much is the river fare?” asked Talbot.

“YOU HAVE TO GET A SAILBOAT. IT COSTS ABOUT FORTY DOLLARS
apiece.”

“How long would it take?”

“Four or five days.”

“And how long from here to Sutter’s Fort by horse?”

“About the same.”

‘DeFENDS THEN ON WHETHER HORSES ARE CHEAPERR HERE OR
there.”

“THEY ARE CHEAPER THERE, OR WE CAN GET OUR STUFF FREGHTED IN
by Greasers and hoof it ourselves.”

“Then | should think we ought to have a boat.”

“Igot one,” said Yank.

“GOoD FOR YOU!” CRED TALBOT. “YOURE A MAN AFTER MY OWN
heart! Well, Johnny?”

Johnny told his tale, a little proudly and produced his required
two hundred and twenty dollars.

“YOU HAD LUCK,” SAD TALBOT NON-COVMMTTALLY, “AND YOU RAN A
STRONG RSK OF OOMNG BACK HERE WITHOUT A CENT, DDN'T YOU? |
WANT TO ASK YOU ONE QUESTION, JOHNNY. IFYOUHAD ~ LOST, WOULD YOU
have been willing to have taken the consequences?”

“What do you mean?” asked Johnny blankly.

“WOULD YOU HAVE BEEN WILLING TO HAVE DROPPED OUT OF THS
partnership?”

Johnny stared.

“I MEAN,” SAID TALBOT KINDLY, “THAT YOU HAD NO RGHT TO TRY TO GET
THS MONEY BY MERALY A GAMBLER'S CHANCE UNLESS YOU WERE
WILLING TO ACCEPT THE LOGICAL RESULT IF YOU FAILED. IT ISN'T FAR TO THE
rest of us.”

“l SEE WHAT YOU MEAN,” SAD JOHNNY sLomy. “NO; | HADNT
thought of it that way.”



“WELL, AS | SAID, YOU HAD LUCK,” REFEATED TALBOT CHEERFULLY, “SO
WE NEEDN'T THNK OF IT FURTHER” [T WAS CHARACTERISTIC THAT JOHNNY
TOOK THS VELED REBLIKE FROM TALBOT WARD N A MEEK AND
CHASTENED SPRIT; FROM ANY ONE ELSE HS HGH TEVPER 0OULD NEVER
STAND EVEN A BREATH OF CRTIOSM “HOw ABOUT YOU, FRANK?”
Talbot asked me.

| DETAILED MY EXPERENCES IN A VERY FEW WORDS AND EXHBITED
my gold slug.

“THAT'S THE BEST | CAN DO,” | ENDED, “AND HALF OF THAT DOES NOT
BELONG TO ME. | CAN, HOMEVER, IN A FEWV DAYS SCRAFE UP THE FULL
ANMOUNT; THERE IS FLENTY TO DO HERE. AND BARRNG BULL LUCK, LKE
JOHNNY'S, | DON'T SEE MUCH SHOW OF BEATING THAT, UNLESS A VAN
settled down to stay here.”

TALBOT STARED AT ME, RUMNATIVELY, UNTIL | BEGAN TO GET RESTVE.
Then he withdrew his eyes. He made no comment.

“l SUPPOSE YOU HAVE YOUR MONEY,” SUGGESTED YANK TO HM,
after a pause.

“OH-YES,” SAD TALBOT AS THOUGH AWAKING FROM FROFOUND
reverie.

“WELL, TELL US ABOUT IT. HOW DD YOU GET 7 HOW LONG DID IT TAKE
you?”

“ABOUT HALF AN HOUR. | FIGURED THAT EVERYBODY IN A PLACE LIKE
THS WOULD BE WANTING NBAS. SO | SORTED OUT THAT BUNDLE OF OLD
newspapers you fellows were always laughing at, and | went out
and sold them. Lucky | got busy with them early; for | don’t doubt
the arrival of the Oregon broke the market.”

“How much did you get for them?” asked Johnny.

“A DOLLAR APECE FOR MOST, AND FFTY CENTS FOR THE REST. | CAME
OUT TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY DOLLARS AHEAD ALL TOLD. THAT, WITH
FRANK'S AND MY TEN DOLLARS, GAVE ME SIXTY DOLLARS ABOVE THE
necessary amount.”

Johnny arose and kicked himself solemnly.



“FOR NOT GUESSNG WHAT NEWSPAFERS WERE GOOD FOR” HE
EXPLAINED. “GO ONI VWHAT NEXT? VWHAT DID YOU DO WITH THE REST OF
the day?”

TALBOT LEANED FORWARD, AND ALL THE ANIMATION OF THE DINNER
table returned to his manner and to his face.

“BOYS,” SAD HE EARNESTLY, “THS IS THE MOST WONDERFUL TOWN
THAT HAS EVER BEENl THERE HAS BEEN NOTHING LIKE IT IN THE FAST;
and there will never be anything like it again. After | had sold out
MY FAPERS | WENT WANDERNG ACROSS THE PLAZA WITH MY HANDS IN
My POCKETS. NEXT THE EL DORADO THERE IS A HOLE IN THE GROUND. [T
ISN'T MUCH OF A HOLE, AND THE EDGES ARE ALL CAVING IN BECAUSE IT
1S SANDY. WHLE | WAS LOOKING AT IT TWO MEN CAME ALONG. ONE
WAS THE OWNER OF THE HOLE, AND THE OTHER SAID HE WAS A LAWYER
The owner OFFERED TO RENT THE HOLE TO THE LAWYER FOR TWO HUNDRED
AND FIFTY DOLLARS A MONTH, AND THE LAWYER WAS INCLINED TO TAKE
HM UP. AFTER THEY HAD GONE ON | PACED OFF THE HOLE, JUST FOR FUN.
IT WAS TWELVE FEET SQUARE BY ABOUT SIX FEET DEEP! THEN | WALKED
ON DOWN TOWARD THE WATER FRONT, AND TALKED WITH ALL THE
STOREKEEFERS. THEY DO A QUEER BUSINESS. ALL THESE GOODS WE
SEE AROUND CAME OUT HERE ON CONSIGNVENT. THE LOCAL
STOREKEEFERS HAVE A GREATER OR LESSER SHARE AND SELL MAINLY ON
COMMSSION. SINCE THEY HAVENT ANY ADEQUATE STOREHOUSES,

AND CANT GET ANY PUT UP AGAN, THEY SHL THE STUFF MAINLY AT
AUCTION AND GET RD OF IT AS QUCKLY AS POSSBLE THAT'S WHY
SOME THNGS ARE SO CHEAP THEY CAN MAKE PAVEVENTS OF THEM

WHEN A SHP HAFFENS TO COME IN LOADED WITH ONE ARTICLE. |
TALKED WITH SOME OF THEM AND TOLD THEM THEY OUGHT TO
WAREHOUSE A LOT OF THS STUFF SO AS TO KEEP IT OVER INTL THE
MARKET STEADED. THEY AGREED WITH THAT, BUT FOINTED OUT THAT
THEY WERE PUTTING UP WAREHOUSES AS FAST AS THEY COULD-WHICH
WASN'T VERY FAST—AND IN THE MEANTIVE THE RAINS AND DUST WERE
destroying their goods. It was cheaper to sell at auction.”

“AND A HEAP MORE EXCITING,” PUT IN JOHNNY. “| WENT TO ONE OF



them.”

“WELL, | WANDERED DOWN TO THE SHORE, AND LOOKED OUT OVER THE
BAY. [T WAS FULL OF SHFPING, RDING HGH AT ANCHOR. | HAD AN IDEA. |
HRED A BOAT FOR FIVE DOLLARS, AND ROWED OUT TO SOME OF THE
SHPS. BELIEVE ME OR NOT, MOST OF THEM WERE BVPTY; NOT EVEN A
WATCHVAN ABOARD! | FOUND SOVE OF THE CAPTAINS, HOWEVER, AND
talked with each of them. They all told the same story.”

“Crews skipped to the mines, | suppose?” said Yank.

“ExacTLy. AND THEY couldnt GET ANY MORE. SO | OFFERED TO HRE
a few of them.”

“The captains?” linquired.

“No; the ships.”

“The what?” we yelled in chorus.

“The ships.”

“But if the captains can’t get crews—’

“OH, | DON'T WANT TO SAIL THEW,” WENT ON TALBOT IMPATIENTLY. “IT
WAS HARD WORK GETTING THEM TO AGREE; THEY ALL CHERSHED NOTIONS
THEY COULD GET CREAS AND GO SAILING SOVE MORE—GOOD OLD
SALTS! BUT | HRED FOUR, AT LAST. HAD TO TAKE THEM FOR ONLY A MONTH,
however; and had to pay them in advance five hundred apiece.”

“l BEG PARDON,” SAD JOHNNY SOFTLY, “FOR INTERRUPTNG YOUR
FLEASING TALE, BUT THE LAST ITEM INTERESTED ME. | DO NOT KNOW
whether | quite heard it right.”

“OH, SHUT P, JOHN\NY,” SAID YANK; “LET THE MAN TELL HS STORY. OF
OOURSE HE DIDN'T HAVE THE MONEY IN HS POCKET. HOW DID YOU GET
it, Tal?”

Ward shot him a grateful glance.

“I TOLD THEM I'D PAY THBM AT FOUR O CLOOK WHCH GAVE ME PLENTY
of time.”

“Two thousand dollars—oh, of course!” murmured Johnny.

“SO THEN,” CONTINUED TALBOT, “| HUSTLED ASHORE, AND WENT TO
SEE SOVE OF MY VERCHANT FRENDS. IN TWO HOURS | HAD CONTRACTS



with twelve of them that totalled six thousand dollars.”

“WHY DDN'T SOVE OF THEM GO OUT AND HRE SHPS ON THER OAN
account?” asked Yank shrewdly.

“BECAUSE | DDNT MENTION THE WORD ‘SHF UNTL | HAD THER
BUSINESS,” SAD TALBOT. “l JUST GUARANTEED THEM STORAGE,
WATERPROOF, PRACTICALLY FIREFROOF, DUSTPROOF, AND WITHN TWENTY-
FOUR HOURS. | GUESS MOST OF THEM THOUGHT | WAS CrRAZY. BUT AS IT
didn’t cost them anything, they were willing to take a chance.”

“THEN YOU DIDN'T RAISE YOUR TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM THEM IN
advance payments!” | marvelled.

“CERTANLY NOT. THAT WOULD HAVE SCARED OFF THE WHOLE LOT OF
THEM. BUT | GOT THER AGRERVENTS; | TOLD YOU IT TOOK ME TWO HOURS.
THEN | WALKED UP THE STREET FIGLRNG WHERE |'D GET THE MONEY. OF
OOURSE | SAW I'D HAVE TO DVIDE THE PROFITS. | DDNT KNOW
ANYBODY; BUT AFTER A WHLE | DECIDED THAT THE BEST CHANCE WAS TO
GET SOME ADVICE FROM HONEST AND DISINTERESTED MAN. SO |
ASKED THE FIRST MAN | MET WHO RAN THE BIGGEST GAMBLING PLACE IN
town. He told me Jim Recket.”

“JIM REKET?” | ECHOED. “HE'S THE MAN | WAS TO LEAVE CHANGE
for my gold slug with.”

“RecKET KEEPS THE EL DORADO, NEXT DOOR IN THE TENT. HE
IVFRESSED ME AS A VERY QUEET, DIRECT, SQUARE SORT OF A FELLOW.
THE BEST TYPE OF FROFESSIONAL GAMBLER, IN MATTERS OF THS SORT,
generally is.

“I AM LOOKING FOR A MAN,” SAD |, “WHO HAS A LITTLE IDLE MONEY,
SOME TIVE, NO GOLD-MNING FEVER, FLENTY OF NERVE, AND A BROAD
mind. Can you tell me who he is?’

“HE THOUGHT A MNUTE AND THEN ANSWERED DIRECT, AS | KNEW HE
would.

“Sam Brannan,” he said.

“Tell me about him.’

“TO TAKE UP YOUR PONTS, SAD REXKET, CHECKING OFF HS



FINGERS, ‘HE CAME OUT WITH A SHALOAD OF MORVONS AS THER
HEAD, AND HE COLLECTED TITHES FROM THEM FOR OVER A YEAR, THAT'S
YOUR IDLE MONEY. HE HAS ALL THE TIVE THE L ORD STUCK INTO ONE DAY
AT A OLIP, THAT'S YOUR “SOME TIVE” HE HAS BEEN HERE IN THE CITY
SINCE 48 WHCH WOULD SEEM TO SHOW HE DOESN' T CARE MUCH FOR
MNNG. HE OOLLECTED THE TITHES FROM THOSE MORVONS, AND SENT
WORD TO BRGHAM YOUNG THAT IF HE WANTED THE MONEY TO COMVE
AND GET IT. THAT'S FOR YOUR NERVE. AS FOR BENG BROAD MNDED—
WELL, WHEN A DELEGATION OF THE MORVONS, ALL READY FOR A SCRAP,
CAME TO HM SOLEVNLY TO SAY THAT THEY WERE GONG TO REFUSE TO
PAY HM THE TITHES ANY MORE, EVEN IF HE WAS THE CALIFORNIA HEAD
OF THE CHURCH, HE LAUGHED THEM OFF THE FLACE FOR HAVING BEEN SO
green as to pay them as long as they had.’

‘I FOND SAM BRANNAN, FINALLY, AT THE BAR IN DENNISON'S
Exchange.”

“WHAT WAS HE LIKE?” ASKED JOHNNY EAGERLY. “I'LL BET | HEARD HS
name fifty times to-day.”

“HE IS A THCKSET, JOLLY LOOKING, CURLY HEADED FELLOW, WITH A
THCK NECK, A BULLDOG JAW, AND A BIG VOICE,” REFLIED TALBOT. “OF
OOURSE HE TRED TO BULLY ME, BUT WHEN THAT DIDN'T WORK, HE CAMVE
down to business. We entered into an agreement.

“BRANNAN WAS TO FURNISH THE MONEY, AND TAKE HALF THE PROFTTS,
PROVIDED HE LIKED THE IDEA. VWHEN WE HAD SETTLED IT ALL, | TOLD HM
MY SCHEVE. HE THOUGHT IT OVER A WHLE AND CAME IN. THEN WE
ROWED OFF AND FAID THE CAPTAINS OF THE SHIPS. [T WAS NECESSARY
NOW TO GET THEM WARFED IN AT HGH TIDE, OF OOURSE, BUT SAM
BRANNAN SAID HED SEE TO THAT-HE HAS SONVE SORT OF A PULL WITH
the natives, enough to get a day’s labour, anyway.”

“Warp them in?” | echoed.

“CERTAINLY. YOU OOULDN T EXPECT THE MERCHANTS TO LIGHTER THER
STUFF OFF IN BOATS ALWAYS. WE'LL BEACH THESE SHPS AT HGH TIDE,
AND THEN RUN SOVE SORT OF LIGHT CAUSEWAY OUT TO THEM. THERE'S
NO SURF, AND THE BOTTOM IS SOFT. [T'LL COST US SOVETHNG, OF COURSE,



but Sam and | figure we ought to divide three thousand clear.”

“I'd like to ask a question or so,” said I. “What'’s to prevent the
merchants doing this same hiring of ships for themselves?”

“Nothing,” said Talbot, “after the first month.”

“AND WHAT FREVENTED BRANNAN, AFTER HE HAD HEARD YOWR
SCHEVE, FROM GOING OUT ON HS OWN HOOK, AND POCKETING all e
proceeds?”

“YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND, FRANK,” SAID TALBOT IMPATIENTLY. “MEN
of our stamp don’t do those things.”

“Oh!” said I.

“THS,” SAD JOHNNY, “MADE IT ABOUT TWO O CLOCK, AS | FIGURE
your story. Did you then take a needed rest?”

“QUARTER OF TWO,” CORRECTED TALBOT, “| WAS GONG BACK TO THE
HOTEL, WHEN | PASSED THAT BRCK BULDNG-YOU KNOW, ON
MONTGOVERY STREET. | RAVEVBERED THEN THAT LAWYER AND HS TWO
HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS FOR A HOLE IN THE GROUND. [T SERVED TO
MVE THERE WAS A TERRBLE WASTE SOMBAMHERE. HERE WAS A BIG
BRICK BULDING FILLED UP WITH NOTHNG BUT GOODS. [T MGHT MUCH
BETTER BE FILLED WITH PEORLE. THERE IS FLENTY OF ROOM FOR GOODS IN
those ships; but you can’t very well put people on the ships. So |
JUST DROPPED IN TO SEE THEM ABOUT IT. | OFFERED TO HRE THE ENTIRE
UPPER PART OF THE BULDING, AND POINTED OUT THAT THE LOWER PART
WAS ALL THEY OOULD FOSSBLY USE AS A STORE. THEY SAD THEY
NEEDED THE UPPER PART AS STOREHOUSE. | OFFERED TO STORE THE
GOODS IN AN ACCESSIBLE SAFE PLACE. OF COURSE THEY WANTED TO
SEE THE FLACE, BUT | WOULDN'T LET ON, NATURALLY, BUT LEFT IT SUBJECT TO
THER APPROVAL AFTER THE LEASE WAS SIGNED. THE JOKE OF IT IS THEY
were way overstocked anyway. Finally | made my grand offer.

“LOOK HERE,” SAID |, “YOU RENT ME THAT UPPER STORY FOR A DECENT
LENGTH OF TIVE-SAY A YEAR-AND [LL BUY OUT THE SURFLUS STOCK
YOU'VE GOT UP THERE AT A DECENT VALUATION.” THEY JUVPED AT THAT;

OF COURSE THEY PRETENDED NOT TO, BUT JUST THE SANE THEY JUVFED.



['LL BTHER SELL THE STUFF BY AUCTION, EVEN IF AT A SLIGHT LOSS, OR ELSE
LL STICK IT ABOARD A SHP. DEFENDS A GOOD DEAL ON WHAT IS
THERE, OF COURSE. IT'S MOSTLY BALE AND BOX GOODS OF SOVE SORT OR
ANOTHER. |'VE GOT AN INVENTORY IN MY POCKET. HAVEN T LOOKED AT IT
YET. THEN I'LL PARTITION OFF THAT WAREROOM AND RENT IT OUT FOR OFFICES
AND SO FORTH. THERE ARE A LOT OF LAWYERS AND THINGS IN THS TOWN
JUST HONING FOR SOVETHNG DIGNFIED AND STABLE. | ONLY RAY THREE
thousand a month for it.”

Johnny groaned deeply.

“WEL,” PERSISTED TALBOT, “l FIGURE ON GETTING AT LEAST HGHT
THOUSAND A MONTH OUT OF IT. THAT LL TAKE CARE OF A LITTLE LOSS ON THE
goods, if necessary. 'm not sure a loss is necessary.”

“And how much, about, are the goods?” linquired softly.

“OH, | DONT KNOW. SOVEAHERE BETWEEN TEN AND TWENTY
thousand, | suppose.”

“Paid for how, and when?”

“ONE THRD CASH, AND THE REST IN NOTES. THE INTEREST OUT HERE IS
rather high,” said Talbot regretfully.

“Where do you expect to get the money?” |l insisted.

“OH, MONEY! MONEY!” CRED TALBOT, THROWING OUT HS ARVS WITH
A GESTURE OF IMPATIENCE. “THE ALACE IS FULL OF MONEY.. [T'S POURNG
in from the mines, from the world outside. Money’s no trouble!”

HE FELL INTO AN INTENT REVERE, BITING AT HS SHORT MOUSTAGHE. |
arose softly to my feet.

“JOHNNY,” SAD |, IN A STRANGLED LITTLE VOICE, “I'VE GOT TO GVE
back McGlynn’s change. Want to go with me?”

WE TIPTOED AROUND THE CORNER OF THE BULDING, AND FELL INTO
each other’s arms with shrieks of joy.

“OH” CRED JOH\NY AT LAST, WIANG THE TEARS FROM HS EYES.
“Money’s no trouble!”

AFTER WE HAD TO SOME EXTENT RELEVED OUR FEELNGS WE
CHANGED MY GOLD SLUG INTO DUST—| PURCHASED A BUCKSKIN BAG—



AND WENT TO FIND MCGLYNN. OUR WAY TO HS QUARTERS LED PAST THE
post-office, where a long queue of men still waited patiently and
QUETLY IN LNE. WE STOOD FOR A FEW MOMENTS WATCHNG THE
DEVEANOUR OF THOSE WHO HAD RECEVED THER MALL, OR WHO HAD

BEEN TOLD THERE WAS NOTHNG FOR THEM. SOME OF THE LATTER WERE
pathetic, and looked fairly dazed with grief and disappointment.

THE LETTERS WERE PASSED THROUGH A SMALL WINDOW LET IN THE
ADOBE OF THE WALL; AND THE MEN FILED ON TO THE VERANDA AT ONE
END AND OFF IT AT THE OTHER. THE MAN DISTRBUTING MALL WAS A
SMALL, POMPOUS, FAT ENGLISHVAN. | RECOGNZED MCGLYNN COMNG
slowly down with the line, and paid him half the dust in my bag.

As MCGLYNN REACHED THE WINDOW, THE GLASS IN IT SLAMVED
shut, and the clerk thrust a card against it.

“Mails close at 9 P.M.”

MOGLYNN TAFFED AT THE GLASS, RECEVED NO ATTENTION, AND
COMVENCED TO BEAT A TATTOO. THE WINDOW WAS SNATCHED OPEN,
and the fat clerk, very red, thrust his face in the opening.

“What do you want?” he demanded truculently.

“Any letters for John A. McGlynn?”

“THs OFFIcE OPENS AT 8:30 A.M.” SAD THE OLERK, SLAMVING
shut the window.

WITHOUT AN INSTANT'S HESITATION, AND BEFORE THE MAN HAD A
CHANCE TO RETIRE, MCGLYNN'S HUGE FIST CRASHED THROUGH THE GLASS
and into his face.

THE CROAD HAD WAITED PATIENTLY; BUT NOW, WITH A BRUTAL SNARL, IT
SURGED FORWARD. MCGLYNN, A FLEASANT SMLE ON HS FACE, SWUNG
slowly about.

“KEEP YOUR LINE, BOYS! KEEP YOUR LINE!” HE BOOVED. “THERE'S
NO TROUBLE! IT'S ONLY A LITTLE ENGLISHVAN WHO DON'T KNOW OUR WAYS
yet.”

Inside the building the postal force, white and scared yet over
THE MENACONG GROWL OF THE BEAST THEY HAD SO NEARLY ROUSED,



HASTENED TO RESUVE THER TASKS. | HEARD LATER THAT THE LAST MAN IN
LINE REACHED THE WINDOW ONLY AT THREE ~ O'CLOCK IN THE MORNING.
ALSO THAT NEXT DAY MOGLYNN WAS SUMMONED BY GEARY, THEN
POSTMASTER, TO ACCOUNT FOR HS SHARE IN THE ROW, AND THAT IN THE
END GEARY APOLOGZED AND WAS GRACOUSLY FORGIVEN BY
McGlynn! | can well believe it.

WE FOND YANK AND TALBOT STILL AT THE EDGE OF THE HOTEL
veranda.

“LooK HERE, TAL!” SAID JOHNNY AT ONCE. “HOW ARE YOU GOING TO
FINSH ALL THS BUSINESS YOU'VE SCARED WP, AND GET OFF TO THE
mines within a reasonable time? We ought to start pretty soon.’

“MINES?” BECHOED TALBOT, “F'M NOT GONG TO THE MNES! |
WOULDN T LEAVE ALL THS FOR A MLLION MNES. NO: YANK AND | HAVE
BEEN TALKING IT OVER. YOU BOYS WILL HAVE TO ATTEND TO THE MNING
END OF THIS BUSINESS. I'LL PAY FRANK'S SHARE AND TAKE A QUARTER OF
THE PROFITS, AND FRANK CAN PAY MVE IN ADDITION HALF HS PROFTTS. IN
RETURN FOR THE WORK | DON'T DO, I'LL PUT ASIDE TWO HUNDRED AND
TWENTY DOLLARS AND USE IT IN MY BUSINESS HERE, AND ALL OF US WILL
SHARE IN THE PROFITS | MAKE FROM THAT AMOUNT. HOW DOES THAT
strike you?”

“I DONT LKE TO LOSE YOU OUT OF THS,” SAD JOH\NNY
disappointedly.

“Nor |,” said 1.

“AND | HATE TO LOSE THE ADVENTURE, BOYS,” AGREED TALBOT
EARNESTLY. “BUT, HONESTLY, | CAN'T LEAVE THS ALACE NOW EVEN IF |
want to; and | certainly don’t want to.”

| TURNED IN THAT NIGHT WITH THE FEELING THAT | HAD PASSED A VERY
interesting day.






CHAPTER XllI
UP-RIVER

TWO DAYS LATER YANK, JOHNNY, AND | BVBARKED ABOARD A SVALL
BLUFFBOWED SAILBOAT, WAVED OUR FAREWELLS TO TALBOT STANDING ON
THE SHORE, AND LAID OUR OOURSE TO CROSS THE BLUE BAY BEHND AN
ISLAND CALLED ALCATRAZ. OUR BOATMAN WAS A SHORT, SWARTHY MAN,
WITH CURLY HARR AND GOLD RNGS IN HS EARS. HE HANDLED HS BOAT
WELL, BUT SPOKE NOT AT ALL. AFTER A DOZEN ATTEVPTS TO GET
SOMETHNG MORE THAN MONOSYLLABLES OUT OF HM, WE GAVE IT P,
AND SETTLED OURSHVES TO THE SOLD ENIOYMENT OF A NEW
adventure.

THE BREEZE WAS STRONG, AND DROVE EVEN OUR RATHER CLUMVBY
CRAFT AT CONSIDERABLE SPEED. THE BLUE WATERS OF THE BAY FLASHED
IN THE SUN AND RFFLED UNDER THE SQUALLS. SPRAY DASHED AWAY
FROM OUR BOWS. A CHLL RACED IN FROM THE OFEN PACIFIC, DLUTING
the sunlight.

WE STARED AHEAD OF US, ALL EYES. THE BAY WAS A VERTABLE
INLAND SEA; AND THE SHORES AHEAD OF US LAY FLAT AND WIDE, WITH
BLUE HAZY HLLS IN THE DISTANCE, AND A GREAT MOUNTAIN HOVERNG IN
MDARR TO OUR RGHT. BLACK CORVORANTS GONG UPMND FLARFED
HEAVILY BY US JUST ABOVE THE WATER, THER NECKS STRETCHED OUT.
GULLS WHEELED AND SCREAMED ABOVE US, OR FLOATED HGH AND
LIGHT LKE OORKS OVER THE RACNG WAVES. RAFTS OF DUCKS LAY
BOBBING, THER NECKS FURLED, THER HEAD CLOSE TO THER BODES. A
salt TANG STIRRED OUR BLOOD; AND ON THE GREAT MOUNTAIN JUST NORTH
OF THE HARBOUR ENTRANCE THE SHADOWS OF CANONS WERE BEGINNING
most beautifully to define themselves.

ALTOGETHER IT WAS A ALEASANT SALL. WE PERCHED TO WINDWARD,



AND SMOKED OUR PIPES, AND WORKED OURSELVES TO A HGH PITCH OF
ENTHUSIASM OVER WHAT WE WERE GOING TO SEE AND DO. THE SALLOR
too smoked his pipe, leaning against the long, heavy tiller.

THE DISTANT FLAT SHORES DREW NEARER. VWE TURNED A CORNER AND
OOULD MAKE OUT THE MOUTH OF A RVER, AND ACROSS IT A WHTE LINE
THAT, AS WE CAME UP ON T, PROVED TO BE THE CURRENT BREAKING
AGAINST THE WIND OVER A VERY SOLD BAR FOR THE FIRST TIME OLR
SAILOR GAVE SIGNS OF LIFE. HE STOOD ON HS FEET, SQUINTED AHEAD,
ORDERED US AMDSHPS, DROFPED THE FEAK OF THE MAINSAL, TOOK
THE SHEET IN HS HAND. VWE FLEW DOWN AGAINST THE BREAKERS. IN A
moment we were in them. Two sickening bumps shook our very
VERTEBRE. THE MAST SWAYED DRUNKENLY FROM SIDE TO SIDE AS THE
BOAT ROLLED ON HER KEEL, THE SAL FLOFFED, A FOLLOMNG WAVE
SLOFPED HEAVILY OVER THE STERN, AND THE WATER SWASHED FORWARD
ACROSS OUR FEET. THEN WE RECOVERED A TRFLE, STAGGERED FORWARD,
BUVPED TWICE MORE, AND SLID INTO THE SMOOTHER DEEP WATER
THE SAILOR GRUNTED, AND RASSED US A DIFFER. WE BAILED HER OUT
while he raised again the peak of his sail.

SHORILY AFTER THS EXPERENCE WE GLIDED UP THE REAGHES OF A
WIDE BEAUTIFUL RVER [T HAD NO BANKS, BUT WAS BORDERED BY THE
TALL REEDS CALLED TULES. AS FAR AS THE EYE OOULD REACH, AND THAT
WAS VERY FAR WHEN WE CLIVBED FART WAY UP THE MAST TO LOOK,
THESE TULES EXTENDED. LEAGLE AFTER  LEAGLE THEY RAN AWAY LKE
LLMTABLE FLANS, GREEN AND BROWN AND BEAUTFU,, UNTL
somewhere over the curve of the earth straight ahead they must
HAVE MET DISTANT BLUE HLLS. TO THE SOUTHEAST THERE SEEMVED NO
end but the sky.

FROM THE LEVEL OF THE BOAT, HOWEVER, WE SAW ONLY A LITTLE WAY
INTO THE OUTER FRNGE. THE WATER LAY AMONG THE STALKS, AND MUD
HENS WITH WHTE BILLS PUSHED THER WAY BUSLY INTO INTRCATE
NARROW UNGUESSED WATERWAYS. OCCASIONALLY THE HEDGE OF THE
TULES BROKE TO A GREATER OR LESSER OFENING INTO A LAGOON. THESE
WERE LIKE SHALLOW LAKES, IN WHCH SOVETIVES GREW CLUMPS OF



GRASSES. THEY WERE OOVERED WITH WATERFOM.. NEVER HAVE | SEEN
SO MANY DUCKS AND GEESE OF ALL KINDS. THEY LITERALLY COVERED
THE SURFACE OF THE WATER, AND FARLY SEBVED TO JOSTLE EACH OTHER
AS THEY SWAM BUSLLY TO AND FRO, INTENT ON SOVE BUSINESS OF THER
OWN. THER OOMFORTABLE, LOW OCONVERSATIONAL CLUCKING AND
QUACKING WAS A PLEASLRE TO HEAR. WWHEN, OUT OF CURIOSITY, WE
FIRED A REVOLVER SHOT, THEY ROSE IN THE AR WITH A ROAR LIKE THAT OF A
GREAT WATERFALL, AND THER CROSSING LINES OF FLIGHT IN THE SKY WAS
LIKE THE MULTITUDE OF MDGES IN THE SUN. | REVEVBER ONE FLOCK OF
SNOW-WHITE GEESE THAT TURNED AND WHEELED, ALTERNATELY THROWING
THER BODIES IN SHADOW OR IN THE SUNLIGHT, SO THAT THEY FLASHED
brilliantly.

AS THE SUN DECLINED, THE WIND FELL. FORTUNATELY THE CURRENT IN
THE RVER WAS HARDLY PERCEPTBLE. WE SLIFFED ALONG ON GLASSY
WATERS. THOUSANDS UFON THOUSANDS OF BLACKBRDS DIFFED
ACROSS US UTTERNG THER CALLS. AGAINST A SAFFRON SKY WERE LONG
LNES OF WATERFOM, THER NEKS OUTSTRETCHED. A BUSY
MULTITUDNOUS NOISE OF MARSH BIRDS ROSE AND FELL ALL ABOUT US.
The sun was a huge red ball touching the distant hills.

AT LAST THE WIND FAILED US ENTIRELY, BUT THE SAILOR GOT OUT A FAR
OF SWEEPS, AND WE TOOK TURNS ROWING. WITHN A HALF HOLR WE
CAUGHT THE SILHOUETTE OF THREE TREES AGAINST THE SKY, AND SHORILY
LANDED ON A LITTLE ISLAND OF SOLID GROUND. HERE WE MADE CAMP
for the night.

ALL NEXT DAY, AND THE DAYS AFTER, BENG LUCKLY FAVOLRED BY
STEADY FAIR WINDS, WE GLIDED UP THE RVER. | 0OULD NOT BUT WONDER
AT THE CERTAINTY WITH WHCH OUR SAILOR PICKED THE RIGHT PASSAGE
FROM THE NUMEROUS FALSE CHANNELS THAT OFFERED THEVBELVES. THE
WATER WAS BEAUTIFULLY OLEAR AND SWEET; QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THE
MUDDY CURRENTS OF TO-DAY. SHORILY THE SOLID GROUND HAD DRAWN
NEARER, SO THAT OFTEN WE PASSED LONG STRETCHES OF EARTH
STANDING ABOVE THE TULE-GROWN WATER. ALONG THESE STRPS GREW
SYCAMORE AND COTTONMVOOD TREES OF GREAT SIZE, AND HANGING



VINES OF THE WILD GRAFE. THE TREES WERE AS YET BARE OF LEAVES,
BUT EVERYTHNG ELSE WAS GREEN AND BEAUTIFUL. WWE COULD SEE THE
TRACKS OF MANY DEER ALONG THE FLATS, BUT CAUGHT NO SIGHT OF THE
ANNALS THEBVSELVES. AT ONE ALACE, HOWEVER, WE DD FRGHTEN A
SMALL BAND OF HALF A DOZEN BLK. THEY CRASHED AWAY RECKLESSLY
THROUGH THE BRUSH, MAKING NOISE AND SALASHNG ENOUGH FOR A
HUNDRED. YANK THREW ONE OF HS LITTLE PEA BULLETS AFTER THEM, AND
CERTAINLY HT, FOR WE FOUND DROPS OF BLOOD. THE SAILOR SHOOK HS
HEAD DISFARAGINGLY OVER THE SIZE OF THE RFLE BALLS, TO YANK'S VAST
DISGUST. | NEVER SAW HM COVE NEARER TO LOSING HS TEVFER. AS

A MATTER OF FACT | THNK THE SAILOR'S OONTENTION HAD SOVETHING IN

IT; THE LONG ACCURATE WEAFON WITH TS TINY MSSILE WAS PROBABLY
ALL RGHT WHEN ITS USER HAD A CHANCE TO PLANT THE BULLET EXACTLY IN
A FATAL SFOT, BUT NOT FOR SUCH QUICK SNAP SHOOTING AS THS. AT ANY
rate our visions of cheap fresh meat vanished on the hoof.

THE LAST DAY OUT WE CAME INTO A WIDE BOTTOMLAND OOUNTRY
WITH OAKS. THE DISTANT BLUE HLLS HAD GROWN, AND HAD BECOVE
SLATE-GRAY. AT NOON WE DISCERNED AHEAD OF US A LOW BLUFF, AND A
FORK IN THE RVER, AND AVONG THE OAK TREES THE GLEAM OF TENTS,
AND BEFORE THEM A TRACERY OF MASTS WHERE THE BOATS AND SMALL
SHPS LAY MOORED TO THE TREES. THS WAS THE embarcadero oF
SUTTER' S FORT BEYOND; OR THE NEW OTY OF SACRAMENTO, WHCHEVER
you pleased. Here our boat journey ended.

WE DISBVBARKED INTO A WELTER OF CONFUSION. DusT, MEN,
MULES, OXEN, BALES, BOXES, BARRELS, AND MORE DUST. EVERYTHNG
WAS IN THE OPEN AR. TENTS WERE AITCHED IN THE OPEN, UNDER THE
GREAT OAKS, ANYWHERE AND EVERYWHERE. NEXT, THE RVER, AND FOR
PERHAPS A HUNDRED YARDS FROM THE BANKS, THE CANVAS STRUCTURES
WERE ARRANGED IN ROWS ALONG WHAT WERE EVIDENTLY INTENDED TO
BE STREETS; BUT BEYOND THAT EVERY ONE SIVPLY “SQUATTED” WHERE
HE FLEASED. VWE TRAMPED ABOUT ULNTIL WE FOUND A CLEAR SFACE,

AND THERE DUVPED DOWN OUR EFFECTS. THEY WERE SIMALE ENOUGH;
AND OUR HOUSEKEEPING CONSISTED IN SPREADING OUR BLANKETS AND



CANVAS, AND UNPACKING OUR FRYING FAN AND FOTS. THE ENTIRE LIST
OF OUR PROVISIONS CONSISTED OF FORK, FLOUR, SALT, TEA, COFFEE,
sugar, tobacco, and some spirits.

AFTER SUPPER WE WENT OUT IN A BODY TO SEE WHAT WE COULD FIND
OUT CONCERNING OUR WAY TO THE MNES. VWE DID NOT EVEN FOSSESS
a definite idea as to where we wanted to go!

IN THS QUEST WE RAN ACROSS OUR FIRST DEFINITE DISCOURAGEVENT.
THE PLACE WAS FULL OF MEN AND THEY WERE ALL WILLING TO TALK. FuLLY
THREE QUARTERS WERE, LIKE OURSHELVES, HEADED TOWARD THE MNES,

AND WERE CONSEQUENTLY FULL OF THEORETICAL ADVICE THE LESS THEY
ACTUALLY KNBW THE MORE INSISTENT THEY WERE THAT THERS WAS THE
ONLY ONE SURE ROUTE OR LOCALITY OR METHOD. OF THE REVAINDER
FROBABLY HALF WERE THE PERVANENT POPULATION OF THE FLACE, AND
BUSILY OCOUPED IN MAKING WHAT MONEY THEY COULD. THEY WERE
STOREKEEFERS, GAMBLERS, WAGON OWNERS, SALOONKEEFERS,
TRANSFORTATION MEN. OF COURSE WE OOULD QUICKLY HAVE HAD FROM
MOST OF THESE MEN VERY DEFINTE AND FRACTICAL ADVICE AS TO
WHERE TO GO AND HOW TO GET THERE, BUT THE ADVICE WOULD MOST
likely have been strongly tempered with self-interest. The rest of
THOSE WE ENCOUNTERED WERE ON THER WAY BACK FROM THE MINES.

And from them we got our first dash of cold water in the face.

ACOORDNG TO THEM THE WHOLE GOLD-FABLE WAS VASTLY
EXAGGERATED. TO BE SURE THERE WAS GOLD, NO ONE OOULD DENY
THAT, BUT IT OCOURRED VERY RARELY, AND IN TERRBLE FLACES TO GET AT.
ONE HAD TO PUT IN TEN DOLLARS WORTH OF WORK, TO GET OUT ONE
DOLLARS' WORTH OF DUST. AND PROVISIONS WERE SO HGH THAT THE 0OST
OF LIVING ATE UP ALL THE PROFITS. BESIDES, WE WERE MUCH TOO LATE
ALL THE GOOD CLAIMS HAD BEEN TAKEN UP AND WORKED OUT BY THE
EARLIEST COMERS. THERE WAS MUCH SICKNESS IN THE MINES, AND
MEN WERE DYING LIKE FLIES. A MAN WAS A FOOL EVER TO LEAVE HOVE
BUT A DOUBLE-DYED FOOL NOT TO RETURN THERE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
THUS THE ARW OF THE DISCOURAGED. THERE WERE SO MANY OF
THEV, AND THEY TALKED SO OONVINONGLY, THAT |, FOR ONE,  FELT MY



GOLDEN DREAM DISSIATING, AND A GLANCE AT JOHNNY'S FACE
SHOWED THAT HE WAS MUCH IN THE SANME FRANE OF MND. WWE WERE
VERY YOUNG; AND WE HAD SO LONG BEEN KEYED UP SO HGH THAT A
REACTION WAS ALMOST INEVITABLE. YANK SHOWED NO SIGN, BUT
chewed his tobacco imperturbably.

VWE CONTINUED OUR INQUIRES, HOWEVER, AND HAD SOON ACQURED
A MASS OF VARED INFORVATION. THE NEAREST MNES WERE ABOUT
SIXTY MLES AWAY; WE OOULD GET OUR FREGHT TRANSPORTED THAT FAR BY
THE NaTVE CALFORNAN cargadores AT FFTY DOLLARS THE
HUNDREDWEGHT. OR WE COULD WALK AND CARRY OLR OWN GOoDS. OR
WE MGHT BUY A HORSE OR SO TO FACK IN OUR BELONGINGS. IF WE
WANTED TO TALK TO THE cargadores WE MUST VISIT THER CAMP OVER
TOWARD THE SOUTH, IF WE WANTED TO BUY HORSES WE COULD DO
NOTHNG BETTER THAN TO TALK TO MCCLELLAN, AT SUTTER'S FORT. FIFTY
DOLLARS A HUNDRED SERVED FRETTY STEEP FOR FREGHTING; WE WOULD
NOT BE ABLE TO CARRY ALL WE OWNED ON OUR BACKS; WE DECIDED TO
try to buy the horses.

ACCORDNGLY NEXT MORNING, AFTER A DELICIOUS SLEEP UNDER THE
OPEN SKY, WE SET OUT TO COVER THE THREE OR FOLR MLES TO SUTTER'S
Fort.

THS WAS MY FIRST SIGHT OF THE CALIFORNIA COUNTRY LANDSCAFE,
AND | SAW IT AT THE MOST BEAUTIFUL TIVE OF YEAR. THE LOW-ROLLING
HLLS WERE BRGHT GREEN, AGAINST WHICH BLENDED THE DARKER GREEN
OF THE PARKLIKE OAKS. OVER THE SLOFES WERE WASHES OF COLOR
WHERE THE WILD FLOWERS GREW, LIKE BRIGHT SCARVES LAID OUT IN THE
SUN. THEY WERE OF DEEP ORANGE, OR AN EQUALLY DEEP BLUE, OR,
PERHAPS, OF MNGLED WHITE AND PURFLE. EACH VARETY, AND THERE
WERE MANY OF THEM, SEBVED TO GROW BY [TSELF SO THAT THE
OOLOURS WERE MASSED. JOHNNY MUTTERED SOMVETHING ABOUT “THE
TRALING GLORY—BANNERS OF THE HLLS’; BUT WHETHER THAT WAS A
quotation or just Johnny I do not know.

THE AR WAS VERY WARM AND GRATEFU, AND THE SKY
EXTRAORDINARLY BLUE. BROAD-PINIONED BRDS WHEELED SLOWLY, VERY



HGH; AND ALL ABOUT US, ON THE TIPS OF SWAYING BUSHES AND IN THE
TOPS OF TREES, THOUSANDS OF GOLDEN LARKS WERE SNGING. THEY
WERE IN APPEARANCE LIKE OUR MEADOW-LARKS BACK EAST, BUT THER
NOTE WAS QUITE DIFFERENT; MORE JOYOUS AND LILTING, BUT WITH THE
SAME LIQUD QUALITY. WE FLUSHED MANY SPARROWS OF DIFFERENT
SORTS; AND WE SAW THE FLUVED QUAIL, THE GALLANT, TRM, LITTLE, WELL-
GROOVED GENTLEVEN, RUNNING RAPIDLY AHEAD OF US. AND OVER IT ALL
SHOWERED THE CLEAR WARMTH OF THE SUN, LIKE SOVE SUBTLE GOLDEN
ETHER THAT DISSOLVED AND DISENGAGED FROM THE SLEEPNG HLLS
MULTITUDINOUS HUMMINGS OF INSECTS, SONGS OF BIRDS, ODOURS OF
earth, perfumes of flowers.

IN SAITE OF OURSELVES OUR SPRITS ROSE. WE FORGOT OUR ANXIOUS
FIGURNGS ON WAYS AND MEANS, OUR TOO OONCENTRATED HOPES OF
SUCCESS, OUR FEVERSH, INTENT, SINGLEMNDED DESIRE FOR GOLD.
THREE ABREAST WE MARCHED FORWARD THROUGH THE WAVING,
SHMVERNG WILD OATS, HUMMING ONCE MORE THE STRANS OF THE
silly little song to which the gold seekers had elected to stride:

“I soon shall be in mining camps,
And then I'll look around,

And when | see the gold-dust there,
I'l pick it off the ground.

“I'll scrape the mountains clean, old girl,
I'll drain the rivers dry;

I'm off for California.

Susannah, don’t you cry!”

EVEN OLD YANK JONED IN THE CHORUS, AND HE HAD ABOUT AS MUCH
VOICE AS A RUSTY WINDMLL, AND ABOUT THE SAME IDEA OF TUNE AS A
hog has of war.

“Oh, Susannah! don’t you cry for me!
I'm off to California with my washbowl on my knee!”



WE TOFFED A RISE AND ADVANCED ON SUTTER'S FORT AS THOUGH WE
intended by force and arms to take that historic post.



PART Il
THE MINES







CHAPTER XIV
SUTTER’'S FORT

SUTTER' S FORT WAS SITUATED AT THE EDGE OF THE LIVE-OAK PARK. WE
FOUND IT TO RESEVBLE A REAL FORT, WITH HGH WALLS, BASTIONS, AND A
SINGLE GATE AT EACH BND THROUGH WHICH ONE ENTERED TO A LARGE
ENCLOSED SQUARE, PERHAPS A HUNDRED AND FIFTY YARDS LONG BY FIFTY
WIE. THE WALLS WERE NOT PIERCED FOR GUNS; AND THE DEFENCE
SEBVED TO DEPEND ENTIRALY ON THE JUTTING BASTIONS. THE WALLS
WERE DOUBLE, AND ABOUT TWENTY-FIVE FEET ARART. THUS BY ROOFING
OVER THS SPACE, AND DIVIDING IT WITH PARTITIONS, SUTTER HAD MADE
UP HS BARRACKS, BLACKSMTH SHOP, BAKERY, AND THE LIKE. LATER N
OLR INVESTIGATIONS WE EVEN RAN ACROSS A WOOLLEN FACTORY, A
DISTILLERY, A BILLIARD ROOM, AND A BOWLING ALLEY! AT THE SOUTHERN
END OF THS LONG SPACE STOOD A TWO-STORY HOUSE DIRECTLY
OFFOSITE THE TWO-STORY HOUSE AND AT THE OTHER BND OF THE
enclosure was an adobe corral.

THE ALACE WAS CROWDED WITH PEOPLE. A HUNDRED OR SO MNERS
RUSHED HERE AND THERE ON AFFARENTLY VERY IMFORTANT BUSINESS,
OR LOAFED CONTENTEDLY AGAINST THE POSTS OR THE SUNFWARMTH OF
ADOBE WALLS. IN THS LATTER OOCURATION THEY WERE AIDED AND
ABETTED BY A NUVBER OF THE NATVE CALIFORNANS. PERHAPS A
HUNDRED INDANS WERE LEADNG HORSES, CARRYING BURDENS OR
ENGAGED IN SOVE OTHER HEAVY TOL. THEY WERE THE FIRST WE HAD
SEEN, AND WE EXAMNED THEM WITH CONSIDERABLE CURIOSITY. A
GOOD MANY OF THEM WERE NEARLY NAKED; BUT SOME HAD ON
PORTIONS OF BATTERED CVILIZED AFRAREL. VERY FEW COULD MAKE P
A FUL SUT OF CLOTHES; BUT CONTENTED THEMSELVES WITH HTHRR A
QOAT, OR A SHRT, OR A FAR OF PANTALOONS, OR EVEN WITH ONLY A HAT,
AS THE CASE MGHT BE. THEY WERE VERY SWARTHY, SQUAT, VILLAINOUS-



LOOKING SAVAGES, WITH BIG HEADS, LOW FOREHEADS, COARSE HAR,
and beady little eyes.

WE STOPPED FOR SOME TIVE NEAR THE SENTRY BOX AT THE
ENTRANCE, ACCUSTOMING OURSELVES TO THE WHRL AND MOVEVENT.
THEN WE SET OUT TO AND MCCLALLAN. HE WAS ALMOST IMVEDIATELY
FONTED OUT TO US, A SHORT, SQUARE, BUSINESSLIKE MAN, WITH A
HARD GRAY FACE, DEALING COMPETENTLY WITH THE PRESSURE. A SCORE
OF MEN SURROUNDED HM, EACH EAGER FOR HS ATTENTION. WHLE WE
HOVERED, AWAITING OUR CHANCE, TWO MEN WALKED IN THROUGH THE
GATE THEY WERE ACCORDED THE COMALIVENT OF ALMOST A
complete silence on the part of those who caught sight of them.

THE FIRST WAS A CALIFORNAN ABOUT THRTY-FIVE OR FORTY YEARS OF
AGE, A MAN OF A LOFTY, STERN BEARNG, SWARTHY SKIN, GLOSSY SIDE
WHSKERS, AND BRGHT SUPERCLIOUS EYES. HE WORE A LIGHT BLUE
SHORT JACKET TRMVED WITH SCARLET AND WITH SILVER BUTTONS, A
STRIPED SILK SASH, BREECHES OF CRIVSON VELVET MET BELOW BY LONG
EVBRODERED DEERSKIN BOOTS. A BLACK KERCHEF WAS BOUND
CROSSWISE ON HS HEAD ENTIRELY CONCEALING THE HAIR; AND A FLAT-
CROWNED, WIDE, GRAY HAT HEAVLY ORNAMENTED WITH SLVER
COMPLETED THS GORGEOUS OOSTUVE. HE MOVED WITH THE ASSURED
AR OF THE ARSTOCRAT. THE SPLENDOUR OF HS AFRAREL, THE BEAUTY OF
HS FACE AND FIGURE, AND THE GRACE OF HS MOVEVENTS ATTRACTED
the first GLANCE FROM ALL EYES. THEN IMVEDIATELY HE WAS PASSED
over in favour of his companion.

THE LATTER WAS A SHORTER, HEAVIER MAN, OF MORE MATURE YEARS.
IN FACT HS SDE WHSKERS WERE BEGNNNG TO TURN GRAY. His
COSTUVE WAS FLAIN, BUT EXQUISITELY NEAT, AND A STRANGE BLEND OF
THE QVIL AND THE MLITARY. THE JACKET FOR EXAMPLE, HAD BEEN CUT
IN THE TRM MLITARY FASHON, BUT WAS WORN OPEN TO EXHBIT THE
SNOWY CASCADE OF THE LINEN BENEATH. BUT NOBODY RAID MUCH
ATTENTION TO THE MAN'S DRESS. THE DGNTY AND ASSURED CALM OF
HS FACE AND EYE AT ONCE IMPRESSED ONE WITH CONVICTION OF
unusual quality.



JOHNNY STARED FOR A MOMVENT, HS BROWS KNT. THEN WITH AN
exclamation, he sprang forward.

“Captain Sutter!” he cried.

SUTTER TURNED SLOMLY, TO LOOK JOHNNY SQUARELY IN THE FACE, HS
ATTITUDE ONE OF OOLD BUT COURTEOUS INQURY. JOHNNY WAS
APPROACHING, HAT IN HAND. | CONFESS HE ASTONISHED ME. WE HAD
KNOMN HM INTIMATELY FOR SOME MONTHS, AND ALWAYS AS THE
HARUVFSCARUM, IMPULSIVE, HAIL FELLOW, BUBBLING, IRRESPONSBLE.
Now A New JOHNNY STEFFED FORWARD, QUET, HGHBRED,
OOURTEOUS, SHF-OONTANED. BEFORE HE HAD SPOKEN A WORD,
Captain Sutter’s aloof expression had relaxed.

“l BEG YOUR PARDON FOR ADDRESSING YOU SO ABRUPTLY,” JOHNNY
WAS SAYING. “THE SURPRSE OF THE MOVENT MUST EXCUSE ME. TEN
YEARS AGO, SR, | HAD THE FLEASURE OF MEETING YOU AT THE TIVE YOU
visited my father in Virginia.”

“MY DEAR BOY!” CRED SUTTER “YOU ARE, OF COURSE THE  SON OF
CoLoneL FARFAX. BUT TEN YEARS AGO-YOU WERE A VERY YOWNG
man!”

“A small boy, rather,” laughed Johnny.

THEY CHATTED FOR A FEW NOMENTS, EXCHANGNG News, |
SUPPOSE, THOUGH THEY HAD DRAWN BEYOND OUR EAR-SHOT. IN A FEW
MOMENTS WE WERE SUMMONED, AND PRESENTED; FIRST TO CAPTAIN
SUTTER, THEN TO DON GASPAR MARTINEZ. THE LATTER TALKED ENGLISH
well. Yank and |, both somewhat silent and embarrassed before
ALL THS SPLENDOUR OF MANNER, TRAILED THE TRUMPHAL PROGRESS LIKE
TWO SMALL BOYS. WE WERE GLAD TO TRAL, HOMEVER. CAPTAN SUTTER
TOOK US ABOUT, SHOWING US IN TURN ALL THE MANY INDUSTREES OF THE
place.

“THE OLD PEACEFUL LIFE IS GONE,” SAID HE. “THE FORT HAS BECOVE
A TRADNG POST FOR MNERS. [T IS DIFFICLLT NOW TO GET LABOUR FOR MY
CROPS, AND | HAVE NEARLY ABANDONED CULTVATION. MY INDIANS |
have sent out to mine for me.”



HE SHOWED US A ROW OF LONG TROUGHS OUTSIDE THE WALLS TO
WHCH HS INDAN WORKMEN HAD OOME TWICE A DAY FOR THER
RATIONS OF WHEAT PORRDGE “THEY SCOOFED IT OUT WITH THER
HANDS,” HE TOLD US, “LKKE ANIMALS.” ALSO HE FONTED OUT THE
OOUNCL CRCLE BENEATH THE TREES WHERE HE USED TO MEET THE
INDIANS. HE HAD GREAT INFLUENCE WITH THE SURROUNDING TRBES; AND
had always managed to live peacefully with them.

“BUT THAT IS PASSING,” SADD HE. “THE AMERCAN MNERS, QUITE
NATURALLY, TREAT THEM AS MEN, AND THEY ARE REALLY CHLDREN. IT
MAKES MSUNDERSTANDING, AND BLOODSHED, AND REFRISALS. THE
ERA OF GOOD FEELING IS ABOUT OVER. THEY STILL TRUST NE, HOMVEVER,
and will work for me.”

DON GASMR HERE EXCUSED HMSELF ON THE GROUND OF
business, promising to rejoin us later.

“THAT TROUBLE WILL COVE UPON US NEXT,” SAID CAPTAN SUTTER,
NODDNG AFTER THE SPANARD'S RETREATING FORM. “IT IS ALREADY
BEGNNNG. THE CALIFORNANS HOLD VAST QUANTITIES OF LAND WITH
WHCH THEY DO ALMOST NOTHNG. A NUVEROUS AND ENERGETIC RACE
IS COMING; AND IT WILL REQURE ROOM. THERE IS CONFLICT THERE. AND
THER TITLES ARE MXED; VERY MXED. T WILL BEHOOVE A MAN TO HOLD
a very clear title when the time comes.”

“YOUR OAN TITLES ARE DOUBTLESS CLEAR AND STRONG,” SUGGESTED
Johnny.

“NONE BETTER MY GRANT HERE CAME DRECTLY FROM THE MEXICAN
GOVERNVENT TSELF.” THE CAPTAIN PAUSED TO CHUCKLE, “| SUSPECT
THAT THE REASON IT WAS GVEN ME SO FREELY WAS POLTICAL—THERE
EXISTED AT THAT TIVE A DESRE TO BREAK P THE PFOWER OF THE
MISSIONS; AND THE ESTABLISHVENT OF RVAL COLONES ON A LARGE
SCALE WOULD HELP TO DO THAT. THE GOVERNVENT EVIDENTLY THOUGHT
me competent to undertake the opening of this new country.”

“Your grant is a large one?” surmised Johnny.

“Sixty miles by about twelve,” said Captain Sutter.



WE HAD BY NOW FINSHED OLR INSFECTION, AND STOOD BY THE
southern gate.

“I AM SORRY,” SAID CAPTAN SUTTER, “THAT | AM NOT IN A FOSITION
TO OFFER YOU HOSPITALITY. MY OWN RESIDENCE IS AT A FARM ON THE
FEATHER RVER THS FORT, AS NO DOUBT YOU ARE AWARE, | HAVE SOLD
TO THE TRADERS. IN THE CHANGED CONDITIONS IT IS NO LONGER
necessary to me.”

“DO YOU NOT REGRET THE CHANGED CONDITIONS?” ASKED Johnny
AFTER A MOMENT. “| CAN IMAGINE THE INTEREST IN BULDING A NEW
COMMUNITY—ALL THESE INDUSTRES, THE TRAINNG OF THE INDANS TO
work, the growing of crops, the raising of cattle.”

“ONE MAY REGRET CHANGED CONDITIONS; BUT ONE CANNOT FREVENT
THER CHANGING,” SAID CAPTAIN SUTTER IN HS EVEN, FLACD MANNER.
“The old condition was a very pleasant dream; this is a reality.”

WE WALKED BACK THROUGH THE ENCLOSURE. OUR COVPANION WAS
GREETED ON ALL SIDES WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT AND AFFECTION. TO
ALL HE RESPONDED WITH BENIGN BUT UNAFFROACHABLE DIGNITY. FROM
THE VOCIFERATING GROUP HE CALLED THE TRADER, MCCLALLAN, TO WHOM
he introduced us, all three, with urbane formality.

“THESE YOUNG MEN,” HE TOLD MCCLELLAN, WHO LISTENED TO HM
INTENTLY, HS BROWS KNI, “ARE MORE THAN ACQUAINTANCES, THEY ARE
VERY ESPECAL OLD FRENDS OF MINE. | WISH TO BESPEAK YOUR GOOD
OFFICES FOR WHAT THEY MAY REQURE. THEY ARE ON THER WAY TO THE
MNES. AND NOW, GENTLEVEN, | REFEAT, | AM DELIGHTED TO HAVE
HAD THS OPFORTUNITY; | WISH YOU THE BEST OF LUCK; AND | SNCERELY
HOPE YOU MAY BE ABLE TO VISIT ME AT FEATHRR RVER, WHERE YOU
ARE ALWAYS SURE OF A HEARTY WHOOME TREAT THEM WEL,
McClellan.”

“You know, CAP N, FRENDS OF YOUR N ARE FRENDS OF MINE,” SAID
McClellan briefly.

AT THE BEND OF HALF AN HOUR WE FOUND OURSHELVES IN POSSESSION
of two pack-horses and saddles, and a load of provisions.



“LOOK OUT FOR HOSS THEVES,” ADVISED MCCLELLAN. “THESE ~ yere
GREASERS WILL FOLLOW YOU FOR DAYS WAMIN' FOR A CHANCE TO GIT YOUR
STOK. DON'T PCOKET WITH RAWHDE ROFE OR THE OOYOTES ARE LIKELY
TO KNAW YORE ANIMLES LOOSE. BETTER BUY A COURLE OF HA'R ROFES
FROM THE NEAREST MEX. TAKE CARE OF YORESELVES. GOOD-BYE.” HE
was immediately immersed in his flood of business.

WE WERE IN NO HJRRY TO RETURN, SO WE PUT IN AN HOLR OR SO
TALKING WITH THE IDLERS. FROM THEM WE HEARD MUCH FRAISE FOR
SUTTER HE HAD SENT OUT SUCH AND SUCH EXFEDITIONS TO RESCUE
SNOW-BOUND IMMIGRANTS IN' THE MOUNTAINS; HE HAD RECAVED
HOSPITABLY THE TRAVEL-WORN TRANSCONTINENTALS; HE HAD GIVEN FREELY
TO THE INDIGENT, AND SO ON WITHOUT END. | AM VERY GLAD THAT EVEN
AT SECOND HAND | HAD THE CHANCE TO KNOW THS GREAT-HEARTED OLD
SOLDER OF CHARLES X WHLE IN THE GLORY OF HS POSSESSIONS AND
THE ESTEEM OF MEN. ACRE BY ACRE HS LANDS WERE ALCHED FROM
HIV; AND HE DED IN VWASHNGTON VAINLY PETITIONNG C ONGRESS FOR
restitution.






CHAPTER XV
THE GOLD TRAIL

WE LOADED OUR PACK-HORSES, AND SET OFF NEXT MORNING EARLY ON
THE TRAL WP THE AMERCAN RVER AT LAST, T SEBVED TO US, WE
WERE REALLY UNDER WAY; AS THOUGH OUR LONG JOURNEYINGS AND
many experiences had been but a preparation for this start. Our
SPRTS WERE HGH, AND WE LAUGHED AND JOKED AND SANG
EXTRAVAGANTLY. EVEN YANK WOKE UP AND ACTED LIKE A FRISKY COLT.
SUCH EARLY WAYFARERS AS WE MET, WE HAILED WITH SHOUTS AND
CHAFFING, NOR WERE WE IN THE LEAST ABASHED BY AN OCCASIONAL
SURLY RESPONSE, OR THE NOT INFREQUENT ATTEVPTS TO DISOCOURAGE OLR
HOPES. FOR WHEN ONE MAN SAID THERE WAS NO GOLD; ANOTHER WAS

as confident that the diggings were not even scratched.

THE MORNNG WAS A VERY FINE ONE, A LITTLE CHLLY, WITH A THN
WHTE MST HANGING LOW ALONG THE GROUND. THS THE SUN SOON
DISSIATED. THE BRDS SANG EVERYWHERE. WE TRUDGED ALONG THE
dusty road merrily.

EVERY LITTLE WHLE WE STOPFED TO READJUST THE BURDENS TO OLR
ANNALS. A MOUNTAINEER HAD SHOWED US HOW TO LASH THEM ON,

BUT OLR SKILL AT THAT SORT OF THNG WAS miner’s, AND THE FACKS
WOULD NOT HOLD. WE HAD TO DO THEM ONE AT A TINE, USNG THE
PACKED ANMAL AS A PATTERN FROM WHICH TO COPY THE HTCH ON THE
other. In this painful manner we learned the Squaw Hitch, which,
FOR A LONG TIVE, WAS TO BE THE EXTENT OF OLR KNOWLEDGE
HOWEVER, WE GOT ON WELL ENOUGH, AND MOUNTED STEADLY BY THE
TURNS AND TWISTS OF AN AWFUL ROAD, FOLLOWING THE GENERAL QOURSE
of the river below us.

ON THE HLLS GREW HGH BRUSH, SOVE OF IT VERY BEAUTFUL. THE



BUCKTHORN, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS JUST COMNG OUT; AND THE DOGWOOD,
AND THE MOUNTAN LAUREL. AT FIRST THESE CLUVPS OF BUSH WERE FEW

AND SCATTERED; AND THE SURFACE OF THE HLLS, CARPETED WITH SHORT
GRASS, ROLLED GENTLY AWAY, OR BROKE IN STONE DKES AND OUTCROPS.
THEN LATER, AS WE MOUNTED, THEY DREW TOGETHER UNTL THEY
COVERED THE MOUNTAINSIDES COVFLETELY, SAVE WHERE OAKS AND
MADRONE KEPT CLEAR SOVE SPACE FOR THEVBELVES. AFTER A TIVE

WE BEGAN TO SEE A SCRUBBY LONG-NEEDLED PNE THRUSTING ITS

head here and there above the undergrowth. That was as far as
WE GOT THAT DAY. IN THE HOLLOW OF A RAVINE WE FOUND A TINY RLL OF
WATER, AND THERE WE CAMPED. JOHNNY OFFERED SOME SLIGHT
OBJECTIONS AT FIRST. [T WAS ONLY TWO O'CLOCK OF THE AFTERNOON, THE
TREES WERE SCRUBBY, THE SOL DUSTY, THE RLACE GENERALLY
uncomfortable. But Yank shook his head.

“IF WE KNEW HOW THEY ALAYED THS GAME, IT MGHT BE ALL RGHT TO
GO AHEAD. BUT WE DON'T,” SAD HE. “I'VE BEEN NOTIONG THS TRALL
PRETTY CLOSE; AND | AIN'T SEEN MUCH WATER EXCEPT IN THE RVER; AND
THAT'S AN AWFUL WAYS DOWN. MAYBE WELL FIND SOVE WATER OVER
THE NEXT HLL, AND MAYBE WE WON'T. BUT WE KNOW THERE'S WATER
HRE. THEN THERES THE QUESTION OF HOSS THEVES. MCCLAELLAN
STRKES ME AS A MAN TO BE BELIEVED. | DON'T KNOW HOW THEY ACT,

BUT YOU BET NO HOSS THEF GETS OFF WITH MY HOSS AND VE WATCHN .
BUT AT NGHT IT'S DIFFERENT, | DON'T KNOW HOW THEY DO THNGS. BUT |
do KNOW THAT IF WE TIE OUR HOSSES NEXT US, THEY WON' T BE STOLEN.
AND THAT'S WHAT | AIM TO DO. BUT IF WE DO THAT, WE GOT TO GVE
THEM A CHANCE TO EAT, HAN'T WE? SO WE LL LET THEM FEED THE REST
of the afternoon, and we’ll tie em up to-night.”

THS WAS MUCH TALK FOR YANK. IN FACT, THE ONLY TIVE THAT TACTTURN
INDVIDUAL EVER WOULD OFEN UP WAS IN EXFLANATION OF OR
ARGUVENT ABOUT SOVE EXPEDENT OF WILDERNESS LIFE OR TRAVEL. IT
sounded entirely logical. So we made camp.

YANK TURNED THE TWO HORSES OUT INTO A GRASS MEADOW, AND
SAT, HS BACK AGAINST AN OAK TREE, SMOKING HS PFE AND



WATCHNG THEM. JOHNNY AND | UNROLLED THE BEDS, SORTED OUT THE
SIVALE OOOKING UTENSLS, AND STARTED TO COOK. OCCASIONAL
TRAVELLERS ON THE ROAD JUST ABOVE US SHOUTED OUT FRENDLY
GREETINGS. THEY WERE A MSCELLANEOUS LOT. MOST WERE HEADED
TOWARD THE MOUNTAINS. THESE JOURNEYED IN VARIOUS WAYS. SOVE
WALKED AFOOT AND UNENCUVBERED, SOVE CARRIED APFARENTLY ALL
THER BELONGINGS ON THER BACKS, ONE OUTAIT COMPRSNG THREE
MEN HAD THREE SADDLE HORSES AND FOLR PACKS-A FRINCALY
CARAVAN. ONE OF THE cargadores’ PACK-TRANS WENT UP THE ROAD
ENVELOPED IN A THOK CLOUD OF DUST=TWENTY OR THRTY PACK-MULES
AND FOLR MEN ON HORSEBACK HERDNG THEM FORWARD. A WHTE
MARE, UNHARNESSED SAVE FOR A CLANGING BELL, LED THE WAY; AND ALL
THE MULES FOLLOAMED HER SLAVISHY, THE NOSE OF ONE TOUCHNG THE
TAL OF THE OTHER, AS IS THE MULE'S BESOTTED FASHON. THEY WERE
GAY LITTLE ANMALS, WITH SILVER BUTTONS ON THER HARNESS, AND
YELLOWSHEEPSKIN LINNGS TO THER SADDLES. THEY CARRED A GREAT
VARETY OF ALL SORTS OF THNGS; AND AT THE FREGHTING RATES QUOTED TO
US MUST HAVE MADE MONEY FOR THER OWNERS. THER DRVERS WERE

A PCTURESQLE QUARTETTE IN SOMBREROS, WDE SASHES, AND
FLOMNG GARVENTS. THEY SAT THER ANMALS WITH A GRACERUL
careless ease beadtiful to behold.

NEAR SUNDOWN TWO HORSEVEN TURNED OFF THE TRALL AND RODE
DOWN TO OWR LITTLE TROKLE OF WATER. WHEN THEY DREW NEAR WE
RECOGNIZED IN ONE OF THEM DON GASmR MARTINEZ. HE WORE STILL
HS GORGEOUS APFAREL OF THE DAY BEFORE, WITH ONLY THE ADDITION
OF A FAR OF HEAVY SILVER ORNAMENTED SPURS ON HS HERLS, AND A
BRACE OF AISTOLS IN HS SASH. HIS HORSE, A MAGNIFICENT CHESTNUT,
WAS HARNESSED IN EQUAL GORGEOUSNESS, WITH SILVERED BROAD BIT,
SILVER CHANS JANGLING THEREFROM, A FLAITED RAWHDE BRDLE AND
RENS, A CARVED LEATHER, HGHPOMVELLED SADDLE, ALSO SLVER
ORNAMENTED, AND A BRGHT COLOURED, WOVEN SADDLE BLANKET
BENEATH. THE ANIMAL STEFFED DAINTLY AND PROUDLY, LIFTING HS
LITTILE FEET AND FLANTNG THEM AMONG THE STONES AS THOUGH



FASTIDIOUSLY. THE MAN WHO RODE WITH DON GASPAR WAS EVIDENTLY

OF A LOMER QLASS. HE WAS, HOWEVER, A STRAIGHT HANDSOVE YOUNG
FELLOW ENOUGH, WITH A DARK CLEAR COMALEXION, A SMALL
MOUSTACHE, AND A HEASANT SMLE HIiS DRESS AND
ACOOUTREVENTS WERE ON THE SANE GENERAL ORDER AS THOSE OF

DON GASMR, BUT OF QUETER COLOLR AND MORE SERVICEABLE
MATERAL. HIS HORSE, HOWEVER, WAS OF THE SAVE HGH-BRED TYFE.

A third animal followed, unled, packed with two cowhide boxes.

THE SPANARD RODE UP TO US AND SALUTED COURTEOUSLY; THEN HS
eye lit with recognition.

“AH,” SAD HE, “THE GOOD FRENDS OF OUR CAPITAN SUTTER! THS IS
TO BE WELL MET. IF IT IS NOT TOO MUCH | WOULD BEG THE FAVOLR OF TO
camp.”

“‘By ALL MEANS, DON GASRR” SAD JOHNNY RSNG. “THE
pleasure is of course our own.”

AGAN SALUTING US, DON GASFAR AND HS COVPANION WITHDREW
A SHORT DISTANCE UP THE LITTLE MEADOW. THERE THE SPANIARD SAT
DOWN BENEATH A BUSH AND FROCEEDED TO SMOKE A CIGARETTO,
WHLE HS COVPANION UNSADDLED THE HORSES, TURNED THEM LOOSE
TO GRAZE, STACKED UP THER SADDLES, AND MADE SIMPLE CAVPING
arrangements.

“OLD PLUSH PANTS DOESN T INTEND TO DO ANY WORK IF HE CATCHES
sight of it first,” observed Johnny.

“Probably the other man is a servant?” | suggested.

“MORE LIKELY A SORT OF DEPENDENT,” AVENDED JOHN\NY. “THEY
run a kind of patriarchal establishment, 've been told.”

“DONT USE THEM BIG WORDS, JOHNNY,” COVALANED YANK,
coming up with the horses.

“I MEANT THEY MAKE THE FOOR RELATIONS AND KID BROTHERS DO THE
hustling,” said Johnny.

“Now | UNDERSTAND YOU,” SAD YANK. “l WISH | 0OULD SEE WHAT
they DO WITH THER HOSSES NGHTS. | BET THEY KNOW HOW. AND FF |



WAS A HOSS THEF, I'D SURELY TAKE A LONG CHANCE FOR THAT CHESTNUT
gelding.”

“You might wander over later and find out,” I suggested.

“And get my system full of lead—sure,” said Yank.

The two camps did not exchange visits. We caught the flicker
OF THER LITTLE FIRE, BUT WE WERE REALLY TOO TRED TO BE CURIOUS, AND
we turned in early, our two animals tied fast to small trees at our
feet.

THE NEXT DAY LIFTED US INTO THE MOUNTAINS. BIG GREEN FEAKS
ACROSS WHCH HUNG A BLUSH HAZE SHOWED THEVSELVES BETWEEN
THE HLLS. THE LATTER WERE MORE PRECIITOUS; AND THE BRUSH HAD
NOW GVEN WAY TO PINES OF BETTER SEZE AND QUALITY THAN THOSE
SEEN LOWER DOWN. THE RVER FOAMED OVER RAPDS OR RAN DARKLING
IN POOLS AND STRETCHES. ALONG THE ROADSIDE, RARELY, WE CANVE
UPON ROUGH-LOOKING LOG CABINS, OR SHACKS OF CANVAS, OR TENTS.
THE OWNERS WERE NOT AT HOVE. WE THOUGHT THEM MNERS; BUT IN
THE LIGHT OF SUBSEQUENT KNOWLEDGE | BELIEVE THAT UNLIKELY—THE
diggings were farther in.

WE CAME UPON THE DIGGINGS QUITE SUDDENLY. THE TRAL RAN
AROUND THE CORNER OF A HLL; AND THERE THEY WERE BELOW US! IN THE
WIDE, DRY STREAM BOTTOM PERHAPS FIFTY MEN WERE WORKING BUSLLY,
LIKE A LOT OF ANTS. SOME WERE PICKING AWAY AT THE SURFACE OF THE
GROUND, OTHERS HAD DUG THEVSELVES DOWN WAIST DEEP, AND
STOOFED AND ROSE LIKE LEGLESS BODIES. OTHERS HAD DISAFPEARED
BELOW GROUND, AND SHOWED OCCASIONALLY ONLY AS SHOVEL BLADES.
FROM SO FAR ABOVE THE SCENE WAS VERY LIVELY AND ANIVATED, FOR
EACH WAS WORKING LIKE A BEAVER, AND THE RED SHRTS MADE GAY
LITTLE SPOTS OF COLOUR. ON THE HLLSIDE CLUNG A FEW WHITE TENTS AND
LOG CABINS; BUT THE MAIN TOWN ITSELF, WE LATER DISCOVERED, AS WELL
as the larger diggings, lay around the bend and upstream.

WE LOOKED ALL ABOUT US FOR SOME PATH LEADNG DOWN TO THE
RVER, BUT OOULD FIND NONE, SO PERFORCE WE HAD TO CONTINUE ON
ALONG THE TRAIL. THUS WE ENTERED THECAMP  OF HANGVAN'S GULCH;



FOR IF IT HAD BEEN OTHERWISE | AM SURE WE WOULD HAVE LOCATED
promptly where we had seen those red-shirted men.

THE CAMP CONSISTED MERELY OF A CLOSER-KNIT GROUP OF TENTS,
LOG SHACKS, AND A FEW LARGER BULDINGS OONSTRUCTED OF A QUEER
COMBINATION OF HEAVY HEAN TIVBERS AND CANVAS. WE SAaw
NOBODY AT ALL, THOUGH IN SOVE OF THE LARGER BULDINGS WE HEARD
SIGNS OF LFE. HOMEVER, WE DD NOT WA TO INVESTIGATE THE
WONDERS OF HANGMAN'S GULCH, BUT DROVE OUR ANIVALS ALONG THE
ONE STREET, LOOKING FOR THE TRAIL THAT SHOULD LEAD US BACK TO THE
DIGGNGS. WE MSSED IT, SOMEHOW, BUT STRUCK INTO A BEATEN
PATH THAT TOOK US UPSTREAM. THS WE FOLLOWED A FEW HUNDRED
YARDS. T PROCEEDED ALONG A ROUGH, BOULDER-STREAN RVER-BED,
AROUND A PONT OF ROUGH, JAGGED ROCKS, AND OUT TO A VERY \WIDE
GRAVELLY FLAT THROUGH WHICH THE RVER HAD MADE ITSELF A NARROW
CHANNEL. THE FLAT SWARVED WITH MEN, ALL OF THEM BUSY, AND VERY
silent.

LEADING OUR PACK-HORSES WE APFROACHED THE NEAREST PAIR OF
THESE MEN, AND STOOD WATCHNG THEM CUROUSLY. ONE HELD A
OOARSE SCREEN OF WILLOW WHICH HE SHOOK CONTINUOUSLY ABOVE A
COMMON COOKING-FOT, WHLE THE OTHER SLOMY SHOVELLED EARTH
OVER THS SEVE. WHEN THE TWO POTS, WHCH WITH THE SHOVEL
SEBVED TO BE ALL THE TOOLS THESE MEN POSSESSED, HAD BEEN
HALF FALLED THUS WITH THE FINE EARTH, THE MEN CARRIED THEM TO THE
RVER WE FOLLOWED. THE MNERS CAREFULLY SUBVERGED THE FOTS,
AND COMVENCED TO STR THER CONTENTS WITH THER DOUBLED FISTS.
THE LIGHT EARTH MUDDED THE WATER, FLOATED UPWARD, AND THEN
FLOWED SLOAMY OVER THE RM OF THE POTS AND DOWN THE CURRENT.
After a FEW MNUTES OF THS, THEY LIFTED THE FOTS CAREFULLY, DRAINED
off the water, and started back.

“May we look?” ventured Johnny.

THE TALLER MAN GLANCED AT US, AND OUR PACK-HORSES, AND
NODDED. THS WAS THE FIRST TIVE HE HAD TROUBLED TO TAKE A GOOD
LOOK AT US. THE BOTTOM OF THE FOT WAS COVERED WITH FINE BLACK



SAND IN WHCH WE CAUGHT THE GLEAM AND SPARKLE OF SOVETHING
yellow.

“Is that gold?” | asked, awed.

“THAT'S GOLD,” THE MAN REPEATED, HS RATHER SATURNINE FEATURES
LIGHTING UP WITH A GRN. THEN SEEING OUR INTEREST, HE UNBENT A
TRFLE. “WE DRY THE SAND, AND THEN BLOW IT AWAY,” HE EXPLAINED;
AND STRODE BACK TO WHERE HS COMPANION WAS IVPATIENTLY
waiting.

WE STUMBLED ON OVER THE ROCKS AND DEBRS. THERE WERE
PROBABLY SOVETHING NEAR A HUNDRED VEN AT WORK IN THE GULCH.
WE SOON OBSERVED THAT THE FOT METHOD WAS CONSIDERED A VERY
CRUDE AND SIMALE WAY OF GETTING OUT THE GOLD. MOST OF THE MEN
CARRED IRON PANS FULL OF THE EARTH TO THE WATERSIDE, WHERE, AFTER
SUBVERGING UNTIL THE LIGHTER EARTH HAD FLOATED OFF, THEY SLOFFED
THE REVAINDER OVER THE SIDE WITH A PECULIAR TWISTING, WHRLING
MOTION, LEAVING AT LAST ONLY THE BLACK SAND-AND THE GOLD! THESE
PAN MNERS WERE IN THE GREAT MAJORITY. BUT ONE GROWP OF FOLR
MEN WAS DONG BUSNESS ON A LARGER SCALE THEY HAD
CONSTRUCTED WHAT LOOKED LIKE A VERY SHALLOW BABY-CRADLE ON
ROCKERS INTO WHCH THEY POURED THER EARTH AND WATER BY
ROCKING THE CRADLE VIOLENTLY BUT STEADLY, THEY SPLLED THE MUD
OVER THE SIDES. CLEATS HAD BEEN NAILED IN THE BOTTOM TO CATCH
the black sand.

WE WANDERED ABOUT HERE AND THERE, LOOKING WITH ALL OR
EYES. THE MNERS WERE VERY BUSY AND SILENT, BUT QUITE FRENDLY,
AND ALLOWED US TO EXAMNE AS MUCH AS WE PLEASED THE RESULTS
OF THER OPERATIONS. IN THE POTS AND CRADLES THE YELLOW FLAKE GOLD
GLITTERED ALAINLY, CONTRASTING WITH THE BLACK SAND. IN THE RANS,
HOWEVER, THE RESIDUE SPREAD OUT FAN-SHAPED ALONG THE ANGLE
BETWEEN THE BOTTOM AND THE SIDE, AND AT THE APEX THE GOLD LAY
HEAVY AND BEAUTFUL ALL BY MSEF. THE MEN WERE GENERALLY
BEARDED, TANNED WITH WORKING IN THS BLNDNG SWN, AND
FLASTERED LIBERALLY WITH THE RED EARTH. WE SAW SOMVE QUEER



SIGHTS, HOMVEVER, AS WHEN WE CAVE ACROSS A JOLLY PAIR DRESSED

IN WHAT WERE THE REVAINS OF ULTRA-FASHONABLE GARVENTS UP TO
AND INCLUDNG PLUG HATS! AT ONE SIDE WORKING SONVE DISTANCE

FROM THE STREAM WERE SMALL GROUPS OF NATIVE CALIFORNANS OR
MEXICANS. THEY DD NOT TROUBLE TO CARRY THE EARTH ALL THE WAY TO
THE RVER, BUT, AFTER SCREENING IT ROUGHLY, TOSSED IT INTO THE AR
ABOVE A CANVAS, THUS WINNOWING OUT THE HEAVIER RAY DRT. |
thought this must be very disagreeable.

AS WE WANDERED ABOUT HERE AND THERE AMONG ALL THESE MEN
SO BUSLY ENGAGED, AND WITH OUR OWN EYES SAW FAN AFTER PAN
SHOW GOLD, ACTUAL METALLIC GUARANTEED GOLD, SUCH AS RNGS AND
WATCHES AND MONEY ARE MADE OF, A GROWING EXCITEVENT
POSSESSED US, THE EXCITEVENT OF A SMALL BOY WITH A NENV AND
UNTRED GUN. WE WANTED TO GET AT IT OURSALVES. ONLY WE DID NOT
know how.

Finally Yank approached one of the busy miners.

“STRANGER,” SAID HE, “WE RE NBW TO THS. MAYBE YOU CAN TELL US
where we can dig a little of this gold ourselves.”

THE MAN STRAIGHTENED HIS BACK, TO EXHBIT A ROVING HUMOROUS
blue eye, with which he examined Yank from top to toe.

“IF,” SAID HE, “IT WASN'T FOR THAT BGHTEEN-FOOT CANNON YOU CARRY
OVER YOUR LEFT ARV, AND A OOLD GRAY FAIR OF EYES YOU CARRY IN YOLR
head, I'd direct you up the sidehill yonder, and watch you sweat.
AS IT IS, YOU CAN WORK ANYWHERE ANYBODY ELSE ISN'T WORKING.
Startin!”

“CAN WE DIG RGHT NEXT TO YOU, THEN?” ASKED YANK, NODDING AT
an unbroken piece of ground just upstream.

THE MNER CLAVBERED CAREFULLY OUT OF HS WAIST-DEEP TRENCH,
SEARCHED HS POCKETS, FRODUCED A PFE AND TOBACOO. AFTER
lighting this he made Yank a low bow.

“THANKS FOR THE COMPLIVENT; BUT | WARN YOU, THS CLAIM OF MNE
is not very rich. 'm thinking of trying somewhere else.”



“Don’t you get any gold?”

“Oh, a few ounces a day.”

“THAT SUTS ME FOR A BEGNNING,” SAID YANK DECIDEDLY. “COMVE
on, boys!”

THE MNER HOPFED BACK INTO HS HOLE, ONLY TO STICK HS HEAD
out again for the purpose of telling us:

“Mind you keep fifteen feet away!”

WITH EAGER HANDS WE SLFFED A POK AND SHOVELS FROM
BENEATH THE PACK ROFES, UNDID OUR IRON BUCKET, AND WITHOUT
further delay commenced feverishly to dig.

JOH\NY HELD THE RALL, WHLE YANK AND | VIED WITH EACH OTHRR N
BENG THE FIRST TO GET OUR SHOVELFULS INTO THAT RECEPIACLE. AS A
COONSEQUENCE WE NEARLY SWANFED THE FALL FIRST OFF, AND HAD TO
POUR SOVE OF THE EARTH OUT AGAN.  THEN WE ALL THREE RAN DOWN TO
THE RVER AND TOOK TURNS STIRRNG THAT MUD PEE BENEATH THE GENTLY
FLOWING WATERS IN THE MANNER OF THE “POT FANNERS” WE HAD FIRST
WATOHED. AFTER A GOOD DEAL OF TROUBLE WE FOUND OURSHLVES
possessed of a thick layer of rocks and coarse pebbles.

“We forgot to screen it,” | pointed out.

“We haven't any screen,” said Johnny.

“Let's pick 'em out by hand?” suggested Yank.

WE DD sO. THE PROCESS BWPTED THE RAL. EACH OF Us
INSISTED ON EXAMNNG CLOSHLY; BUT NONE OF US SUOCEEDED IN
creating out of our desires any of that alluring black sand.

“| SUPPOSE WE CANT EXPECT TO GET OOLOUR EVERY TIVE?”
observed Johnny disappointedly. “Let’s try her again.”

WE TRED HER AGAIN; AND YET AGAIN; AND THEN SOVE MORE, BUT
ALWAYS WITH THE SAME RESULT. OUR HANDS BECAME PUFFED AND
WRINKLED WITH CONSTANT IMVERSION IN THE WATER, AND BEGAN TO
feel sore from the continual stirring of the rubble.

“SOVETHNG WRONG,” GRUNTED JOHNNY INTO THE ABYSIVAL SILENCE
in which we had been carrying on our work.



“We can't expect it every time,” I reminded him.

“All the others seem to.”

“WELL, MAYBE WE VE STRUCK A BLANK PLACE, LET'S TRY SOVEAVHERE
else,” suggested Yank.

JOHN\Y WENT OVER TO SPEAK TO OUR NEGHBOLR, WHO WAS
ENGAGED IN TOSSING OUT SHOVELFULS OF EARTH FROM AN EXCAVATION
INTO WHCH HE HAD NEARLY DISAFFEARED. AT JOH\NY'S HAL, HE
STRAIGHTENED HS BACK, SO THAT HS HEAD BOBBED OUT OF THE HOLE
like a prairie dog.

“NO, IT DOESN T MATTER WHERE YOU DIG,” HE ANSWERED JOHNNY'S
question. “The pay dirt is everywhere.”

SO WE MOVED ON A FEW HUNDRED FEET, PICKED ANOTHER
UNOCOUPED RATCH, AND RESUIMED OLR EFFORTS. NO GREATER
success rewarded us here.

“I believe maybe we ought to go deeper,” surmised Yank.

“SOVE OF THESE FELLOWS ARE TAKING THER DIRT RGHT OFF TOP OF THE
ground,” objected Johnny.

HOWEVER, WE UNLIVBERED THE PICKAXE AND WENT DEEFER, TO
THE EXTENT OF TWO FEET OR MORE. [T WAS GOOD HARD WORK,
ESPECIALLY AS WE WERE ALL SOFT FOR IT. THE SUN POURED DOWN ON
OLR BACKS WITH BURNING INTENSITY; OUR HANDS BLISTERED, AND THE
ROUND ROCKS AND HALF-CEVENTED RUBBLE THAT MADE THE BAR WERE
NOT THE EASIEST THNGS IN THE WORLD TO REMOVE. HOWEVER, WE KEPT
AT IT. YANK AND |, HAVING IN TIVES PAST BEEN MORE OR LESS
ACCUSTOMED TO THS SORT OF THNG, GOT OFF MUCH EASIER THAN DD
FOOR JOHNNY. ABOUT TWO FEET DOWN WE CANE TO A MXED COARSE
SAND AND STONES, A LITTLE FINER THAN THE TOP DRRT. THS SERVED TO
US PROMISNG, SO WE RESUVED OUR WASHNG OFERATIONS. THEY
BORE THE SANME RESULTS AS HAD THE FIRST, WHCH WAS JUST THE WHOLE
of nothing.

“WEVE GOT TO HT IT SOVBMERE,” SAD JOHNNY BETWEEN HS
teeth. “Let’s try another place.”



WE SCRAMBLED RATHER WEARLY, BUT WITH A DOGGED
DETERMNATION, OUT OF OUR SHALLOW HOLE. OUR BLUEEYED, LONG-
BEARDED FREND WAS SITTING ON A CONVENENT BOULDER NEAR AT
hand, his pipe between his teeth, watching our operations.

“GOT ANY TOBACOO, BOYS?” HE INQUIRED GENIALLY. “SMOKED MY
last until to-night, unless you'll lend.”

'YANK PRODUCED A PLUG, FROM WHCH THE STRANGER SHAVED SOVE
parings.

“STRUX THE DRT?” HE INQURED. “NO, | SEE YOU HAVENT.” HE
STRETCHED HIVSELF AND AROSE. “YOU AREN'T WASHNG THS STUFF!” HE
CRED IN ANMAZEVENT, AS HS EYE TOOK IN FULLY WHAT WE WERE
about.

THEN WE LEARNED WHAT WE MGHT HAVE KNOWN BEFORE—BUT HOW
SHOULD WE?—THAT THE GOLD WAS NOT TO BE FOUND IN ANY AND EVERY
SORT OF LOOSE EARTH THAT MGHT HARPEN TO BE LYING ABOUT, BUT ONLY
IN BTHER A SORT OF BLUE CLAY OR A PULVERZED GRANITE. SOVETIVES
THS “PAY DIRT” WOULD BE FOUND ATOP THE GROUND. AGAN, THE MNER
had to dig for it.

“ALL THE SURFACE DIGGINGS ARE TAKEN UP,” OUR FREND TOLD US. “SO
NOW YOU HAVE TO DIG DEEP. IT'S ABOUT FOUR FEET DOWN WHERE 'M
WORKING. IT'LL PROBABLY BE DEEFER UP HERE. YOU'D BETTER MOVE
back where you were.”

Yank, stretched himself upright.

“LOOK HERE,” HE SAID DECIDEDLY; “LET'S GET A LITTLE SENSE INTO
OURSELVES. HERES OUR FORE OLD HOSSES STANDNG WITH THER
PACKS ON, AND WE NO FLACE TO STAY, AND NO DNNER, AND WE RE
SCRATCHN AWAY AT THS BAR LIKE A LOT OF FOOL HENS. THERE'S OTHRR
days comin’.”

JOHNNY AND | AGREED WITH THE COMMON SENSE OF THE THING, BUT
RELUCTANTLY. NOW THAT WE KNEW HOW, OUR ENTHUSIASM SURGED LP
AGAN. WE WANTED TO GET AT IT. THE STRANGER'S EYES TWINKLED
sympathetically.



“HERE, BOYS,” SAD HE, “l KNOW JUST HOW You FERL. COME WITH
me.”

He snatched up our bucket and strode back to his own claim,
WHERE HE FALLED THE RECEPTACLE WITH SONVE OF THE EARTH HE HAD
thrown out.

“Go pan that,” he advised us kindly.

WE RACED TO THE WATER, AND ONCE MORE STIRRED ABOUT THE
HEAVY CONTENTS OF THE RALL UNTL THEY HAD FLOATED OFF WITH THE
WATER. IN THE BOTTOM LAY A FINE BLACK RESIDUE; AND IN THAT RESIDUE
GLITTERED THE TINY YELLOW RARTICLES. WE HAD ACTUALLY PANNED OLR
first gold!

Our friend examined it critically.

“That's about a twelve-cent pan,” he adjudged it.

SOVEHOW, IN A VAGLE WAY, WE HAD UNREASONABLY EXFECTED
MLLIONS AT A TWIST OF THE WRIST; AND THE WORDS, “TWELVE CENTS,”
HAD A RANKLY PENUROUS SOUND TO US. HOWEVER, THE MNER
PATIENTLY EXPLAINED THAT A TWELVE-CENT PAN WAS A VERY GOOD ONE,
and indubitably it was real gold.

YANK, BENG OLDER AND LESS EXCITABLE, HAD NOT ACCOVPANED
us to the waterside.

“WHEL, BOYS,” HE DRAWLED, “THAT TWEWVE CENTS IS HGHY
SATISFACTORY, OF OOURSE, BUT IN THE MEANTIVE WE VE LOST ABOUT SIX
hundred dollars’ worth of hoss and grub.”



SURALY ENOUGH, OUR ANIMALS HAD TIRED OF WAITING FOR US, AND HAD
MOVED OUT RACKS AND ALL. WE HASTLY SHOUDERED OWR
implements.

“DONT YOU WANT TO KEEP THS CLAIM NEXT ME?” INQURED OLR
acquaintance.

We stopped.

“Surely!” I replied. “But how do we do it?”

“Just leave your pick and shovel in the hole.”

“Won't some one steal them?”

“No.”

“What's to prevent?” | asked a little skeptically.

“Miners’ law,” he replied.

WE ALMOST IMVEDIATELY GOT TRACE OF OUR STRAYED ANIVALS, AS
A NUVBER OF MEN HAD SEEN THEM GOING UPSTREAM. IN FACT WE
HAD NO DIFFICLLTY WHATEVER IN FINDNG THEM FOR THEY HAD SIVALY
FOLLOWED UP THE ROUGH STREAM-BED BETWEEN THE CANON WALLS UNTIL
IT HAD OPENED UP TO A GENTLER SLOPE AND A HANGING GARDEN OF
GRASS AND ALOWERS. HERE THEY HAD TURNED ASIDE AND WERE
FEEDNG. WE CAUGHT THEM, AND WERE JUST HEADING THEM BACK,
when Yank stopped short.

“WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH THS HERE?” HE INQURED. “HERE'S FED,
and water near, and it ain’t so very far back to the diggings.”
WE LOOKED ABOUT US, FOR THE FIRST TIVE WITH SEEING EYES. THE
LITTLE UP-SLOPNG NMEADOW WAS BLUE AND DULL RED WITH FLOWERS;

BELOW US THE STREAM BRAWLED FOAM FLECKED AMONG BLACK ROCKS;
THE HGH HLLS ROSE UP TO MEET THE SKY, AND AT OUR BACKS ACROSS
THE WAY THE PNES STOOD THCK SERRED. FAR WP N THE BLUE
HEAVENS SOME BRDS WERE CRCLNG SLOWLY. SOMVEHOW THE
LESURALY SWING OF THESE UNHASTING BRDS STRUCK FROM US THE
FEVERSH HURRY THAT HAD LATELY FLLED OUR SOULS. WE DREW DEEP
BREATHS; AND FOR THE FIRST TIVE THE GREAT PEACE AND MAJESTY OF



these California mountains cooled our spirits.

“I THNK IT'S A BULLY ALACE, YANK,” SAID JOHNNY SOBERLY, “AND THAT
little bench up above us looks flat.”

WE OAMBERED ACROSS THE SLANT OF THE FLOWER-SFANGLED
MEADOW TO THE BENCH, JUST WITHN THE FRNGE OF THE PNES. IT
PROVED TO BE FLAT, AND FROM THE EDGE OF T DOWN THE HLL SEEFED A
LITTLE SFRNG MARKED BY THE FEATHERY BRACKEN.  WE ENTERED A COOL
GREEN PLACE, PEOFLED WITH SHADOWS AND THE RARE, CONSIDERED
NOTES OF SOFT-VOICED BIRDS. JUST OVER OUR THRESHOLD, AS IT WERE,
WAS THE SUNLIT, CHRPY, BUZZING, BRGHT-COLOURED, BUSY WORLD.
OVER-EAD A WIND OF MANY VOICES HUMVED THROUGH THE PINE
TOPS. THE GOLDEN SUNLIGHT FLOODED THE MOULNTAINS OFFOSITE,
FLASHED FROM THE STREAM, LAY LANGUOROUS ON THE MEADOW. LONG
BARS OF IT SLANTED THROUGH AN UNGUESSED GAP IN THE HLLS BEHND
US TO TOUCH WITH MAGIC THE VERY TOPS OF THE TREES OVER OLR
heads. The sheen of the precious metal was over the land.






CHAPTER XVI
THE FIRST GOLD

WE AROSE BEFORE DAYLIGHT, PICKETED OUR HORSES, LEFT OUR DISHES
UNWASHED, AND HURRED DOWN TO THE DIGGNGS JUST AT SUN-LP
CARRYING OUR GOLD PANS OR “WASHBOWLS,” AND OUR EXTRA TOOLS. THE
BARWAS AS YET DESERTED. WE SET TO WORK WITH A WILL, TAKING TURNS
WITH THE PIOKAXE AND THE TWO SHOVELS. | MUST CONFESS THAT OLR
SPEED SLOWED DOWN CONSIDERABLY AFTER THE FIRST WILD BURST, BUT
WE KEPT AT IT STEADLY. IT WAS HARD WORK, AND THERE IS NO DENYING
IT, JUST THE SORT OF FLAIN HARD WORK THE DAY LABOURER DOES WHEN
HE DIGS SEAVER TRENCHES IN THE CITY STREETS. ONLY WORSE, PERHARS,
OWING TO THE NATURE OF THE SOLL. IT HAS STRUCK ME SINCE THAT THOSE
FEW YEARS OF HARD LABOUR IN THE DIGGINGS, FROM '49 T0 ’53 OR 54,
SAW MORE ACTUAL MANUAL TOL ACCOMPLISHED THAN WAS EVER
BEFORE PERFORVED IN THE SAME TIVE BY THE SAME NUVBER OF
MEN. THE DISOOURAGEVENT OF THOSE RETURNNG WE NOW
UNDERSTOOD. THEY HAD EXPECTED TO TAKE THE GOLD WITHOUT TOL;
AND WERE DISVAYED AT THE LABOUR IT HAD REQURED. AT ANY RATE,
WE THOUGHT WE WERE DOING OUR SHARE THAT MORNING, ESFECALLY
AFTER THE SUN CANME WP. WE WIHLDED OUR IMPLEVENTS MANFULLY,
PILED OUR DEBR'S TO ONE SIDE, AND GRADUALLY ACHEVED A SORT OF
crumbling uncertain excavation reluctant to stay emptied.

ABOUT AN HOR AFTER OLR ARRVAL THE OTHER MINERS BEGAN TO
AFFEAR, SMOKING THER PIPES. THEY STRETCHED THEVSHELVES LAZLY,
SPAT UPON THER HANDS, AND SET TO. OUR FREND OF THE DAY BEFORE
nodded at us cheerfully, and hopped down into his hole.

WE REVOVED WHAT SEBVED TO US TONS OF ROCK. ABOUT NOON,
JUST AS WE WERE THINKING RATHER DISPRITEDLY OF KNOCKING OFF WORK
FOR A LUNCH-WHCH IN OUR EARYY MORNNG EAGERNESS WE HAD



FORGOTTEN TO BRNG—JOHNNY TURNED LP A SHOVELFUL WHOSE LOWER
THRD CONSISTED OF THE PULVERZED BLUSH CLAY. WE PROVPTLY FORGOT
both lunch and our own weariness.

“HEY!” SHOUTED OLR FREND, SCRAMBLING FROM HS OAN CLAIM
“EASY WITH THE ROCkS! WHAT ARE YOU CONDUCTNG HERE? A
VOLCANO?” HE PEERED DOWN AT US. “PAY DRT, HEY? WEHLL, TAKE IT
easy; it won't run away!”

TAKE IT EASY! AS WHLL ASK US TO QUIT ENTRELY! WE TORE AT THE
RUBBLE, WHCH AGGRAVATINGLY AND OBSTINATELY CASCADED DOWN
UPON US FROM THE SIDES; WE SCRAPED EAGERLY FOR MORE OF THAT
BLUE CLAY; AT LAST WE HAD FILLED OUR THREE PANS WITH A RATHER
MXED LOT OF THE DIRT, AND RACED TO THE RVER. JOHNNY FELL OVER A
BOULDER AND SCATTERED HS PANFUL FAR AND WIDE. HIS MANNER OF
SCUTTLING BACK TO THE HOLE AFTER MORE REVINDED VE IRRESISTBLY OF
THE WAY A OONTESTANT IN A CANDLE RACE HURRES BACK TO THE
starting point to get his candle relighted.

WE PNNED THAT DRT CLUMBLY AND HASTLY ENOUGH, AND
UNDOUBTEDLY LOST MUCH VALUABLE SAND OVERSIDE, BUT WE ENDED
EACH WITH A STRNG OF COLOLR. VWE CROWDED TOGETHER COMPARNG
OWR “PANS.” THEN WE WENT CORAZY. | SUPPOSE WE HAD ABOUT A
QUARTER OF A DOLLAR'S WORTH OF GOLD BETWEEN US, BUT THAT WAS NOT
THE FONT. THE LONG JOURNEY WITH ALL TS HARDSHPS AND
ADVENTURES, THE TOL, THE UNCERTANTY, THE HOFES, THE
DISAPPOINTVENTS AND REACTIONS HAD AT LAST THER VISIBLE TANGBLE
OONCLUSION. THE TINY FLECKS OF GOLD WERE A SYMBOL. WE YARPED
ALOWD, WE KICKED UP OLR HEELS, WE SHOOK HANDS, WE FINALLY
joined hands and danced around and around.

FROM ALL SIDES THE MNERS CANE RUNNING UP, DROFPNG THER
TOOLS WITH A QLATTER. WE WERE ASSAILED BY A CHORUS OF EAGER
cries.

“WHAT IS I, BOYS?” “A STRKE?” “VWHEREABOUTS IS YOUR CLAIM?”
“Is it ‘flour’ or ‘flake’?” “Let's see!”

THEY CROWDED AROUND IN A DENSE MOB, AND THOSE NEAREST



JOSTLED TO GET A GLIMPSE OF OUR PANS. SUDDENLY SOBERED BY THS
INTEREST IN OUR DONGS, WE WOULD HAVE EDGED AWAY OOULD WE
have got hold of our implements.

“WALL, P'LL BE DURNED!” SNORTED A TALL STATE OF MAINE MAN IN
disgust. “This ain't no strike! This is an insane asylum.”

THE NBAS SLOMY PENETRATED THE CROWD. A ROAR OF LAUGHTER
WENT UP. MOST OF THE MEN WERE HUGELY AMUSED; BUT SOVE FEW
WERE SO DISGUSTED AT HAVING BEEN FOOLED THAT THEY WERE ALMOST
INCLINED TO TAKE IT AS A PERSONAL AFFRONT THAT WE HAD NOT MADE
the expected “strike.”

“YOUD THNK THEY WAS A BUNCH OF OONFOUNDED KESKYDEES,”
growled one of them.

THE MNERS SLOALY DISPERSED, RETURNING TO THER OWN DIGGINGS.
SOVBEAHAT RED-FACED, AND VERY SILENT, WE GATHERED UP OUR FANS
AND SLUNK BACK TO THE LAM. OUR NBGHBOR ~ STUCK HIS HEAD OUT
OF HS HOLE. HE ALONE HAD NOT JONED THE STAMPEDE N OLR
direction.

“How do you like being popular heroes?” he grinned.

JOHNNY MADE AS THOUGH TO SHY A ROCK AT HIM, WHERELFON HE
ducked below ground.

HOWEVER, OUR SPRITS SOON RECOVERED. WE DUVPED THE BLACK
SAND INTO A LITTLE SACK WE HAD BROUGHT FOR THE PURFOSE. [T MADE
QUITE AN APPRECIABLE BULGE IN THAT SACK. WE DD NOT STOP TO
REALIZE THAT MOST OF THE BULGE WAS SACK AND SAND, AND MGHTY
LITTLE OF IT GOLD. [T WAS SOVETHNG TANGBLE AND VALUABLE, AND WE
were filled with a tremendous desire to add to its bulk.

WE WORKED WITH ENTIRE ABSORPTION, QUITE OBLIVIOUS TO ALL THAT
was going on about us. It was only by accident that Yank looked
UP AT LAST, SO | DO NOT KNOW HOW LONG DON GASMR HAD BEEN
there.

“Will you look at that!” cried Yank.

DON GASMR, STILL IN HS BVBRODERED BOOTS, HS CRMSON



VELVET BREECHES, HS WHITE LINEN, AND HS SOMBRERO, BUT WITHOUT
THE BLUE AND SILVER JACKET, WAS BUSLY WELDNG A PICKAXE A
HUNDRED FEET OR SO AWAY. HIS COMPANION, OR SERVANT, WAS DONG
the heavier shovel work.

“WHY, OH, WHY!” BREATHED JOHNNY AT LAST, “DO YOU SUPFOSE, IF
HE MUST mine, HE DOESN'T BUY HIVSELF A SUT OF DUNGAREES OR A
flannel shirt?”

“FLL BET IT'S THE FIRST HARD WORK HE EVER DD IN HS LIFE,” SURVISED
Yank.

“And T'll bet he won't do that very long,” | guessed.

Butr DON GASRAR SERVED TO HAVE MORE STICKING FOWER THAN
WE GAVE HM CREDT FOR WE DD NOT PAY HM MUCH FURTHER
ATTENTION, FOR WE WERE BUSY WITH OUR OWN AFFAIRS; BUT EVERY TINE
WE GLANCED IN HS DRECTION HE AFPEARED TO BE STILL AT IT. OWR
SACK OF SAND WAS GROMNG HEAVIER, AS INDEED WERE OLR LIVBS.
AS A MATTER OF FACT WE HAD BEEN AT HARDER WORK THAN ANY OF US
HAD BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO, FOR VERY LONG HOURS, BENEATH A
SCORCHNG SUN, WITHOUT FOOD, AND UNDER STRONG EXCITEVENT. WE
DD NOT KNOW WHEN TO QUIT; BUT THE SUN AT LAST DECIDED IT FOR US
by dipping below the mountains to the west.

WE LEFT OUR PICKS AND SHOVELS IN OUR PIT; BUT CARRIED BACK WITH
US OLR NS, FOR IN THEM WE WISHED TO DRY OUT OLR SAND. THE
HORSES WERE STILL AT THER PICKET ROPES; AND WE NOTICED NEAR THE
LOAER END OF THE MEADOW, BUT WITHN THE BUSHES, THREE MORE
ANMALS MOVING SLOALY. A SLIM COLUVN OF SMOKE ASCENDED FROM
beyond the bushes. Evidently we had neighbours.

WE WERE DOG TIRED, AND SO FAR STARVED THAT WE DID NOT KNOW
WE WERE HINGRY. MY EYES FALT AS THOUGH THEY MUST LOOK LKE
HOLES BURNED IN' A BLANKET. WE LIT A FIRE, AND NEAR IT ALACED OLR
PANFLL OF SAND. BUT WE DD NOT TAKE TIVE TO OOOK OURSELVES A
DECENT MEAL; WE WERE MUCH TOO EXCITED FOR THAT. A HALF-MADE
POT OF COFFEE, SOME PORK BURNED CRISP, AND SOVE HARD BREAD
COMPRISED OUR SUPPER. THEN YANK AND | TOOK A HANDFUL OF THE



DRED SAND IN THE OTHER TWO PANS, AND COMVENCED CAUTIOUSLY TO
BLOW IT AWAY. JOHNNY HOVERED OVER US FULL OF SUGGESTIONS, AND
premonitions of calamity.

“DON'T BLOW TOO, HARD, FELLOWS,” HE BESOUGHT US; “YOU'LL BLOW
away the gold! For heaven’s sake, go easy!”

WE GROWLED AT HM, AND BLEW. | CONFESS THAT MY HEART WENT
FAST WITH GREAT ANXETY, AS THOUGH THE STAKES OF MY CORRECT
BLOWNG WERE MLLIONS. HOWBVER, AS WE LATER DISCOVERED, IT IS
almost impossible to blow incorrectly.

THERE IS SOVETHNG REALLY A LITTLE AWING ABOUT PURE GOLD New-
BORN FROM THE SOL. GOLD IS SUCH A STABLE ARTIOLE, SO STRCILY
GUARDED, SO CAREFULLY CHECKED AND COUNTED, THAT THE ACTUAL
PRODUCTION OF METAL THAT HAS HAD NO EXISTENCE SAVOURS ALMOST
OF THE ALCHEMCAL. WE HAD SOVEWHAT LESS THAN AN OUNCE, TO BE
SURE, BUT THAT AMOUNT IN FLAKE GOLD BULKS CONSIDERABLY. \WE DD
NOT THINK OF IT IN TERVS OF ITS WORTH IN DOLLARS; WE LOOKED ON IT ONLY
AS THE GOLD, AND WE STARED AT THE SUBSTANTAL LITTLE HEAP OF
yellow particles with fascinated awe.






CHAPTER XVII
THE DIGGINGS

THE FOLLOWING DAYS WERE REFLICAS OF THE FIRST. WE ATE HURREDLY AT
ODD TIVES; WE WORKED FEVERSHLY; WE SANK INTO OUR TUVBLED
BLANKETS AT NIGHT TOO TIRED TO WIGGLE. BUT THE BUCKSKIN SACK OF
GOLD WAS SWELLING AND ROUNDING OUT MOST SATISFACTORLY. BY THE
end of the week it contained over a pound!

BUT THE LONG HOURS, THE EXCITEVENT, AND THE INADEQUATE FOOD
TOLD ON OUR NERVES. WE SNAPPED AT EACH OTHER IMPATIENTLY AT
times; and once or twice came near to open quarrelling. Johnny
AND | WERE CONSTANTLY PECKING AT EACH OTHER OVER THE MOST TRVIAL
concerns.

ONE MORNNG WE WERE HALFWAY TO THE BAR WHEN WE
REVEVBERED THAT WE HAD NEGLECTED TO PICKET OUT THE HORSES. IT
WAS NECESSARY FOR ONE OF US TO GO BACK, AND WE WERE ALL
reluctant to do so.

“I'LL BE DAMNED IF 'M GOING TO LUG "WAY UP THAT HLL,” | GROAMLED
to myself. “l tied them up yesterday, anyway.”

Johnny caught this.

“WELL, IT WASN'T YOUR TURN YESTERDAY,” HE PONTED OUT, “AND IT IS
TO-DAY. I'VE GOT NOTHNG TO DO WITH WHAT YOU CHOSE TO DO
yesterday.”

“Or any other day,” | muttered.

“WHAT'S THAT?” CRED JOHNNY TRUCULENTLY. “| COUDNT HEAR
Speak up!”

We were flushed, and eying each other malevolently.

“THATLL DO!” SAID YANK, WITH AN UNEXPECTED TONE OF AUTHORITY.
“NOBODY WILL GO BACK, AND NOBODY WILL GO AHEAD. WELL JUST SIT



DOMN ON THS LOG, YERE, WHLE WE SMOKE ONE PIFE APECE. ['VE
got something to say.”

JOHN\Y AND | TURNED ON HM WITH A CERTAN BELLIGERENCY
MNGLED WITH SURPRSE. YANK HAD SO HABITUALLY ACTED THE PART OF
TACTURNITY THAT HS DEODED AR OF AUTHORTY CONFUSED US. His
SLOUCH HAD STRAIGHTENED, HS HEAD WAS UP, HS MLD EYE
SPARKLED. SUDDENLY | FELT LIKE A BAD SMALL BOY; AND | BELEVE
JOHN\Y WAS THE SAME AFTER A MOVENT'S HESITATION WE SAT
down on the log.

“Now,” SAD YANK FRWLY, “IT’'S ABOUT TIVE WE TOOK STOCK. WE
BEEN HERE NOW FIVE DAYS; WE AIN'T HAD A DECENT MEAL OF VITTLES
IN THAT TIVE, WE AIN'T FIXED UP OUR CANVP A MTE, WE AIN'T BEEN TO
town to see the sights; we don’t even know the looks of the man
THAT'S CAMPED DOAN BELOW US. WE VE BEEN TOO DANGED BUSY TO
BE DECENT. NOW WERE GON TO CALL A HALT. | SHOULD JEDGE WE
HAVE A FOUND OF GOLD, OR THARABOUTS. HOW MUCH IS THAT WORTH,
Johnny? You can figger in yore head.”

“ALONG ABOUT TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS,” SAID JOH\NY AFTER
a moment.

“WHEL, KEP ON FIGGERN. HOW MUCH DOES THAT COME TO
apiece?”

“About eighty dollars, of course.”

“And dividin’ eighty by five?” persisted Yank.

“Sixteen.”

“WHEL,” DRAWMLED YANK, HS STEELY BLUE EYE SOFTENNG TO A
TWINKLE, “SIXTEEN DOLLARS A DAY IS FAR WAGES, TO BE SURE, BUT
NOTHN TO GET WILDLY EXOTED OVER” HE SURVEYED THE TWO OF US
WITH SOVE HUVOUR. “HADN'T THOUGHT OF IT THAT WAY, HAD YOU?” HE
ASKED. “NUTHER HAD | UNTIL LAST NIGHT. | WAS SO DOG TIRED | COUDN'T
sleep, and I got to figgerin’ a little on my own hook.”

“WHy, | CAN DO BETTER THAN THAT IN SAN FRANCISCO-WITH HALF THE
work!” | cried.



“MAYBE FOR A WHLE,” SAID YANK, “BUT HERE WE GOT A CHANCE TO
MAKE A BIG STRKE MOST ANY TIVE, AND IN THE NEANTIVE TO MAKE
GOOD WAGES. BUT WE AINT GONG TO DO IT ANY QUICKER BY KILLIN
OURSELVES. NOW TO-DAY IS SUNDAY. | ANT NO RELIGIOUS MAN; BUT
SUNDAY IS A GOOD DAY TO QUIT. | PROPOSE WE GO BACK TO CAVP
PEACEABLE, MAKE A DECENT FLACE TO STAY, COOK OURSELVES WP A
SQUAR MEAL, WASH OUT OUR CLOTHES, VISIT THE NEXT CANP, TAKE A
look at town, and enjoy ourselves.”

THUS VANSHED THE FIRST AND MOST WONDERFUL ROVANCE OF THE
GOLD. REDUCED TO WAGES T WAS SOVEHOW NO LONGER SO
MARVELLOUS. THE ELBVENT OF UNCERTAINTY WAS ALWAYS THERE, TO BE
SURE; AND AN INEXFLICABLE FASCINATION; BUT NO LONGER HAD WE ANY
DESRE TO DIG WP THE WHOLE RLACE IMVEDIATELY. | SUPPOSE WE
MOVED NEARLY AS MUCH EARTH, BUT THE FIBRES OF OUR MNDS WERE
RELAXED, AND WE DD IT MORE EASILY AND WITH LESS NERVOUS WEAR
and tear.

ALSO, AS YANK SUGGESTED, WE TOOK FAINS TO SEARCH OUT OLR
FELLOW BENGS. THE CAMPER BELOW US FROVED TO BE DON GASPR,
VAVET BREECHES AND ALL. HE RECAVED US HOSATABLY, AND
PROFFERED PERFUVED CIGARETTOS WHCH WE DD NOT LIKE, BUT WHCH
WE SMOKED OUT OF POLITENESS. OUR COMMON GROUND OF MVEETING
WAS AT FIRST THE NATURAL ONE OF THE GOLD DIGGNGS. DON GASRR
AND HS MAN, WHOM HE CALLED VASQUEZ, HAD PRODUCED
SOVBEAHAT LESS FLAKE GOLD THAN OURSELVES, BUT EXHBITED A HALF
OUNCE NUGGET AND SEVERAL SMALLER LUVPS. WE COULD NOT MAKE
HM OUT. NETHER HS APFEARANCE NOR HS PERSONAL EQUIRVENT
SUGGESTED NECESSITY; AND YET HE LABOURED AS HARD AS THE REST
OF US. HIS GAUDY COSTUVE WAS SRLASHED AND GRMY WITH THE RED
MUD, ALTHOUGH EVIDENTLY HE HAD MADE SOVE ATTEVPT TO BRUSH IT.
THE LINEN WAS, OF OOURSE, HOPELESS. HE SHOWED US THE BLISTERS
on his small aristocratic-looking hands.

“Itis the hard work” he stated simply, “but one gets the gold.”

FROM THAT SUBJECT WE FASSED ON TO HORSES. HE CONFESSED



THAT HE WAS UNEASY AS TO THE SAFETY OF HS OWN MAGNIFICENT
animals; and succeeded in alarming us as to our own.

“THOS' INDIAN,” HE TOLD US, “ARE ALWAYS OUT TO ESSTEAL; AND THE
paisanos. IT HAS BEEN TOLE ME THAT ANDREAS AMUJO AND HS
robbers are near. Some day we loose our horse!”

Our anxiety at this time was given an edge by the fact that the
HORSES, HAVING FED WELL, AND BECOMNG TIRED OF THE SANE FLACE,

WERE INCLINED TO STRAY. [T WAS IMFOSSBLE TO KEEP THEM ALWAYS

ON PCKET LINES—THE NATURE OF THE MEADOW WOULD NOT FERMIT IT—
AND THEY SOON LEARNED TO BE VERY OLEVER WITH THER HOBBLES.
SEVERAL MORNINGS WE PUT IN AN HOLR OR SO HUNTING THEM LP AND
BRNGING THEM IN BEFORE WE COULD START WORK FOR THE DAY. THS
WASTED BOTH TIVE AND TEVPER. THE RESULT WAS THAT WE DRFTED
INTO PARTNERSHP WITH DON GASmR AND VASQuEz. | DO NOT
REVEVBER WHO FROFOSED THE ARRANGEMENT, INDEED, | AM
INCLNED TO THNK IT JUST CAME ABOUT NATURALLY FROM OUR MANY
DISCUSSIONS ON THE SUBJECT. UNDER THE TERVS OF IT WE AFFOINTED
VASQUEZ TO COOK ALL THE MEALS, TAKE FULL CARE OF THE HORSES,
CHOP THE \WOOD, DRAW THE WATER, AND KEEP CAMP GENERALLY. THE
REST OF US WORKED IN COURLES AT THE BAR. WE DVIDED THE GOLD
into five equal parts.

OUR PRODUCTION AT THS TIVE RAN FROM FIVE TO SEVEN OUNCES A
DAY, WHCH WAS, OF OOURSE, GOOD WAGES, BUT WOULD NOT MAKE
OUR FORTUNES. WE SOON FELL INTO A RUT, WORKING CHEERFULLY AND
INTERESTEDLY, BUT \WTHOUT EXCITEVENT. THE NATURE OF OUR PRODUCE
KEPT OUR ATTENTION. WE SHOULD LONG SINCE HAVE WEARED OF ANY
OTHER JOB REQURNG AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF WORK, BUT THERE WAS A
NEVER-ENDING FASCINATION IN BLOWING AWAY THE DEBRIS FROM THE
VRGN GOD. AND ONE DAY, NOT FAR FROM US, TWO
HOLLANDERS—"DUTCH  CHAREYS,” AS THE MNERS CALLED THAT
NATIONALITY—SCOOPED FROM A DEPRESSION IN THE BEDROCK MXED
COARSE GOLD THRTY ODD POUNDS IN WEGHT—OVER $5,000! THaT
revived our interest, you may be sure.



MOST OF THE MNERS SEBVED CONTENT TO STICK TO PANNNG. THER
ARGUVENT WAS THAT BY THS METHOD THEY COULD ACCUMULATE A FAR
AMOUNT OF DUST, AND RAN JUST AS GOOD CHANCES OF A “STRKE’ AS
THE NEXT FELLOW. FURTHERVORE, THEY HAD NO TOOLS, NO KNOWLEDGE
AND NO TIVE TO MAKE CRADLES. THOSE IMPLEVENTS HAD TO BE VERY
accurately constructed.

WE DISCUSSED THS MATTER ALMOST EVERY EVENNG. YANK WAS A
great believer in improving the efficiency of our equipment.

“IT’LL HANDLE FOUR OR FIVE TIVES THE DRT,” SAD HE “AND THAT
means four or five times the dust.”

“There’s no lumber to be had anywhere,” | objected.

“I KNOW WHERE THERE'S THREE GOOD STOUT BOXES MADE OF REAL
lumber that we can get for forty dollars,” said Yank.

“You can't cut that stuff up with an axe.”

“JOHN SBVALE HAS A SAW, A FLANE, AND A HAMVER, HE'S A
carpenter.”

“You BET HE 1S!” AGREED JOHNNY. “| WAS TALKING TO HM LAST
NGHT. HE WON'T LEND HS TOOLS; AND HE WON'T HRE THEM. HELL
come with them for fifty dollars a day.”

“ALL RGHT,” SAD YANK, “LET'S HRE HM. 'M PRETTY HANDY, AND I'LL
STAY RGHT IN CAMP AND HELP HM. VASQUEZ CAN GO DIG INSTEAD OF
ME. WE CAN GET 'BM QUT OUT AND FITTED IN TWO DAYS, ANYWAY.
We’ve got the money!”

| THNK NONE OF US WAS VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ON THS SUBJECT EXCEPT
YANK; BUT HE FINALLY CARRED THE DAY. VASQUEZ, SOVEWHAT TO HS
CHAGRNN, | THOUGHT, RESUMED HS SHOVEL. YANK AND JOHN SEVRLE
TNKERED AWAY FOR THE ALLOTTED TWO DAYS, AND TRUVPHANILY
PRODUCED TWO CRADLES AT A COST OF A ROUND ONE HUNDRED AND FFTY
dollars.

ALTHOUGH WE HAD BEEN SOVEAHAT DOUBTFUL AS TO THE
ADVISABLITY OF SPENDNG THS SUM, | AM BOUND TO STATE THAT
YANK'S INSISTENCE WAS JUSTIFIED. IT CERTANLY MADE THE WORK



EASER. WE TOOK TURNS SHOVELLING THE EARTH AND POURNG IN THE
WATER, AND “ROCKING THE BABY.” OUR PRODUCTION JUVPED TWO OR
three ounces a day.






CHAPTER XVIII
BEGINNINGS OF
GOVERNMENT

Our visit to the town we postponed from day to day because we
WERE HTHER TOO BUSY OR TOO TRED. WE THOUGHT WE COULD ABOUT
FIGURE OUT WHAT THAT CRUDE SORT OF VILLAGE WOULD BE LKE. THEN ON
SATURDAY EVENNG OUR NEGHBOUR WITH THE TWINKLING EYE-WHOM

WE CALLED MCNALLY, WTHOUT CONVICTION, BECAUSE HE TOLD US TO—
INFORVED US THAT THERE WOULD BE A MNERS' MEETING NEXT DAY,

and that we would be expected to attend.

ACCORDNGLY WE VISITED THE TOWN. THE STREET WAS FULL OF MEN
idling slowly to and fro. All the larger structures were wide open,
AND FROM WITHN OOULD BE HEARD THE SOUNDS OF HURDY-GURDEES,
LOUD LAUGHTER AND NOISY TALK. AT ONE END OF THE STREET A GROWP
WAS ORGANZING A HORSE RACE, AND TOWARD THS DON GASRAR TOOK
HS IMVEDATE DEFARTURE. A SMALLER GROUP SURROUNDED TWO
wrestlers. At one side a jumping match was going on.

AMONG THE USUAL INOONGRUITIES WE SAW SOVE THAT AMUSED US
MORE THAN ORDNARLY. THE INDIANS, FOR EXAMPLE, WERE RATHR
NUVEROUS, AND REVARKABLE. ONE WORE AS HS SOLE GARVENT AN
OLD DRESS COAT: ANOTHER HAD TIED A FAIR OF TROUSERS AROUND HS
WAIST; A THRD HAD PLED A HALF DOZEN HATS ATOP, ONE OVER THE
OTHER, AND MANY HAD ON TWO OR MORE COATS. THEY WERE TO A
MAN, WELL DRUNKEN.  THEIR SQUAWS, FAT AND UNATTRACTIVE, SQUATTED
OUTSIDE THE SINGLE STORE OF THE PLACE. WE SAW ALSO A DOZEN OR
SO WHTE MEN DRESSED VERY FLAINLY AND SHABBLY, TALL, LANK, AND
SPNDLY, RATHER WEAKLY IN GENERAL APFEARANCE, THER FACES
SALLOW, THER EYES RATHER CHLDISH BUT CRAFTY AND TREACHEROUS,



THER HAIR THN AND STRAIGHT. THE POINTS IN COMVON WERE POINTED,
NEARLY BRMLESS HATS, LKE SMALL EXTINGUSHERS, AND THAT THEY
WERE THE ONLY MEN TO USE SUSPENDERS. THEY WERE FROM PKKE
COWNTY IN MISSOUR; AND IN OUR EXFERENCE WITH THEM WE FOUND
THER APPEARANCE A CLOSE INDICATION OF THER CHARACTER THEY
WERE EXCEEDINGLY SKILFUL WITH BOTH AXE AND RFLE, WERE EXPERT
BACKWOODSNVEN, BUT WITHOUT PHYSICAL STRENGTH, VERY CHLDISH AND
IGNORANT, VINDICTIVE, NARROW, AND SO EXTREMELY CLANNSH AND
TENACOUS OF THER OWN OPNONS THAT THEY WERE ALWAYS AN
EXASPERATING ELBVENT TO BE RECKONED WITH, IN ANY PUBLIC MATTER.
WE SAW ALSO A COMPACT LITTLE GROUP OF DARK SMALL MEN, WITH
BRIGHT EYES AND QUICK MANNERS. THEY HELD CLOSE TOGETHER AND
CHATTERED LKKE A LOT OF MAGPES. MANALLY, WHO HAD SFOTTED US
FROM AFAR, INFORVED US THAT THESE WERE “KESKYDEES,” AND THAT
they always did stick close together.

“What are ‘keskydees’?” | asked him.

“THAT'S WHAT EVERYBODY CALLS THEM,” SAID MCNALLY. “ SUPPOSE
IT'S BECAUSE THEY ALWAYS SAY [T, ‘KESKYDEE, KESKYDEE,' LKE A LOT
of chickadees.”

“FRenCH” ORED JOHNNY, SUDDENLY ENLIGHTENED. “ Qestce quil
dit”

“YES, THATS I,” AGREED MONALLY; “KESKYDEE. WWHAT DOES IT
mean, anyway?”

“What is he saying,” translated Johnny.

AT THS TIVE THERE WERE A GREAT MANY FRENCH IN CALIFORNA;
AND FOR A NUVBER OF YEARS | OOULD NOT QUITE UNDERSTAND WHY.
THEN | LEARNED THAT MOST OF THEM WERE PRZE WINNERS IN A SERES
OF LOTTERES, CALLED THE LOTTERES OF THE GOLDEN INGOT. THE FRZES
WERE PASSAGES TO CALIFORNIA, AND THE LOTTERES WERE VERY
POPULAR. THE FRENCH, OR KESKYDEES, AS THEY WERE UNVERSALLY
CALLED, ALWAYS WENT ABOUT IN GANGS, WHLE THE OTHER NATIONALITIES
WERE MORE INCLNED TO AMALGAMATE WITH THE REST OF THE



COMMNTY. WE SAW, ALSO, SEVERAL “DutcH CHAREYS” WHO HAD
STRUCK T RICH. THEY WERE MOON-FACED, BLAND, CHUCKLE-HEADED
LOOKING MEN, GENERALLY WITH WALRUS MOUSTACHES, SQUAT AND
HEAVY, WITH FATUOUS, PLACD SMLES. | SUPROSE THEY HAD NO REAL
IDEA OF VALUES, BUT KNEW ONLY THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HAVING
MONEY AND NOT HAVING MONEY. THESE PROSFEROUS INDIVIDUALS
CARRED TWO OR EVEN MORE WATCHES AT THE ENDS OF LONG HOMVE-
MADE CHAINS CONSTRUCTED OF GOLD NUGGETS FASTENED TOGETHER
WITH LENGTHS OF COFPER WIRE. THE CHAINS WERE LOOPED AROUND
THER NECKS, ABOUT THER SHOULDERS AND WAISTS, AND HUNG DOWN IN
LONG FESTOONS. WE HAD THREE APRARENILY, OF THESE DurtcH
CHARLEYS, ALL DEADLY RVALS IN MAGNFICENCE THEY PARADED
SLOWMY UP AND DOWN THE STREET, QUITE SATISFIED WITH THEVSELVES,
AND CASTNG MALEVOLENT GLANCES AT EACH OTHER WHEN THEY
passed.

THE TWO GANMBLING PLACES AND SALOONS WERE HARD AT IT. THE
LOW ROOMS WERE FULL OF SMOKE, AND CROADED WITH SLOMY JOSTLING
MEN. IN OCONTRAST TO THE DEADLY QUET OF SUCH RLACES IN SAN
FRANCISCO, THESE WERE FULL OF NOISE AND HUBBUB. THE MEN
MOVED RESTLESSLY, THRBN DOMN THER LITILE BAGS OF DUST
IVPATIENTLY, AND ACCEPTED VICTORY OR DEFEAT WITH VERY AUDBLE
COMVENTS. THE GAMBLERS, DRESSED IN BLACK, FALE, SAT STEADY-
EYED AND SILENT BEHND THER LAYOUTS. | SUPFOSE THE LIFE MUST
ALREADY HAVE DEVELOFED, IF NOT A TYPE, AT LEAST A UNFORM MENTAL
ATTITUDE THAT SHOWED ITSELF IN OUTWARD EXPRESSION. THAT WAS, FIRST
OF ALL, AN INTENT, QUET WATCHFULNESS; AND, SECONDLY, AN IRON
RESOLUTION TO MEET WHATEVER OFFERED. THE GAMBLER MUST BE
FREFARED INSTANTLY TO SHOOT, AND AT THE SAME TIVE HE MUST
REALIZE FULLY THAT SHOOTING IS GONG TO GET HM IN TROUBLE. FOR THE
SYMATHY OF A MNING CAMP WAS GENERALLY STRONGLY AGAINST HM
WHEN IT CAVE TO A QUESTION OF THS SORT. VWE TREATED OURSELVES TO
a drink at the bar, and went outside.

ALREADY THE DRFT OF MNERS WAS TOWARD THE END OF THE STREET



WHERE A GOOD SIZED CROWD HAD GATHERED. WE FELL IN. UNDER A
LARGE OAK TREE HAD BEEN PLACED A BARRAL AND SEVERAL BOXES
FROM THE STORE, AND ON THESE LATTER OUR FREND JOHN SEVRLE, THE
carpenter, was mounting.

“John’s the alcalde,” MANALLY EXALANED TO US. “HE'S THE MOST
level-headed man in these diggings.”

MOST OF THE MNERS SAT DOWN ON THE GROUND IN FRONT, THOUGH
SOME REVAINED AFOOT. SEMALE RAPPED SHARALY ON THE BARREL
with the muzzle of his revolver.

“THS IS A MNERS' MEETING,” HE STATED BREFLY. “AND WE HAVE
SEVERAL THNGS TO TALK ABOUT. MOST IMPORTANT THING, *CORDIN' TO MY
NOTION, IS THS ROW ABOUT THAT BIG NUGGET. SERVS THESE YERE
THREE MEN, WHOSE NANVES | DISREVBVBER, IS FARTNERS AND IS
PANNNG DOMN THERE IN THE LOWER DIGGINGS, AND WHLE ONE OF
THEM IS GRUBBING AROUND ~ WITH A SHOVEL GETTING READY TO FLL THE
COMRANY RAN, HE SEES THS YERE NUGGET IN THE SHOVEL, AND
ANNBXES IT. NOW HE CLAIVS IT'S HS NUGGET, AND THE REST OF 'BV
claim it belongs to all of them as partners. How about it?”

Two men sprang to their feet and began to talk.

“You SET DOWN” SBVPLE ORDERED THEM. “YOU AIN'T GOT NOTHING
TO DO WITH DECDN THS. WELL LET YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO. IF THE
FACTS ANT RGHT, AS | STATED "BV, SAY SO; BUT WE DON'T WANT NO
theories out of you. Set down! | say.”

THEY SUBSIDED, AND A SLENCE FELL WHCH NO ONE SEBVED
inclined to break.

“WHEL,” SAD SEVALE IVRATENTLY, “COME ONI SPEAK WP
Whar's all this assorted lot of theories | been hearing in the say-
loons ever since that nugget was turned up?”

A MAN WITH THE MOST EXTRAORDINARLY RAGGED GARVENTS GOT TO
his feet and began to speak in a pleasant and cultivated voice.

“I HAVE NO SOLUTION TO OFFER THS COVPANY,” SADD HE, “BUT | AM,
OR WAS, A NBW YORK LAWER AND F MY KNOMEDGE OF



PARTNERSHPS WILL HELP ANY, THS IS THE NEw YORK LAW.” HE
SKETCHED BREFLY THE NEW YORK RULINGS ON PARTNERSHPS, AND SAT
down.

“MucH OBLIGED, I'M SURE,” SAID SEVRLE CORDALLY. “WERE GLAD
TO KNOW HOW THEY'VE FIGGERED IT OUT DOAWN THAR. ONLY TROUBLE, AS
FARAS | SEE, IS THAT THEY AN'T USUALLY FINDIN' MANY NUGGETS DOWN
THAT NECK OF THE WOODS; SO THEY AINT PRECSELY FITTED THE CASE
Anybody know anything nearer to home?”

“| PANNED IN SHRTTAIL BAR LAST TWO MONTHS,” BLURTED A HOARSE
AND BVBARRASSED INDIVIDUAL, WITHOUT RISING, “AND DOWN THAR THEY
HAD A REG LATION THAT ARY NUGGET THAT WEGHS OVER A HALF OUNCE
THAT IS FOUND BEFORE THE DRT IS THROMN IN THE CRADLE BELONGS TO
THE MAN THAT FINDS IT, AND NOT TO THE COVRANY. OF COURSE THS
here is a pan, and not a cradle.”

“THAT' S MORE LIKE BUSINESS. ANYBODY KNOW IF ANYWHAR THEY DO
it the other way around?”

Apparently nobody did.

“Anybody got any idees as to why we shouldn’t follow Shirttail
IN THS MATTER? DoG-GoNEYou!  Set down! YOU ANT GOT NOTHN TO
say here.”

The man appealed to the crowd.

“ANT | GOT A RGHT TO BE HEARD IN MY OWN CASE?” HE
demanded.

“THS ANT YOUR CASE,” PERSISTED JOHN SBVALE STOUTLY; ‘'S
DECDN WHAT THE POLICY OF THS CAMP IS GON' TO BE REGARDN
NUGGETS. YOUR DOG-GONE CASE IS MGHTY UNIVPORTANT AND YOU' RE
A PREJUDICED PARTY. AND IF YOU DON'T SET DOWN, I'LL COVE DOWN
THERE AND ARGLE WITH YOU! IF NONE OF YOU OTHER FELLOWS HAS
anything to say, we’ll vote oniit.”

WE THEN AND THERE DECIDED, ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY, TO FOLLOW
Shirttail.

“Now,” RESUMED SBVALE, AFTER THS MATTER HAD BEEN



DISPOSED OF, “THERE'S A BUNCH OF THESE YERE KESKYDEES AROUND
THROWN' ASSORTED DUCKFITS ALL THS MORNING; AND AS NEAR AS | CAN
MAKE OUT THEY SAY SOMEBODY'S JUVFED THER QLAM OR THER
CAMP, OR SOMETHNG. JIM SUPFOSN YOU AND YOUR TN STAR
saunter down and eject these jumpers.”

A VERY TALL, QUET, SLOW MOVING MAN AROSE, AIVED HS TORACCO
JUCE AT A SMALL TREE, DRAWLED OUT THE WORDS, “ALL RGHT, JEDGE,”
AND DEFARTED, TRALLED BY A HALF DOZEN JABBERING KESKYDEES, TO
whom he paid not the slightest attention.

“Now,” SAD SEVALE, “WE GOT A COURLE OF GREASERS YERE
CAUGHT STEALIN . BUCK BARRY AND MISSOUR JONES CAUGHT THEM AT
IT, SO THERE ANT MUCH USE HEARN WITNESSES AS TO THE FACT.
Question is: what do we want to do with them?”

“What did they steal?” demanded a voice.

“THEY JUST NATRALLY DDNT STEAL nothin’” SAD A HEAVY BULT,
SQUARE-JAWED, OLEAN-SHAVEN MAN WHOM | GUESSED TO BE BUCK
Barry. “Not while | was around.”

“Yes,” persisted the other, “but what was they after.”

“OH, AN EXTRY PAIR OF BOOTS, AND A SHRT, AND SOVE TOBACOO, ET
cetery,” replied Buck Barry contemptuously.

“Let’s see them,” shouted several voices.

AFTER A MOVENT'S DHAY TWO RAGGED AND FURTIVE IMIEXICANS
WERE DRAGGED BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY. A CONTEVALATIVE SILENCE
ENSUED. THEN AN ELDERLY MAN WITH A SQUARE GRAY BEARD SFOKE
up.

“WHEL,” SAD HE DELBERATELY, “ARY MAN SO LOW DOWN AND
SHF LESS AND MSERABLE AS TO GO TO STEALIN' BOOTS AND SHRTS AND
TOBACOO IN THS CAMP IS SHORE OUTSIDE MY CORRAL. HE SURE MUST
BE A MSERABLE PERSON. VWWHY’N HELL DDN'T BUCK AND MISSOU GVE
HM A FEW LIFTS WITH THE TOES OF THER BOOTS, AND NOT COME
botherin’ us with them?”

BOTH BARRY AND JONES STARTED TO RERLY, BUT SEVALE CUT THEM



short.

“THEY WAS GONG TO DO JUST THAT,” HE ANNOUNCED, “BUT |
PERSUADED THEM TO BRNG THS MATTER UP BEFORE THS MEETN,
BECAUSE WE GOT TO BEGIN TO TAKE SOMVE MEASURES TO STOP THS
KIND OF A NUSANCE. THERE'S A LOT OF UNDESIRABLES DRIFTIN' INTO THS
CAMP LATELY. YOU BOYS ALL RECALL HOW LAST FALL WE KEP OUR DUST
UNDER OUR BUNKS OR MOST ANYWHERE, AND FELT PERFECTLY SAFE ABOUT
IT; BUT THAT AIN'T NOW. A MAN HAS TO CARRY HS DUST RIGHT WITH HM.
NOW, IF WE CAN'T LEAVE OUR TENTS FEELING OUR GOODS IS SAFE, WHAT
DO YOU EXPECT TO DO ABOUT M? WE GOT TO THROW THE FEAR OF GOD
into the black hearts of these hounds.”

AT THS JUNCTURE JIM, THE SHERFF, RETURNED AND LEANED
nonchalantly against a tree, chewing a straw.

ACCEPTNG THE FONT OF VIEN ADVANCED BY THE CHAR, THE
MNERS DECDED THAT THE TWO THEVES SHOULD BE WHFFED AND
BANSHED FROM CANMP. A STRONG FEELING PREVAILED THAT ANY MAN
WHO, IN THS AGE OF FLENTY, WOULD DESCEND TO FETTY THEVING, WAS
A POOR, MSERABLE CREATURE TO BE ATED. SOME CHARTABLY
INCLINED INDIVIDUAL ACTUALLY TOOK UP A SMALL COLLECTION WHCH WAS
FRESENTED TO THE THEVES AFTER THEY HAD RECAEVED THER
punishment.

“AND NOW, vamos, GM” ADVISED SEVALE. “AND SPREAD THE
GLAD TIDNGS. WE'LL DO THE SAME BY ANY MORE OF YOU. WELL, JIM?”
he inquired of the sheriff.

JIM SHFTED HS STRAW FROM THE RGHT CORNER OF HIS MOUTH TO THE
left.

“That outfit don’t eject worth a cuss,” said he laconically.

“How many of them is there?” asked Semple.

“Two—and a shotgun,” stated Jim.

“l RECKON WELL EJECT THEM IF WE SAY ‘EJECT!” CRED SOVE ONE
truculently; and several others growled assent.

Jim cast a humorous eye in that direction.



“OH, | RECKON 'M EKAL TO THE JOB,” SADD HE, “AND IF YOU SAY
‘EJECT AGAN, WHY OUT THEY GO. ONLY WHEN | LOOKED THAT OUTFIT
OVER, AND SAW THEY WAS ONLY TWO OF THEM AND SX OF THESE
JABBERNG KESKYDEES, WHY, | JEST NAT RALLY WONDERED WHETHER IT
WAS BY AND ACOORDING TO THE PEACE AND DIGNITY OF THS CAMP TO
MX UP IN THAT KIND OF A MUSS. | SHOULD THINK THEY OUGHT TO BE
capable of doin’ their own ejecting.”

A DISCUSSION AROSE ON THS FONT. THE SENTIVENT SEEVED
UNANIMOUS THAT THE FRENCHVEN OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
PROTECT THEVSELVES, BUT WAS DIVIDED ON THE OPINON AS TO HOW
far the camp was now committed to action.

“THEY'LL THNK THEY'VE BLUFFED US OUT, IF WE DROP HER NOwW,”
argued one side.

“IT OUGHT NOT TO BE THE POLICY OF THS CAMP TO MX P WITH
private quarrels,” argued the other.

John Semple decided the question.

“IT LOOKS LIKE WE RE IN THE HOLE,” HE ADMTTED, “AND HAVE GOT TO
DO SOVETHNG. Now, | TELL YOU WHAT I'M GONG TO DO: 'M GOING TO
HAVE JIM HERE GIVE THESE KESKYDEES BLANK WARRANTS THAT THEY
can serve themselves, and to suit themselves.”

This ingenious solution was very highly commended.

“UNLESS SOVEBODY ELSE HAS SOVETHING TO BRNG P, | GUESS
that's about all,” announced Semple.

“No inquests?” some one asked.

“NARY AN INQUEST. THS CAMP IS GETTIN' HEALTHY. ADJOURNED!”
AND THE MEETING WAS BROUGHT TO A FORMAL CONCLUSION BY A TAP OF
the pistol on the empty barrel.






CHAPTER XIX
SUNDAY AT HANGMAN'S
GULCH

T WAS NOW ABOUT FOUR O'CLOCK. THE OROWD DISFERSED SLOMLY IN
DFFERENT DRECTIONS, AND TO TS DFFERENT OOCURATIONS AND
AMUSEVENTS. WE WANDERED ABOUT, ALL EYES AND EARS. AS YET
WE HAD NOT MANY ACQUAINTANCES, AND COULD NOT ENTER INTO THE
INTIVATE BANTERNG LIFE OF THE OLD-TIVERS. THERE WAS ENOUGH TO
INTEREST US, HOWEVER. A GOOD MANY WERE BEGINNING TO SHOW THE
DRNK. AFTER A LONG FEROD OF HARD LABOR EVEN THE MOST
RESFECTABLE OF THE MNERS WOULD HAVE AT TIVES STRANGE
REACTIONS. THAT IS ANOTHER TALE, HOAVEVER;, AND ON THS SUNDAY THE
DRNKNG WAS PRODUCTVE ONLY OF CONSIDERABLE NOISE AND
BOASTING. TWO OLD OODGERS, HEAD TO HEAD, WERE BRAGGING
LABORIOUSLY OF THER PROWESS AS COOKS. A SMALL BUT INTERESTED
group egged them on.

“FLAPJACKS?” ENUNCATED ONE LABOROUSLY; “RLARIACKS? WHY,
MY FREN, yOU DONT KNOW NOTHN ABOUT FLARJACKS. | GRANT You,”
SAD HE, LAYING ONE HAND ON THE OTHER'S ARM, “| GRANT YE THAT
MAYBE, maybe, MND YOU, YOU MAY KNOW ABOUT MXN
FLARIACKS, AND EVEN ABOUT COOKIN' FLARJACKS. BUT wHA' DO YOU
know ABouT flippin’ flapjacks?” HE REVOVED HS HAND FROM THE
OTHR'S ARV “NAWTHN” SAD HE. “NOow | AM AN EXPER; A REAL
BXPER! WHEN | WANT TO FLIP A FLARIACK | JUST WHRL  HER UP THROUGH
THE CHVNEY AND CATCH HER BY HOLDIN' THE FRYING PAN OUT'N THE
window!”

| FOUND AT ANOTHER FONT A SLENDER, BEARDLESS YOUNG CHAP,



WITH BRGHT BLACK EYES, AND HECTIC CHEEKS, ENGAGED N
SKETCHNG ONE OF THE MNERS WHO POSED BEFORE HM. HiIs TOUCH
WAS SWIFT AND SURE, AND HS FACLLTY AT CATCHNG A LIKENESS
REVARKABLE. THE SKETCH WAS COMPLETED AND FAD FOR IN TEN
MNUTES; AND HE WAS IMVEDIATELY BESIEGED BY OFFERS FROM MEN

WHO WANTED PICTURES OF THEVSELVES OR THER CAMPS. HE TOLD ME,
BETWEEN STROKES OF THE PENCL, THAT HE FOUND THS SORT OF THING
MORE REVUNERATIVE THAN THE MNING FOR WHCH HE HAD COME TO
THE COUNTRY, AS HE COULD NOT STAND THE NECESSARY HARD WORK.
PAPER 0OST HM TWO DOLLARS AND A HALF A SHEET, BUT THAT WAS
ABOUT ALL HS EXPENSE. ALONGSIDE THE STREET A VERY RED-FACED,
BULBOUS-NOSED AND ANCIENT RUN WITH A PATRARCHAL WHTE BEARD
WAS FREPARNG TO GIVE PHRENOLOGICAL READINGS. | HAD SEEN HM
EARLIER IN THE DAY, AND HAD BEEN AMUSED AT HS IMPRESSIVE GLIB
MTTER. NOw, HOWEVER, HE HAD BECOME FOOLISHY DRUNK. HE
MOUNTED THE SAME BOXES THAT HAD SERVED AS THE EXECUTIVE
DESK, AND INVITED CUSTOM. AFTER A MOVENT'S HESITATION A BURLY,
RED-FACED MINER SHOULDERED HS WAY THROUGH THE GROUP AND SAT
down on the edge of the boxes.

IN THE EARLIER AND SOBERER PART OF THE AFTERNOON THE
PHRENOLOGIST HAD SKILFULLY STEERED HS WAY BY THE SAFE STARS OF
FLATTERY. NOW, AS HE RAN HS HANDS UNCERTANLY THROUGH THE
MNER'S THOK HAR, A LOOK OF MYSTIFICATION CREPT INTO HS BLEARY
eyes. He felt again more carefully.

“MOST ’XTRAOR NARY!” HE MUTTERED. “FREN'S,” SADHE,  STILL FEELNG
AT THE MAN'S HEAD, “THS PERSON HAS THE MOST EXTRAOR NARY BUVP
OF 'QUSITIVENESS. NEVER FELT ONE LIKE IT, "XCEPT ON TH CRANUM OF A
VERY CHLEBRATED THEF AN ROBBER HIS BUVP OF BENEV'LENCE 'S A
REGLAR HOLE. BUWP OF TRUTHFULNESS DON SOVEHOW SEBM TO BE
THERE AT ALL. BUVP OF COWARDICE IS 'S BIG 'S AN EGG. THS MAN,
FREN'S,” SAD HE, DROFPNG THE VICTMS HEAD AND ADVANCNG
IVFRESSIVELY, “IS A VERY DANGEROUS CHARACTER. LOOK OUT FOR 'M
He’s a liar, an’ a thief, an’ a coward, an’ a—"



“WELL, YOU OLD SON OF A GUNI” HOM.ED THE MNER, RISING TO HS
feet.

HE SEZED THE AGED PHRENOLOGIST, AND FLUNG HM BODLY
STRAIGHT THROUGH THE SIDES OF A LARGE TENT, AND IMVEDATELY DOVE
AFTER HM IN PURSUT. THERE CAME FROM THAT TENT A SERES OF
CRASHES, HOWLS OF RAGE AND JOY, THE SOUNDS OF VIOLENT SCUFFLING,
AND THEN THERE BURST OUT THROUGH THE DOORWAY THE THOROUGHLY
SOBERED PHRENOLOGIST, HS WHTE BEARD STREAMNG OVER ONE
SHOULDER, HS POP EYES BULGNG OUT, HS BULBOUS NOSE QUITE
FURFLE, PURSUED BY THE ANGRY MNER AND A SOORE OF THE
OVERIOYED POPULACE INTERRUPTED IN THER GAMBLING. EVERYBODY
BUT THE TWO PRNORALS WAS GASPING WITH LAUGHTER. [T LOOKED AS
THOUGH THE MNER MGHT DO HS VICTM A SEROUS INULRY, SO |
CAUGHT THE PURSUER, AROUND THE SHOULDERS AND HELD HM FAST. HE
STRUGGLED VIOLENTLY, BUT WAS NO MATCH FOR MY BUK, AND |
RESTRAINED HM UNTIL HE HAD COOLED DOWN SOVBEAHAT, AND HAD
CEASED TRYING TO BITE AND KICK ME. THEN ALL AT ONCE HE LAUGHED,

AND | RELEASED HM. OF THE PHRENOLOGIST NOTHING REMAINED BUT A
thin cloud of dust hanging in the still air.

YANK AND | THEN THOUGHT OF GOING BACK TO CANVP, AND BEGAN TO
LOOK AROUND AFTER JOHNNY, WHO HAD DISAFFEARED, WHEN MONALLY
rolled up, inviting us to sup with him.

“YOU DON'T WANT TO GO HOME YET,” HE ADVISED US. “EVENNG'S
THE TIVE TO HAVE FUN. NEVER MND YOUR FREND; HE'S ALL RGHT. Now
YOU REALIZE THE DISADVANTAGE OF LIVING WAY OFF WHERE YOU DO. MY
hang-out is just down the street. Let’s have a drink.”

WE ACCEPTED BOTH HS INVITATIONS. THEN, AFTER THE SUPPER,
PFES ALIGHT, WE SAUNTERED DOAN THE STREET, A VAST LESURE
expanding our horizons. At the street corner stood a tall, poetic-
LOOKING MAN, WITH DREAMER'S EYES, A VIOLIN CLASPED UNDER HS
CHN. HE WAS LOOKING STRAIGHT FAST US ALL OUT INTO THE DUSK OF THE
PNEY MOUNTAINS BEYOND, HS SOWL IN THE MUSIC HE WAS
PRODUCNG. THEY WERE SIMPLE MELODIES, FULL OF SENTIVENT, AND



he played as though he loved them. Within the sound of his bow
A DEAD SILENCE REGNED. MEN STOOD WITH EYES CAST DOAN, THER

FACES SOBERED, THER EYES ADREAM. ONE BURLY, RECKLESS, RED-

FACED INDIVIDUAL, WHO HAD BEEN BULLYING IT UP AND DOAN THE
street, broke into a sob which he violently suppressed, and then
LOOKED ABOUT FIERCALY, AS THOUGH CHALLENGING ANY ONE TO HAVE
HEARD. THE FLAYER FINSHED, TUCKED HS VIOLIN AND BOW UNDER HS

ARM, AND TURNED AWAY. FOR A MOMENT THE CROAD REMAINED
MOTIONLESS, THEN SLOWLY DISFERSED. THS WAS JOHN KEHLY, A
FAMOUS WANDERNG MNSTREL OF THE CAMPS, A STRANGE, SHY, FOETIC

MAN, WHO NEVER LACKED FOR DUST NOR FOR FRENDS, AND WHO
apparently sought for neither.

UNDER THE SOFTENING INFLUENCE OF THE MUSIC THE CROWD LED A
better life for about ten minutes.

WE ENTERED THE GAMBLING ROOMS, OF WHCH THERE WERE TWO,
AND HAD A DRNK OF WHAT MCNALLY CALLED “42 CALIBRE WHSKEY” AT
THE BAR OF EACH. IN ONE OF THEM WE FOUND JOHNNY, RATHER FLUSHED,
BUCKING A FARO BANK. YANK SUGGESTED THAT HE JON US, BUT HE
SHOOK HS HEAD IMPATIENTLY, AND WE MOVED ON. IN A TREVENDOUS
TENT MADE BY JONING THREE OR FOUR ORDINARY TENTS TOGETHER, A VERY
LIVELY FIDDLE AND CONCERTINA WERE IN FULL BLAST. WE ENTERED AND
WERE POUNCED UFON BY A BOISTEROUS GROWP OF LAUGHNG MEN,
SEZED BY THE SHOULDERS, WHRLED ABOUT, AND EXAMNED FROM
behind.

“TWO GENTLEVEN AND A LADY!” ROARED OUT ONE OF THEM
“GENTLEVEN ON THAT SIDE; LADES ON THS. SEELECT YOUR PARDNERS
for the waltz!”

THERE WAS A GREAT RUSHNG TO AND FRO IN PREFARATION. MEN
BOWED TO EACH OTHER WITH BURLESQUE DANCONG SCHOOL FORVALITY,
OFFERED ARMVS, OR ACCEPTED THEM WITH BEARLKE COYNESS. WE
STOOD FOR A MOVENT RATHER BEMLDERED, NOT KNOWING FRECISELY
what to do.

“YOU BELONG OVER THAT SIDE,” MCNALLY INSTRUCTED US. “l GO OVER



here; 'm a ‘lady.”

“Why?” | asked.

“Ladies,” explained McNally, “are those who have patches on
the seats of their pants.”

AS IN MOST SOCAL GATHERNGS, WE SAW THAT HERE TOO THE FAR
sex were in the majority.

EVERYBODY DANCED VERY VIGOROUSLY, WITH A TREVENDOUS
ANMOUNT OF STAMPNG. T SERVED A STRENUOUS OCCURATION AFTER A
WEEK OF HARD WORK, AND YET IT WAS GREAT FUN. YANK PROUETTED
AND BALANCED AND “SASSHAYED' AND TOMHFOOLED IN A MANNER
WONDERFUL. TO BEHOLD. VWE ENDED FLUSHED AND UPROARIOUS; AND ALL
TROOFED TO THE BAR, WHCH, IT SEEMED, WAS THE REAL REASON FOR
the existence of this dance hall.

THE CROAD WAS ROUGH AND GOOD NATURED, FULL OF HGH SPIRITS,
AND INCLINED TO FRACTICAL JOKES OF A PRETTY STIFF CHARACTER. OF
OOURSE THERE WAS THE INEVITABLE BULLY, SWAGGERNG FIERCELY AND
TRUCULENTLY BACK AND FORTH, HS BELT FULL OF WEAFONS. NOBODY TOOK
HM VERY SEROUSLY; BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, EVERYBODY SEEVED
TO TAKE MGHTY GOOD CARE NOT TO RUN DEFINITELY COUNTER TO HM. IN
THE OOURSE OF HS WANDERNGS HE CANE TO OLR END OF THE BAR,
AND JOSTLED MONALLY ASIDE. MCNALLY WAS AT THE MOVENT LIGHTING
HS PPE, SO THAT IN HS ONE HAND HE HELD A BURNING MATCH AND IN
THE OTHER A GLASS OF WHSKEY. WITHOUT THE SLIGHTEST HURRY OR
EXCITEVENT, HS BLLE EYES TWINKLNG AS HUMOROWSLY AS EVER,
MCNALLY DUVFED THE WHSKEY OVER THE BULLY'S SHOCK HEAD WITH
HS LEFT HAND AND TOUCHED THE MATCH TO IT WITH HS RGHT. THE
ALCOHOL SIZZLED UP IN A MOVENTARY BLUE FLAVE, \WTHOUT DAMAGE
save for a very singed head of hair.

“Man on fire! Man on fire!” yelled McNally. “Put him out!”

The miners rose to the occasion joyously, and “put him out” in
the most literal fashion; so that no more was seen of that bully.

ABOUT TEN O'CLOCK WE WERE GETTING TIRED; AND PROBABLY THE



REACTION FROM THE “42 CALIBRE WHSKEY” WAS MAKING US DROWSY.
WE HUNTED UP JOHNNY, STILL AT HS FARO GAME, BUT HE POSITIVELY
AND IMPATIENTLY DECLINED TO ACCOMRANY US. HE sAD HE WAS
AHEAD—OR BEHND-| FORGET WHCH. | NOTICE BOTH CONDITIONS HAVE
THE SAMVE EFFECT OF KEEPING A MAN FROM QUITTNG. WE THEREFORE
LEFT HM, AND WANDERED HOME THROUGH THE SOFT NIGHT, WHEREIN
WERE TWINKLNG STARS, GENTLE BREEZES, LITTLE VOICES, AND THE
silhouettes of great trees.






CHAPTER XX
THE GOLD WASHERS

JOH\NY DD NOT RETURN AT ALL THAT NGHT, BUT SHOWED UP NEXT
morning at the diggings, looking blear-eyed and sleepy. He told
US HE HAD SLEPT WITH A FREND, AND REFLIED RATHER CURILY THAT HE
WAS A “LITTLE BEHND THE GAME” | BELIEVE MYSELF THAT HE WAS
CLEANED OUT; BUT THAT WAS NONE OF OUR BUSINESS. EVERY NIGHT WE
DVIDED THE DUST INTO FAVE PARTS. DON GASRR AND VASQUEZ GOT

TWO OF THESE. THE RBVAINDER WE AGAIN DVIDED INTO FOLR. | TOOK
CHARGE OF TALBOT'S SHARE. WE CARRED THE DUST ALWAYS WITH US;

for the camp was no longer safe from thieves.

IN ORDER TO EFFECT THS DVISION WE HAD TO HAVE SOVE SORT OF
SCALES. | WENT UP TO THE SINGLE STORE TO SEE WHAT | 0OULD DO. THE
STOREKEEFER WAS A DRAWLING, SLOW, DOMNEAST YANKEE,
PERFETUALLY CHBAMNG A LONG SLIVER OR STRAW, TALKING EXCLUSVELY
THROUGH HS NOSE, KEEN FOR A BARGAIN, GRASPING OF THE LAST CENT
IN' A TRADE, AND YET SNGULARLY INTERESTNG AND AGREEABLE. His
SENSE OF DRY HUMOUR HAD A GOOD DEAL TO DO WITH THS. HE HAD NO
gold scales to lend or to hire, but he had some to sell. The price
WAS FFTEEN DOLLARS FOR AN ORDINARY PAIR OF BALANCES WORTH NOT
over a dollar and a half.

“AND YOU'LL FIND THAT CHEAP, IF THE MNERS KEEP COMING N AS
fast as they do,” said he. “In two weeks they'll be worth fifty.”

WE BOUGHT THEM, AND OBTAINED FROM THEM GREAT SATISFACTION.
VASQUEZ USED TO WHGH HS GOLD AT NGHT, AND AGAN IN THE
morning, in hopes, | suppose, that it had bred overnight.

CERIANLY THE STOREKEFER'S STATBVENT AS TO THE INFLUX OF
MNERS WAS JUSTIFIED. THEY CAME EVERY DAY, IN DROVES. WE



BEGAN TO FEEL QUITE LKE OLD-TIVERS, AND LOOKED WITH INFINITE
SCORN ON THESE GREENHORNS. THEY WERE WORSE THAN WE HAD
BEEN; FOR | HAVE SEEN THEM TRYING TO WORK IN THE MOONLIGHT! THE
diggings were actually getting crowded.

IT WAS NO LONGER FEASIBLE TO DIG WHEREVER WE FLEASED TO DO
SO. WE HELD MANY MNERS' MEETINGS, ADOPTING REGULATIONS. A
CLAIM WAS TO BE FIFTEEN FEET SQUARE, WORK MUST BEGIN ON IT WITHN
TEN DAYS; AND SO FORTH. EACH OF THE FIVE MEVBERS OF OUR PARTY
STAKED OUT TWO CLAIMS EACH, ON WHCH WE WORKED IN TURN. ALL THE
OLD-TMERS RESFECTED THESE REGULATIONS, BUT SOME OF THE
NEWCOVERS SERVED INCLINED TO DISPUTE THEM, SO THAT MANY
MEETINGS AND MUCH WRANGLING ENSUED. THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER
WAS THAT NONE OF US HAD THE SLIGHTEST PERVANENT INTEREST IN THE
RLACE. WE INTENDED MERELY TO MAKE OUR PILES AND TO DECANP.
EACH WAS FOR HVSELF. THEREFORE THERE WAS NO SOLIDARTY. WE
REGULATED ONLY WHEN WE WERE ACTUALLY FORCED TO IT; SO THAT WITH
WHAT WE CALLED “PRVATE AFFAIRS” WE DECLINED TO INTERFERE. A VAN
OOULD COMMT ANY CRIVE IN THE DECALOGLE IF SO IT FLEASED HM
His VICTIVS MUST PROTECT THEVSELVES. SUCH THNGS AS HORSE
STEALING, GRAND LARCENY, CLAM JUVPNG,  AND MNING REGULATIONS
WE DEALT WITH, BUT OTHER THNGS WERE NOT OUR AFFAIR. VWWE WERE TOO
BUSY, AND TOO SLIGHTLY INTERESTED IN WHAT LITTLE PUBLIC WELFARE A
TEMFORARY MNNG CAMP MGHT HAVE EVEN WHEN, IN A FEW
CASES, TURBULENCE RESULTED IN SHOOTING, WE RARELY PUNSHED;
ALTHOUGH, STRANGELY ENOUGH, OUR INNATE ANGLO-SAXON FEELING FOR
THE FORVALITY OF GOVERNVENT ALWAYS RESUTED IN A SUNDAY
“INQUEST.” WE DELBBERATED SOLEWNLY. THE VERDICT WAS ALMOST
INVARABLY “JUSTIFIABLE SELF-DEFENCE,” WHCH WAS FROBABLY NEAR
ENOUGH, FOR MOST OF THESE KILLINGS WERE THE RESULT OF QUARRELS.
MURDERS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ROBBERY, LATER SO FREQUENT, WERE AS
YET ALMOST UNKNOWN. TWICE, HOWEVER, AND IN BOTH INSTANCES THE
PRSONER WAS ONE OF THE GANVBLERS, WE PRONOUNCED JUDGVENT.
ONE OF THESE MEN WAS BANISHED, AND THE OTHER HANGED. ALL N



ALL A VERY FAR SEVBLANCE OF ORDER WAS KEPT, BUT | CANNOT HELP
NOW BUT FEEL THAT OUR EARLY SHRKING OF RESPONSIBILITY—WHCH WAS
TYPICAL OF ALL CALIFORNA—MADE NECESSARY LATER GREAT UPHEAVALS
of popular justice.

ABOUT THS TIME, ALSO, THE FIRST OF THE OVERLAND WAGON TRAINS
BEGAN TO COME THROUGH. HANGVAN'S GULCH WAS NOT ON THE
DRECT ROUTE; BUT SOME ENTERFRISING INDIVIDUAL HAD FOUND OUR TRAIL
FAIRLY PRACTICABLE FOR WAGONS AND TEN MLES SHORTER THAN THE
REGULAR ROAD. AFTER THAT MANY FOLLOWED, AND SOON WE HAD A WELL-
CLEARED ROAD. THEY SHOWED RLANLY THE HARDSHPS OF A LONG
JOURNEY, FOR THE MAJORTY OF THEM WERE THIN, SICK LOOKING AND
DISCOURAGED. FEW OF THEM STOFPED AT THE DIGGINGS, ALTHOUGH
MOST HAD COME WEST IN HOPES OF GOLD, BUT PUSHED ON DOWN TO
THE PASTURES OF THE SACRAMENTO. THEY WERE ABOUT WORN OUT and
NEEDED TO RECUPERATE BEFORE BEGINNNG ANYTHNG NEW. SOVE
WERE OUT OF FROVISIONS AND FRACTICALLY STARVED. THE YANKEE
STOREKEEFER SOLD FOOD AT TERRBLE RATES. | REVBVBER THAT
QUNNE-A DRUG MUCH IN DEMAND-COST A DOLLAR A GRAN WE
USED TO LOOK UP FROM OUR DIGGINGS AT THE PROCESSION OF THESE
SAD-FACED, LEAN MEN WALKING BY THER BVACIATED CATTLE, AND THE
WOVEN PEERNG FROM THE WAGONS, AND BE VERY THANKFUL THAT WE
had decided against the much-touted overland route.

ONE DAY, HOWEVER, AN OUTFIT WENT THROUGH OF QUITE A DIFFERENT
CHARACTER. WE WERE AFFRSED OF ITS AFFROACH BY A HUNTER
NAMED BAGSBY. HE LOPED DOWN THE TRAL TO THE RVER LEVEL VERY
much in a hurry.

“Bovs!” HE SHOUTED, “QuIT WORK! CONVE SEE WHAT'S COMING
down the trail!” with which he charged back again up the hill.
HIS GREAT EXCITBVENT IMPRESSED US, FOR BAGSBY, LIKE MOST OF

THE OLD-TIVE ROCKY MOUNTAIN MBN, WAS NOT ORDINARLY WHAT ONE
WOULD CALL AN BVOTIONAL INDIVIDUAL. THEREFORE WE DROFFED OLR
TOOLS AND SURGED UP THE HLL AS FAST AS WE COULD GO. | THNK WE
suspected Indians.



A TRAIN OF THREE WAGONS DRAWN BY STRONG OXEN WAS LURCHNG
SLOALY DOWN THE ROAD. [T DIFFERED LITTLE FROM OTHERS OF ITS KIND,
SAVE THAT THE CATTLE WERE IN BETTER SHAPE AND THE MEN WALKING
ALONGSIDE, OF THE TALL, OOMPETENT BACKWOODSVAN TYFE, SEEVED
WELL AND HEARTY. BUT PERHAPS A HUNDRED YARDS AHEAD OF THE
LEADING WAGON CANE A HORSE-THE ONLY HORSE IN THE OUTFIT—AND
ON IT, RDING SIDE-SADDLE, WAS A GRL. SHE WAS A VERY FRETTY, RED-
CHEEKED GIRL, AND SHE MUST HAVE STOPPED WITHN A HALF MLE OR
SO OF THE CAMP  IN ORDER TO GET HERSELF P FOR THS IMFRESSIVE
ENTRANCE. HER DRESS WAS OF BLUE CALICO WITH A WHTE YOKE AND
HEAVY FLOUNCES OR PANNERS; AROUND HER NECK WAS A BLACK VELVET
RBBON; ON HER HEAD WAS A BIG LEGHORN HAT WITH RED ROSES. SHE
RODE THROUGH THE TOWN, HER HEAD HGH, LIKE A PRINCESS; AND WE
ALL CHEERED HER LIKE MAD. NOT ONCE DID SHE LOOK AT US; BUT |
OOULD SEE HER BOSOM HEAVING WITH EXCITEVENT BENEATH HER
CALICO, AND HER NOSTRLS WIDE. SHE WAS A REMARKABLY FRETTY GR.;
and this was certainly the moment of her triumph.

WE FELL INTO SANITY AS RESFECTS OUR HOURS OF WORK AND THE WAY
WE WENT AT IT. OFTEN WE TOOK AS MUCH AS AN HOUR AND A HALF OFF
AT NOON; OR QUIT WORK EARLY IN THE DAY. THEN IT WAS FLEASANT TO SIT
WITH OTHER MNERS UNDER THE TREES OR IN THE SHADE BY THE STREAM
SWAPPING YARNS, DOING OUR MENDING OR WASHNG, AND GENERALLY
GETTING ACQUAINTED. AS EACH MAN'S PRODUCT WAS HS OWN, NO
ONE CARED HOW MUCH OR HOW LITTLE THE OTHERS WORKED. SIVALY
WHEN HE QUIT, HS SHARE CEASED. THS DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE
SHRKED OLR WORK, HOWEVER, WE MERELY GREW TO BE A LITILE
sensible.

SOVE OF OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE AMUSING, AND SEVERAL OF THEM
MOST ILLUMINATING. THUS, ONE DAY, JOHN SBVFLE SUWED P A
LONG TALK IN WHCH THE CONVERSATION HAD SWUNG WILDLY AMONG THE
IDEAS OF WHAT EACH WOULD DO WHEN HE HAD DUG “ENOUGH” GOLD.
THAT HAD LED US TO CONSIDER WHAT AMOUNT WE THOUGHT WOULD BE
“enough” for each of us. John settled it.



“Enough,” said he, “is always a little more than a man has.”
THE FOLITICAL SITUATION WAS FRUTFUL OF MUCH IDLE DISCUSSION

ALSO. CALIFORNA HAD NOT BEEN FORVALLY FLACED ON ANY FOOTING
WHATEVER BY THE UNTED STATES CONGRESS. WHATEVER ANY
COMMUNITY DID IN THE WAY OF LEGISLATION OR REGULATION WAS EXTRA-
LEGAL AND SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION. | HAVE HEARD GRAVE DISCUSSIONS
AS TO WHETHER EVEN MURDER COULD BE CONSIDERED A CRIVE, SINCE
in this no-man’s land there was no real law forbidding it!

A GoOD MANY CHNESE DRFTED IN ABOUT THS TIME, AND
ESTABLISHED A CAMP OF THER OWN A SHORT DISTANCE DOWNSTREAM
WE TOOK SOVE PRDE IN THEM AS CUROSITIES, WITH THER QUEER,
THATCHLIKE HATS, THER LOOSE BLUE OLOTHNG, THER FIGTALS \WOUND
TIGHT AROUND THER HEADS, AND THER QUERR YELLOW FACES. THEY
WERE AN UNOBTRUSIVE FEOFLE, SORATCHING AWAY PATIENTLY, THOUGH
SPASMODICALLY, ON THE SURFACE OF THE GROUND. WE SOMETIVES
STROLLED DOAN TO SEE THEM. THEY WERE VERY HOSPITABLE, AND
pleased at the interest they excited.

WE MADE FROM FOURTEEN TO SEVENTEEN OUNCES OF GOLD DUST A
DAY FOR SOME WEEKS, WORKING OUR TWO CRADLES SOMETHNG LIKE
BGHT HOURS A DAY. WITH GOLD AT THE THEN CURRENT RATE OF FOURTEEN
DOLLARS AN OUNCE THS WAS A GOOD RETURN, AND WE WERE QUITE
HAFPY. BESIDES, WE WERE ALWAYS HOPING FOR A BIG STRKE. ONE
DAY, AS | WAS IN THE VERY ACT OF TURNNG MY SHOVELFUL OF DIRT INTO
THE ORADLE, MY EYE CAUGHT A DULL GLEAM. | INSTANTLY DEFLECTED THE
MOTION TO DUVP THE DIRT ON THE STONES ALONGSIDE, FISHED ABOLT,

AND DUG OUT A NUGGET THAT WHGHED THREE AND THREE-QUARTER
OUNCES. THS WAS BY FAR THE LARGEST SINGLE NUGGET FOUND IN THESE
DIGGNGS—FOR MOST OF THE GOLD HERE CAME IN FLAKES—AND IT
ATTRACTED MUCH ATTENTION. IT BELONGED TO ME individually,
because I had not yet dumped it into the cradle.

ABOUT THS TIVE WE HAD TO COME TO SOME SORT OF A DECISION,

FOR OUR FROVISIONS WERE ABOUT EXHAUSTED. WE HAD NO DESIRE TO
REFLENISH OUR STOOK FROM THAT OF THE LOCAL STOREKEEFER. \WE WERE



DONG FRETTY WELL IN THE DIGGINGS, BUT WE HAD ALSO FAIRLY HEALTHY
AFFETTTES, AND | AM CONVINCED THAT AT THE PRCES THAT MAN
CHARGED WE SHOULD HAVE NO MORE THAN KEPT BVEN. WILLIAMS, THE
STOREKEEFER, WAS LEVYING DOUBLE PROFITS, ONE FROM US, AND ONE
FROM THE OVERLAND IMMGRANTS. DON GASPAR PROPOSED WE SEND
OUT VASQUEZ WITH ALL THE HORSES TO RESTOCK AT SUTTER'S FORT. WE
WERE A TRFLE DOUBTFUL AS TO WHETHER VASQUEZ WOULD EVER OOMVE
BACK, BUT DON GASPAR SERVED TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN HS VAN,
FINALLY, THOUGH A LITTLE DOUBTFULLY, WE CAME TO THE RLAN. DON
GASR®R SENT OUT ALSO TO MCCLELAN FOR SAFEKEEPNG HS
ACCUMULATIONS OF GOLD DUST; BUT WE DID NOT GO QUITE THAT FAR. IN
VIENV OF PROBABLE HGH PRICES WE ENTRUSTED HM WITH BGHTEEN
ounces for the purchase of goods.

WHLE HE WAS AWAY WE CAME TO ANOTHER DECSION. [T HAD
BEEN FOR SOVE WEEKS PREFARNG. THE DIGGINGS WERE BECOMING
OVERCROWDED. ALMOST EVERY FOOT OF THE BAR WAS OCCUPIED, AND
MORE MEN WERE COMNG IN EVERY DAY. NO LONGER COUD THE
NEWOOMER BE SURE OF HS COLOUR THE AFTERNOON OF HS ARRIVAL; BUT
WAS FORCED TO PROSPECT HERE AND THERE UP AND DOWN THE RVER
UNTL HE FOUND A RATCH OF THE RAY DRRT. MOST TRUSTED SIMALY TO
LUCK, BUT SOVE HAD SYSTEVS ON WHCH THEY WORKED. | HAVE SEEN
DIVINNG RODS USED. THE BELIEVERS IN CHANCE SERVED TO DO AS
well as any one else.

BUT, ALSO, OUR OWN YIELD WAS DECREASNG. THE LAST WEEK WE
HAD GAINED ONLY NINETEEN OUNCES ALL TOLD. THS MGHT BE MERELY
A LEAN BIT OF MSFORTUNE, OR IT MGHT MEAN THAT WE HAD TAKEN THE
BEST FROM OLR TEN CLAIVS. SINCE THE HUMAN MIND IS PRONE TO
CHANGES, WE INCLNED TO THE LATTER THEORY. WE WERE GETTNG
RESTLESS. NO MNER EVER CAME TO CALIFORNIA WHO DD NOT BELIEVE
FIRVLY THAT HE WOULD HAVE DONE MUCH BETTER HAD HE COME OUT
ONE VOYAGE EARLIER; AND NO MNER EVER FOUND DIGGINGS SO RICH
THAT HE HAD NOT A SNEAKING SUSPICON THAT HE COULD DO EVEN
better “a little farther on.”



OUWR RESTLESSNESS WAS FURTHER INCREASED BY THE FACT THAT WE
WERE NOW SEEING A GOOD DEAL OF SAM BAGSBY, THE HINTER. HE
AND YANK HAD FOUND MUCH IN COMMON, AND FORGATHERED OF
evenings before our campfire.

BAGSBY WAS A MAN OF OVER FFTY, TALL AND STRAIGHT AS A
YOUNGSTER, WITH A SHORT WHITE BEARD, A GRAY EYE, AND HARD,
TANNED FLESH. HE WAS A TYRCAL ROOKY MOUNTAIN MAN, WEARNG
EVEN IN THE HOTTEST WEATHER HS FUR CAP WITH THE TALL HANGING
BEHND, HS DEERSKIN MOOCASNS, AND HS FRNGED BUCKSKIN
HUNTING SHRT. MINNG POSSESSED NO INTEREST FOR HM WHATEVER.

HE WAS BY PROFESSION A TRAPFER, AND HE HAD CROSSED THE FLAINS
a half-dozen times.

“NO MNNG FOR ME” HE STATED EVPHATICALLY. “| PADDLED
AROUND AFTER THE STUFF FOR A WHLE, TILL MY HANDS SWELLED WP LKE
PISON, AND MY BACK CREAKED LIKE A FROZEN PINE TREE IN THE WIND.

THEN | QuUIT, AND | STAYED QUIT. 'M A HINTER, AND I'M MAKIN' A
good livin', because | ain’t very particular on how I live.”

HE AND YANK SMOKED INTERVINABLE PFES, AND SWAPPED
YARNS. JOHNNY AND | LIKED NOTHNG BETTER THAN TO KEEP QUET AND
LISTEN TO THBV. BAGSBY HAD COVE OUT WITH CAPTAN SUTTER; AND
TOLD OF THAT DOUGHTY SOLDER'S EARLY SKIRVISHES WITH THE INDIANS.
His TALES OF THE MOLNTANS, THE FLANS, AND THE GAME AND
INDANS WERE SO MUCH ROMANCE TO US; AND WE BOTH WISHED
HEARTILY THAT FATE COULD HAVE ALLOMED US A CHANCE AT SUCH
adventures.

“BUr WHY DONT YOU FELLOAS BRANCH OUT?” BAGSBY ALWAYS
BNDED. “WHAT DO YOU WANT TO STIK HERE FOR LKE A LOT OF
GROUNDHOGS? THERE'S RIVERS BACK IN THE HLLS A HEAP BETTER THAN
THS ONE, AND NOBODY THAR YOUD HAVE THE ALACE ALLMB TO
yoreselves. Git in where the mountains is really mountainous.”

THEN HE WOULD DETAIL AT LENGTH AND SLOMY HS ACOOUNT OF THE
GREAT MOUNTAINS, DEEP CARONS, THE SHADOWS OF FORESTS, RIDGES
HGH UP ABOVE THE WORLD, AND GORGES FAR WITHN THE BOWELS OF



THE EARTH THROUGH WHICH DASHED WHTE TORRENTS. WE GATHERED
AND PECED TOGETHER IDEAS OF GREAT ICE AND SNOW MOUNTAINS,

AND SUN\WARVED BARS BELOW THEM, AND BEARS AND DEER, AND A

HGH CLEAR AR BREATHNG THROUGH A VAST, BEAUTIFUL AND SOLITARY
WILDERNESS. THE ACTURE ITSELF WAS ENOUGH TO SET BOUNDNG THE
PULSES OF ANY YOUNG MAN, WITH A DROP OF ADVENTURE IN HS VENS.
BUT ALSO BAGSBY WAS CONVINCED THAT THERE WE SHOULD FIND RCHER
diggings than any yet discovered.

“IT STANDS TO REASON,” HE ARGUED, “THAT THE FARTHER P YOU GIT,
THE MORE GOLD THERE 1S. ALL THS LOOSE STUFF YERE IS JUST WHAT
WASHED DOWN FROM THE MAIN SUFFLY.. IF YOU BOYS REELY WANTS RICH
DIGGNGS, THEN YOU WANT TO PUSH UP INTO THE POROUPNE RVER
country.”

BUT WITH THS GLOWING AND VIVID IMFRESSION WE GATHERED
ANOTHER THAT OF A TRACKLESS WILDERNESS, FEARFUL ABYSSES DOWN
WHCH TO FIND A WAY, LABYRINTHNE DEFILES, GREAT FORESTS. NONE OF
US KNEW HOW TO COPE WITH THESE THNGS. YANK, THE BEST
woodsman of us all, had had no experience in mountains. None
OF US KNEW ANYTHNG OF INDAN WARFARE. NONE OF US HAD THE LEAST
IDEA THAT WE COULD FIND POROUPNE RIVER, EVEN IF WE WERE TO BE
given accurate directions on how to get there.

NEVERTHELESS THE IDEA WITH US HAD BEEN GROWNG. SOME OF
THE BOLDER SPIRITS AMONG OUR ACQUAINTANCES USED TO TALK IT OVER
WITH US AT ODD TIVES—-MCNALLY, BUK BARRY, AND HS FARTNER,
MiSSOUR JONES. WE DD NOT DISCUSS IT AS A FLAN, HARDLY AS A
POSSBILITY, MERALY AS A ALEASANT THEVE WE FOUND, AND
ADVANCED ANY AMOUNT OF OBJECTIONS—THE UNCERTAINTY OF FINDNG
ANY GOLD AT ALL, THE EXPENSE OF SUCH A JOURNEY, THE DANGER FROM
INDIANS, THE FACT THAT WE OOULD FIND OTHER PROVED DIGGINGS MUCH
NEARER, AND A HALF HUNDRED OTHERS. THE MOMENT ONE OF US HAD
ADVANCED ONE OF THESE OBJECTIONS HE WAS AT ONCE HVBELF THE
MOST EAGER TO DEMOLISH IT. THUS WE GRADUALLY WORKED OURSELVES
toward enthusiasm.



“IF SAM BAGSBY WOULD JON US, IT MGHT BE WORTH TRYING,” WE
came to at last.

But Sam Bagsby scouted any such idea.

“I AN'T THAT KIND OF A TOM-FOOL,” SAID HE. “IF | WANT TO FADDLE MY
HANDS BLUE I'D DO IT YERE | COUDNT MAKE MOREN A LVING
ANYWAY. | TEHL YOU | ANT GOT NO USE FOR YORE FRA'RE DOG
grubbing!”

Then McNally had an inspiration.

“Will you go, Sam, if we pay you for going?” he asked.

“SURE,” REFLIED THE TRAFFER AT ONCE. “I'M A LABOURNG MAN, I'LL
go anywhar I'm paid to go.”

IT CAME OUT THAT BAGSBY'S IDEAS OF PROPER CONVFENSATION
WERE HS SUPFLIES, FIFTEEN DOLLARS A WEEK IN GOLD, AND A DRINK OF
whiskey twice a day! In all this gold country he was the only man
| MET WHO GENUNELY DESPISED MONEY. | REALLY THNK WE WERE
HURRIED TO OUR DECISION BY THS UNEXPECTED REASONABLENESS ON
his part. At any rate we decided definitely to go.






CHAPTER XXI
WE LEAVE THE DIGGINGS

THERE WERE NINE OF US—BAGSBY, YANK, JOHNNY FARFAX, MYSELF,
DoN GAsmR, VAsQUEz, MANALLY, Buxx BARRY, AND MISSOR
JONES. WE POSSESSED, IN ALL, JUST NINE HORSES. YANK, VASQUEZ,
BAGSBY, AND JONES DROVE BGHT OF THEM OUT AGAN TO SUTTER'S
FORT FOR PROVISIONS—D ON GASRR' S BEAUTIFUL CHESTNUT REFUSED TO
BE A PACK-HORSE ON ANY TERVS. WE TOOK THE OFFORTUNITY OF
SENDNG OUR ACCUMULATIONS OF GOLD DUST TO TALBOT FOR
SAFEKEEPNG. | DO NOT KNOW JUST HOW MUCH MY COMVPANIONS
FORWARDED. OF COURSE | COULD COVPUTE THER SHARES; BUT HAD NO
MEANS OF TELLING JUST WHAT DEDUCTIONS TO ALLOW FOR THE DELIGHTS OF
HANGMAN'S GULCH. FOR TALBOT | LAID ASIDE AS HS SHARE OF OLR
ENTIRE PRODUCT OF FOUR HUNDRED AND BIGHTY-SIX OUNCES A TOTAL OF
ONE HUNDRED AND TEN OUNCES. THS INCLUDED THE HALF OF MY OWN
SHARE, AS AGREED. ROUGHLY SPEAKING, THE VALUE OF A PARTNERSHP
THRD, AFTER DON GASPR'S FORTION HAD BEEN DEDUCTED, WAS A
TRFLE OVER A THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR SX WEEKS WORK. THERE
SERVED TO US ALSO AN EXCELLENT CHANCE TO REALIZE SOVETHING ON

THE TWO CRADLES. | WENT ABOUT ANONG THE MNERS, AND WITHOUT
TROUBLE GOT BIDS FOR A HUNDRED DOLLARS EACH. JOHNNY WAS BY NO
VEANS SATISFIED WITH THS. HE INSISTED THAT LATE IN THE AFTERNOON

WE DRAG THE FORMDABLE ENGINES UP THE TRAIL TO THE TOWN, WHERE

HE DEFOSITED THEM IN THE MDODLE OF THE STREET. THRE HE
PROCEEDED TO AUCTION THEM, ATTRACTING THE CROAD BY THE SIVFLE
EXPEDIENT OF FRNG HS COLT'S REVOLVER. THE BIDDING WAS SLUGGISH

AT FIRST, BUT JOHNNY'S FACETIOUS ORATORY WARMED IT. THE FIRST
cradle was knocked down at one hundred and sixty dollars. The
SECOND WAS ABOUT TO GO FOR AFFROXIVATELY THE SAME AMOUNT,



when Johnny held up his hand.

“GENTLEVEN,” SAID HE IMPRESSIVELY, “l DO NOT THNK YOU QUITE
REALIZE THAT FOR WHAT YOU ARE BIDDING. THIS IS NO ORDINARY CRADLE,
LKE THE OTHER THS IS THE VERY IDENTICAL WARRANTED GENUNE
CRADLE INTO WHCH THAT ENORVOUS LUVP OF GOLD, WHGHNG THREE
AND THREE-QUARTER OUNCES—THE FINEST NUGGET EVER UNEARTHED AT
HANGVAN'S GULCH+WAS  about fo be SHOVELLED BY THAT LARGEST
AND MOST ENORMOUS LUMP OF A LAD, THE GENTLEVAN AT MY RIGHT,
WHEN SHZED UFON AND CLAIMED AS FRVATE FROPERTY N
ACOORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THESE DIGGNGS. THS IS THE VERY
identical historical cradle! Now, how much am | bid!”

THE CROWD LAUGHED-BUT IT BD! WE GOT TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY
dollars for it.

OUWR PURVEYORS RETURNED THE SECOND DAY AFTER. THEY REFORTED
PRCES VERY HGH AT SUTTER'S FORT, AND A GREAT CONGESTION OF
PEOFLE THERE, BOTH OF THOSE ASCENDNG THE RVER FROM SAN
FRANCISCO, AND OF OVERLANDERS. PRICES HAD OONSEQUENTLY GONE
UP. INDEED, SO HGH WERE ALL FROVISIONS THAT OUR HARD-HEADED
PARTNERS HAD CONTENTED THEVSELVES WITH BUYING ONLY SOME
QOFFEE, DRIED BEEF, AND FLOUR. THEY HAD PURCHASED ALSO A FURTHER
SUPALY OF POWDER AND BALLS, AND A RIFLE APIECE FOR SUCH OF US AS
ALREADY HAD NONE. THE WEAPONS WERE VERY EXPENSIVE, AND WE
found THAT OUR SAVINGS HAD BEEN MUCH EATEN INTO. WE COLLECTED
OLR EFFECTS, PACKED THEM, AS MANY OF THEM AS WE WERE ABLE,
and sunk to sleep in a pleasing tingle of excitement.

BAGSBY GOT US UP LONG BEFORE DAYLIGHT. THE AR WAS CHLLY, IN
OONTRAST TO THE TERRFIC HEATS TO BE EXPECTED LATER IN THE DAY, SO
we hastened to finish our packing, and at dawn were off.

BAGSBY STRUCK IMVEDIATELY AWAY FROM THE MAIN ROAD TOWARD
THE NORTH. THE OCOUNTRY WE TRAVERSED WAS ONE OF WIDE, WOODY
BOTTOMS SEFARATED BY ROCKY HLLS. THE TRAFFER PROVED TO BE AN
EXCELLENT GUDE. SEEMINGLY BY A SORT OF INSTINCT HE WAS ABLE TO
JUDGE WHERE A WAY WOULD FROVE FRACTICABLE FOR OLR ANMALS



DOWN INTO OR UP OUT OF THE NUVEROUS CARIONS AND RAVINES. [T WAS
BORNE IN ON NE VERY FORCBLY HOW MUCH HAMPERED WE SHOULD
HAVE BEEN BY OUR INEXPERENCE HAD WE TRED IT ALONE THE
OOUNTRY MOUNTED GRADUALLY. FROM SOVE OF THE HGHER POINTS WE
OOULD SEE OUT OVER THE LOWLANDS LOST IN A BROWN HEAT-HAZE. DEER
WERE NUVEROUS, AND A SPECIES OF HARE, AND THE HELVETED QUALL.

THE SUIN WAS VERY HOT; BUT THE AR WAS CURIOUSLY STREAKED WITH
OOOLNESS AND WITH A FIERCE DRY HEAT AS THOUGH FROM AN OPFENED
FURNACE DOOR. ALL THE GRASS WAS BROWN AND CRISP. DARKER AND
MORE ABRUPT MOUNTANS SHOWED THEVSELVES IN THE DISTANCE,
with an occasional peak of white and glittering snow.

UNTIL ABOUT THREE O'QLOCK WE JOURNEYED THROUGH A OOMRLETE
SOLITUDE. THEN WE CANE UPON SOVE MEN DIGGING IN A DRY WASH.

THEY HAD PLED UP A GREAT HEAP OF DIRT FROM A HOLE. WE STOPPED

AND TALKED TO THEM, AND DISCOVERED THAT THEY WERE WORKING
WHAT THEY CALLED “DRY DIGGNGS.” THE FAY DRT THEY EXCAVATED
FROM WHEREVER THEY FOUND IT PLED IT IN' A CONVENENT FLACE, AND
THERE LEFT IT UNTIL THE RAINS SHOULD PERMIT TS WASHNG. THEY
CLAMED THER DRT WOULD PROVE TO BE VERY RCH; BUT | THOUGHT
MYSELF THAT THEY WERE LABOURNG IN GREAT FAITH. ALSO WE LEARNED
WHAT BAGSBY HAD KNOWN RGHT ALONG, BUT WHCH HE HAD NOT
BOTHERED TO TELL US; THAT WE WERE NOW ABOUT TO CROSS THE MAN
Overland Trail.

WE STOPPED THAT NIGHT NEAR THE ROAD, AND AT A WAYSIDE INN OR
ROAD HOUSE OF LOGS KEPT BY A MOST INTERESTING MAN. HE SERVED
US AN EXCELLENT MEAL, INCLUDING REAL EGGS, AND AFTERWARD JONED
US AROUND THE FRE. HE WAS AN [TALIAN, SHORT, STRONGLY BULT, WITH
CLOSE OLRLY HAR, A ROLLICKING, GOOD-NATURED FACE, AND WITH TINY
GOLD RNGS IN HS EARS. JOHNNY AND HE DID MOST OF THE TALKING,
WHLE WE LISTENED. NO PART OF THE QVILIZED WORLD SERVED TO HAVE
BEEN UNVISITED BY THS FAR. JOH\NY MENTIONED PARSS, OUR HOST
ADDED AN INTIVATE DETAL AS TO SOME LITTLE STREET, LONDON
AFFEARED TO BE KNOWN TO THEM FROM ONE END TO THE OTHER,



BERUN, EDNBURGH, ST. PETERSBURG EVEN; AND A HOST OF OTHER LITTLE
FELLOWS WHOSE NAMES | NEVER KNEW BEFORE AND CANNOT
REVEMBER NOW. THEY SWAFPED REMINSCENCES OF THE STREETS;

THE RESTAURANTS, AND THE WAITERS AND FROPRETORS THERECF, THE
ALLEYS AND BY-WAYS, THE PARKS AND LITTLE ALACES. | KNEW, N A
general way, that Johnny had done the grand tour; but the Italian
WITH HS GOLD EARRNGS AND HS STRONG, BROWN, GOOD-HUVOURED
PEASANT FACE PUZZLED ME COVFLETELY. HOW CAME HE TO BE SO
TRAVELLED? SO INTIVATELY TRAVELLED? HE WAS NO SAILOR; THAT | SOON
determined.

THE TWO OF THEM BECANE THOROUGHLY INTERESTED; BUT AFTER A
TIVE THE NATVE COURTESY OF THE [TALIAN ASSERTED ISEF. HE
EVIDENTLY THOUGHT WE MGHT FEEL LEFT OUT OF IT; THOUGH | THN\K THE
others were, like myself, quite fascinated.

“YOU LKA MUSIC?” HE SMLED AT US ENGAGNGLY. “| GETTA MY
ltalian fiddle? No?”

HE AROSE AT OUR EAGER ASSENT, PUSHED ASIDE A BLANKET THAT
SCREENED OFF ONE END OF THE LOG CABIN, AND PRODUCED HS “ITALIAN
fiddle’—a hand-organ!

AT ONCE THE SOLUTION OF THE WIDE WANDERNG AMONG THE MANY
CIMES, THE INTIVATE KNOWLEDGE OF STREETS AND OF PUBLIC PLACES
BURST LPFON MY COMPREHENSION. | COULD SEE OUR HOST LOOKING
UPWARD, HS STRONG WHITE TEETH ALASHNG IN AN INGRATIATING
FASCINATING SMLE, HS RIGHT ARV REVOLVING WITH THE CRANK OF HS
ORGAN, HS LITTLE BROWN MONKEY WITH THE RED OOAT AND THE ANXIOUS
face clambering—

NEXT MORNNG WE CROSSED THE OVERAND TRAIL, AND FLUNGED
INTO A NBW COUNTRY OF PINES, OF HGH HLLS, OF DEEP CARONS, AND
BOLD, ROOKY RDGES. THE OFEN SPACES WE HAD LEFT BEHND, AND
THE GREAT HEATS. WATER FLOWED IN ALMOST EVERY RAVINE, AND ALONG
ITS COURSES GREW GREEN GRASS AND WILD FLOWERS. EVERY LITTLE WHLE
WE WOULD COVE UPON OPENINGS IN THE FOREST, CLEAR MEADOWS
SPANGLED WITH BLOSSOMS; OR OCCASIONALLY WE WOULD SKIRT HGH



BALD KNOBS OF ROCK AROUND WHCH WAS STIFF BRUSH. FOR SOVE
MLES WE COULD JOURNEY AT EASE THROUGH CLEAR WOODS, THEN
WOULD ENCOLNTER A GASH IN THE EARTH INTO WHCH, AT SOME
EXPENSE OF TRAL, WE WOULD HAVE TO FIND A WAY. AT FIRST EVERY
STREAM BED WAS DOTTED WITH THE RED SHRTS OF MNERS. THEY
BECANE FEAVER AS WE ADVANCED, UNTIL FINALLY THE LAST FAR HAD
BEEN LEFT BEHND. VWE CAMPED THAT NIGHT AT THE EDGE OF ONE OF
the meadows, beneath pine trees. The air turned very chilly. We
BULT OURSHLVES A FIRE OF DRED BRANCHES FROM THE TRESS. IN THE
MEADOW THE HORSES CROPPED EAGERLY AT THE LUSH GREEN FEED,
their bells tinkling pleasantly.

NOTHNG MORE REVOTE COUD BE IMAGNED. NEVERTHELESS
BAGsBY, DON GASmR, AND VASQUEZ WERE NOT SATISFIED. THEY
CONSULTED AT LENGTH AND ARART, THEN BAGSBY ANNOUNCED THAT
SENTRES MUST STAND WATOHES. VWE GRUVBLED AT THS, BUT BAGSBY
WAS FIRV, AND AS WE HAD AGREED TO OBEY HS COMVANDS WE DID
SO NOW. DON GASFAR EXFLANED TO US LATER THAT THE MEXICAN
THEVES WOULD TRAL A RARTY LKE OURS FOR DAYS, AWAMNG THE
CHANCE TO MAKE OFF WITH THE HORSES. BAGSBY ALSO CHOSE THE
SENTINELS, SHECTNG HMSELF, YANK, VASQUEZ, AND MISSOR
JONES. ONCE WRAFPED IN MY WARM BLANKET | FOUND MYSELF
SEFSHY GLAD THAT My EXPERENCE HAD NOT BEEN CONSIDERED
worth trusting.

THE THRD DAY WE OCCUPED IN SURVOUNTNG A TREVENDOUS
RDGE OF MOUNTANS. WE CLIMBED FOR HOURS, WORKING OLR WAY LP
BY ZIGZAG AND LONG SLANTS THROUGH THE PINES, THE ROCKY OQUTCROPS,
THE LEDGES, AND THE STIFF BRUSH THAT MADE UP THE SLOFE. IT WAS
HARD WORK; AND IT SEEMED TO HAVE NO END. WE ARRVED AT LAST ON
A KNFE-EDGE SUWMT. HERE THE TREES WERE FEAVER. WE LOOKED
ABROAD OVER THE COUNTRY WE HAD TRAVERSED, AND THAT WHCH LAY
BEFORE US—A SUCCESSION OF DARK, DM, UNDULATING RDGES WITH
CARONS AND VALLEYS BETWEEN, SLANTING FROM THE GREAT RANGES AT
THE RGHT TO BROMN ROLLNG HLLS AND THE HEAT-OOVERED, HALF



GUESSED FLANS. IMVEDIATELY BELOW US, VERY FAR DOWN, WAS A
TOY-LIKE VALLEY, WITH LOW HLLS, AND FLAT FLACES, AND GROVES OF BLFIN
trees, and a twisting bottle green river with white rapids.

“Thar’s the Porcupine,” Bagsby told us briefly.

WE TOOK A LOOK, THEN FLUNGED INTO THE TANGLES AND DIFFICULTIES
OF THE DESCENT. JUST AT SUNDOWN, OUR KNEES BENDING UNDER US,

WE CAME OFF THAT TERRFIC SLANT TO A GRATEFUL WIDE FLAT, GROWN \MTH
SCATTERED OAKS, AND COVERED WITH FINE BROWN GRASS. A LITTLE
SPRNG STREAM WANDERED THROUGH THE MEADOW TOWARD THE RVER

on the other side of the valley.

WE CAVPED RGHT THERE, DUVPING THE PACKS FROM THE HORSES
ALMOST ANYHOW. AFTER A HEARTY MEAL, WE ROLLED OURSHVES
IMVEDIATELY INTO OUR BLANKETS AND FELL INTO A GRATEFUL SLEEP TO
the tune of the distant river murmuring over the shingle.






CHAPTER XXII
THE STRIKE

WE AWOKE NEXT MORNNG TO A BRGHT DAY. THE HELMETED QUALL
WERE CALLING; THE BEES WERE JUST BEGINNING A SUIN\WARVED HUM
ANMONG THE BUSHES; A LANGUOROUS WARMTH HUNG IN THE AR, AND A
SUNDAY STILLNESS. [T WAS AS THOUGH WE AWAKENED TO A NEW
WORLD, UNTRODDEN BY MEN, WHCH WAS, INDEED, A GOOD DEAL THE
case.

WHLE WE ATE BREAKFAST WE DISCUSSED OUR ALANS. THE FIRST
NECESSITY, OF OOURSE, WAS TO FIND OUT ABOUT GOLD. TO THAT END WE
AGREED TO SEARATE FOR THE DAY, PROSPECTING FAR AND WIDE.
BAGSBY KEPT CAMP, AND AN EYE ON THE HORSES. HE DSPLAYED
LITTLE INTEREST IN THE GOLD PROFOSITION; BUT INSISTED STRONGLY THAT
we should carry both our rifles and revolvers.

IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO DESCRBE THE THRLL OF ANTICPATION \WTH
WHCH | SET OFF WP THE VALLEY. THE RLACE WAS SO NEW, SO
UNTOUCHED, SO ABSOLUTELY UNKNOWN. THE HGH RDGES ON HTHER
SIDE FROAWNED DOWN AUSTERELY ON THE LITTLE MEADOWS THAT SMLED
BACK QUITE UNABASHED. AS | CROSSED THE BROWN DRY NEADOW
TOWARD THE RVER A OOVEY OF QUALL WHRRED AWAY BEFORE ME, LI,
AND PACED OFF AT A GREAT RATE. TWO BIG GROUSE ROARED FROM A
thicket.

THE RVER WAS A BEAUTIFUL, CLEAR STREAM, WITH GREEN WAVERY
WATER WHRLING DARKLY IN POOLS, OR BREAKNG WHTE ~ AMONG THE
STONES. AS MY SHADOW FELL UFON IT, | CAUGHT A GLIMPSE OF A BIG
TROUT SCURRYING INTO THE DARKNESS BENEATH A BOULDER. PICKING MY
WAY AMONG THE LOOSE STONES | SELECTED A LIKELY PLACE ON THE BAR
and struck home my pick.



| HAVE SINCE REPEATED THE SENSATIONS OF THAT DAY—ON A
SMALLER SCALE OF COURSE-IN WHFPNG UNTRED TROUT WATERS; SAVE
EARLY EXCTEVENT AND ENTHUSIASM, SAME EAGER SUSTANED
PERSISTENCE IN FACE OF FAILURE, SAVE INCREDULOUS SLOWING DOWN,
SAME ULTIMATE DISCOURAGEVENT, DISBELIEF AND DISGUST. ALL THAT
DAY | SHOVELLED AND FANNED. THE EARLY MORNING FRESHNESS SOON
DISSIPATED. BETWEEN THE HGH MOUNTAIN WALLS THE HEAT REFLECTED.

ALL THE QUAIL STOOD BENEATH THE SHADE OF BUSHES, THER BEAKS
half open as though panting. The birds that had sung so sweetly
IN THE EARLY MORNING HAD SOVBAHERE SOUGHT REFOSE. | couD
OCCASIONALLY CATCH GLIMPSES OF OUR HORSES DOZING UNDER TREES.
EVEN THE CHRPING INSECTS WERE STILL. AS FAR AS | COULD MAKE OUT |
WAS THE ONLY LIVING THNG FOOLISH ENOUGH TO STAY ABROAD AND
AWAKE IN THAT SUFFOCATING HEAT. THE SWEAT DRFPED FROM ME IN
STREAMS; MY EYES ACHED FROM THE GLARE OF THE SUN ON THE ROCKS
AND THE BLEACHED GRASSES. TOWARD THE CLOSE OF THE AFTERNOON |
CONFESSED SNEAKINGLY TO MYSELF THAT | WAS JUST A LITTLE GLAD | HAD
FOUND NO GOLD AND THAT | HOPED THE OTHERS HAD BEEN EQUALLY
UNFORTUNATE. THE THOUGHT OF WORKING DAY AFTER DAY IN THAT FURNACE
heat was too much for me.

MY HOPES WERE FULFILLED. ALL CAME IN THAT NIGHT TIRED, HOT, DRTY,
AND DISCOURAGED. NOT ONE OF THE BGHT OF US HAD RAISED A SIGN
of colour.

“WEL,” SAD BAGSBY PHLOSOPHCALLY, “THAT'S ALL RGHT. We've
just got to go higher. To-morrow we’ll move upstream.”

ACCORDNGLY NEXT DAY WE TURNED AT RGHT ANGLES TO OUR FORVER
ROUTE AND FOLLOWED UP THE BED OF THE CARON TEN OR TWELVE MLES
TOWARD THE DISTANT MAIN RANGES. [T WAS, IN GENERAL, RATHER HARD
SCRABBLING FOR THE HORSES, THOUGH WE FOOTVEN DID WELL ENOUGH.
SOVETIVES WE CROSSED WIDE FLATS, RESEVBLING THE ONE WE HAD
JUST LEFT; AGAN, WHERE THE CARON NARROWED, WE HAD ACTUALLY TO
STUVBLE IN THE ROCKS OF THE STREAM BED. TWICE WE FORDED, AND
TWICE WE HAD TO MAKE GREAT CLIVBS UP AND DOWN AGAIN IN ORDER



TO GET BY PONTS THAT CAME BOLDLY DOAN TO THE RVER [T WAS
CURIOUS TO SEE THE NATURE OF THE COUNTRY CHANGE. THE PINES ON
THE MOUNTAINS TO OUR RGHT AND LEFT SERVED TO PUSH DOWN NEARER
TO OUR LEVEL; THE GRASS TURNED GREEN; THE STREAM NARROWED AND
BECAME SWIFTER, THE SKY SEEMED TO TURN BLUER, AND FROM THE
ranges breathed a cool, refreshing wind.

ABOUT FOR OQLOCK WE CAVPED. THE FLAT WAS GREEN, LITILE
CLUVPS OF CEDAR PUSHED OUT ACROSS IT; THE OAKS HAD GIVEN FLACE
TO COTTONWMOODS; WE HAD NOW TO MAKE AOCQUAINTANCE WITH NEW
BIRDS. BUT WHAT PARTICULARLY INTERESTED US WAS THE FACT THAT AT THS
POINT THE HGH CARION WALLS AT HTHER SIDE BROKE INTO ROUNDER HLLS
THAT OPENED OUT WIDELY, AND THAT FROM AMONG THEM DESCENDED
many ravines, barrancas, and dry washes.

THE FOLLOMNG MORNNG WE WENT PROSFECTNG AGAN. My
INSTRUCTIONS WERE FOR THE DRY WASHES IN THE SIDES OF THE HLLS.
ACOORDNGLY | SCRAVBLED UP AMONG THE BOULDERS IN THE NEAREST
V-SHAFED RAVINE. | HAD HARDLY TO LOOK AT ALL. BEHND A LARGE
BOUDER LAY A LITTLE CURLKE DEFRESSION OF STONES IN WHCH
EVIDENTLY HAD STOOD A RECENTLY EVAPORATED FOOL OF WATER, AND
WHCH, IN CONSEQUENCE, WAS FREE FROM THE USUAL DUSTY RUBBLE. IN
THE INTERSTICES BETWEEN THE STONES MY EYE CAUGHT A DULL GLITTER |
FELL ON MY KNEES, DUG ABOUT WITH THE FONT OF MY BOWE KNIFE,
AND SO UNEARTHED SMALL NUGGETS AGGREGATING FROBABLY A HALF
ounce in weight.

ALTHOUGH MGHTLLY TEVPTED TO STAY FOR MORE, | MNDED OWR
AGREEVENT TO REFORT PROVPILY THE FIRST DISCOVERY, AND STARTED
BACK TO CAMP. WHY | DD NOT OOME A HEADER IN THAT FEARFUL,
BOULDER-STREAWN WASH | CANNOT TELL YOU. CERTAINLY | TOOK NO CARE OF
MY GOING, BUT LEAPED RECKLESSLY FROM ROCK TO ROCK LIKE A GOAT.
WHEN | REACHED THE FLAT, | RAN, WHOOPING LIKE AN INDAN. FROM THE
RVER | 0OULD SEE JOHNNY AND BUK BARRY RUNNING, TOO, AND HAD
SENSE ENOUGH TO LAUGH AS IT OCCURRED TO ME THEY MUST THNK US
ATTACKED BY INDIANS. FAR DOWN THE STREAM | OOULD JUST MAKE OUT



FIGURES | KNEw TO BE YANK AND MCNALLY. THEY TOO SEBVED TO BE
OOMNG TO CAMP, THOUGH | COULD NOT IMAGINE THAT MY SHOUTS HAD
carried so far.

| BURST IN ON BAGSBY, WHO WAS SMOKING HS PIPE AND LESURELY
washing the breakfast dishes, with a whoop, lifted him bodily by
THE SHOULDERS, WHRLED HM AROUND IN A CLUMSY DANCE. HE AVED
A SWIFE AT VE WITH THE WET DISH CLOTH THAT CAUGHT ME ACROSS THE
eyes.

“You tarnation young grizzly b’ar!” said he.

| WIPED THE WATER FROM MY EYES. JOHNNY AND BUCK BARRY RAN
UP. SOMEHOW THEY DID NOT SEEM TO BE ANTICRATING AN INDAN
attack after all. Johnny ran up to thump me on the back.

“Isn'tit greafl” He CRED. “RIGHT OFF THE REEL! FIRST POP! BAGSBY,
OLD SPORT, YOURE A WONDRR” HE STARTED FOR BAGSBY, WHO
promptly rushed for his long rifle.

“I'm going to kill the first lunatic | see,” he announced.

JOHNNY LAUGHED EXCTEDLY, AND TURNED BACK TO THUMP ME
again.

“How did you guess what it was?” | asked.

“Didn’t. Just blundered oniit.”

“What!” | yelled. “Have you struck it, too?”

“First shovel,” said Johnny. “But you don’'t mean—"

I thrust my three nuggets under his eyes.

“SAY,” BROKE N BUXX BARRY, “IF YOU FELLOWS KNOW WHERE THE
whiskey is, hide it, and hide it quick. If | see it, I'll get drunk!”

YANK AND MONALLY AT THS MOVENT STROLLED FROM AROUND THE
bushes. We all burst out on them.

“SEE YOR FOOL NUGGETS AND ‘COLOLR’ AND RAISE YOU THS,”
DRAWLED YANK, AND HE HAULED FROM HS POCKET THE VERY LARGEST
CHUNK OF VIRGIN GOLD IT HAS EVER BEEN MY GOOD FORTUNE TO BEHOLD.

IT WAS IRREGULAR IN SHAFE, AITTED AND SOORED, SHAPED A GOOD
DEAL LKE AN EGG, AND NEARY TS SZE ONE FOUND AND A TINY



FRACTION THAT GREAT NUGGET BALANCED-WHEN WE GOT AROUND TO
WHGHNG IT. AND THEN TO CROWN THE GLORIOUS DAY WHCH THE GODS
WERE BRIVMING FOR US, CAME DON GASPAR AND VASQUEZ, TRAILED
BY THAT LONG AND SATURNNE INDIVIDUAL, MISSOUR JONES. THE
SPANARDS WERE OUTWARDLY CALM, BUT THER EYES SNAFFED. AS
soon as they saw us they waved their hats.

“AH ALSO YOU HAVE FOUND THE GOLD!I” CRED DON GASMR,
SENSING IMVEDIATELY THE SIGNIFICANCE OF OUR PRESENCE. “WE,
TOO. IT IS OF GOOD COLOUR, THERE ABOVE BY THE BEND.” HIS EYE
WDENED AS HE SAW WHAT YANK HELD. “ Madre de dios!"
murmured.

MCNALLY, WHO HAD SAID AND DONE NOTHING, SUDDENLY UTTERED A
RESOUNDING WHOOP AND STOOD ON HS HANDS. MISSOUR JONES,
TAKING AIM, SPAT CAREFULLY INTO THE CENTRE OF THE FIRE, MSSING THE
dishpan by a calculated and accurate inch.

“The country is just lousy with gold,” he pronounced.

THEN WE BLEW UP. WE HUGGED EACH OTHER, WE POUNDED EACH
OTHER' S BACKS, WE BVILATED MCNALLY’S WILD IRSH WHOOPS, FINALLY
we joined hands and danced around and around the remains of
THE FRE, KICKING UP OLR HEELS ABSURDLY. BAGSBY, A LEATHERY GRN
ON HS FACE, STOOD OFF ONE SIDE. HE STILL HELD HS LONG-BARRELLED
rifle, which he presented at whoever neared him.

“l THL YOU, LOOK OUTl” HE KEPT SAYNG OVER AND OVER “I'M
SHOOTIN' LUNATICS TO-DAY; AND APRARENTLY THERE'S FLENTY GAME TO
choose from.”






CHAPTER XXl
THE CAMP ON THE
PORCUPINE

WE SHOULD ALL HAVE LIKED TO START RGHT IN DIGGNG, BUT BAGSBY
strenuously opposed this.

“YOU-ALL HAVE A RCH DIGGINGS YERE,” SAID HE, “AND YOU WANT TO
STAY A WHLE AND GIT THE MOST THERE IS OUT OF THEM. AND IF YOU'RE
GOING TO DO THAT, YOU'VE GOT TO GET A GOOD READY. YOU'VE GOT
MAKE A DECENT CAMP, AND A STOCKADE FOR THE HOSSES AT NIGHT,

AND IF YOU WANT YORE GRUB TO LAST YOU MORE THAN A MONTH THERE'S
got to be some reg’lar hunting and fishing done.”

“That'll take a week!” cried Johnny impatiently.

“OR MORE,” AGREED BAGSBY WITH ENTIRE COMRLACENCE. “YOU
CAN BULL AT IT AND GO TO T ARNG UP THE SCENERY IF YOU WANT TO; BUT
you won't last long.”

UNPALATABLE AS THS ADVICE SEBVED, WITH ALL THE LOOSE GOLD
LYING ABOUT, WE ENDED BY ADOPTING IT. INDEED, WE ADDED SLIGHTLY
TO OUR SELF-IMPOSED TASKS BY DETERMNING ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF
CRADLES. YANK HAD FAGURED OUT A SCHEVE HAVING TO DO WITH
HOLLOWED LOGS AND CANVAS WITH CLEATS THAT WOULD OBVIATE THE
NEED OF LUVBER. WE DEPUTED JOHNNY TO HELP HM. BAGSBY AND
VASQUEZ WERE TO HUNT AND FISH FOR THE GENERAL BENEFIT, WHLE THE
rest of us put up a stockade, or corral, and erected a cabin.

| MUST CONFESS THE LABOULR WAS FLEASANT. WE HAD FLENTY of
AXES, AND FOUR OF US WERE SKILLED IN THER USE. PERSONALLY | LKE
NOTHNG BETTER THAN THE EXEROISE OF SWINGING A KEEN BLADE, THE
FEELING OF SKILLFUL ACCURACY AND OF NICELY ADJUSTED EFFORT. WE



FELLED DOZENS, HUNDREDS, OF TALL YOUNG PINES HGHT INCHES TO A
FOOT IN DIAMETER, AND FLANTED THEM UFRIGHT IN A TRENCH TO FORM A
STOCKADE. THEN WE RAN UP A ROUGH SORT OF CABIN OF TWO ROOVS.
YANK, SOVEAHAT HAMPERED BY JOHNNY, FINSHED HS CRADLES,

AND TURNED IN TO HELP US. BAGSBY AND VASQUEZ BROUGHT IN
SEVERAL DEER AND AN EK, AND TRAFFED MANY QUALL AND HARES.

WE FARED ROYALLY, WORKED HEALTHFULLY IN THE SHADE OF OLR TREES,
AND ENJOYED HUGE SMOKES AND FOWWOWS AROUND OUR FIRE OF AN
EVENNG. EVERY NIGHT WE DROVE THE HORSES WITHIN THE ENCLOSLRE,

and slept heavily.

ALWAYS IN THE BAOKGROUND OF CONSCIOUSNESS LAY THE GOLD, THE
INCREDIBLY ABUNDANT GOLD. [T COLOURED OUR DREANS, IT GILDED OLR
LABOUR. AS WE DREW TO THE END OF OUR CONSTRUCTION WORK, | REALLY
BELIEVE WE EXPERENCED A SLIGHT, A VERY SLIGHT, FEELING OF REGRET
THAT THS FINE FLAVOUR OF ANTICRATION WAS SO NEARLY AT AN END.
However, | noticed that though we completed the house at three
OF THE AFTERNOON, WE NONE OF US SHOWED ANY DISFOSITION TO WAIT
FOR THE MORROW. WE PROVPILY LUGGED ONE OF YANK'S LOG CRADLES
to the border of the stream and put in two hours washing.

THE RESULTS WERE MOST ENCOURAGING, FOR WE GAINED IN THAT
short time nearly two ounces of flake gold.

THAT EVENNG WE REVIEAVED OLR SITUATION CAREFULLY. THE OLDER
HEADS OF THE PARTY—YANK, BAGSBY, DON GASmR, AND MISSOR
Jones—overruled our young desire to jump into things headlong.

“IF THS CAMP IS GONG TO GET ON RGHT,” SAD YANK, “WE GOT TO

MAKE SOVE PROVISION FOR WORKING RGHT. SOVEBODY'S GOT TO BE
IN CAMP ALL THE TIVE, THAT'S SURE-TO COOK SONVE DECENT NEALS,
DO THE ODD CHORES, AND KEEP AN EYE ON THE STOCK.” BAGSBY
NODDED BVFHATICALLY AT THS. “AND SOMEBODY'S GOT TO RUSTLE
GAME AND FISH. YERE'S NINE HUSKY MEN TO EAT. IF WE LEAVE ONE
MAN IN CAMP AND TWO TO HUNT, WE HAVE SIX LEFT FOR GOLD WASHNG.
That's three to a cradle, and that's just right.”

WE CAME TO THAT, TOO; AND SO SETTLED INTO OUR ROUTINE. BAGSBY



WAS THE ONLY PERVANENT OFFICEHOLDER AMONG US. HE wAs
UNANIMOUSLY ELECTED THE OFFICIAL HUNTER. THE REST OF US AGREED TO
TAKE TURN ABOUT AT THE OTHER JOBS. IT WAS FURTHER AGREED TO
INCREASE OUR CHANCES BY UTLIZNG THE CRADLES AT TWO TOTALLY
DIFFERENT KINDS OF DIGGINGS. ONE WE LOCATED ON THE BAR TO WASH
OUT THE SHNGLE. THE OTHER WE CARRIED TO A FOINT OFPOSITE THE DRY
ravine in which I had found my three little nuggets.

DON GASRR HAD WORKED LKE A NAILER AT THE CONSTRUCTION
although he was utterly unskilled. Now at the end of the week he
WAS WORN OUT, ALTHOUGH HE STOUTLY MAINTAINED HE WAS AS GOOD
AS EVER THS HGHBRED, ENERGETIC GENTLEMAN WE HAD ALL COVE
TO ADMRE, BOTH FOR HS UNFAILING COURTESY AND HS UNCOVRLAINING
ACCEPTANCE OF HARDSHPS TO WHCH EVIDENTLY HE HAD NEVER BEEN
ACCUSTOMED. EXACTLY WHY HE UNDERWENT THE TERRBLE EXERTIONS
INODENTAL TO GOLD FINDING | HAVE NEVER QUITE FATHOMED. | DO NOT
BELIEVE HE NEEDED MONEY; AND | NEVER SAW ONE OF HS RACE FOND
OF HARD PHYSICAL WORK. INDEED, HE WAS THE ONLY NBVBER OF HS
QASS | BVER MET WHO WOULD WORK. THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER
PROBABLY LIES SOVBAHERE BETWEEN AN OUTCROPPANG OF THE OLD
ADVENTUROUS conquistadore SPRT AND THE FASONATION OF THE
GOLDEN METAL ITSELF, QUITE ARART FROM ITS DOLLARS-AND-CENTS VALLE.
UNANMOUSLY WE VOTED IN DON GASFAR AS CAMP KEEPER FOR THE
FIRST WEEK. VWWE WANTED TO GVE HM A REST; BUT | DO NOT THNK WE
FLEASED HM. HOWEVER, HE BOWED TO OUR DECISION WITH HS USUAL
GRACIOUS OOURTESY. AS HUNTNG OOMPANON FOR BAGSBY WE
APPONTED MISSOUR JONES, WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT EVERY
TWO DAYS THAT OFFICE WAS TO HAVE A NEW INCUVBENT. JOHNNY,
MCNALLY, AND | TOOK CHARGE OF THE DRY WASH, AND THE REST OF THE
PARTY TACKLED THE BAR. OF OCOURSE WE ALL—EXCEPT BAGSBY—WERE TO
share equally.

UNLESS THE WASH SHOULD PROVE VERY FRODUCTIVE WE WOULD HAVE
THE WORST END OF IT, FOR WE HAD TO CARRY THE PAY DIRT DOWN TO THE
STREAM'S EDGE. FOR THE PURPOSE WE USED THE PACK-SACKS—OR



alforjas, As THE SPANIARDS CALL THEV. EACH HELD ABOUT SIXTY OR
SEVENTY FOUNDS OF DIRT. WWE FOUND THS A SWEATY AND STUVBLY
TASK—TO STAGGER OVER THE WATER-SMOOTHED BOULDERS OF THE WASH,
OUT ACROSS THE SHINGLE TO THE EDGE OF THE STREAM. THERE ONE OF
US DUMPED HS BURDEN INTO THE CRADLE, AND WE PROCEEDED TO
WASH IT oUT. WE GOT THE “OCOLOUR’ AT ONCE IN THE RESIDUARY BLACK
sand.

ALL MORNNG WE LABOURED MANFULLY, AND DISCOVERED A BRAND
NEW SET OF MUSCLES. BY COVPARSON OLR FORMVER TOL OF MERE
digging and washing seemed light and pleasurable exercise.

“IF THS STUFF DON'T RUN PRETTY HGH,” GRUNTED MCNALLY, WIPNG THE
SWEAT FROM HS EYES, “IT'S ME VOTING FOR THE BAR. VWWE CAN'T STAND
all day of this.”

HE HEAVED THE CONTENTS OF HS PACK-SACK INTO THE CRADLE, AND
SHOOK [T DISGUSTEDLY. SUDDENLY HS JAW DROPFED AND HS EYE
WIDENED WITH SO POIGNANT AN EXPRESSION THAT WE BOTH BEGGED
him, in alarm, to tell us what was the matter.

“Now, will you look at that!” he cried.

WE FOLLOMED THE DIRECTION OF HS GAZE, BUT SAW ONLY THE
MEADOW, AND THE HORSES FEEDNG IN IT, AND THE THN SMOKE
BEYOND, WHERE DON GASPR WAS BENDNG HS FROUD CASTLIAN
spirit to attend to fried steak and flapjacks.

“LOOK AT THOSE HORSES!” CORED MONALLY WITH GROWING
indignation.

“What's the matter with them?” cried Johnny and lin a breath.

“MATTER WiTH THBM NOTHNG!” CRED MCNALLY WITH OOMCAL
DISGUST. “THE MATTER'S WITH US.” HE RAPFED HS KNUCKLES ON HS
HEAD. “SOLD, ALL THE WAY THROUGH” SAD HE. “WHY, SAVE FROM
NATRAL BORN HUVAN IVBELIOTY, SHOULD HORSES BE LIVING LIKE
gentlemen while gentlemen are working like horses!”

WE TOOK THE HNT. THAT AFTERNOON WE SADDLED THE PACK-HORSES
AND LED THEM, LADEN WITH THE DIRT, BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN THE



ravine and the cradle.

ALL OF US WORKED UNTIL RATHER LATER IN THE DAY THAN USUAL.... THE
HUNTERS, TOO, DID NOT RETURN UNTIL DARK. VWE WBGHED THE RESULTS OF
OUR LABOUR WITH EAGER INTEREST. FROM OUR CRADLE WE HAD TAKEN
ELEVEN OUNCES, WHLE THOSE WORKING THE BAR HAD GANED JUST
OVER NNE. THAT WAS A GOOD DAY’S WORK, AND WE WERE MUCH
elated.

“AND MOST ANY TIVE” EXULTED JOHNNY, “WELL RN INTO A BIG
pocket with thousands.”






CHAPTER XXIV
THE INDIANS

ALTHOUGH WE DD NOT IMMEDATEYY RUIN INTO THE EXPECTED
THOUSANDS, NOR DD THE PROMSE OF THAT FIRST GLOROUS DAY OF
discovery quite fulfil itself, nevertheless our new diggings turned
OUT TO BE VERY RICH. WE FELL INTO ROUTINE, AND THE DAYS AND WEEKS
SLIFFED BY. BAGSBY AND ONE COMPANION WENT OUT EVERY DAY TO
HUNT OR TO FISH. WE TOOK TURNS AT A VACATION IN CAMP. EVERY NGHT
WE “BLEW’ OUR DAY’S COLLECTION OF SAND, WHGHED THE GOLD, AND
PACKED IT AWAY. OUR ACCUMULATIONS WERE GETTING TO BE VERY
valuable.

FOR A MONTH WE LIVED THS IDYLLIC LIFE QUITE UNVOLESTED, AND
HAD GRADUALLY COME TO FEEL THAT WE WERE SO FAR OUT OF THE WORLD
THAT NOTHNG WOULD EVER DISTURB US. THE DAYS SEEMED ALL ALKE,
CLEAR, SPARKLING, CLOUDLESS. IT WAS MY FIRST EXPERENCE WITH THE
California climate, and these things were a perpetual wonder to
my New England mind.

THEN ONE DAY WHEN | WAS CAMP KEEFER, AT THE UPFER END OF
OUR LONG MEADOW, A NUVBER OF MEN BVERGED FROM THE WILLOWS
AND HESITATED UNCERTAINLY. THEY WERE TOO FAR AWAY TO BE PLAINLY
DISTINGUSHABLE, BUT | BELIEVED IN TAKING NO CHANCES, SO | FIRED
MY REVOLVER TO ATTRACT THE ATTENTION OF MY COMPANIONS. THEY
LOOKED UP FROM THER LABOUR, SAW THE NEN, AND PROVPTLY CANVE
into camp.

THE GROUP STILL HESITATED AT THE EDGE OF THE THCKET. THEN ONE
OF THEM WAVED SOMETHNG WHTE WE WAVED N RETURYN
whereupon they advanced slowly in our direction.

AS THEY NEARED WE SAW THEM TO BE INDIANS. THER LEADER HELD



BEFORE HM A STIOK TO WHCH HAD BEEN TIED A NUVBER OF WHTE
FEATHERS. AS THEY APFROACHED US THEY BEGAN TO LEAP AND DANCE
TO THE ACOOMPANIVENT OF A WERD RSING AND FALLING CHANT. THEY
CERTAINLY DID NOT LOOK VERY FORMDABLE, WITH THER HETEROGENEOUS
MXTURE OF CLOTHNG, THER ROUND, BLACK, STUPD FACES AND THER
STRAIGHT HAR. MOST OF THEM WERE ARVED SIMALY \WITH BOWS AND
ARROWS, BUT THREE CARRED SFEOMENS OF THE LONG SPANSH
musket.

Buok BARRY PROVPILY SALLIED OUT TO MEET THEM, AND SHOOK
hands with the foremost. They then advanced to where we were
GATHERED AND SQUATTED ON THE GROUND. THEY WERE CERTAINLY A
VILLAINOUS AND DIRTY LOOKING LOT OF SAVAGES, SHORT, THOKSET, ROUND
FACED, HEAVY FEATURED, WITH COARSE, BLACK, MATTED HAIR AND LITTLE
TWINKLING EYES. A MORE BRUTISH LOT OF HUVAN BENGS | HAD NeVER
SEEN; AND | WAS ALMOST DECAVED INTO THNKING THEM TOO STUFD
TO BE DANGEROUS. THE LEADERS HAD ON REMNANTS OF QVILZED
COLOTHNG, BUT THE RANK AND FILE WERE CONTENT WITH SCRAPS OF
BLANKET, OLD RAGGED OOATS, SINGLE SHRTS, AND THE LIKE. THE OLDEST
MAN PRODUCED A LONG PPE FROM BENEATH HS BLANKET, FILLED IT
WITH A FEW GRAINS OF OOARSE TOBAOQO, LIGHTED IT BY MEANS OF A
OOAL FROM OLR FIRE, PUFFED TWICE ON IT, AND PASSED IT TO ME. |
PERFORCE HAD TO WHFF AT IT ALSO, THOUGH THE NECESSITY NEARLY
TURNED MY STOMACH. | MGHT NEXT HAVE GIVEN IT TO ONE OF OLR OAN
PARTY, BUT | DD NOT WANT TO DEFRVE HM  OF MY OWN FRST HAND
SENSATION, SO | HANDED IT BAGK TO ANOTHER OF THE VISITORS FOR FRESH
INOCULATION, AS T WERE. EVIDENTLY | HAD BY ACODENT HT ON
ACCEPTABLE ETIQUETTE, AS DEEP GRUNTS OF SATISFACTION TESTIFIED.
AFTER WE HAD HAD A WHFF ALL AROUND, THE CHEF OFENED
negotiations in Spanish. Most of us by now had learned enough
OF IT FROM OLR INTERCOURSE WITH DON GASRAR AND VASQUEZ TO
understand without interpretation.

The Indians said they wanted to trade.

We replied that we saw nothing they might trade with us.



In return they produced some roots and several small bags of
pine nuts.

WE THEN EXPLAINED THAT WE WERE REDUCED IN AMMUNITION, AND
had little food.

DON GASMR HERE INTERFOLATED HASTLY, SAYING THAT IN HS
JUDGVENT IT WOULD BE ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY THAT WE MADE SOVE
SORT OF A FRESENT TO AVOD THE AFFEARANCE OF INTENDNG AN
AFFRONT. BUCK BARRY AND JONES SEBVED INSTANILY TO ACCEPT THS
necessity.

“GIVE THEM TWO OR THREE OF THE SADDLE BLANKETS,” SUGGESTED
BARRY, AFTER A MOMENT'S THOUGHT. “WE WILL HAVE SEVERAL LIGHT
HOSSES GOING OUT; AND IF WE HAVE TO PAD THE SADDLES WE CAN GIT
along with skins or something.”

WE GAVE OLR VISITORS THE BLANKETS, THEREFORE. THEY SEEVED
WELL PLEASED, AROSE, AND SHORILY MADE A FRMTIVE SORT OF A
CAMP A SHORT DISTANCE OUTSIDE OUR STOOKADE. WE DID NO MORE
WASHNG THAT DAY. ABOUT FIVE O'0LOCK OUR HUNTERS CAME IN WITH
THE BEST MEAT OF A BLACKTAIL DEER. BAGSBY LISTENED ATTENTIVALY TO
OUR ACCOUNT OF THE INTERVIEW. THEN HE TOOK A HNDQUARTER OF THE
NEWLY KILLED BUOK AND  DEFARTED FOR THE INDIANS' CAMP, WHERE HE
stayed for an hour.

“I DON'T THNK THEY ARE OUT FOR MEANNESS,” HE ANNOUNCED WHEN
HE RETURNED. “THEY TELL ME THS YERE IS ON A SORT OF SHORT CUT FROM
SOME OF THE TRUCKEE LAKES DOWN TO THER VILLAGES. BUT WE GOT TO
KEEP A SHARP EYE ON OUR HORSES; AND WE GOT TO STAND GUARD TO-
night.”

VERY EARY IN THE MORNING, WHEN WE WERE JUST UP, SEVERAL OF
THE BLDERS CAME OVER TO THL US THAT SOME OF THE YOUNG MEN
WOULD STAY TO WORK FOR US, IF WE SO DESRED. WE REFLIED THAT WE
HAD NO GOODS WITH WHCH TO FAY FOR WORK. SHORILY AFTER, THE
whole tribe vanished down river.

FOR TWO NGHTS BAGSBY INSISTED ON STANDING GUARD, AND ON
HAVING SOVE OF US TAKE TURNS AT IT. THEN WE DECLINED FLATLY TO DO



SO ANY LONGER THE INDIANS HAD GONE FAR DOWNSTREAM, AS THER
TRALL INDICATED TO OUR HUNTERS, AND HAD SHOWN NO SIGNS OF EVEN
HESITATING ON THE WAY. WE FELL INTO OUR OLD ROUTINE, AND LAUGHED
at Bagsby when he shook his head.

ABOUT THS TIVE JOHNNY AND MONALLY, SCRAMBLING OF A SUNDAY
FOR THE SAKE OF A VIEW, STUVBLED ON A SMALL RAVINE THAT CANE
NEARER REALIZING OUR HOPED-FOR STRKE THAN ANYTHNG WE HAD YET
SEEN. AFTER “PUDDLING OUT” A FEW POTFULS OF THE FAY DRT, WE
DECIDED TO MOVE THE CRADLES. [T WAS NOT OVER A HALF MLE FROM
CAMP, BUT WAS OUT OF SIGHT OF THE STOCKADE. THE MOVE WAS THE
OCCASION FOR A HOT DISCUSSION. BAGSBY WANTED TO REORGANIZE,
and we were reluctant.

“THAR OUGHT TO BE TWO MEN IN CANVP,” SAD HE, “AND THAR OUGHT
NEVER TO BE LESS'N THREE TOGETHER OUT HUNTNG. AND THAT'S MY
idee—that ye’re paying me money for.”

“THAT LEAVES US ONLY FOUR MEN TO WORK THE CRADLES,” | OBJECTED.
“Four men out of nine working.”

“WELL, THAR WON'T BE 10 MEN OUT OF NINE A-WORKIN' IF YOU DON'T
WATCH OUT,” PREDICTED BAGSBY. “YOU-ALL FORGT THS IS A SEF
SUFPORTIN' COMMUNITY. WE GOT TO WORK FOR OUR LIVING, AS WELL AS
for gold.”

“The hunters might go out less,” suggested McNally.

“THE MNERS MGHT EAT LESS, THEN,” REFLED BAGSBY GRMY.
“This ain't what you'd call the best sort of a game country.”

WE CAME TO IT, OF OOURSE, THOUGH WITH MUCH GRUVBLING. [T
SEEVED AN ALMOST EXCUSELESS WASTE OF GOOD ENERGY; A HEAVY
PRICE IN BEOONOMC EFFICENCY TO PAY FOR INSURANCE AGAINST WHAT
SEEMED A VERY REVOTE FERL. BUT WE DD NOT KNOW, AND OLR
uncertainty gave way.

“BUT HANG IM” CRIED JOHNNY, “HERE'S MORE GOLD THAN A HUNDRED
MEN COULD BEGIN TO HANDLE, AND WE RE WASTING MORE THAN HALF
our resources.”



“IT DO SEBV SO,” AGREED YANK WITH HS ACCUSTOVED SLOW
PHLOSOPHY. “BUT WE CAN PUT IN LONGER HOURS BECAUSE WE REST
oftener.”

A WEK PASSED, AND WE HAD ALMOST FORGOTTEN OUR CHANCE
VISITORS. ONE DAY THE TWO SFANARDS, BUCK BARRY AND | WERE AT
THE CRADLE, BAGSBY, YANK, AND MONALLY WERE THE HUNTERS FOR THE
day. Johnny and Missouri Jones kept camp.

WE HAD HAD A MOST SUCCESSFUL MORNING, AND WERE JUST
STACKING OUR TOOLS PREFARATORY TO RETURNING TO CAMP FOR  dinner.
Buok BARRY WAS STANDING NEAR SOVE SMALL SAGE BUSHES AT THE
UFPER END OF THE DIGGINGS. HE WAS JUST IN THE ACT OF LIGHTING A
FRESHY FLLED PFE, WHEN HE STOFPED AS THOUGH PETRFIED, THE
BURNING MATCH SUSPENDED ABOVE THE BOWL OF HS PIFE. THEN HE
TURNED QUICKLY TOWARD THE SAGE BRUSH; AND AS HE DID SO A BOW
TWANGED AND AN ARROW SANG PAST HS HEAD SO CLOSE AS ACTUALLY
TO DRAW BLOOD FROM THE LOBE OF HS EAR WITH A ROAR OF ANGER
BUCK BARRY RAISED HS PICKAXE AND CHARGED INTO THE BUSH. WE
SAW A FIGURE RSE FROM THE GROUND, DASH AWAY, STUVBLE FLAT.
BEFORE THE MAN OOULD GET UP AGAN BUOK BARRY WAS LFON HM,
AND THE PICKAXE DESCENDED. AT THE SAME INSTANT WE HEARD A
SERES OF WHOOPS AND TWO SHOTS IN RAPD SUCCESSION FROM THE
DIRECTION OF CAMP. BUOK BARRY CANME BOUNDING OUT OF THE SAGE
BRUSH, AND SHZED HS RIFLE FROM UNDER THE BUSH WHERE WE HAD
kept them.

“Come on!” he panted. “Let’s get out of this!”

WE RAN AS HARD AS WE COULD GO FOR A HUNDRED YARDS, OR UNTIL
WE HAD REACHED THE ALAT OF THE RVER BOTTOM. THEN WE PAUSED,
uncertain as to just what next to do.

“WAIT A MNUTE,” SAD |. “I'LL JUST TAKE A LOOK,” AND HURRED LP A
LITTLE SPUR-KNOLL TO THE RGHT. FROM THAT ELEVATION | INSTANTLY CAUGHT
SIGHT OF A CROAD OF INDANS COMING UP THE VALLEY AT FULL SPEED.
MOST OF THEM WERE ON HORSEBACK, BUT A NUVBER LOPED ALONG ON
FOOT, KEEPNG UP WITH THE ANMALS. ONE LOOK WAS ENOUGH. |



RACED DOMN TO MY COMPANIONS AGAIN, AND WE HASTLY TOOK
REFUGE IN THE ONLY OOVER NEAR ENOUGH TO CONCEAL US—A LITTLE
CLUWP OF WILLOWS IN A SMALL, DAMP WATERCOLRSE. THERE WE
crouched, rifles ready.

| WAS TERRBLY EXQTED. THE PATTER OF THE HORSES WAS NOW
FLAINLY AUDBLE, THOUGH, OWING TO THE INEQUALITIES OF THE GROUND,
THEY OOULD NOT BECOME VISBLE FARTHER THAN A HUNDRED YARDS
AWAY. | TRBVBLED VIOLENTLY, AND CURSED MYSHF FOR A COWARD,
THOUGH | REALLY DO NOT THNK | WAS FRGHTENED. AT ANY RATE, |
BECANE DEADLY OOOL THE MOVENT THE FIRST SAVAGE APFEARED;
AND | DREW A STEADY BEAD AND TOFRLED HM OFF HS HORSE BEFORE
ANY ONE BLSE HAD GOT IN ACTION. THE SHOT BROUGHT THEM TO A
STAND. THEY HAD, | THNK, EXPECTED TO FIND US IN OUR RAVINE, AND
WERE SURPRSED. IMVEDIATELY | DROPPED THE BUTT OF MY RFLE TO THE
GROUND AND BEGAN RELOADNG. A SHOWER OF ARROWS FLEW TOWARD
US, BUT WERE DEFLECTED BY THE CRISS-CROSS OF THE WILLOWS. IN FACT,
THS LACBWORK OF STOUT BRANCHES SERVED TO BE AN EXCELLENT SORT
OF ARVOUR AGAINST ARROWS. IN THE MEANTIVE MY COMPANIONS HAD
EACH DROFFED HS MAN; THOUGH VASQUEZ HAD BETTER LUCK THAN
SKILL, AS HS SAVAGE WAS ONLY CLIFFED IN THE LEG. | FIRED ONCE
MORE, AND ELIOTED A HOAL. THERE COULD BE NO MSSING AT THE
distance, unless a man quite lost his head; and personally | was
TOO SCARED FOR THAT. ANOTHER SHOWER OF ARROWS RATTLED IN THE
willows; then the band broke to right and left and raced away up
THE HLLS LIKE MAD. THEY HAD NO OOURAGE, AND LOST STOMACH FOR
the fight at once when they found us prepared.

WE WERE ASTONISHED AND DELIGHTED, FOR WE HAD FULLY EXFECTED
TO BE RDDEN DOAMN. AS SOON AS WE WERE QUITE CERTAN THS
SUDDEN RETREAT WAS NOT A RUSE, WE CAME OUT FROM OUR SHELTER
How MANY WOUNDED HAD MADE OFF—IF ANY—WE COULD NOT THLL.
THREE DEAD BODES LAY ON THE GROWND. TO THEM WE RFAD NO
attention, but, with many forebodings, hurried back to camp.

WHEN WE APFEARED IN SIGHT MISSOUR JONES RAN OUT TO MEET



us, his rifle over his arm.

“Where’s Johnny?” | cried.

“HE WAS DOAMN AT THE RVER A-GETTING WATER,” SAID JONES, “AND |
ain't seen him since.”

WE ALL RAN DOAN TO THE EDGE OF THE RVER POOL WHENCE WE
DREWV OLR SUFRLY. FOR A MOVENT OLR HEARTS STOOD STILL, FOR NO
JOHNNY WAS IN SIGHT. THEN HE AROSE DRIFPING FROM THE MDDLE OF
the pool.

“THS WATER'S COLD,” HE REMARKED CONVERSATIONALLY. “ THNK I'LL
come out. Anybody hurt?”

He waded ashore, and shook himself like a dog.

“| DDN'T HEAR 'BM UNTIL THEY WERE RGHT ON TOP OF ME AND |
OOULDN T GET AWAY WITHOUT BEING SEEN,” SAID HE, “SO | JUST WADED
out and imitated a rock with my head.”

We roared with laughter by way of relief.

“Itisn’'t the first time, Johnny,” said |.

“THAT'S ALL RGHT,” PUT IN MISSOUR JONES. “THS IS NO JOKE. THEY
got three of our hosses.”

Then he told us his experience.

“I WAS JUST A-BROWNING OF THE VENISON,” HE EXPLAINED, “WHEN |
HAFPENED TO LOOK UP, AND THAR WAS THREE OF OUR HOSSES RUNNING
OFF, TALS UP, AND A HALF DOZEN INUUNS A HOSS-BACK DRVING "EM. |
LET DRVE WITH OLD BETSEY AND JOH\NY’S GUN, BUT THEY WAS ABOUT
OUT OF RANGE. WHLE | WAS LOOKING AFTER THEM ABOUT FORTY INUUNS
WENT FAST SKY-HOOTIN. | SUPPOSE THEY THOUGHT THE FIRST LOT HAD ALL
THE HOSSES, AND SO THEY DIDN'T STOP. THE REST OF THE HOSSES,
luckily, was ASLEEP BEHND THE COTTONWOODS. YOU BET | DDN'T CALL
their attention to myself.”

HE EXHBITED THE GREATEST SATISFACTION WHEN HE LEARNED THAT
we had accounted for four.

“THAT'S SOMETHNG LIKE INJUN FIGHTING,” HE OBSERVED, “THOUGH
THESE ARE A PORE, SPRITLESS LOT. THE WHOLE BAG AIN T WORTH MORE



than one of them good hosses.”

WE DID NO MORE GOLD WASHNG THAT DAY, BUT REVAINED CLOSE
in camp, consumed with anxiety for our companions. From time
TO TIVE WE FRED A RFALE, WITH THE IDEA OF WARNING THEM THAT
SOMETHNG WAS AMSS. THE REVAINNG HALF-DOZEN HORSES WE RAN
into the corral.

NIGHT FELL AND STILL THE HUNTERS DID NOT RETURN. WE WERE GREATLY
ALARVED AND DISTRESSED, BUT WE COULD NOT THNK OF ANYTHNG TO
do, for we had not the least idea in what direction to look.

“BAGSBY AND YANK ARE OLD HANDS,” SPECUATED MISSOUR
JONES CONSOLINGLY. “AND THE FACT THAT INUUNS IS ABROAD WOULD
make them slow and careful.”

NONE OF US FELT LKE TURNNG IN. WE ALL SAT OUTSIDE ON THE
ground around a little fire.

TOWARD MDNIGHT WE HEARD VOICES; AND A MOVENT LATER YANK
and Bagsby strode in out of the darkness.

“WHERES MCNALLY?” YANK INSTANTLY DEVANDED. “HASNT HE
come in yet?”

We told him we had seen nothing of the missing man.

“WELL, HELL DRFT IN PRETTY SOON,” SAD BAGSBY. “WE LOST HM IN
the darkness not two hours back.”

THEY SET TO FRYING SOMVE VENSON STEAK. EXCTEDLY AND IN
ANTFHONY JOHNNY AND | DETAILED THE DAY’S ADVENTURE. BomH THE
BACKWOODSVEN LISTENED IN' SILENCE, BUT WITHOUT SUSFENDING
their cooking.

“THEY DDN'T BOTHER MCNALLY,” BAGSBY DECDED. “THEY’D DRVE
THOSE HOSSES AWAY FIVE OR SIX MLES BEFORE THEY'D STOP, AND
MCNALLY WAS WITH US JUST A LITTLE PIECE BACK. HELL BE IN BY THE
time the venison is cooked.”

BUT HE WAS NOT; NOR BY AN HOUR LATER. THEN WE DECIDED THAT
we must go out to look for him.

“WE CAN'T SEE NOTHN' TILL DAYLIGHT,” SAID BAGSBY, “BUT WE CAN



get started back for the last place we saw him.”

IT WAS NOW ABOUT ONE OOLOCK IN THE MORNNG. BAGSBY
APFONTED VASQUEZ, MISSOLR JONES, BUX BARRY, YANK AND
MYSELF TO ACCOMPANY HM DON GASRR WAS SUFFERNG FROM A
SLIGHT ATTACK OF MALARAL FEVER, AND JOHNNY, TO HS VAST DISGUST,
WAS LEFT TO HOLD HM COMPANY. WE TOOK EACH A HORSE, WHCH WE
had to ride bareback and with a twisted rope “war halter.”

BAGSBY LED THE WAY, AND WE FOLLOAED CLOSELY NOSE TO TAL. IT
WAS AN INTERESTING AND WONDERFUL EXPERENCE, HAD | HAD MORE
ATTENTION TO GVE IT, FOR WE RODE MYSTEROUSLY NECK DEEP IN VELVET
DARKNESS OVER STRANGE HLLS, AND AWRL SHAPES ROSE
MYSTERIOUSLY, AND THE SKY SILVERED WITH STARS LIKE THE GLITTERNG OF
LITTLE WAVES. BUT My MND WAS FILLED WITH DREAD AND FOREBODING,
AND A GREAT ANXIETY FOR OLR MERRY, BLUE-EYED COVPANION, AND A
VERY CONSIDERABLE WONDER AS TO HOW OUR GUDE MANAGED TO FIND
his way.

HE DD NOT HESMATE, HOWEVER, AS TO DIRECTION, ONLY
OCCASIONALLY HE HAD TO STOP AND CAST BACK AND AROUND FOR A
WAY THROUGH. OFTEN, AT A LOW COMVAND FROM HM, WE
dismounted and led our animals.

ED THUS FOR A LONG TIVE=FIVE OR SIX MLES, | SHOULD
THN\K. BY THE UNDEFINED FEELING OF DARK SPACE AT HTHER HAND |
judged we must be atop a ridge. Bagsby halted.

“IT WAS SOVBAMHERE ON THS RDGE WE LEFT HM” SAD HE ‘I
reckon now we'd just better set down and wait for dawn.”

ACCORDNGLY WE DISMOUNTED AND DREW TOGETHER IN A LITTLE
GROP. OVER THE TOP OF THE GREAT RANGES A GIBBOUS MOON ROSE
SLOMY. BY HER DM LIGHT | OOULD MAKE OUT THE FLUNGE ON HTHER
SIDE OR RDGE, AND THE OTHER DARK RDGES ACROSS THE WAY.
BEHND US OUR HORSES OCCASIONALLY STAMFED A HOOF OR BLEW
softly through their noses.

| LAY FLAT ON MY BACK, AND IDLY COUNTED THE STARS. HAPPENING TO
alance sidewise, | caught the flicker of a distant light.




“BAGSBY,” | WHSPERED, “THERES A FIRE NOT MORE THAN A HALF
mile away.”

He too lay down in order to get my angle of view.

“I’'s NOT MANALLY,” HE PRONOUNCED AFTER A MOVENT'S CAREFUL
INSFECTION, “FOR IT'S TOO BIG A FIRE, AND IT'S A LOT MORE THAN HALF A
mile away. That's a good big fire. I think it’s Injuns.”

“Probably the same gang that lifted our hosses!” cried Buck.

“PROBABLY,” AGREED BAGSBY. HE SAT UPRIGHT AND PEERED AT US
THROUGH THE DM MOONLIGHT. “WANT TO GET AFTER THEM?” HE
inquired.

“You BEM” SAD BUCK BVPHATICALLY, “THEY MAY HAVE MCNALLY,
and if they haven't, they've got our horses.”

“THERE'S SIX OF US AND WE CAN SHORE MAKE [T INTERESTING FOR
that lot,” agreed Yank. “Can we get to where they are?”

“I think so,” said Bagsby.

WE RODE FOR ANOTHER HOLR, SLANTING DOWN THE MOUNTAINSIDE
TOWARD THE FLIOKERNG FIRE. EVERY TIME A HORSE ROLLED A ROCK OR
BROKE A DRED BRANCH IT SEEVED TO ME THAT THE MOUNTAINS
REVERBERATED FROM END TO BND. | DON'T BELIEVE | ALLOWED MYSELF TO
WHGH OVER SIX OUNCES ALL TOLD. FINALLY WE LEFT THE SLOPE FOR THE
bottom of the valley.

“I'D RATHER BE BELOW THER CAMP THAN ABOVE IT. IT'S GOING TO BE
HARD TO GET OUT THS WAY,” COMPLAINED BAGSBY, “BUT IT'S THE BEST
WE CAN DO.” HE DISMOUNTED US, AND WE CREPT FORWARD ANOTHER
half mile, leading our animals.

“THS IS AS QLOSE AS | DARE TAKE THE HOSSES,” WHSPERED
BAGSBY. “VASQUEZ, YOU STAY HERE WITH THEM” HE SAD N
SPANSH, “AND WHEN | YELL TWICE QUICK AND SHARP, YOU ANSWER SO
we’ll know where to find you. Come on!”

WE STOLE FORWARD SLOMY. THE FIRE LEAFED AND FLARED BENEATH
the widespread branches of a tree. Around it lay a half dozen or
SO RECUVBENT SHAFES WRAFFED IN BLANKETS. HOW MANY MORE



MGHT BE LYING BEYOND THE LIGHT CIRCLE WE OOULD NOT TELL. BEYOND
THEM WE SAW DMY THE FORVS OF DOZING HORSES. OBEYING A
SIGNAL FROM THE OLD TRAFFER, WE CROLED THE CAMP UNTIL WE WERE
ON THE SANE SIDE AS THE ANMALS. THEY RAISED THER HEADS AND
blew softly at us; but we lay still, and shortly they quieted down.

“Now,” BREATHED BAGSBY, “WHEN | GVE THE WORD, FIRE. AND
EACH MAN GRAB A HORSE BY THE PICKET ROFE, STAMPEDE THE REST,
and hustle back to Vasquez. Ready!”

WE RAISED OUR PIECES, BUT BEFORE THE COMMAND TO FIRE WAS
GIVEN, ONE OF THE SLEEFERS THREV ASIDE HS BLANKET, STRETCHED
himself and arose. It was a white man!

| confess that for a moment | turned physically sick.

“Hello!” called Bagsby, quite unmoved.

THE WHTE MAN SEZED HS RFLE, AND THE RECUVBENT FORVS
leaped to life.

“Who are you?” he demanded sharply. “Speak quick!”
“KEEP YORE HA'R ONI” DRAWLED THE TRAPFER, ADVANCING INTO THE
LIGHT. “WE RE PERFECTLY RESFECTABLE MINERS, OUT LOOKING FOR A LOST

man; and we saw yore fire.”

THE REST OF US UTTERED A YELL OF JOY AND RELIEF. ONE OF THE MEN
who had been sleeping around the fire was McNally himself.

WE DREW TOGETHER, EXPLAINNG, CONGRATULATING. THE STRANGERS,
SIX IN NUVBER, TURNED OUT TO BE TRAVELLERS FROM THE EASTERN SIDE
OF THE RANGES. THEY LISTENED WITH INTEREST AND ATTENTION TO OLR
ACCOUNT OF THE INDIAN ATTACK. MONALLY EXALANED THAT HE HAD
BEEN UNCERTAN OF HS ROUTE IN THE DARK; SO THAT WHEN HE HAD
CAUGHT SIGHT OF THE FIRE HE HAD MADE HS WAY TO IT. WE WERE STILL
ENGAGED IN THS MUTUAL EXFLANATION WHEN WE WERE STRUCK DUVB
by a long-drawn-out yell from the direction of our own horses.

“IT 18 VASQUEZ,” EXFLAINED BARRY. “HE WANTS TO LET US KNOW
where he is,” and he answered the yell.

BUT AT THAT MOVENT ONE OF OUR OWN HORSES DASHED UP TO THE



BUNCH OF PICKETED ANMALS AND WHEELED, TREVBLING. TS ROFE
BRDLE DANGLED BROKEN FROM ITS HEAD. SAM BAGSBY DARTED
forward to seize the hanging cord.

“It's cut!” he cried. “Quick! Out across the valley, boys!”

WE FOLLOAED HM INTO THE MOONLIGHT, GRASPNG OLR RFLES. A
MOVENT LATER A COMPACT BAND SWEPT TOWARD US AT FULL SPEED,
OUR HORSES IN THE LEAD, THER ROPE HALTERS DANGLING, A DOZEN
INDIANS ON HORSEBACK FOLLOWING OLOSE AT THER HEELS AND LRGNG
them on.

“Shoot, boys!” yelled Bagsby, discharging his own piece.

OLR RFLES ORACKED. [T WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO TAKE AM, AND | AM
SURE WE HT NOTHING. BUT THE HORSES SWERVED ASIDE FROM THE LONG
FIERY FLASHES, AND SO RAN INTO THE PCKETED LOT AND STOPPED. THE
INDANS FLEW ON THROUGH OUR SCATTERED LINE WITHOUT STOPPING,
pursued by a sputter of shots from our Colt’'s revolvers.

“A WHLE AGO | WAS SORRY WE HAD TO STOP ABOVE CAMP,” SAD
BAGSBY WITH SATISFACTION; “BUT IT WAS A LUCKY THING FOR US. THEY
had to come by us to git out.”

“And Vasquez?” Yank struck across our exultation.






CHAPTER XXV
BATTLE

WE HAD A GOOD DEAL OF TROUBLE FINDING THE EXACT SPOT WHERE WE
HAD LEFT HM, FOR WE COULD GET NO ANSWER TO OLR CALLS. HE WAS
DOWN IN A HEAP, COVERED WITH BLOOD, AND QUITE DEAD. THE
SAVAGES HAD SCALPED HM. IN OUR LONG COVRANIONSHP WE HAD
GROWN VERY FOND OF HM, FOR HE WAS A MERRY, GOOD-NATURED,
willing soul.

“God!” cried Bagsby, deeply moved. “I'll put a ball through the
next one of those devils | meet!”

WE RETURNED SLOWLY TO THE FIRE, CARRYING THE BODY, WHCH WE
LAID REVERENTLY ONE SIDE AND COVERED WITH A BLANKET. IN ALL OLR
HEARTS BURNED A FIERCE, BITTER ANGER SULLENY WE TURNED TO
PREFARE OURSHLVES A MEAL FROM THE SUPFLIES OUR HOSTS OFFERED
us.

THE LATTER WERE THE FATHER AND FIVE SONS OF A BACKWOODS
FAMLY FROM THE NORTHWEST-PINE, BY NAME THEY WERE ALL TALL,
HEAVLY BULT MEN, SLOW MOVING, SLOW SPEAKING, WITH CLEAR,
STEADY EYES, A DRAWLING WAY OF TALKING, AND THE APFEARANCE
ALWAYS OF KEEPING A MENTAL RESERVATION AS TO THOSE WITH WHOM
THEY CONVERSED. | SUPPOSE THEY WERE IGNORANT ENOUGH MEN, AS
FAR AS EDUCATION GOES, BUT THEY ALWAY'S INPRESSED ME AS BENG
SOMEHOW A SUPERIOR TYPE. POSSIBLY IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE FACT
THAT THEY PERFECTLY CORRESFONDED TO THER ENVIRONVENT, WHCH
was the wilderness.

IN DETAL, THE OLD MAN WAS UPWARD OF SIXTY, HS BEARD LONG AND
GRZZLED, HS HAR ABOUT HS SHOULDERS. THE OLDEST SON WOULD
OOUNT ABOUT THRTY, AND THE OTHERS WENT DOWN IN STEFLADDER



FASHON TO THE YOUNGSTER, A FINE, BIG, SMOOTH-FACED BOY OF
SIXTEEN. THEY WERE NAMED AFTER OLD PINE'S FAVOURITE HEROES,
EVDENTLY. THERE WAS DAvID CROCKEIT PINE, AND GOVERNOR
B0GGS PINE, AND PRESIDENT TYLER PINE, AND DANEL BOONE PINE,
AND OLD HIoKORY PINE, THE YOUNGEST, AN AFRARENT CONTRADICTION
IN TERVS. THEY WERE CALLED BY THER ODD FRST NANVES—GOVERNOR,
President, Old—without the least humour.

JUST NOW THEY STOOD TALL AND GRM BEHND US AS WE ATE, AND
THE GRAY DAWN AND THE ROSE DAWN GREW INTO DAY. NOBODY SAD
ANYTHNG UNTIL WE HAD FINSHED. THEN YANK ROSE TO HS FULL HEGHT
and faced the attentive men.

“I WANT VENGEANCE” HE ANNOUNCED IN AN EVEN VOICE
STRETCHNG FORTH HS LONG, LEAN ARM. “THOSE DEVILS HAVE HARRED
OUR STOCK AND KILLED OUR PARDNER; AND I'M NOT GOING TO SET QUET
AND LET THBM DO IT.” HE TURNED TO US: “BOYS,” SAD HE, “ KNow
YOU'RE WITH ME THAR. BUT I'M GOING TO GIT OUR FRENDS YERE TO GO
WITH US. OLD MAN,” HE SAID TO PINE, “YOU AND YORE SONS HELP US
WITH THS JOB, AND WELL LOCATE YOU ON THE PURTIEST DIGGNGS IN
these hills.”

“You bet!” agreed McNally.

“YOU DONT NEED TO MAKE MY BOYS NO OFFER” REFLIED PINE
SLOMY. “THOSE DVILS WERE AFTER OUR HOSSES TOO; AND THEY'D HAVE
GOT THEM IF YOU HADN'T COVE ALONG. WED BEEN TOLD BY A MAN
WE BELIEVE THAT THERE WANT NO INUUNS IN THS OOUNTRY, OR YOU
WOULDN'T HAVE SEEN US SLEEPNG ES CLOSE TO OWR FRE. WHAR DO
you-all reckon to come up with them?”

Our old trapper interposed.

“THER RANCHEREE IS DOWN THE VALLEY SOVEAHARS,” SAD
BAGSBY, “AND WELL HAVE TO SOOUT FOR IT. WE MUST GO BACK TO
camp first and get a ready.”

MCNALLY AND | MURMURED AGAINST THS CHECK TO IMVEDATE
ACTION, BUT SAW THE POINT AFTER A MOMENT. THE PINES PACKED
THER SLENDER OUTFIT: WE BOUND THE BODY OF OUR POOR FREND ACROSS



his horse, and mournfully retraced our steps.

WE ARRVED IN CAMP ABOUT TEN O'CLOCK, TO FIND JOHNNY AND
DON GASPAR ANXIOUSLY ON THE ALERT. VWHEN WE HAD IMFARTED OUR
NEWS, THER FACES, TOO, DARKENED WITH ANGER. OF US ALL VASQUEZ
HAD BEEN THE ONLY MAN WHO NEVER LOST HS TEMPER, WHO HAD
ALWAYS A FLASH OF A SMLE FOR THE HARDEST DAYS. HASTILY WE THREW
TOGETHER PROVISIONS FOR SEVERAL DAYS, AND ARRANGED OLR AFFAIRS
AS WELL AS WE 00ULD. WE ALL WANTED TO GO; AND DON GASRR, IN
SATE OF THE RAVAINS OF HS MALARAL FEVER, FARLY INSISTED ON
accompanying the expedition.

“SENORES,” HE SAID WITH DIGNTY, “THS WAS MY OWN MAN FROM
my own people.”

NEVERTHELESS SOVEBODY HAD TO STAY IN CAMP, ALTHOUGH AT FRST
some of us were inclined to slur over that necessity.

“THERE'S A STRONG CHANCE THAT INJUNS WILL DRFT BY AND TAKE ALL
our supplies,” Bagsby pointed out.

“CHANCES ARE SLIM-IN ONLY A DAY OR SO; YOU MUST ADMT THAT,”
ARGUED JOHNNY. “LET'S RiSK IT. WE CAN SCRATCH ALONG IF THEY DO
take our stuff.”

“And the gold?”

That nonplussed us for a moment.

“Why not bury it?” | suggested.

Bagsby and Pine snorted.

“Any Injun would find itin a minute,” said Pine.

“And they know gold’s worth something, too,” put in Yank.

“THS IS A SCOUT, NOT A HOUSE-MOVING EXPEDITION,” SAD
Bagsby decidedly, “and somebody’s got to keep camp.”

“TLL STAY, FER ONE” OFFERED OLD MAN PINE, HS EYES TWINKLING
FROM BENEATH HS FIERCE BROWS. “'VE FIT ENOUGH INUUNS IN MY
time.”

AFTER SOME FURTHER WRANGLING WE CANME TO DRAWING LOTS. A
NUVBER OF SVALL WHTE PEBBLES AND ONE DARKER WERE SHAKEN LP



in a hat. | drew in the fourth turn, and got the black!

“Hard luck, son!” murmured old man Pine.

THE REST WERE EAGRR TO BE OFF. THEY LEAPED UFON THER
HORSES, BRANDISHNG THER LONG RFLES, AND RODE OFF DOWN THE
MEADOW. OLD MAN PINE LEANED ON THE MUZZLE OF HS GUN, HS
EYES GLEAMNG, UTTERNG COMVANDS AND ADMONITIONS TO HS FIVE
sons.

“You OLD,” HE WARNED HS YOUNGEST, “YOU MND AND BEHAVE,
and don’t come back yere without'n you bring a skelp!”

WE SFENT THE NEXT TWO DAYS STRCILY IN DEFENCE, FOR WE DARED
NOT STAY LONG FROM THE STOCKADE. | WAS SO THOROUGHY DOWNCAST
AT MSSING THE FIGHT THAT | FAD LITTLE ATTENTION TO PINES WELL-
MEANT TALK. MY DEPRESSION WAS ENHANCED BY THE PERFORMANCE
OF THE DUTY THE OTHERS HAD LEFT TO OWR LBSURE | MEAN THE
INTERVENT OF FOOR VASQUEZ. WE ~ BURED HM IN A GRASSY LITTLE FLAT;
AND | OCOUPED MY TIVE HBMNG AND FASHONING INTO THE SHAFE
OF A CROSS TWO PINE LOGS, ON THE SMOOTHED SURFACE OF WHICH |
CARVED OR FREND'S NAME THEN | RETURNED TO THE STOOKADE,
WHERE OLD MAN PINE, A PICTURESQUE, TALL FIGURE IN HS FRNGED
HUNTER'S BUOKSKIN, SAT MOTIONLESS BEFORE THE CABIN DOOR FROM
THAT POINT OF VANTAGE ONE COULD SEE A MLE DOWN THE VALLEY, AND
some distance upstream; and one or the other of us occupied it
constantly.

About three o’clock of the second day Pine remarked quietly:

“Thar they come!”

| WAS INSTANTLY BY HS SIDE, AND WE STRAINED OUR EYESIGHT IN AN
ATTEVPT TO OOUNT THE SHFTING FIGURES. PINE'S VISION WAS BETTER
and more practised than mine.

“They are all thar,” said he, “and they’re driving extry hosses.”

TEN MNUTES LATER THE CAVALCADE STOPFED AND THE MEN
DISMOUNTED WEARLY. THEY WERE, AS THE OLD MAN HAD SAD,
DRVING BEFORE THEM A HALF DOZEN PONES, WHCH GOVERNOR



BOGGS HERDED INTO THE CORRAL. NOBODY SAID A WORD. ONE OR TWO
STRETCHED THEVSELVES. JOHNNY SHZED THE CUP AND TOOK A LONG
DRNK. YANK LEANED HS RFALE AGAINST THE WALL. OLD MAN PINE'S
KEEN, FIERCE EYE HAD BEEN ROVING OVER EVERY DETALL, THOUGH HE,
too, had kept silent.

“WEL, OLD,” HE RAVARKED, “| SEE YOU OBEYED ORDERS LKE A
good sojer.”

The boy grinned.

“Yes, dad,” said he.

AND THEN | SAW WHAT | HAD NOT NOTICED BEFORE. THAT AT THE BALT
OF EACH OF THE TALL, SILENT YOUNG BACKWOODSMVEN HUNG ONE OR
MORE WET, HEAVY, RED AND BLACK SOGGY STRPS. THE SCALANG HAD
been no mere figure of speech! Thank heaven! none of our own
people were similarly decorated!

SO HORRIFIED AND REVOLTED WAS | AT THS DISCOVERY THAT | HARDLY
ROUSED MYSELF TO GREET THE MEN. | LOOKED WITH AVERSION, AND YET
WITH A CERTAIN FASCINATION ON THE SERENE, CLEAR FEATURES OF THESE
SCALP TAKERS. YET, SINCE, IN THE DAYS FOLLOWNG, THS AVERSION
OOULD NOT BUT WEAR AWAY IN FACE OF THE SIMFLITY AND
STRAIGHTFORWARDNESS OF THE FRONTIERSMVEN, | HAD TO ACKNOWLEDGE
THAT THE ATROCIOUS DEED WAS MORE A PRODUCT OF CUSTOM THAN OF
natural barbarity.

OLD PINE, OF COURSE NOT AT ALL AFFECTED, BUSTLED ABOUT IN THE
MORE PRACTICAL MATTER OF GETTING OOFFEE AND CUTTING MEAT, AND
AFTER A MOVENT | AROUSED MYSELF TO HELP HM. THE MEN LAY ABOUT
ON THE GROUND EXHAUSTED. THEY DRANK THE COFFEE AND ATE THE
MEAT, AND SO REVVED, LITTLE BY LITTILE, ARRVED AT THE PONT OF
narration.

“IT’'S SURE ONE HELL OF A RIDE DOWN THERE,” REMARKED MCNALLY
with a sigh.

“GOO0D DEAL LIKE THE FOOTHLLS OF TH SNAKE RANGE, FOP,” RUT IN
President Tyler Pine.



“WE BEEN RDING PURTY NIGH EVERY MINUTE SENCE WE LEFT HERE,”
agreed Bagsby. “That rancheree was hard to find.”

LIMTLE BY LMTLE THE TALE DEVELOPED. NO ONE MAN, IN THE
PRESENCE OF ALL THE OTHERS, FELT LIKE TELLING US THE WHOLE STORY. WE
GATHERED THAT THEY HAD RIDDEN THE CARION FOR SEVERAL HOURS, RPAST
OLR FIRST CANPNG GROUNDS, AND FINALLY ~ OUT INTO THE LOWER RANGES.
HERE THEY LOST THE TRAL LEFT BY THE INDANS WHEN THEY HAD FIRST
VISITED OUR CAMP, BUT IN CASTING IN OROLES FOR IT HAD COME ON
FRESHER PONY TRACKS. THESE THEY HAD FOLLOWED PERSISTENTLY FOR
many miles.

“/ COULDN'T SEE THE SIGN OF A TRACK FOR A MLE AT A TIVE, ON THAT
hard ground,” interpolated Johnny.

At length the tracks had struck into a beaten trail.

“AND THEN WE KNEW WE WERE ON THE WAY TO THE RANCHEREE,”
said Bagsby.

THE VILLAGE THEY FOUND LOCATED IN A FALAT BY THE SIDE OF A
STREAM, AND THEY HALTED TO DETERVINE JUST WHAT TO DO. IT WAS
FINALLY DECDED THAT WHLE AN ATIACK ON HORSEBACK WOULD
UNDOUBTEDLY STRKE MORE INSTANT TERROR, YET THE DFFICLLTY OF
SHOOTING ACCURATELY FROM A GALLOP WOULD MORE THAN OFFSET THS
EFFECT. THEREFORE NINE OF THE PARTY CREPT UP AFOOT, LEAVING THREE
to lead forward the horses some distance in the rear.

“l WAS ONE OF THEW,” SAID JOHNNY. “THEY EVIDENILY HAVE SEEN
me shoot. | seem to be always out of it.”

THE MEN HAD WORVED THER WAY TO WITHN A HUNDRED YARDS OF
THE FLIMSY HUTS, OR TEFEES, WHEN THEY WERE DISCOVERED BY THE
DOGS. THE INDIANS IMVEDIATELY RUSHED OUT FELL-NVELL, IN A CROAD,

AND WERE MET BY A DEADLY VOLLEY FROM THE WHTE MEN'S RALES.
CAUGHT ABSOLUTELY BY SURFRISE, THEY TURNED AND FLED. SOMVE FEWV
LOOSED RANDOM ARROWS. THER HORSES COMNG UP AT A RIN N
CONVOY OF THE REAR GUARD, EACH NMAN THREW HVSELF INTO HS
SADDLE AND STARTED IN PURSUIT, SHOOTING RIGHT AND LEFT WITH THE



COLT'S REVOLVERS WHENEVER THEY CAUGHT UP WITH THE FUGITIVES.
JOH\NY TOLD ADMRNGLY HOW THE BACKWOODSVEN HAD RELOADED
their rifles while galloping.

“ALL | COUD DO TO SHOOT MNE OFF, LET ALONE LOADNG!” HE
confessed.

THERE WAS NO RESISTANCE, AND LITTLE MORTALITY AFTER THE FIRST
VOLLEY. THE INDANS BOLTED LIKE RABBITS INTO THE BRUSH. THE WHITE
VEN THEN RETURNED LESURALY TO THE VILLAGE, WHCH THEY PROCEEDED
to burn to the ground.

“IT MADE A GRAND BONFIRE,” INTERRUPTED JOHNNY. “VWWENT UP LIKE
GUNFOADER. AND THE INDIANS YELLED AND HOWLED AT US FROM THE
sidehills all the time.”

THE RAIDERS HAD FRED A FEW DEFIANT AND RANDOM SHOTS IN THE
DRECTION OF THE HOALING, AND THEN, AFTER OOLLECTING THE PONES
THAT HAD NOT STAMPEDED, RODE SLOWLY BACK THE WAY THEY HAD
come.

“Didn’t see anything of our three horses?” | asked.

“NARY HOSS,” SAD Buxx BARRY. “| FIGGER THEY JEST NATRALLY
stampeded off when the row started.”

“Are you sure those were the same Indians?” | asked.

A long silence fell.

“WHEL, WHAT IF THEY WASNT-AND THAT'S BY NO MEANS SURE
DEVANDED BUCK BARRY AT LAST, A LITTLE DEFIANTLY. “THE WHOLE LOT IS
THEVES AND MURDERERS; AND IF THEY'D HAD A CHANCE AT US, YOU
BET THEY'D HAVE TAKEN IT. AND WE SHOWED THE RED DEVLLS THEY
can't monkey with us!”

| LOOKED TOWARD THE CROSS OVER VASQUEZ, MURDERED AS
WANTONLY AS EVER MAN WAS MURDERED FOR PLUNDER, AND OOULD FIND
NOTHNG TO SAY. WHATEVER THE ETERNAL EQUITIES OF THE CASE MAY
BE—AND LONG SINCE | HAVE GVEN WP TRYING TO GUESS WHAT THEY
ARE-THE OOLD, FRACTICAL FACT REVAINS,  THAT NEVER DURNG OUR STAY
ON THE PORCUPINE DD ANY INDIAN COVE NEAR US AGAN. AND | AM



CONVINCED THAT IF THE INITIAL STEALING OF HORSES AND MURDER HAD

GONE WITHOUT REPRSAL, WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN A SECOND TIVE AND

MORE BOLDLY ATTACKED. BUT IF THAT WAS THE WRONG VILLAGE, WHAT A

train of reprisals and reprisals again in turn we may have laid!
“ONLY WE DDNT START IT, AND NEVER WOULD HAVE!" PERSISTED

Johnny stoutly.






CHAPTER XXVI
WE SEND OUT OUR
TREASURE

THOUGH THESE INDAN TROUBLES HAD NOTHNG TO DO WITH T,
NEVERTHELESS THEY MARKED THE BEGINNING OF OUR CHANGE OF LUCK.
WE SUFFERED NO DEFINITE MSFORTUNES; BUT THNGS DID NOT GO WELL.
THE SLIGHT MALARAL ATTACK OF DON GASPAR WAS THE FIRST OF AN
ANNOYING SERES. | SUFPOSE WE HAD ALL BEEN INOCULATED ON THE
MARSHES OF THE SACRANENTO, AND THE DISEASE HAD REVAINED
LATENT IN OUR SYSTEVS. THE HARD WORK IN THE OPEN AR HAD KEPT US
HEALTHY; BUT THE FEVER ONLY AWAITED THE FAVOURABLE NOVENT OF
DEPRESSION OR OF OVERWORK. THE COMVBINATION OF ICE COLD WATER
AROUND OUR LEGS AND BURNING SUN ON OUR HEADS WAS NOT THE BEST
IN THE WORLD. FORTUNATELY YANK, WHO CANME FROM AN AGUE COUNTRY,
HAD HAD FORESIGHT ENOUGH TO BRING A SUFFLY OF QUNNE. FOR TWO
MONTHS ONE OR THE OTHER OF US WAS AILING; AND ONCE FOR A FEW
days five of us were down!

THEN, TOO, | THNK THE ZEST OF THE GAME WAS FALLING ON US A
LITTLE, STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM. WE COULD DIG GOLD FROM THE SO
ALMOST AT WILL. IT WOULD SEEM THAT THS SINGLE FACT WOULD KEEP
NORVALLY ACQUISITIVE MEN KEYED TO A HGH FITCH OF ENDEAVOLR ALL
THE TIVE, BUT IT WAS NOT SO. | SUFFOSE WE NEEDED A VACATION.
WE BEGAN TO DISCUSS WHAT WE WOULD DO WHEN WE SHOULD SEE
THE OTY AGAN. NO ONE FOR A MOMENT DREANED THAT WE SHOULD
QUIT THESE RCH  DIGGINGS. WE WERE HERE TO MAKE OLR FORTUNES;
AND THE FORTUNES SERMVED TO BE READY FOR THE MAKING. ONLY THE
NOVELTY HAVING PASSED, IT HAD BECOVE HARD WORK, JUST LIKE THE
making of any other kind of a fortune.



THE PINE FAMLY CAMPED BELOW US, USED OULR CORRAL, AT OLR
INVITATION, AND SET RLACDLY TO WORK. THEY WERE TYPCAL
FRONTIERSVEN, AND SETTLED DOWN IN THE WELL-BULT CABIN WHCH THEY
QUICKLY RAN UP AS THOUGH THEY MEANT TO MAKE OF IT A FERVANENT
HOME. FOR TWO MONTHS, WHCH BROUGHT US UP TO THE BND OF JULY,
THEY LIVED A REGULAR AND LESURELY LIFE. THEN ONE MORNING, \ITHOUT
ANY WARNNG AT ALL, THEY RODE OVER TO OLR CABN, LEADNG THER
HORSES, FULLY PACKED. OLD MAN PINE EXPLAINED, WHLE HS FIVE TALL,
STEADY-EYED SONS SAT THER HORSES QUITE IMVOBLE N THE
BACKGROUND, THAT THEY HAD DUG ENOUGH GOLD FOR THER
NECESSITIES, AND THAT THEY WERE NOW GOING DOMN TO THE LOWER
OOUNTRY TO RICK OUT SOME GOOD LAND. THESE MEN WERE THE VERY
FIRST | HAFFENED TO MEET WHO HAD COME INTO THE COUNTRY WITH A
definite idea of settling.

AFTER THE DEARTURE OF THS STRONG FORCE, BEGAN OWR
DISCUSSIONS AS TO THE SAFEGUARDNG OF OUR GOLD. IT HAD Now
REACHED A VERY CONSIDERABLE SUM-SOVEWHERE NEAR THRTY-FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS, AS | REVEVBER IT. BAGSBY WAS VERY UNEASY AT
its presence in camp.

“THE INUUNS ARE BEGINNING TO KNOW IT'S WUTH SOVETHING,” HE
FONTED OUT. “THEY DON'T KNOW YET HOW MUCH, BUT THEY KNOW IT
WLL BUY BEADS AND BUTTONS AND RAINT AND WHSKEY AND
EVERYTHNG ELSE AN INJUN WANTS. AND THEY KNOW THAT'S WHAT WE RE
yere for; and that we must have a lot of it. | don’t calc’late that lot
WE LIOKED WILL BOTHER  US AGIN; BUT THEY'LL SPREAD THE NEWS WE RE
YERE. AND THERE'S LOTS OF BANDITS AND SOOUNDRELS GLAD TO TAKE A
CHANCE AT US. AND WHLE WE COVE OUT ALL RGHT BEFORE, THEY'LL GIT
us in the long run if we keep atit. I'd like to git rid of the stuff.”

DON GASPAR AGREED WITH HIM, AS DID ALSO YANK, BUCK BARRY,
AND MISSOUR JONES. MCNALLY, JOHNNY, AND | INCLNED TO THE
BELIEF THAT WE WOULD DO BETTER TO KEEP OUR WEALTH BY US UNTIL WE
FINALLY LEFT THE DIGGINGS, MAINTAINNG ALWAYS A PROFER GUARD. WE
OOULD NOT QUITE SEE HOW THE SENDING OUT OF THE GOLD WOULD MUCH



REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF ATTACK; BUT THE OTHERS SEEVED TO THNK
THE GOLD WOULD THEN BE SAFE ANYHOW, AND THAT THE NEWS OF IS
delivery at Sutter’s Fort would soon spread abroad.

ABOUT THS TIME THE DISCUSSION TOOK A MORE FRACTICAL TURN
FROM THE FACT THAT OUR FROVISIONS HAD RUN SO LOW THAT WE HAD PUT
OURSHLVES ON HALF RATIONS. AS WE DID NOT BELIEVE IT DESIRABLE NOR
HEALTHY TO DROP DOWN TO AN EXCLUSIVELY GAVE DEET, IT WOULD SOON
become necessary to go for more flour and coffee.

Buck BARRY NOW BROUGHT UP AGAIN STRONGLY THE ADVISABLITY OF
SENDING OLR TREASURE OUT TO A SAFE RLACE. HIS ARGUVENT WAS
GIVEN FONT BY THE ARRVAL IN CAMP ONE EVENNG OF THREE EVIL-
LOOKNG MEXICANS, SHABBLY CLOTHED, BUT WELL-ARVED, AND
MOUNTED ON BEAUTIFUL HORSES. WE FED THEM WELL, BUT SAW TO THE
CAPS OF OUR REVOLVERS AND THE SECLRITY OF OUR OORRAL BEFORE
TURNING IN FOR THE NGHT. IN THE MORNING THEY DEFARTED BEFORE WE
WERE STRRNG, WITHOUT SO MUCH AS A WORD OF THANKS. THESE
MYSTEROUS VISITORS HAD GVEN US NO FANTEST INKLNG OF THER
BUSINESS OR DESTINATION. DON~ GASAR STATED FLATLY THAT THEY HAD
OOME TO SPY US OUT, HAVING HEARD OF OUR PRESENCE IN THE VALLEY
from the Indians.

“And Itold them,” said he triumphantly, “that essoon we would
be sen’ out for the food.”

HE WENT ON TO ARGUE THAT THUS HE HAD PREFARED THER MNDS
FOR THE FACT THAT FACK-HORSES WOULD SOON BE GONG OUT. BY
distributing the gold its presence would be unsuspected.

| SUGGESTED A STRONG GUARD, BUT BOTH BAGSBY AND DON
Gaspar opposed me.

“There’s enough of these yere robbers to git us anyhow, even
IF WE ALL WENT,” SAID BAGSBY, “AND THAT'S WHY | WANT TO SEND THE
STUFF OUT NOW. THE ALACE THEY'LL TACKLE WILL BE RGHT YERE, IF THEY
tackle anything at all—’

| WILL NOT WEARY YOU WITH THE PROS AND CONS. AT THE TIMVE |
THOUGHT, AND | STILL THNK, THE WHOLE ARRANGHVENT MOST ILL ADVISED;



BUT AGAINST ME WAS THE UNTED OPNON OF NEARLY THE WHOLE
CAMP, INCLUDNG THE MOST LEVEL-HEADED MEVBERS OF MY OWN
PARTY. [T WAS FINALLY AGREED THAT YANK, Buok BARRY, AND DON
Gaspar should take out the gold.

THEY STARTED VERY EARLY IN THE MORNING, CARRYING THE TREASURE
IN SADDLE-BAGS AND ACROSS THE HORNS OF THE SADDLE. | ARGUED
THAT YANK RODE MUCH THE LIGHTEST AND HAD THE STRONGEST HORSE,
and managed to get the others to confide to him a full half of the
METAL. AT THE LAST MOVENT WE HAD MODIFIED THE ORIGINAL FLAN TO
SUT EVERYBODY. THE HORSEVEN ENCUVBERED BY PACK-ANMALS
WERE TO PUSH ON AS RAPDLY AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO REACH BY
nightfall the settlement where dwelt the ltalian friend. Once there
THEY COULD FEEL THEVSELVES REASONABLY SAFE. JOHNNY, MISSOUR
JONES AND | WOULD RDE WITH THEM UNTIL NOON AS A SORT OF ESCORT
FOR THE UNNHABITED FORTION OF THE JOURNEY. BY THAT HOR WE
FIGURED WE SHOULD HAVE REACHED THE OUTSKRTS OF THE REGULAR
DIGGINGS, WHERE, OUR EXPERIENCE TOLD US, OUR COVPANIONS WOULD
be safe.

ACOORDNGLY WE PUSHED OUR MOUNTS HARD. UNHAVPERED BY
PACK-ANIVALS, AND AIDED BY KNOWLEDGE OF THE ROUTE, WE MADE
GREAT PROGRESS. BY NOON WE HAD PASSED THE MEADOW OF OLR
NGHT'S CAMP. AFTER A HASTY LUNCH WE ACCOMPANED OUR VEN A
FEW MLES FARTHER, THEN SAID FARBVELL AND GODSPEED, AND HURRED
back in order to reach home before sunset.






CHAPTER XXVII
THE ROBBERY

WE COOKED OURSELVES A MEAL, AND BULT OURSELVES A FIRE. ABOUT
MDNGHT WE HEARD THE SOUNDS OF HORSES RAPDLY APFROACHNG.
IMVEDIATELY WE LEAPED FROM OUR BUNKS AND SHZED OLR RALES,
PEERING ANXIOUSLY INTO THE DARKNESS. A MOVENT LATER, HOWEVER,

WE WERE REASSURED BY A SHRILL WHSTLE PECULIAR TO BUCK BARRY,
and a moment later he and Don Gaspar rode into camp.

WE ASSALED THEM WITH A STORM OF QUESTIONS—WHY HAD THEY
RETURNED? WHAT HAD HAFFENED? WHERE WAS YANK? HAD THERE
been an accident?

DON GASMR, WHO APFEARED VERY WEARY AND DEPRESSED,
SHOOK HS HEAD SADLY. BARRY LOOKED AT US SAVAGALY FROM
beneath his brows.

“The gold is gone; and that's an end of it!” he growled.

AT THESE WORDS A CAREFUL, DEAD SLENCE FELL ON US ALL. THE
SITUATION HAD SUDDENLY BECOVE TOO SEROUS FOR HASTY TREATVENT.
WE FELT INSTINCTIVELY THAT A WRONG WORD MGHT DO IRREFARABLE
DAMAGE. BUT IN OUR HEARTS SUSPICION AND ANGER AND DULL. HATRED
LEAPED TO LIFE FULL GROWN. WE TIGHTENED OUR BELTS, AS IT WERE, AND
CLAVFED OUR ELBOAS TO OUR SIDES, AND BECAMVE WARY, WATCHNG
with unfriendly eyes. Johnny alone opened his lips.

“Lost? Idon’t believe it!” he cried.

BARRY CAST AN UGLY LOOK AT HM, BUT SAID NOTHNG. WE ALL SAW
that look.

“Where’s Yank?” | asked.

“Dead by now, | suppose,” flung back Barry.

“Goob GoD!” | CRED; AND UNDER MY BREATH, “THEN YOU'VE



murdered him!”

| DON'T KNOW WHETHER BARRY HEARD VE OR NOT, AND AT THE TIVE |
DD NOT MUCH CARE. HIS SULLEN EYE WAS RESTING ON ONE AFTER THE
OTHER OF US AS WE STOOD THERE IN THE FIRELIGHT. EVERY FACE WAS
ANGRY AND SUSPICIOUS. BARRY FLUNG HIVSELF FROM HS HORSE, TORE
THE PAD FROM ITS BACK, SLARFED IT ON THE FLANK, AND TURNED AWAY,
RECKLESS OF WHERE IT WENT. HE CUT HIVSELF A STEAK AND SET TO
OOOKING HS FOOD, AN UNCOVFROMISING SHOULDER TURNED IN OLR
DRECTION; NOR DID HE OFEN HS MOUTH TO UTTER ANOTHER WORD UNTIL
THE GENERAL DISCUSSION LATER IN THE EVENNG. DON GASRAR, WHO
OWNED THE ONLY RIDNG SADDLE, UNHARNESSED HS HORSE, LED IT TO
WATER, KNEE HALTERED IT, AND TURNED IT LOOSE TO GRAZE. WWHLE HE
WAS GONE NO ONE SPOKE, BUT WE GLANCED AT EACH OTHER DARKLY.
HE RETURNED, SAT DOWN BY THE FIRE, ROLLED HMSELF A CIGARETTE, AND
volunteered his story.

“My FREN,” SAID HE, WITH A DRECTNESS AND SUCCINCTNESS UTTERLY
FOREGN TO HS EVERYDAY SPEECH, “YOU WANT TO KNOW WWHAT
happen’. Ver well; it was like this.”

HE TOLD US THAT, AFTER WE HAD LEFT THEM, THEY HURRIED ON AS FAST
AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO REACH THE SETTLED COUNTRY. OWING TO THE
EXCELLENCE OF HS ANIMAL HE WAS GENERALLY SOME DISTANCE IN
ADVANCE. AT ONE PONT, STOPPING ON A SLIGHT ELEVATION TO ALLOW
THEM TO CATCH UP, HE LOOKED BACK IN TIVE TO SEE TWO MEN ON
HORSEBACK EMERGE FROM THE CHARARRAL JUST BEHND HS
COVRANIONS. DON GASRAR SHOUTED AND LEAPED FROM HS SADDLE,

BUT BEFORE THE WARNING HAD REACHED THE OTHERS, A RATA FROM THE
HAND OF ONE OF THE MEN HAD FALLEN WITH DEADLY ACCURACY AROUND
YANK'S ARMS AND BODY, JERKING HM VIOLENTLY FROM THE SADDLE
THE THROWER WHRLED HS HORSE TO DRAG HS VICTIM, DON GASPmR
FIRED, AND BY GREAT GOOD LUCK SHOT THE ANIVAL THROUGH THE BRAIN.
IT FELL IN A HEAP, PNNING TS RDER BENEATH IT. IN THE MEANTIVE
BARRY HAD LEAFED TO THE GROUND, AND FROM BEHND THE SHELTER OF
HS HORSE HAD SHOT THE FIRST ROBBER THROUGH THE BODY. OLR TWO



COMPANIONS NOW DREW TOGETHER, AND TOOK REFUGE BEHND SOVE
LARGE ROCKS, FREFARNG TO RECAVE THE CHARGE OF A BAND OF HALF
DOZEN WHO NOW AFPEARED. THE SITUATION LOOKED DESPERATE.
DON GASmR FRED AND MSSED. HE WAS NEVER ANYTHNG OF A
MARKSMAN, AND HS FIRST SHOT MUST HAVE BEEN A GREAT PIECE OF
LUCK. BARRY HELD HS FIRE. THE ROBBERS EACH DISCHARGED HS RFLE,
BUT HARVLESSLY. THEN JUST AS THEY SERVED ABOUT TO CHARGE N,
they whirled their horses and made off into the brush.

“We could not tell the why,” observed Don Gaspar.

The two men did not speculate, but ran out to where Yank lay,
APRARENTLY DEAD, HS ARVS STILL BOUND CLOSE TO HS BODY BY THE
NOOSE OF THE RATA. BARRY CUT THE ROFE WITH HS BOWE KNIFE, AND
THEY ROLLED HM OVER THEY FOUND HE STILL BREATHED, BUT THAT,
BESIDE THE SHOOK OF HS VIOLENT FALL, HE HAD BEEN BADLY TRANVFLED
BY THE HORSES. AFTER A MOVENT HE CAME TO CONSCIOUSNESS, BUT
WHEN THEY ATTEMPTED TO LIFT HM UPRIGHT, THEY FOUND THAT HS LEG
was broken.

AT THS MOVENT THEY HEARD THE SOUND OF VOICES, AND, looking
WP, SAW COMNG FROM THE OTHER DRECTION A BAND OF A DOZEN
MEN, HALF OF WHOM WERE ON HORSEBACK, AND ALL OF WHOM WERE
armed. This looked serious.

“WE GOT BEHND THE ROCK,” SAID DON GASRAR, “BUT WE THNK TO
ourself our goose is cook.”

THE NBAVCOMERS, HOWEVER, PROVED TO BE MNERS, WHO HAD
HEARD THE SHOTS, AND WHO NOW CAME HURRYING UP. EVIDENTLY THE
ROBBERS HAD CAUGHT SIGHT OR SOUND OF THER AFFROACH. THEY
WERE MUCH INTERESTED IN THE STATE OF AFFARS, EXAMNED THE
HORSE DON GASPAR HAD KILLED, SEARCHED FOR AND FOUND THE BODY
OF THE ROBBER BARRY HAD SHOT. IT FROVED TO BE A MEXICAN, WELL
KNOWN TO THEM ALL, AND SUSPECTED TO BE A MBVBER OF ANDREAS
AUO'S CELEBRATED BAND. THEY INQURED FOR THE DEAD HORSES
rider.

“AND THEN, FOR THE FIRST TIVE,” SAD DON GASRAR, “WE THNK OF



HM HE WENT DOAN WITH HS HORSE. BUT NOW HE WAS GONE, AND
ALSO THE HORSE OF SENOR YANK. BUT | THNK HE CRAWL OFF IN THE
CHARARRAL; AND THAT THE HORSE OF SENOR YANK RUN AWAY WITH THE
other horse of the dead man.”

AND THEN, | MUST CONFESS, TO OUR DISBELIEF IN THE TALE, DON
GASPR TOLD US THAT THE MINERS, THER CURIOSITY SATISFIED, CALMLY
prepared to return to their diggings, quite deaf to all appeals for
further help.

“THEY SAY TO US,” NARRATED DON GASRR EVENLY, “THAT THEY
WASH MUCH GOLD, AND THAT THEY CANNOT TAKE THE TIVE, AND WHEN |
tell them our friend is dying, they laugh, and essay that we ought
TO BE GLAD THEY COME AND ESSAVE our LIVES; AND THAT WE GET
along all right.”

WE DD NOT BELIEVE THS, THOUGH WE OOULD SEE NO OBJECT IN
DON GASmMR'S DECAVING US ON THE POINT. THREE MONTHS had
PASSED WHLE WE HAD BEEN ISOLATED IN THE VALLEY OF THE
PORCUPINE, AND WE HAD NOT YET BEEN TAUGHT WHAT A DIFFERENCE
THREE MONTHS CAN MAKE IN A YOUNG COUNTRY. IN THAT TIVE
THOUSANDS HAD LANDED, AND THE DIGGINGS HAD FILLED. ALL THE WORLD
HAD TURNED TO CALIFORNIA; ITS RFFRAFF AND OFFSCOURNGS AS WELL AS
ITS TRUE MEN. AUSTRALIA HAD UNLOADED ITS EX-CONVICTS, SO THAT THE
TERV “SYDNEY DUCK’ HAD BECOME ONLY TOO WHLL KNOWN. THE
IDYLLIC TIVE OF ORDER AND HONESTY AND FLEASANT LIVING WITH ONE'S
FELLOW-VEN WAS OVER BUT WE WERE UNAWARE OF THAT, AND,
KNOWING THE AVERAGE GENEROUS-HEARTED MNER, WE LISTENED TO
Don Gaspar with a certain surprised skepticism.

“But | FoLLOW THEM,” SAID DON GASRR, “AND | OFFER THEM TO RAY;
AND AFTER A WHLE TWO OF THEM COME BACK WITH ME, AND WE
MAKE A LITTER OF BRANCHES WITH MANY BLANKET, AND WE CARRY
SHEWOR YANK DOWN TO THE TOMN. THERE IS A TOWN THERE NOW. AND
BY GOOD CHANCE,” CONCLUDED DON GASPAR WITH A LITTLE SHOW OF
QUET RACAL PRDE, “WE FIND A CALIFORNA MAN AND HS WIFE, AND
they do their bes’ for Sefior Yank, who is very essick, and | think



HE IS NOW DEAD FROM THE TRAMP OF THE HORSES. AND WE BORROW
the fresh horse and come back.”

IT WAS INDEED, AS | THNK OF IT, A WONDERFUL RDE N THE
DARKNESS; BUT AT THE TIVE MY MND WAS FULL OF OUR POOR FREND.
The others, however, thought only of the gold.

“WE HAVE LEFT,” REFLED DON GASPAR TO THE RUDELY EXPRESSED
SHOWER OF QUESTIONS, “JUST THE ONE HALF. [T IS WELL KNOWN TO ALL THAT
Sefior Yank carried the most of the gold.”

“Yes, and we have Munroe to thank for that,” snarled Missouri
Jones.

“AS FAR AT THAT IS CONCERNED, | WAS AGAINST SENDING OUT THE
GOLD FROM THE VERY START,” | RETORTED. “IF YOU'D LISTENED TO ME, IT
would have all been safe right here.”

“IF WED HAD A DECENTLY STRONG GUARD, WED HAVE BEEN ALL
right,” growled McNally.

WE ALL SAW THE FUTILITY OF OUR FRST INSTINCTIVE FLARE OF SUSPICION.
IT WAS 0BVIOUS THAT IF DON GASPAR AND BUCK BARRY HAD INTENDED
TREACHERY THEY WOULD NEVER HAVE RETURNED TO US. | THINK THAT,
CURIOUSLY ENOUGH, WE WERE UNREASONABLY A LITTLE SORRY FOR THS. IT
WOULD HAVE BEEN SATISFACTORY TO HAVE HAD SOMETHING DEFINITE TO
ANTAGONZE. AS IT WAS, WE SAT HUVFED AROUND OLR FIRE UNTLL
MORNING. FOR A LONG PEROD WE REVAINED SULLENLY SILENT; THEN WE
WOULD BREAK INTO RECRIMINATIONS OR INTO EXPRESSIONS OF BITTER OR
SARCASTIC DISSATISFACTION WITH THE WAY THNGS HAD BEEN FLANNED
AND CARRED OUT. BAGSBY ALONE HAD THE SENSE TO TURN IN. WE
CHBAED THE CUD OF BITTER DISAFFONTMVENT. OUR WORK HAD BEEN
HARD AND CONTINUOUS; WE WERE, AS | HAVE POINTED OUT, JUST READY
FOR A REACTION; AND NOW THS CATASTROPHE ARRVED IN THE EXACT
MOMENT TO THROW US INTO THE DEPTHS OF GENUNE REVULSION. WE
hated each other, and the work, and the valley of the Porcupine,
AND GOLD DIGGNGS, AND CALIFORNA WITH A FINE IMPARTIALITY. THE
GRAY MORNNG LIGHT FOUND US SITTNG HAGGARD, DEJECTED,
disgusted, and vindictive around the dying embers of our fire.









CHAPTER XXVIII
THE BULLY

WITH DAYLIGHT WE BEGAN TO GET A GRP ON OURSELVES A LITTLE. | FRT
STRONGLY THAT | SHOULD SEE TO YANK, AND SO ANNOUNCED. JOHNNY AT
ONCE OFFERED TO ACCOMRANY ME. WHLE WE WERE TALKING OVER THE
future prospects, McNally came over to us, saying:

“THE BOYS ARE PRETTY WELL AGREED THAT WE OUGHT TO DVIDE WP
WHAT GOLD IS LEFT, AND LET EACH MAN TAKE CARE OF HS OWN SHARE.
Are you agreeable?”

WE INSTANTLY ASSENTED. THE SCALES WERE BROUGHT OUT, AND THE
DVISION BEGAN. IT CONSUMED MOST OF THE MORNING, AND WAS
PRODUCTIVE OF MUCH SQUABBLING, IN WHCH, HOMVEVER, WE TOOK NO
PRT. OWR SHARE, INCLLDNG YANK'S—WITH WHCH WE WERE
INTRUSTED-CAME TO ABOUT THRTY-ONE FOUNDS: A VALLE OF ABOUT
SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS. WE WERE IMPATIENT TO BE OFF, AND NOW
WANTED NOTHNG SO MUCH AS TO BE DONE WITH THE WHOLE AFFAIR
Yank had ridden one of our horses; the other had been stolen in
THE INDIAN RAID. WE APPROACHED DON GASFAR, WHO HAD HS OWN
SADDLE HORSE AND THAT OF VASQUEZ, NOT TO SPEAK OF THE
REVAINNG PACK-ANIMALS. TO OUR SURPRSE AND DELIGHT HE OFFERED
TO ACOOMRANY US; AND BAGSBY, TOO, DECIDED TO LEAVE. MONALLY,
BUxX BARRY, AND MISSOUR JONES, HOWEVER, OOUD NOT BE
PERSUADED OUT OF THER INTENTION OF  REMAINING TO DIG FRESH GOLD;
NOR, | AM AFRAID, WERE WE VERY CORDAL IN OUR INSISTENCE. WE
CONSIDERED THEM FOOLHARDY; BUT IN OLR THEN MOOD WE DID NOT
greatly care.

BY NOON WE HAD PACKED OLR GOODS, AND BY NGHT WE HAD
broken the back of our return journey.



WE FOUND A FULL-GROWN TOWN WHERE WE HAD LEFT A FEW TENTS AND
MNERS' CABINS. ITS MAIN STREET RAN HTHER SIDE THE DEEP DUST OF
THE IMVIGRANT TRAILL, AND CONSISTED OF THE USUAL SHANTIES, CANVAS
SHACKS, AND LOG STRUCTURES, WITH RATHER MORE THAN THE CUSTOVARY
ALLOWANCE OF TIN CANS, OLD CLOTHES, WORN-OUT BOOTS, AND BVPTY
BARRELS KICKING AROUND. THE DIGGINGS WERE IN THE GULCH BELOW
THE ROAD; BUT THE STREETS OF THE TOWN, AND ESFECALLY THE SHADY
SIDES OF THE BULDINGS, WERE NUVEROUSLY FURNISHED WITH LOUNGING
MEN. SOME OF THESE WERE BVALOYEES OR OMNERS OF THE
GAMBLING HALLS, SALOONS, AND BOARDING-HOUSES; BUT MOST WERE
FLAN “LOAFERS’—A CLASS NEVER WHOLLY ABSENT FROM ANY MNNG
CAMP, NEN WHO WASHED JUST ENOUGH GOLD TO KEEP THEVSELVES
FED AND ACKLED IN DRNK. MANY OF THEM WERE EVIL-LOOKING
CUSTOVERS, IN FACT ABOUT AS TOUGH A LOT AS A MAN WOULD CARE TO
SEE, UNSHAVEN GENERALLY, BUT NOT ALWAYS, DIRTY, TRUCULENT AND
ROUGH, INSOLENT IN MANNER. IN OUR PASSAGE OF THE MAN STREET |
SAW JUST THREE DECENT LOOKING PEOFLE-ONE WAS EVIDENTLY A
GAMBLER, ONE A BEEFY, RED-FACED INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD SOVETHING
TO DO WITH ONE OF THE HOTELS, AND THE THRD WAS A TALL MAN, RPAST
MDDLE AGE, WITH A CLEAN SHAVEN, HAWK FACE, A PIERCNG,
HAUGHTY, BLACK EYE, AND IRON GRAY HAR HE WAS CAREFULLY AND
FLAWLESSLY DRESSED IN A GRAY FURRED “PLUG’ HAT, TAILED BLUE OOAT
WITH BRASS BUTTONS, A BUFF WAISTCOAT, TROUSERS OF THE same
SHADE, AND A FRLLED SHRT FRONT. IMVACULATE DOWN TO WITHN SIX
INCHES OR SO OF THE GROUND, HS NETHER GARVENTS AND BOOTS WERE
QOATED THOKLY WITH THE INEVITABLE RED DUST. HE STRODE SLOWLY
down the street, looking neither to right nor left.

DON GASRR LED THE WAY FOR A SHORT DSTANCE ALONG THE
WAGON ROAD. ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE SETTLEVENT HE TURNED ASIDE
TO A SMALL LOG CABIN SUPFLEVENTED BY A BRUSH LEAN-TO. A LONG
STRNG OF BRGHT RED PEPFERS HUNG DOWN THE FACE OF M. TO OR
KNOCK CAME A VERY FAT, RATHER DIRTY, BUT EXCEEDINGLY FLEASANT-
FACED WOMAN WITH GLOSSY BLACK HAIR, PARTED SMOOTHLY, AND SOFT



BLACK EYES. SHE OPENED THE DOOR ONLY THE FRACTION OF AN INCH AT
first, but instantly recognized Don Gaspar, and threw it wide.

TO OWR GREAT RELEF WE FOUND YANK VERY MJUCH ALVE HE
GREETED US RATHER FEEBLY,, BUT WITH SATISFACTION. WE FOUND THAT HE
HAD BEEN KINDLY CARED FOR, AND THAT THE SURFACE WOUNDS AND
BRUSES FROM THE HORSES' HOOFS HAD BEEN TREATED WITH SOVE
skill.

“BuUr | RECKON 'M HURT SOME INSIDE” HE WHSPERED WITH
DIFFICULTY, “FOR | CANT BREATHE EASY; AND | CAN'T EAT NOTHN BUT
soup. And my leg is hell.”

THE BROKEN LEG TOO HAD BEEN BOUND UP AFTER A FASHON, BUT IT
was badly swollen above and below the bandages.

“HE OUGHT TO HAVE A DOCTOR” SAD | FOSMVALY. “THERES NO
DOUBT OF THAT. THERE MUST BE SOMVE AMONG THE MNERS—THERE
generally is. 'm going to see if Ican find one.”

| RETURNED TO TOWN, AND HUNTED UP THE BEEFY, RED-FACED HOTEL
keeper, who had impressed me as being an honest man.

“YES, THERE'S A DOCTOR,” SAID HE, “A MGHTY GOOD ONE. HE wWenr
BY HERE A LITTLE WHLE AGO. NAVE'S DR RANKIN. 'LL RUSTLE HIM OUT
FOR YOu. OH, YoU PETH” HE SHOUTED INTO THE INTEROR OF THE
building.

A MOVENT'S SHUFFLING ABOUT PRECEDED THE AFFEARANCE OF A
negro boy of twelve or fourteen.

“Yes, sah.”

“GO AND DR RANKIN AND BRING HM HERE RGHT AWAY. TELL HM A
gentleman wants him.”

“You've got a mighty sudden sort of camp here,” said |, as we
SETTLED OURSELVES TO WAIT. “THREE MONTHS AGO | WENT THROUGH
here, and there was practically nothing.”

“LOOKS TO BE A THOUSAND YEARS, THOUGH,” AGREED THE HOTEL
man. “Where you been?”

“Oh, just prospecting,” | replied vaguely.



“Strike it?”

“JUsT FAR” | EVADED; “NOT RCH ENOUGH TO KEEP ME FROM
coming back, you see. Any finds here?”

“THE DGGNGS ARE RCH AS MWD,” REALED THE HOTEL MAN
dispassionately. “It's a prosperous camp all right.”

“You don’t 'wash'’ yourself?” | asked.

“Not II' | MAKE MORE THAN MY ‘OUNCE A DAY’ RGHT HERE” HE
jerked his thumb at his hotel.

“A good many ‘loafers,” | suggested.

HE LOOKED AT ME STEADLY, HESTATED FOR A MOVENT, THEN
evidently changed his mind.

“Quite a few,” he agreed.

AT THS MOVENT THE NEGRO BOY AFFEARED, CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY
THE MAN WITH THE BLUE COAT AND WHITE BEAVER HAT WHOM | HAD
TAKEN FOR AN ECCENTRC GAMBLER THS MAN WALKED SLOALY WP TO
face me.

“WELL, SR?” HE DEVANDED. “| AM TOLD | CAN BE OF SERVICE IN
what way?”

His PERONG BLACK EYE HED MNE WITH A CERTAN HGH
arrogance.

“PROFESSIONALLY, DOCTOR,” | REFLIED. “A FREND OF MINE IS LYING
badly hurt in a nearby hut.”

FORA BARELY APFRECIABLE INSTANT HS EYE HELD MNE AFTER | HAD
CEASED SFEAKING, AS THOUGH HE WAS AFFRAISNG ME. THEN HE
bowed with old-fashioned courtesy.

“AT YOUR SERVICE, SR,” SAID HE. “PETE, YOU BLACK RASCAL, GET MY
bag, and get it quick.”

THE LITTLE NEGRO, WHO HAD STOOD BY OBVIOUSLY WORSHFPING,
BROKE INTO A GRN AND DARTED INTO THE HOTEL, ALMOST INSTANTLY
reappearing with a regulation professional satchel.

“At your service, sir,” repeated Dr. Rankin.

WE TOOK OUR STATELY PROGRESS UP THE STREET, THROUGH THE DEEP



RED DUST. THE HOT SUN GLARED DOWN UPON US, REFLECTING FROM THE
SURFACE OF THE EARTH IN SUFFOCATING HEAT. HARD AS | WAS, | FLUSHED
AND PERSPRED. THE DOCTOR NEVER TURNED A HAR. AS WE PASSED
ONE OF THE SALOONS A HUGE, HARY MAN LURCHED OUT, NEARLY
QOLLIDING WITH US. HE WAS NOT DRUNK, BUT HE WAS WELL FLUSHED WITH
DRINK. His MOOD WAS EVIDENTLY UGLY, FOR HE DROPFED HS HAND TO
THE BUTT OF HS REVOLVER, AND GROWLED SOVETHING TRUCULENT AT ME,
GLARNG THROUGH BLOODSHOT EYES. DR RANKIN, WHO HAD STEFFED
back to avoid collision, spoke up:

“MALONE,” SAD HE, “l TOLD YOU A WEEK AGO THAT YOU HAVE TO
stop drinking or come to me. Irepeat it.”

HE TURNED HS KEEN BLACK EYES UFON THE BIG MAN, AND
STEPPED FORWARD. THE BIG MAN MUTTERED SOVETHNG AND MOVED
aside.

ARRVED AT THE HUT OF THE MORERAS, FOR THAT IT SEBVED WAS THE
NAME OF OUR HOST AND HOSTESS, DR RANKIN LAID ASIDE HS FURRY
BEAVER HAT, WALKED DRECTLY TO THE SIDE OF THE BUNK ON WHICH
YANK LAY, AND BEGAN HS EXAMNATION, WITHOUT VOUCHSAFING
ANYTHNG OR ANYBODY ELSE THE SLIGHTEST GLANCE. NOR DID HE SEEM
TO PAY MORE ATTENTION TO YANK AS A HUVAN BEING, BUT FRODDED
AND PULLED AND HAULED AND MANIPULATED HM FROM TOP TO TOE, HS
GRAY, HAWK FACE INTENT AND ABSORBED. OCCASIONALLY, AS HE
REFEATED SOME PROD, HE LOOKED UP KEENLY INTO YANK'S FACE,
PROBABLY FOR SONE SLIGHT SYMPTOM OF PAIN THAT ESCAPED US, FOR
YANK REVAINED STOICAL. BUT HE ASKED NO QUESTIONS. AT THE END
OF TEN MNUTES HE THREW THE BLANKET OVER OUR FREND'S FORM AND
STOOD ERECT, CAREFULLY DUSTING THE ENDS OF HS FINGERS AGAINST
one another.

“BROKEN LEG, BADLY SET,” SAD HE “TWO BROKEN RBS; SEVERE
SURFACE BRUISES; AND POSSIBILITY OF INTERNAL BRUISES IN THE REGION
OF THE SPALEEN. NEGLECTED TOO LONG. WHY WASNT | SENT FOR
before?”

| EAAANED. DR RANKIN LISTENED ATTENTIVALY, BUT MADE NO



comment. His eyes travelled slowly over us all-the fat, pleasant,
BROWN CALIFORNA WOMAN, HER BEARDED HUSBAND, WHO HAD COVE

IN FROM THE DIGGNGS, BAGSBY'S TALL, WRY OLD FORM, THE WORN
REVAINS OF DON GASMR'S FINERY, AND LINGERED A MOVENT ON
Johnny’s undisguisable air of high spirit and breeding.

“How MANY OF YOU BELONG HERE?” HE DEVANDED. ‘I can’t
WASTE TIVE ON THE REST OF YOU. THOSE WHO ARE NOT DRECTLY
concerned, kindly step outside.”

“JOHNNY AND | WILL TAKE CARE OF THIS,” | TOLD THE OTHERS HASTLY,
before they had time to say anything.

“Now,” CRED DR RANKIN, REVIOVING HS BLUE COAT, AND TURNING
back the frills of his shirt, “hot water!”

WE ASSISTED AT THE RATHER DREADFUL PROCESS OF RESETTING A
BROKEN LEG THREE DAYS OLD. AT THE END OF THE OFERATION WE WERE
all pretty limp.

“How long?” gasped Yank, opening his eyes.

“THREE MONTHS; NOT A DAY LESS IF YOU WANT THAT LEG TO BE AS
good as ever,” stated Dr. Rankin uncompromisingly.

Yank closed his eyes and groaned.

The doctor resumed his coat and picked up his beaver hat.

“What treatment?” | ventured to ask.

“l WLL INFORM THE WOVAN,” REFLED THE DOCTOR “THESE
CALIFORNANS ARE THE BEST NURSES IN THE WORLD, ONCE THNGS ARE
on a proper footing.”

“YOWR FEE, SR?” ASKED JOH\NY VERY FORMVALLY, FOR THE DOCTOR'S
brusque manner had rubbed.

“ONE OUNCE” STATED DR RANKIN. “l SHALL DIRECT THE WOMAN,
AND | SHALL RETURN ONE WEEK FROM TO-DAY UNLESS CONDITIONS
change. In that case, summon me.”

HE POUCHED THE GOLD DUST THAT JOHNNY SHOOK INTO THE FALM OF
HS HAND AT A GUESS, BOMED FORVALLY TO EACH OF US IN TURN,
PICKED UP HS BAG AND DERARTED, RIGIDLY ERECT, THE FINE RED DUST



crawling and eddying at his feet.

THEN WE HED A COUNOL OF WAR ALL OF Us. DON GASmR
announced his intention of returning to his rancho in the south.

“l HAVE FOUND THE GOLD, AND | HAVE MADE FREN'S, AND | HAVE
now enough,” said he.

BAGSBY, TOO, SAID HE THOUGHT HE WOULD JUST RDE DOWN AS FAR
AS SUTTER'S FORT, THERE TO LAY IN A SUPFLY OF PFOADER AND BALL FOR A
trip in the mountains.

“I'kind of want to git up another b’ar fight,” said he. “If | thought
THERE WAS A GHOST OF A SHOW TO GIT THEBM ROBBERS FOR YOU BOYS,
I'D STAY AND HELP YOU SOOUT FOR THEM, BUT THERE ANT A SHOW IN
the world. They've had a good three days’ start.”

AFTER SHAKING HANDS WITH US AGAIN AND AGAIN, AND OBTAINNG
PROMSES THAT WE SHOULD ALL SURELY MEET IN SAN FRANCISCO OR
MONTEREY, THEY MOUNTED AND TOOK THER DERFARTURE IN ORDER TO GET
well clear of the settlement before nightfall.

WHEN THEY HAD GONE YANK OFENED HS EYES FROM THE
apparent sleep into which he had fallen.

“YOU FELLOWS DON'T HANG AROUND HERE WITH ME, | CAN TELL YOU
THAT,” HE STATED. “I'M FIXED ALL RGHT. | WANT YOU TO MAKE
ARRANGEVENTS WITH THESE PEOPLE YERE TO KEEP ME, TUCK MY GOLD
UNDER MY PILLER, STACK OLD BETSEY P YERE IN THE CORNER BY ME,
AND GO ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS. YOU COME OUT YERE TO DIG GOLD, NOT
to take keer of cripples.”

“ALL RGHT, YANK, WELL FIX IT SOVEHOW,” | AGREED. “NOW IF YOU RE
ALL RGHT, JOHNNY AND | WILL JUST GO AND STRAIGHTEN OUT OUR CAMP

things a little.”
WE WERE NOW, IT WILL BE REVEVBERED, WITHOUT HORSES. DON
GASPAR HAD UNPACKED OLR FEN BELONGINGS BEFORE departing.

JOH\NY AND | FOUND A GOOD CAMPING FLACE, THEN CARRIED THE STUFF
OVER ON OLR BACKS. WE COOKED OURSHLVES SOVE FOOD, LIT PIPES,
and sat down to talk the situation over.



WE GOT NOMERE. AS A MATTER OF FACT, WE WERE BOTH IN THE
DEAD-WATER OF REACTION FROM HARD, LONG-CONTINUED LABOUR, AND
WE COULD NOT BRNG OURSHLVES TO FACE WITH ANY ENTHUSIASM THE
RESUMNG OF GOLD WASHNG. REVULSION SHOOK US AT THE MERE
THOUGHT OF GETTING DOWN IN A HOT, GLARNG RAVINE AND MOVING
HEAVY EARTH AND ROCKS. YET WE HAD NOT MADE A FORTUNE, NOR
MUCH OF A BEGNNNG AT ONE, AND NETHER OF US WAS WHAT IS
KNOWN AS A QUITTER. WE REALIZED PERFECTLY THAT WE WOULD GO ON
gold mining.

“WHAT WE NEED IS A RECESS,” JOHNNY BENDED, “AND | MOVE WE
TAKE IT. JUST LET'S CAMP HERE, AND LOAF FOR A FEW DAYS OR A WEEK,
AND SEE HOW YANK GETS ALONG, AND THEN WE CAN GO BACK TO
Porcupine.”

AS THOUGH THS DECSION LIFTED A GREAT WEGHT, WE SAT BACK ON
OLR SHOULDER BLADES WITH A SIGH OF RELIEF, AND BLEW TOBACCO
SMOKE STRAIGHT UP IN THE AR FOR AT LEAST AIFTEEN MNUTES. BY THE
END OF THAT TIVE WE, BENG YOUNG AND RESTLESS, FELT THOROUGHY
refreshed.

“Let's go look this outfit over,” suggested Johnny.

WE GRAVITATED NATURALLY TO THE DIGGNGS, WHCH WERE VERY
MUCH LIKE THOSE AT HANGVAN'S GULCH, EXCEPT THAT THEY WERE
RATHER MORE EXTENSIVE, AND BRANCHED OUT MORE INTO THE TRBUTARY
RAVINES. THE MEN WORKING THERE WERE, MANY OF THEM, OF A MUCH
BETTER TYPE THAN THOSE WE HAD SEEN IN TOMN, THOUGH EVEN HERE
WAS A LARGE HEVENT OF ROUGHLOOKING, WLD, RECKLESS
CUSTOVERS. WE WANDERED ~ ABOUT HERE AND THERE, OLR HANDS IN
OLR POCKETS, A VAST LESURE FILLING OLR SOULS. WITH SOME OF THE
MORE PLEASANT-AFFEARNG MNERS WE CONVERSED. THEY TOLD US
THAT THE DIGGINGS WERE RICH, GOOD “OUNCE A DAY” DIGGINGS. WE
SAW A GOOD MANY CRADLES IN USE. [T WAS EASY TO THL THE OLD-
TIVERS FROM THE RFFRAFF OF NEWCOMERS. A GREAT MANY OF THE LATTER
SEAVED TO LACK THE STEADNESS OF PURPOSE CHARACTERSTIC OF
NEARLYY ALL THE FRST RUSH THEY WORKED HAPHAZARDLY,



SPASMODICALLY, PULLING AND HAULING AGAINST EACH OTHER. SOVE
SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN WORKING AT ALL, FOR THER EYES WERE SUNKEN
in their heads fromiliness.

“WE VE GOT TO HUSTLE NOW,” THEY TOLD US. “VVE CAN TAKE A GOOD
rest when the rains stop work.”

WE NOTICED ESPECALLY A MARKED CHANGE IN DEVEANOLR
AMONG SOME OF THE GROUPS. IN THE EARLY RART OF THE SUMMER
EVERY MAN ANSWERED EVERY MAN GOOD-NATUREDLY, EXCEPT HE
HAFPENED TO HAVE A NEXT DAY’S HEAD OR SOVE OTHER SORT OF A
PERSONAL GROUCH. NOW NMANY COMRACT LITTLE GROUPS OF MEN
WORKED QUITE ARART. WHEN ADDRESSED THEY MERELY SCOMED OR
LOOKED SULLEN, EVIDENTLY QUITE UNWLLING TO FRATERNZE WITH THE
chance-comer.

WE LOAFED ABOUT HERE AND THERE THROUGH THE DIGGINGS,
SWAPPNG REVARKS WITH THE BETTER DISFOSED, WNTL THE MEN
began to knock off work. Then we returned through the village.

ITS STREET HAD BEGWN TO FILL. HERE, TOO, WE OOULD NOT BUT BE
STRUCK BY THE SUBTLE CHANGE THAT HAD COVE OVER THE SPRIT OF THE
PEORLE. ALL USED TO SEEM LIKE THE MEVBERS OF A BIG FAMLY,
GOOD-NATURED AND APPROACHABLE EVEN WHEN STRANGERS. NOw A
SLOWER ACQUAINTANCE MUST PRECEDE FAMLIARITY. WE SEaVED OUT
OF IT BECAUSE WE DID NOT KNOW ANYBODY, SOVETHING WE HAD NOT
FELT BEFORE IN A MNING CAMP. THERE WAS NO HOSTILITY IN THS, NOT
AN IOTA; ONLY NOW IT HAD EVIDENTLY BECOVE NECESSARY TO HOLD A
MAN OFF A LITTLE UNTIL ONE KNEW SOVETHNG ABOUT HM PEORLE
SERVED, SOVEHOW, vatchful, N SATE OF THE SURFACE AR OF
GOOD-NATURE AND OF BOISTEROUS SPRTS. WE DD NOT QUITE
UNDERSTAND THS AT THE MOMENT, BUT WE LEARNED MORE ABOUT IT
later.

WE SAUNTERED ALONG PEERNG INTO THE VAROUS BULDINGS. THE
SALOONS WERE HERE MORE ELABORATE THAN AT HANGWAN'S, THE
GAMBLING FLACES LARGER, AND WITH SOVE SLIGHT ATTEVPT AT SAN
FRANCISCO SPLENDOUR. THAT IS TO SAY, THERE WERE LARGE GLT-



FRAMED MRRORS ON THE WALLS, NUDE PICTURES, AND IN SOVE CASES
A STAGE FOR MUSICAL PERFORVERS. ONE OF THE THREE STORES WAS
devoted entirely to clothing and “notions,” to us a new departure
IN SPECALIZATION. WWE WERE SADLY IN NEED OF GARVENTS, SO WE
ENTERED, AND WERE AT ONCE MET BY A VERY OLY, SUAVE SPECIVEN

OF THE CHOSEN PEOALE. WHEN WE HAD ESCAPED FROM THS
robber’s den we looked at each other in humorous dismay.

“Glad Yank don’t need clothes, anyway,” said Johnny.

WE WERE, IT WILL BE REVEVBERED, OUT OF FROVISIONS, SO WE
ENTERED ALSO ONE OF THE GENERAL STORES TO LAY IN A SMALL SUFFRLY.
THE PROPFRETOR FROVED TO BE AN OLD FREND, JONES, THE
storekeeper at Hangman's.

“WHCH,” SAID JOHNNY SHREADLY, “IS A SAD COMVENTARY ON THE
decline of the diggings at Hangman’s.”

JONES WAS EVIDENTLY PROSFEROUS, AND DONG BUSINESS ON A
MUCH LARGER SCALE THAN AT THE OLD FLACE, FORINHS ~ commodious
BULDING WERE QUANTITIES OF GOODS DISFLAYED AND MANY BARRELS
AND BOXES STILL UNOPENED. HE DID NOT RECOGNIZE US, OF COURSE,

AND WE HAD TO AWAIT THE COMRLETION OF A TALE HE WAS TELLING A
group perched on the counters and on the boxes.

“GOT A CONSIGNVENT OF MXED GOODS FROM MELLIN,” HE WAS
SAYING, “AND ONE OF THE BARRELS WASN T MARKED WITH ANYTHNG |
OOULD MAKE OUT. | KNOCKED THE TOP IN, AND CHUCKED HER OUT
BEHND FOR SPOLED BEEF. CERTANLY STUNK LKE . WHLL, SRR, THAT
barrel lay there for a good ten days; and then one day up drifted
A DUTCHVAN WITH A BROGUE ON HM THOK ENOUGH TO FLANT FLAG-
POLES IN. ‘HOW MOOCH,” SAYS HE ‘IS DOT STOOF?" ‘WHAT STUFF?’
SAYS |. ‘DOT STOOF OUDT BEHND.” ‘| AN'T GOT NO STUFF OUT BEHND!
WHAT'S EATING YOU?’ SAYS |. THEN HE FONTS OUT THAT SPOLED
BEEF. ‘GOOD LORD!” SAYS |, ‘HELP YOURSELF. | GOT A LOT OF NERVE, BUT
NOT ENOUGH TO CHARGE A MAN FOR ANYTHNG THAT STINKS LIKE THAT
BEEF. BUT YOU BETTER LET IT ALONE YOU'LL GET Sik!” WHLL, SR, YOU
WOULDN'T THNK THERE WAS ANY DUTCHVEN IN THE COUNTRY, NOW



WOULD YOU? BUT THEY CAME TO THAT STINK LIKE FLIES TO MOLASSES.
ANy TIVE I'D LOOK OUT THE BAOK DOOR I'D SEE ONE OR TWO NOSING
AROUND THAT OLD SPOILED BEEF. THEN ONE DAY ANOTHER OLD BEER-

BELLY SAGGED IN. ‘SAY, YOU GOT ANY MORE BARRALS OF DOT
SAUERKRAUT?’ HE WANTS TO KNOW. ‘THAT WHAT?' | Asks. ‘Dor
SAUERKRAUT,” SAYS HE, ‘LIKE DOT IN THE BACKYARD. | GF YOU GooT
PRCE FOR A WHOLE BARREL,” SAYS HE. AND HERE I'D GIVE AWAY A
WHOLE BARREL! | MGHT'VE GOT A DOLLAR A PFOUND FOR THE STUFF. |/ DON'T
know what it might be worth to a Dutchman.”

He turned away to wait on us.

“AND YOU WOULDN' T GUESS THERE WAS SO MANY DUTCHVEN IN THE
country!” he repeated.

WE RAID HS TERRBLE PRICES FOR OUR FEW NECESSITIES, AND WENT
OUT. THE MUSIC WAS BEGNNING TO TUNE UP FROM THE GAMBLING
places and saloons. It reminded us of our Italian friend.

“SEBVS TO ME HS ALACE WAS RGHT HERE WHERE WE ARE,”
PUZZLED JOHNNY. “HANGED IF | DON'T BELIEVE THS IS THE FLACE, ONLY
they've stuck a veranda roof on it.”

WE TURNED INTO THE ENTRANCE OF THE HOTEL, TO FND OURSELVES IN
THE WELL-REVEVBERED LONG, LOW ROOM WHEREIN WE HAD SFENT THE
EVENNG A FEW MONTHS BEFORE. IT WAS NOW FURNISHED WITH A BAR,
THE FLIMSY RARTITIONS HAD BEEN KNOCKED OUT, AND EVIDENILY
ADDITIONS HAD BEEN CONSTRUCTED BEYOND THE VARIOUS CLOSED
DOORS. THE MOST CONSPICUOUS SINGLE THNG WAS A HUGE BULLETIN
BOARD OOCUPYING ONE WHOLE END. IT WAS WRITTEN OVER CLOSELY WITH
HANDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF NAMES. SEVERAL MEN WERE
LABOROUSLY SPELLING THEM OUT. THS, WE WERE GVEN TO
UNDERSTAND, WAS A SORT OF REGISTER OF THE OVERLAND IMMIGRANTS;
AND BY ITS MEANS MANY PARTIES OBTAINED FRST NEWS OF SCATTERED
members.

THE MAN BEHND THE BAR LOOKED VAGUELY FAMLIAR TO ME, BUT |
could not place him.



“Where’s the proprietor of this place?” | asked him.

HE INDICATED A SHORT, BLOASY, TRUCULENT-LOOKING INDIVIDUAL WHO
was, at the moment, staring out the window.

“There used to be an ltalian—" 1 began.

THE BARKEEPER UTTERED A SHORT BARKING LAUGH AS HE TURNED TO
attend to a customer.

“HE FOUND THE OLIMATE BAD FOR HS HEART—AND SOLD ouTl” SAD
he.

ON THE WALL OFFOSITE WAS POSTED A NUVBER OF PRINTED AND
WRTTEN HANDBILLS. WE STOPFED IDLY TO EXAMNE THEM. THEY HAD
IN GENERAL TO DO WITH LOST PROFERTY, STOLEN HORSES, AND REWARDS
FOR THE APPREHENSION OF VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS. ONE STRUCK US IN
PARTICULAR. [T WAS ISSUED BY A OTZENS COMMITEE OF SAN
FRANCISCO, AND ANNOUNCED A GENERAL REWARD FOR THE CAPTURE OF
any member of the “Hounds.”

“LOOKS AS IF THEY’D GOT TIRED OF THAT GANG DOWN THERE,” JOHNNY
OBSERVED. “THEY WERE RULING THE ROOST WHEN WE LEFT. DO You
KNOW, | SAW ONE OF THOSE FELLOWS THS AFTERNOON-PERHAPS YOU
REVEVBER HM-A MAN WITH A QUEER SORT OF BLUE SCAR OVER ONE
CHEEKBONE. | SWEAR | SAW HM IN SAN FRANGSCO. THERE'S OLR
chance to make some money, Jim.”

THE PROPRETOR OF THE HOTEL TURNED TO LOOK AT JOHNNY CURIOUSLY,
AND SEVERAL OF THE LOAFERS DRINKING AT THE BAR GLANCED IN THE
DRECTION OF HS CLEAR YOUNG VOICE. WWE WENT ON READNG AND
ENJOYING THE NOTICES, SOVE OF WHICH WERE VERY QUAINT. SUDDENLY
THE DOOR BURST OFEN TO ADMT A BIG MAN FOLLOWED CLOSHELY BY A
MOTLEY RABBLE. THE LEADER WAS A RED-FACED, BURLY, WHSKERED
INDIVIDUAL, WITH A RED BEARD AND MATTED HAIR. AS HE TURNED | SAW
a star-shaped blue scar above his cheekbone.

“WHERE' S THE— — — THAT IS GOING TO MAKE SOVE MONEY OUT OF
ARRESTNG ME?” HE ROARED, SWINGNG HS HUGE FORM
ostentatiously toward the centre of the room.



| CONFESSED | WAS AGHAST, AND COVFLETELY AT A LOSS. A ROW

WAS EVIDENTLY UNAVODABLE, AND THE ODDS WERE AGAINST US.
ALMOST AT THE INSTANT THE DOOR CAME OFEN, JOH\NY, WITHOUT
WAIMNG FOR HOSTILE DEMONSTRATION, JERKED HS COLT'S REVOLVERS
FROM THER HOLSTERS. WITH ONE BOUND HE REACHED THE CENTRE OF
THE ROOM, AND THRUST THE MUZZLES BENEATH THE BULLY'S NOSE. His
black eyes were snapping.

“SHUT UP, YOU HOUND!” HE SAD IN A LOW, EVEN VOICE. “| WOULDN'T
CONDESCEND TO MAKE MONEY OUT OF YOUR MSERABLE CARCASS,
EXCEPT AT A GLUE FACTORY. AND IF YOU OR YOUR FRENDS SO MUCH AS
wink an eyelid, I'll put you in shape for it.”

CAUGHT ABSOLUTELY BY SURPRISE, THE “HOUND’ STARED FASCINATED
INTO THE PISTOL BARRELS, HS JAW DROPFED, HS FACE REDDER THAN
EVER, HS EYES RDICULOUSLY PROTRUDNG. | HAD RECOVERED MY WITS
AND HAD BACKED AGAINST THE BULLETIN BOARD, A REVOLVER IN BTHR
HAND, KEEPING AN EYE ON THE GENERAL COMPANY. THOSE WHO HAD
BURST IN WITH THE BULLY HAD STOPPED FROZEN N THER TRACKS. THE
others were interested, but not particularly excited.

“I'M GOING TO STAY IN THS CAVP,” JOHNNY ADVISED ORSALY, “AND
I'M NOT GOING TO BE BOTHERED BY BIG BLUFFS LIKE YOU. | WARN YOU,
AND ALL LIKE YOU, TO LET NE ALONE AND KEEP AWAY FROM ME. YOU
STAY IN CAMP, OR YOU CAN LEAVE CANP, JUST AS YOU RLEASE, BUT |
WARN YOU THAT | SHOOT YOU NEXT TIVE | LAY EYES ON YOU. Now,
about face! March!”

JOHNNY’S VOICE HAD AN EDGE OF STEEL. THE BIG MAN OBEYED
ORDERS IMPLICITLY. HE TURNED SLOWLY, AND SNEAKED OUT THE DOOR.
HiS FOLLOWVERS SHAMBLED TOWARD THE BAR. JOHNNY PASSED THEM
RATHER CONTEMPTUOUSLY UNDER THE REVIBNV OF  HS SNAFPING EYES,
AND THEY SHAMBLED A TRFAE FASTER THEN, WITH BELABORATE
nonchalance, we sauntered out.

“My LORD, JOHNNY!” | CRED WHEN WE HAD REACHED THE STREET,
“that was fine! I didn’'t know you had itin you!”

“Damn the luck!” he cried, kicking a tin can. “Oh, damn!”



HE MUTTERED TO HMVSELF A MOMENT, THEN TURNED TO ME WITH
humorous despair.

“WHAT A STUPD, USELESS MESS!” HE ORED. “THE MNUTE THAT
FELLOW CAME INTO THE ROOM | SAW WE WERE LET IN FOR A ROW; SO |
WENT AT IT QUCK BEFORE HE HAD GOT ORGANZED. HE DDN'T EXFECT
that. He thought he’d have to work us into it.”

“It certainly got him,” said .

“BUT IT JUST STARTS US ALL WRONG HERE,” COMPLAINED JOHNNY. “WE
are marked men.”

“WE'LL JUST HAVE TO LOOK OUT FORHM A LITTLE. | DON'T BELEVE HE'S
really dangerous. He looks to me a lot like a bluffer.”

“OH, HM” SAID JOHNNY CONTEVPUTOUSLY,, “HE DOESN T WORRY NE
ANY. IT'S ALL THE REST OF THEM. ['VE PRACTICALLY CHALLENGED ALL THE
HARD CASES IN CAMP, DONT YOU SEE? I'M NO LONGER AN
INCONSPICUOUS NEAVCOVER. EVERY TOUGH CHARACTER WITH ANY REAL
nerve will want to tackle me now, just to try me out.”

FROM THE IMPULSVE AND UNANALYTICAL JOHNNY THS WAS
surprising enough, and my face must have showed it.

“I'VE SEEN IT WORKED OUT IN MY PART OF THE COWNTRY,” HE
EXFLAINED SOVBRELY. “| DON'T WANT TO BOTHER WITH THAT SORT OF
THNG. I'M A PEACEABLE OTZEN. Now I'VE GOT TO WALK AROUND ON
tiptoe all the time watching for trouble. Oh, damn!”

“If you're afraid—" I began.

“I'M NOT AFRAD,” SAID JOH\NY SO SIVALY THAT | BELIEVED HM AT
ONCE “BUT I'M ANNOYED. AND OF COURSE YOU RECOGNZED THAT
barkeeper.”

“l THOUGHT I'D SEEN HM BEFORE, BUT | DONT REBVEVBER JUST
where.”

“HE'S ONE OF THOSE FELLOWS WE FIRED OUT OF OUR CANOE DOWN AT
Chagres. You can bet he doesn’t love us any!”

“YOU MOVE ALONG TO POROUPNE TO-MORROW,” | SUGGESTED. ‘I
can look after Yank all right. They won’t bother me.”



Johnny walked for some steps in silence.

“No, they won't bother you,” he repeated slowly.

HE THOUGHT FOR A MOVENT, THEN HE THREW BACK HS HEAD. “BuT
LOOK HERE, JIM” HE SAID BRSKLY, “YOU FORGET. | TOLD THAT FELLOW AND
HS FRENDS THAT | WAS GONG TO LIVE IN THS RLACE. | CANT LEAVE
now.”

“Nonsense,” said I. “What do you care for that gang?”

“IT WOULD LOOK LIKE RUNNING AWAY. NO, | CERTAINLY DON'T INTEND TO
leave now.”






CHAPTER XXIX
THE CHALLENGE

WE WENT OUT TO SEE YANK, WITH THE FULL INTENTION OF SFENDING THE
EVENNG AND CHEERNG HM UP. HE WAS DOZING, RESTLESS, WAKING

AND SLEEPNG BY FITS AND STARTS. WE SAT AROUND IN THE AWKWARD
FASHON PECULIAR TO VERY YOUNG BOYS IN THE SICKROOM, AND THEN,
TO OUR VAST RELIEF, WERE SHOVED OUT BY SENORA MoreRA. WITH HR
WE HAD A WHSFERED CONVERSATION OUTSIDE, AND COMFALETED
SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENTS FOR YANK'S KEEP. SHE WAS A
CHUCKLING, EASY-GOING, MOTHERLY SORT OF CREATURE, AND WE WERE
VERY LUCKY TO HAVE HER. THEN WE RETURNED IN THE GATHERNG DUSK
to our camp under the trees across the way.

A man rose from a seat against a tree trunk.

“Good evenin', stranger,” said he.

“Good evening,” responded Johnny guardedly.

“You ARE THE MAN WHO STUK WP SCARFACE CHARLEY IN
Morton’s place, ain’t you?”

“WHAT'S THAT TO YOU?” REFLIED JOHNNY. “ARE YOU A FREND OF
his?”

HiS HABITUAL AR OF YOUNG CARELESSNESS HAD FALLEN FROM HM
his eye was steady and frosty, his face set in stern lines. Before
MY WONDERNG EYES HE HAD GROWN TEN YEARS OLDER IN THE LAST SIX
HOURS. THE OTHER WAS LOUNGING TOWARD US—A SHORT, SLIGHT MAN,
WITH FLAXEN MOUSTACHE AND EYEBROWS, A COLOURLESS FACE, RPALE
BLUE EYES, AND A BALD FOREHEAD FROM WHCH THE HAT HAD BEEN
pushed back. He was chewing a straw.

“WELL, | WAS JUST INQURN IN A FRENDLY SORT OF WAY,” REFLIED THE
newcomer peaceably.



“I DONT KNOW YOU,” STATED JOHNNY SHORTLY, “NOR WHO YOU'RE
FRENDS TO, NOR YOUR CANP. | DENY YOUR RGHT TO ASK QUESTIONS.
Good night.”

“Well, good night,” agreed the other, still peaceable. “I reckon
| GATHER CONSIDERABLE ABOUT YOU, ANYHOW.” HE TURNED AWAY. ‘I
HAD A NOTION FROM WHAT | HEARD THAT YOU WAS SORT OF FICKED ON,
AND | DROPPED ROUND, SORT OF FRENDLY LKE, BUT LORD LOVE You! |
DON'T CARE HOW MANY OF YOU DESPERADOES KILL EACH OTHER. GO TO
IT, AND GOOD RDDANCE!” HE CAST HS FALE BLUE EYES ON JOHNNY'S
rigid figure. “Also, go to hell!’” he remarked dispassionately.

Johnny stared at him puzzled.

“HoD ONI” HE CALLED, AFTER A MOMENT. “THEN YOURE NOT A
friend of this Hound?”

The stranger turned in slow surprise.

“ME? WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?” HE LOOKED FROM ONE TO
THE OTHER OF US, THEN RETURNED THE FEW STEPS HE HAD TAKEN. ‘I
believe you don't know me. 'm Randall, Danny Randall.”

“Yes?” puzzled Johnny.

“Of Sonoma,” added Randall.

“l sUPPOSE | SHOUD KNOW YOU, BUT M AFRAD | DONT,”
confessed Johnny.

Randall turned back to the tree beneath which lay our effects.

“Ibelieve Il just have a cup of coffee with you boys,” said he.

WE BLEW UP THE FIRE, SCOURED THE FRYING PAN, MADE OURSELVES
FOOD. RANDALL BROUGHT A RAL OF WATER WE ALL ATE TOGETHER,
WITHOUT MUCH CONVERSATION; THEN LIT OUR PIPES AND PILED ON DRY
wood to make a brighter friendship fire.

“Now, BOYS,” SAD RANDALL, “I'M GONG TO ASK YOU SOMVE
QUESTIONS; AND YOU CAN ANSWER NE OR NOT, JUST AS YOU PLEASE
Only I'll say, it isn’t just curiosity.”

JOHNNY, WHO WAS STUDYING HM OOVERILY FROM BENEATH THE
shadow of his hat, nodded briefly, but said nothing.



“How long have you been in the mines?”

“Since March.”

“SINCE MARCH!” ECHOED RANDALL, AS THOUGH A LITTLE BEMLDERED
at this reply. “Yet you never heard—What camp?”

Johnny studied a while.

“HANGVANS GULCH FOR SX WEEKS,” SAD HE “THEN JUST
prospecting.”

“Where?”

“| DONT BELEVE I'LL ANSWER THAT QUESTION,” REFLED JOHNNY
slowly.

“But somewhere back in the hills?” persisted Randall.

“Somewhere back in the hills,” agreed Johnny.

“SEVS TO ME=" | BROKE IN, BUT JOHNNY SILENCED ME WITH A
gesture. He was watching Randall intently, and thinking hard.

“THEN YOU HAVE BEEN OUT OF IT FOR THREE MONTHS OR SO. THAT
BEXALANS IT. NOW | DONT MND TELLING YOU | cAME WP HERE THS
EVENNG TO SIZE YOU WP. | HEARD ABOUT YOUR ROW WITH SCAR-FACE
CHARLEY, AND | WANTED TO SEE WHETHER YOU WERE JUST ANOTHER
FIGHTING DESPERADO OR AN HONEST MAN. WHLL, I'M SATISFIED. I'M
NOT GONG TO ASK YOU IF YOU HAVE MUCH GOLD WITH YOU, FOR YOU
WOULDN'T TELL ME, BUT IF YOU HAVE, KEEP IT WITH YOU. IF YOU DON'T,
YOULL LOSE IT. KEEP IN THE MDDLE OF THE ROAD, AND OUT OF DARK
RLACES. THS IS A TOUGH CAMP, BUT THERE ARE A LOT OF US GOOD
MEN, TOO, AND MY BUSINESS IS TO GET US ALL TO KNOW EACH OTHER.
THNGS ARE GETTING BAD, AND WEVE GOT TO GET TOGETHERR. THAT'S
WHY | CAME UP TO SEE YOU. ARE YOU HANDY WITH A GUN?” HE ASKED
abruptly.

“Fair,” said Johnny.

“YOU NEED TO BE. LET'S SEE IF YOU ARE. STAND UP. TRY TO GET THE
draw on me. Now!”

JOH\NY REACHED FOR HS PISTOL, BUT BEFORE HS HAND WAS FARLY
ON THE BUTT, RANDALL HAD THRUST THE MUZZLE OF A SMALL REVOLVER



BENEATH HS NOSE. HIS PALE BLUE EYES HAD LIT WITH CONCENTRATION,
HS BLEACHED EYEBROWS WERE DRAWN TOGETHER. FOR AN INSTANT THE
THOUGHT FLASHED ACROSS MY MND THAT THS WAS A GENUNE HOLD-
UP, AND | AM SURE JOHNNY CAUGHT THE SANE SUSPICION, FOR HS
figure stiffened. Then Randall dropped his hand.

“VERY PRETTY,” SAD JOHNNY OOOLLY. “HOw DD YOU DO THAT? |
didn’t catch your motion.”

“FROM THE SLEEVE,” SAD RANDALL. “IT'S DIFFICULT, BUT IT'S FRETTY,
AS YOU SAY; AND F YOU LEARN TO DRAW FROM THE SLEEVE, I'LL
guarantee you'll get the draw on your man every time.”

“Show me,” said Johnny simply.

“THAT GUN OF YOURS IS TOO BIG, IT'S A HOLSTER WEAFON. HERE,
take this.”

HE HANDED JOHNNY A BEAUTIFULLY BALANCED SMALL COLT'S
REVOLVER, ENGRAVED, SLVER-FALATED, WTH POLISHED ROSBAOOD
HANDLES. THS HE SHOWED JOHNNY HOW TO STOW AWAY IN THE
SLEEVE, HOW TO ARRANGE IT, HOW TO GRASP IT, AND THE EXACT MOTION
in snatching it away.

“IT TAKES PRACTICE, LOTS OF IT, AND THEN MORE OF IT,” SADD RANDALL.
“IT'S WORSE THAN USELESS UNLESS YOU GET IT JUST RGHT. IF YOU MADE
a mistake at the wrong time, the other man would get you sure.”

“Where can | get one of these?” asked Johnny.

“GooDl” RANDALL APFROVED HS DECSION. “YOU SEE THE
NECESSITY. YOU CANT. BUT A DERRNGER IS ABOUT AS GOOD, AND
JONES HAS THEM FOR SALE. NOW AS FOR YOUR HOLSTER GUN: THE WHOLE
TROK OF QUIOK DRAWING IS TO THROW YOUR RGHT SHOULDER FORWARD
AND drag THE GUN FROM THE HOLSTER WITH ONE FORWARD SWEEP.
DONT LIFT IT UP AND OUT. THS WAY!” HE SNAPPED HS HAND PAST HS
hip and brought it away armed.

“Pretty,” repeated Johnny.

“DONT WASTE MUCH PFOADER AND BALL SHOOTING AT A MARK,”
ADVISED RANDALL. “IT LOOKS NICE TO QUT OUT THE ACE OF HEARTS AT TEN



YARDS, BUT IT DOESN' T MEAN MUCH. IF YOU CAN SHOOT AT ALL, YOU CAN
SHOOT STRAIGHT ENOUGH TO HT A MAN AT CLOSE RANGE. PRACTISE THE
DRAW.” HE TURNED TO ME. “YOU'D BETTER PRACTISE, TOO. EVERY
MAN'S GOT TO TAKE CARE OF HMVSELF THESE DAYS. BUT YOURE NOT
due for trouble same as your friend is.”

“I'm obliged to you,” said Johnny.

“You ARE NOT. NOW IT'S P TO YOU. | JUDGED YOU  DDN'T KNOW
CONDITIONS HERE, AND | THOUGHT IT ONLY RGHT TO WARN YOU. THERE'S
LOTS OF GOOD FELLOWS IN THS CAMP, AND SOME OF THE HARD CASES
are a pretty good sort. Just keep organized, that's all.”

“Now | WonDER WHO DANNY RANDALL 1S!” SPECULATED JOHNNY
AFTER OUR VISITOR HAD DEFARTED. “HE TALKED AS THOUGH WE OUGHT TO
KNOW ALL ABOUT IT. 'M GONG TO FIND OUT THE FIRST FELLOW | GET
acquainted with.”

NEXT MORNNG WE ASKED THE MOREWAS WHO WAS DANNY
Randall.

“El diabolo,” ReFLED MORENA SHORTLY; AND TRUDGED OBSTINATELY
away to his work without vouchsafing further information.

“Which is interesting, but indefinite,” said Johnny.

WE FOUND YANK EASIER IN BODY, AND BVBARKED ON THE SEA OF
PATIENCE IN WHCH HE WAS TO FLOAT BECALMVED UNTIL HS TIVE WAS
UP. INREFLY TO HS INQURES AS TO OUR FLANS, WE TOLD HM WE WERE
RESTING A FEW DAYS, WHCH WAS THE TRUTH. THEN WE WENT UP TO
TOWN AND MADE TWO PURCHASES; A SMALL TENT, AND A DERRNGER
PSTOL. THEY OOST US THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS. T WAS THE
QUEET TIVE OF DAY; THE MNERS HAD GONE TO WORK, AND MOST OF THE
GENTLEVEN OF LESURE WERE NOT YET ABOUT. NEVERTHELESS A DOZEN
OR SO SAT AGAINST THE WALLS, SMOKING PAPER CIGARETTOS. THEY ALL
LOOKED AT US CUROUSLY; AND SEVERAL NODDED AT JOHNNY IN A BRIEF,
tentative sort of fashion.

THE REST OF THE DAY, AND OF SEVERAL DAYS FOLLOWING, WE SPENT
IN PUTTING UP OUR TENT, DITCHNG [T, ARRANGING OUR COOKING AFFAIRS,



BULDNG ROUGH SEATS, AND GENERALLY MAKING OURSHVES
COMFORTABLE. WE STRETCHED THESE THNGS TO COVER  AS LONG A
SPACE OF TIVE AS POSSIBLE, FOR WE SECRETLY DREADED FACNG THE
RESUVPTION OF THE OLD GRND, AND POSTFONED T AS LONG AS WE
OoUD. A GOOD DEAL OF THE TIVE WE SPENT AT YANK'S BEDSIDE,
generally sitting silent and constrained, to the mutual discomfort
OF ALL THREE OF US, | AM SURE. AT ODD INTERVALS WE FRACTISED
CONSCIENTIOUSLY AND SOLEVNLY AT THE “DRAW.” WE WOULD STAND
FACNG EACH OTHER, THE NFFLES OF OUR REVOLVERS UNCAFFED, AND
WOULD, AT THE GVEN WORD, SEE WHO COULD COVER THE OTHER FIRST.
WE TOOK TURNS AT GVING THE WORD. AT FIRST WE WERE NOT FAR ARART,
BUT JOHNNY QUICKLY FASSED ME IN SKILL. | AM ALWAYS SOVEAVHAT
CLUVSY, BUT My FREND WAS NATURALLY QUICK AND KEEN AT ALL GAVES
OF SKILL OR DEXTERTY. HE WAS THE SORT OF MAN WHO OOULD BOML, OR
FLAY POOL, OR BILLIARDS, OR ANYTHNG HELSE RATHER BETTER THAN THE
AVERAGE ACCUSTOMED PLAYER THE FRST TIVE HE TRED. HE TURNED
card tricks deftly. At the end of our three days’ loafing he caught
ME AT THE END OF HS AISTOL SO REGULARLY THAT THERE CEASED TO BE
ANY CONTEST IN IT. | NEVER DID GET THE SLEEVE TRCK; BUT THEN, | NEVER
SUCCEEDED IN FOOLING THE VEREST INFANT WITH ANY OF MY ATTEVPTS
AT LEGERDEVAIN. JOHNNY COULD FLIP THAT LITTLE DERRNGER OUT WITH A
TWIST OF HS SUPFLE WRIST AS NEATLY AS A SNAKE DARTS TS FORKED
tongue. For ten minutes at a time he practised it, over and over,
as regularly as well-oiled machinery.

“BUT THAT PROVES NOTHNG AS TO HOW IT WOULD WORK OUT IN REAL
action,” said Johnny thoughtfully.

THE AFTERNOON OF THE THRD DAY, WHLLE WE WERE RESTING FROM THE
HEAT BENEATH THE SHADE OF OUR TREE, WE WERE AFPROACHED BY
three men.



“THE BIG MAN WHIRLED TO THE FLOOR’

“Howpy, BOYS,” SAID THE FIRST. “WE HAIN'T SEEN YOU AROUND CAMP
lately, and thought mebbe you'd flew.”

“WE ARE STILL HERE,” REFLIED JOHNNY WITH SMOOTH POLITENESS.
“As you see, we have been fixing our quarters to stay here.”




“SCAR-FACE CHARLEY IS HERE, TOO,” OBSERVED THE SPOKESMAN,
“AND HE WANTED VE TO TELL YOU THAT HE IS GONG TO BE AT THE BELLA
UNON AT BGHT THS EVENN, AND HE WANTS TO KNOW, WILL HE SEE
you? and to come heeled.”

“THANK  YOU, GENTLEVEN,” REFLED JOHNNY QUETLY. “IF BY
ACCDENT YOU SHOULD HAFPEN TO SEE THE DESFERADO IN QUESTION—
WHO, | ASSUVE, CAN BE IN NO WAY YOUR FREND-| HOPE YOU WILL TELL
HM THAT |, TOO, WILL BE AT THE BELLA UNON AT BGHT O'0LOCK, AND
that I will come heeled.”

“YOU'LL BE COMN ALONE?” SAD THE MAN, “OR PRHAPS YORE
friend—"

“My friend, as you call him, is simply a miner, and has nothing
to do with this,” interrupted Johnny emphatically.

“I'thank you, sir,” said the spokesman, rising.

THE OTHER TWO, WHO HAD THROUGHOUT SAID NO WORD, FOLLOWED HS
example.

“Do You KNOW DANNY RANDALL?” ASKED JOHNNY AS THEY MOVED
off.

IF HE HAD PRESENTED HS DERRNGER UNDER THER NOSES, THEY
OOULD NOT HAVE STOFPED MORE SUDDENLY. THEY STARED AT EACH
other a moment.

“Is HE A FREND OF YOURS?” INQURED THE SPOKESMAN AFTER AN
uncertain moment.

“He likes fair play,” said Johnny enigmatically.

The trio moved off in the direction of town.

“VWE DON'T KNOW ANY MORE ABOUT DANNY RANDALL THAN WE DID,”
observed Johnny, “but I tried a shot in the dark.”

“NEVERTHELESS,” | TOLD HM, “I'M GONG TO BE THERE, AND YOU
want to make up your mind to just that.”

“YOU WILL OOME, OF COURSE” AGREED JOHNNY. “I suprosk |
CANNOT KEEP YOU FROM THAT. BUT JIM,” HE COMVANDED EARNESTLY,
“YOU MUST SWEAR TO KEEP OUT OF THE ROW, UNLESS IT DEVELOPS INTO



A GENERAL ONE; AND YOU MUST SWEAR NOT TO SPEAK TO NVE OR MAKE
any sign no matter what happens. | must play a lone hand.”

HE WAS FIRM ON THS POINT; AND IN THE END | GAVE MY PROMISE,
to his evident relief.

“THS IS OUR VISITORS' DAY, EVIDENTLY,” HE OBSERVED. “HERE
COME TWO MORE MEN. ONE OF THEM IS THE DOCTOR; 'D KNOW THAT
hat two miles.”

“The other is our friend Danny Randall,” said |.

DR RANKIN GREETED US WITH A CORDIALITY | HAD NOT SUSPECTED IN
HM RANDALL NODDED IN HIS USUAL DIFFIDENT FASHION, AND SLID INTO
the oak shadow, where he squatted on his heels.

“ABOUT THS SCAR-FACE CHARLEY,” HE SAD ABRUPTLY, “| HEAR HE'S
ISSUED HS DEFl, AND YOU VE TAKEN HM UP. DO YOU KNOW ANYTHNG
about this sort of thing?”

“NOT A BIT,” ADMTTED JOHNNY FRANKLY. “IS IT A DUEL; AND ARE YOU
gentleman here to act as my seconds?”

“IT IS NOT,” STATED THE DOWNRGHT DOCTOR. “IT'S A BARROOM MURDER
AND YOU CANNOT GET AROUND IT; AND |, FOR ONE, DON'T TRY. BuT Now
you're in for it, and you've got to go through with it.”

“lintend to,” said Johnny.

“IT’'S NOT PRECISELY THAT,” OBJECTED DANNY RANDALL, “FOR, DYE
see, he’s sent you warning.”

“It's about all the warning you'll get!” snorted the doctor.

“THERE'S A SORT OF RULE ABOUT IT,” PERSISTED RANDALL. “AND THAT'S
WHAT 'M HERE TO TELL YOU. HELL TRY TO COVE UP ON YOU SUDDENLY,
PROBABLY FROM BEHND] AND HELL SAY ‘DRAW AND DEFEND YOURSELF,’
AND SHOOT YOU AS SOON AFTER THAT AS HE CAN. YOU WANT TO SEE
him first, that’s all.”

“Thanks,” said Johnny.

“AND,” EXPLODED THE DOCTOR, “IF YOU DON'T KILL THAT FELLOW, BY THE
Eternal, when you get a chance—’

“YOU'LL GVEHMA ALL, DOCTOR,” INTERRUPTED RANDALL, WITH A LITTLE



CHUCKLE. “BUT LOOK HERE,” HE SAD TO JOHNNY, “AFTER ALL, THS SORT OF
A MESS ISN'T REQURED OF YOU. YOU SAY THE WORD AND I'LL TAKE ON
THS SCAR-FACE CHARLEY AND RUN HM OUT OF TOMN. HE'S A GooD
deal of a pest.”

“THANK YOU,” SAID JOHN\NY STIFFLY; “| INTEND TO PADDLE MY OWN
canoe.”

Randall nodded.

“| DON'T KNOW AS WE CAN HELP YOU ANY MORE,” SAD HE. “l JusT
thought you ought to be on to the way it's done.”

“I'M OBLIGED TO YOU,” SAID JOHNNY WARMLY. “THE ONLY DOUBT IN
my mind was when |was privileged to open.”

“I'D POT HM THROUGH THE WINDOW WITH A SHOTGUN FIRST CHANCE |
GOT,” STATED THE DOCTOR; “THAT SORT OF A RUFFIAN IS JUST LIKE A MAD
dog.”

“OF OCOURSE YOU WouLD, DOCTOR” SAD RANDALL WITH JUST THE
FAINTEST SUSPICION OF SARCASM IN HS VOICE “WELL, | GUESS WE'LL
be toddling.”

But | wanted some information, and | meant to have it.

“Who is this Scar-face Charley,” | asked.

“GOT Mg, REFLIED RANDALL; “YOU FELLOWS SERVED TO RECOGNZE
him. Only he’s one of the gang, undoubtedly.”

“The gang?”

“OH, THE GENERAL RUN OF HANGERS-ON. NOBODY KNOWS HOW THEY
LIVE, BUT EVERY ONE SUSFECTS. SOME OF THEBVI WORK, BUT NOT MANY.
THERE ARE A HEAP OF DISAFPEARANCES THAT NO ONE KNOWS
ANYTHNG ABOUT; AND EVERY ONCE IN A WHLE A MAN IS FOUND
drowned and floating; floating mind you!”

“What of that?” | asked; “drowned bodies usually float.”

“THERE'S NO MNER IN THESE DIGGINGS BUT HAS GOLD ENOUGH IN
HS BELT TO SINK HM. IF A MAN FLOATS, HE'S BEEN ROBBED, AND YOU
CAN TIE TO THAT REASONNG. AND THE FELLOWS ARE ALL WELL MOUNTED,
and given to mysterious disappearances.”



“IN OTHER WORDS,” BROKE IN THE DOCTOR, “THEY ARE AN ORGANZED
BAND OF CUT-THROATS AND HGHWAY ROBBERS MAKING THS HONEST
camp a headquarters.”

“Pshaw, Doctor,” said Randall, “that's by no means certain.’

“It's certain enough,” insisted the doctor.

“I should think the miners would drive them out,” | said.

“DRVE THEM OUT!” CRED THE DOCTOR BITTERLY; “THEY'RE TOO BUSY,
AND THER OWN TOES HAVENT BEEN TRODDEN ON, AND THEY'RE TOO
WILLING TO LET WELL ENOUGH ALONE SO AS NOT TO BE INTERRUPTED IN
their confounded digging for gold.”

“THEY’RE NOT ORGANIZED AND THEY ARE QUITE JUSTLY UNWILLING TO
GET IN A ROW WITH THAT GANG WHEN THEY KNOW THEY'D BE KILLED,”
STATED RANDALL QUETLY. “THEY'RE GETTNG ON ‘WELL ENOUGH,” AND
THEY'LL CONTINUE TO BE RN BY THS LOT OF DESPERADOES UNTIL
something desperate happens. They want to be let alone.”

The doctor recovered his equanimity with an effort.

“THEY PRESENT THE CUROUS SPECTACLE,” SAID HE THOUGHTFULLY, “OF
THE INDVIDUAL MAN IN A NENV UNTRAMVELLED LIBERTY TRYING TO
escape his moral obligations to society. He escapes them for a
WHLE, BUT THEY ARE THERE AND N THE END HE MUST RAY IN
violence.”

Randall laughed and arose.

“IF THE DOCTOR IS GOING TO BEGIN THAT SORT OF THNG, 'M GONG,
said he.

Our visitors took their departure.

“OH, DOCTOR, ONE MOVENT!” | CALLED; THEN, AS HE RETURNED. “TELL
me, who and what is Danny Randall?”

“DANNY RANDALL,” SAID THE DOCTOR, A HUVMOROUS TWINKLE COMNG
into his eyes, “is a gentleman of fortune.”

“AND NOW WE KNOW A LOT MORE THAN WE DD BEFORE!” SAD
Johnny, as we watched the receding figures.









CHAPTER XXX
THE FIGHT

WE ATE A VERY SILENT SUFPER, WASHED OUR DISHES METHODICALLY,
AND WALKED UP TO TOWN. THE BELLA UNON WAS THE LARGEST OF THE
THREE GAMBLING HOUSES—A LOG AND CANVAS STRUCTURE SOVE FORTY
FEET LONG BY PERHAPS TWENTY WIDE. A BAR EXTENDED ACROSS ONE
END, AND THE GAMNG TABLES WERE ARRANGED DOWN THE MDDLE. A
dozen oil lamps with reflectors furnished illumination.

ALL FVE TABLES WERE DOING A BRSK BUSINESS; WHEN WE PAUSED
AT THE DOOR FOR A FRELIMNARY SURVEY, THE BAR WAS LINED WITH
DRINKERS, AND GROUPS OF TWOS AND THREES WERE SLOWLY SAUNTERNG
HERE AND THERE OR CONVERSING AT THE TOPS OF THER VOICES WITH
MANY GUFFAWS. THE AR WAS THCK WITH TOBACOO SMOKE. JOHNNY
STEPPED JUST INSIDE THE DOOR, MOVED SIDEWAYS, AND SO STOOD
WITH HS BACK TO THE WALL. HIS KEEN EYES WENT FROM GROWP TO
GROUP SLOWLY, RESTING FOR A MOMENT IN TURN ON EACH OF THE FIVE
IMPASSIVE GAMBLERS AND THER LOOKOUTS, ON THE TWO BARKEEFERS,
AND THEN ONE BY ONE ON THE MEN WITH WHOM THE FLACE WAS
CROWDED. FOLLOMNG HS, MY GLANCE RECOGNIZED AT A CORNER OF
THE BAR DANNY RANDALL WITH FIVE ROUGHLOOKING MNERS. HE
CAUGHT MY EYE AND NODDED. NO ONE BLSE AFFEARED TO NOTICE
US, THOUGH | IMAGNED THE NOISE OF THE FLACE SANK AND ROSE
again at the first moment of our entrance.

“JIM” SAD JOH\NY TO ME QUETLY, “THERES DANNY RANDALL AT

the other end of the room. Go join him. | want you to leave me to

play my own game.”
| started to object.
“PLEASE DO AS | SAY,” INSISTED JOHNNY. “| CAN TAKE CARE OF



MYSELF UNLESS THERE'S A GENERAL ROW. IN THAT CASE ALL MY FRENDS
are better together.”

WITHOUT FURTHER PROTEST | LEFT HM, AND EDGED MY WAY TO THE
LITTLE GROUP AT THE END OF THE BAR. RANDALL NODDED TO ME AS |
CANE UP, AND MOTIONED TO THE BARKEEFER TO SET ME OUT A GLASS,

BUT SAID NOTHNG. OURS WAS THE ONLY LOT AWAY FROM THE GAMNG
tables not talking. We sipped our drink and watched Johnny.

AFTER SUIRVEYING OOOLLY THE ROOM, JOHNNY ADVANCED TO THE
FARTHER OF THE GAVBLING TABLES, AND BEGAN TO RLAY. HIS BACK WAS
TOWARD THE ENTRANCE THE GAME WAS ROULETTE, AND JOHNNY
TOSSED DOWN HS BETS METHODICALLY, STUDYING WITH AFPARENT
ABSORPTION EACH SHFT OF THE WHEEL. TO ALL APPEARANCE HE WAS
INTENT ON THE GAME, AND NOTHNG E.SE AND HE TALKED AND
LAUGHED WITH HS NBGHBOURS AND THE DEALER AS THOUGH HS SPRIT
were quite carefree.

FOR TEN MINUTES WE WATCHED. THEN A HUGE FIGURE APPEARED IN
THE BLACKNESS OF THE DOORWAY, SLIPFED THROUGH, AND INSTANTLY TO
ONE SIDE, SO THAT HS BACK WAS TO THE WALL. SCAR-FACE CHARLEY
had arrived.

HE SURVEYED THE FLACE AS WE HAD DONE, ALMOST INSTANTLY
CAUGHT SIGHT OF JOHNNY, AND IMVEDIATELY BEGAN TO MAKE HS
WAY ACROSS THE ROOM THROUGH THE CROWDS OF LOUNGERS. JOHNNY
WAS LAYING A BET, BENDNG OVER THE TABLE, JOKNG WITH THE
IMPASSIVE DEALER, HS BACK TURNED TO THE DOOR, TOTALLY OBLIVIOUS
OF HS ENBWY’'S AFFROACH. | STARTED FORWARD, INSTANTLY REALIZED
THE HOPELESSNESS OF HTHER GETTING QUICKLY THROUGH THAT CROAD OR
OF MAKING MYSELF HEARD, AND LEANED BACK, CLUTCHNG THE RAIL WITH
BOTH HANDS. JOHNNY WAS HESIATNG, HS HAND HOVERNG
UNCERTAINLY ABOVE THE MARKED SQUARES OF THE LAYOUT, IN DOUBT
EXACILY WHERE TO BET. SCAR-FACE CHARLEY SHOULDERED HS WAY
THROUGH THE LOUNGERS AND REACHED THE CLEAR SFACE IMVEDIATELY
BEHND HS UNCONSCIOUS VICTM HE STOFFED FOR AN INSTANT,
SQUARED HS SHOULDERS, AND TOOK ONE STEP FORWARD. JOHNNY



DROPFED HS CHPS ON THE FELT LAYOUT, CONTEVPLATED HS CHOICE
AN INSTANT-AND SUDDENLY WHRLED ON HS HEEL IN A LIGHTNNG
about-face.

ALTHOUGH MOMENTARLY STARTLED BY THS UNEXPECTED EVIDENCE
THAT JOHNNY WAS NOT SO FAR OFF GUARD AS HE HAD SERVED, THE
DESPERADO'S HAND DROPPED SWIFTLY TO THE BUTT OF HS PSTOL. AT
THE SAME INSTANT JOHN\NY’S ARM SNAFFED FORWARD IN THE FAMLIAR
MOTION OF DRAWING FROM THE SLEEVE. THE MOTION STARTED CLEAN
AND SMOOTH, BUT HALF THROUGH, CAUGHT, DRAGGED, HALTED. | GASFED
ALOUD, BUT HAD TIVE FOR NO MORE THAN THAT, SCAR-FACE CHARLEY'S
REVOLVER WAS ALREADY ON THE LEAP. THEN AT LAST JOH\WNY'S
DERRINGER AFFEARED, APRARENTLY AS THE RESULT OF A DESFERATE
EFFORT. ALMOST WITH THE MOTION, T BARKED, AND THE BIG MAN
WHRLED TO THE FLOOR, HS ASTOL, ALREADY AT HALF RAISE, CLATTERNG
AWAY. THE WHOLE EPISODE FROM THE BEGNNNG OCOUPED THE
SPACE OF TWO EYE-WINKS. PROBABLY NO ONE BUT MYSELF AND DANNY
RANDALL OOULD HAVE CAUGHT THE SLIGHT HTCH IN JOHNNY’S DRAW; AND
INDEED | DOUBT IF ANYBODY SAW WHENCE HE HAD SNATCHED THE
derringer.

A COMPLETE SILENCE FELL. [T OOULD HAVE LASTED ONLY AN INSTANT,;
but Johnny seized that instant.

“Has this man any friends here?” he asked clearly.

His HEAD WAS BACK, AND HS SNAPPING BLACK EYES SERVED TO
see everywhere at once.

NO ONE ANSWERED OR STIRRED. JOHNNY HELD THEM FOR FERHAPS
ten seconds, then deliberately turned back to the table.

“That's my bet on the even,” said he. “Let her roll!”

THE GAMBLER LIFTED HS FACE, WHTE IN THE BRLLIANT ILLUMNATION
DRECTLY OVER HS HEAD, AND | THOUGHT TO CATCH A FLICKER OF
SOMETHNG LIKE ADMRATION IN HS PASSIONLESS EYES. THEN WITH
his left hand he spun the wheel.

THE SOFT, DULL WHR AND TINY CLICKING OF THE BALL AS IT REBOUNDED



FROM THE METAL GROOVES STRUCK ACROSS THE TENSE STILLNESS. AS
THOUGH THS WAS THE RELEASING SIGNAL, A ROAR OF ACTVITY BURST
FORTH. MEN ALL TALKED AT ONCE. THE OTHER TABLES AND THE BAR WERE
DESERTED, AND EVERYBODY CROWDED DOWN TOWARD THE LOMVER END

OF THE ROOM DANNY RANDALL AND HS FRENDS RUSHD
DETERVINEDLY TO THE CENTRE OF DISTURBANCE. SOVE MEN WERE
CARRYING OUT SCAR-FACE CHARLEY. OTHERS WERE TALKING EXCITEDLY. A
little clear space surrounded the roulette table, at which, as may
BE IMAGNED, JOHNNY WAS NOW THE ONY RAYER QUITE
methodically he laid three more bets.

“I THNK THAT'S ENOUGH FOR NOW,” HE TOLD THE DEALER FLEASANILY,
and turned away.

“HuLo! RanpALL! HULLO! FRANK!” HE GREETED US. “'VE JUST WON
THREE BETS STRAIGHT. LET'S HAVE A DRNK. BRNG YOUR FRENDS,” HE
told Randall.

VWE TURNED TOWARD THE BAR AND WAY WAS INSTANTLY MADE FOR US.
JOHNNY POURED HMVBELF A BIG DRNK OF WHSKEY. A NUVBER OF
CURIOUS MEN, MERE BOYS MOST OF THEM, HAD CROWDED CLOSE AFTER
US, AND WERE STANDING STARNG AT JOHNNY WITH A CURIOSITY THEY
MADE SLIGHT ATTEMPT TO CONCEAL. JOHNNY SUDDENLY TURNED TO
them, holding high his whiskey in a hand as steady as a rock.

“HERE'S TO CRIVE, BOYS!” HE SAID, AND DRANK IT DOWN AT A GULP.
THEN HE STOOD STARNG THEM UNCOMPRSINGLY IN THE FACE, UNTIL
THEY HAD SLUNK AWAY. HE CALLED FOR AND DRANK ANOTHER WHSKEY,
then abruptly moved toward the door.

“I'think I'll go turnin,” said he.

At the door he stopped.

“GOOD-NGHT,” HE SAD TO RANDALL AND HS FRENDS, WHO HAD
FOLLOMED US. “No, | AM OBLIGED TO YOU,” HE REFLED TO A
SUGGESTION, “BUT | NEED NO ESCORT,” AND HE SADD IT SO FIRMLY THAT
all but Randall went back.

“I'M GOING TO YOUR CAVP WITH YOU, WHETHER YOU NEED AN ESCORT



or not,” said the latter.

WITHOUT A WORD JOHNNY WALKED AWAY DOMN THE STREET, VERY
STRAIGHT. WE HURRIED TO CATCH UP WITH HM, AND JUST AS WE DID SO
HE COLLAPSED TO THE GROUND AND WAS SUDDENLY AND VIOLENTLY SICK.
AS | HEPED HM TO HS FEET, | COUD FEEL THAT HS ARM WAS
trembling violently.

“LORD, FELLONS! 'MASHAMED,” HE GASPED A LITTLE HYSTERCALLY. “|
didn’'t know | had so little nerve!”

“NERVEl” SUDDENLY ROARED DANNY RANDALL; “CONFOUND YOLR
CCONFOUNDED IMPUDENCE! IF | EVER HEAR YOU SAY ANOTHER WORD LIKE
that, I'll put a head on you, if it's the LAST ACT OF My LIFE! YOU RE THE
GANEST LITTLE CHCKEN IN THS ROOST, AND I'LL MAKE YOU BEG LIKE A
hound if you say you aren't!”

Johnny laughed a little uncertainly over this contradiction.

“Did I kill him?” he asked.

“NO, WORSE LUCK; JUST BORED HM THROUGH THE OOLLARBONE. THAT
heavy little derringer ball knocked him out.”

“I'm glad of that,” said Johnny.

“WHCH | AM  not,” STATED DANNY RANDALL WITH BVPHASIS. “YOU
ought to have killed him.”

“THANKS TO YOU | WASN'T KILLED MYSELF. | COULDN T HAVE HOPED TO
GET THE DRAW ON HM WITH My HOLSTER GUN. HE IS AS QUK AS A
snake.”

“I THOUGHT YOU WERE GONG TO BUNGLE IT,” SAD RANDALL. “WHAT
was the matter?”

“FRONT SIGHT CAUGHT AT THE EDGE OF My SLEEVE. | HAD TO TEAR IT
LOOSE BY MAIN STRENGTH. I'M GOING TO FILE IT OFF. WHAT'S THE USE OF
a front sight at close range?”

I heaved a deep sigh.

“WELL, | DON'T WANT EVER TO BE SO SCARED AGAN,” | CONFESSED.
“WILL YOU TELL ME, BY ALL THAT'S HOLY,Why YOU TURNED YOUR BACK ON
the door?”



“WEL,” SAD JOHNNY SEROUSLY, “l WANTED TO GET HM QLOSE TO
ME. IF | HAD SHOAN HM THAT I'D SEEN HM WHEN HE FIRST CAME IN
THE DOOR, HE D HAVE OPENED FIRE AT ONCE. AND 'M A ROTTEN SHOT.

BUT | AIGURED THAT IF HE THOUGHT | DDN'T SEE HM, HED COMVE
across the room to me.”

“But he nearly got you by surprise.”

“OH, NO,” SAD JOH\NY; “l SAW HM ALL THE TMVE. | GOT HS
REFLECTION FROM THE GLASS OVER THAT PICTURE OF THE BEAUTIFUL LADY
SITTING ON THE OLD CROW WHSKEY BARREL. THAT'S WHY | PIOKED OUT
that table.”

“My soN,” cRED DANNY RANDALL DELIGHTEDLY, “YOURE A TRUE
sport. You've got a head, you have!”

“WEL,” SAD JOHNNY, “| IGLRED D HAVE TO DO something; M
such a rotten shot.”






CHAPTER XXXI
THE EXPRESS MESSENGER

WE SLEPT LATE THE FOLLOWING MORNING, AND AWOKE TIRED, AS THOUGH
we had been on a long journey.

“Now,” said Johnny, when our after-breakfast pipes had been
LIT, “WEVE GOT TO GET TOGETHRR. THERES TWO SEROUS QUESTIONS
BEFORE THE HOUSE: THE FIRST AND MOST IMPORTANT IS, WHO AND WHAT
is Danny Randall?”

“lagree with you there,” said | heartily.

“And the second is, what are we going to do with ourselves?”

“I'm going to begin mining,” | stated.

“ALL RGHT, OLD STRONG-ARM, | AM NOT. 'M DEAD SICK OF CRICKING
MY BACK AND BLISTERNG MY HANDS. IT ISN'T MY KIND OF WORK; AND
THE ONLY REASON | BVER THOUGHT IT WAS IS BECAUSE THE STUFF WE DIG
is called gold.”

“You aren't going to lie down?” | cried incredulously.

“NO, OLD SPORT, 'M NOT GOING TO LIE DOWN. | CAME OUT HERE TO
MAKE MY FORTUNE, BUT | DON'T KNOW THAT ['VE GOT TO DIG GOLD TO DO
that.”

“What are you going to do?”

“THAT | DON'T KNOW,” CONFESSED JOHN\NY, “BUT I'LL BE ABLE TO
INFORM YOU IN A FEW DAYS. | SUPPOSE YOU'LL BE GONG BACK TO THE
Porcupine?”

“| DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT,” SAD | SEROUSLY. “| DONT  BELIEVE THE
PORCUPNE IS ANY RCHER THAN THESE DIGGINGS, AND 'S MGHTY
UNCERTAN. | BELIEVE A MAN'S MORE APT TO KEEP WHAT HE GETS
here, and there’s a lot more company, and—’

“IN OTHER WORDS, YOURE GONG TO STIOK AROUND OLD YANK OR



know the reason why!” interrupted Johnny with a little smile.

| FLUSHED, HESITATED, THEN BLURTED OUT: “WELL, YES. | SHOULDN'T BE
EASY ABOUT HM HERE BY HMSELF. IT STRKES ME THS IS A TOUGH
camp, and almost anything’s likely to happen.”

“| FERL THE SAVE WAY,” CONFESSED JOH\NY. “WE RE ALL PARTNERS.
ALL RGHT; ‘STICK T IS. WELL HAVE TO BE MGHTY FLAUSIBLE TO KEEP
YANK QUET. THAT'S AGREED,” HE GRNNED. “Now 'M GOING WP TO
TOWN TO FIND OUT ABOUT DANNY RANDALL, AND INCDENTALLY TO LOOK
AROUND FOR SOVETHNG TO DO. YOU'RE A GOOD STEADY LIAR, YOU GO
over and talk to Yank.”

WE SEFARATED UNTIL NOON. | HAD NO GREAT DIFFICLLTY WITH YANK,
HTHER BECAUSE | WAS, AS JOHNNY SAD, A ALAUSBLE LIAR, OR
BECAUSE YANK WAS SECRETLY GLAD TO HAVE US NEAR. AFTER VISITING
WITH HM A WHLE | TOOK THE AXE AND SET ABOUT THE CONSTRUCTION OF
A ORADLE. JOHNNY RETURNED NEAR TWELVE O'CLOCK TO FIND ME AT THS
useful occupation.

“As TO DANNY RANDALL,” HE BEGAN AT ONCE, SQUATTING NEAR BY:
“ORGIN LOST IN MSTS OF OBSCURITY. FIRST KNOWN IN THS COUNTRY AS
GUDE TO A RARTY OF OVERAND IMMGRANTS BEFORE THE GOLD
DISCOVERY. ONE OF THE ORGINAL BEAR FLAG REVOLUTIONSTS. MBVBER
OF FREVONT'S RAIDERS INTHE ~ SOUTH. SHOWED UP AGAIN AT SONOVA
AND HEADED A DOZEN FORAYS AFTER THE HORSE-THEVING INDIANS AND
HALF-BREEDS IN THE SAN JOAQUN. SEBVS NOW TO FOLLOW THE
MNES. GUARANTEED THE BEST SHOT WITH RFLE OR ASTOL IN THE STATE.
GUARANTEED THE BEST COURAGE AND THE QUETEST MANNERS IN THE
STATE VERY BMNENT AND SQUARE IN HS PROFESSION. THAT'S HS
entire history.”

“What is his profession?” | asked.

“He runs the Bella Union.”

“A gambler?” | cried, astonished.

“Just so—a square gambler.”

I digested this in silence for a moment.



“Did you discover anything for yourself?” | asked at last.

“BEST JOB EVER INVENTED,” SAID JOHNNY TRUVPHANILY, “AT THREE
ounces a day; and | can’t beat that at your beastly digging.”

“Yes?” | urged.

“l INVENTED IT MYSELF, TOO,” WENT ON JOH\NY PROUDLY. “YOU
REVEMBER WHAT RANDALL—OR THE DOCTOR-SAD ABOUT THE
ROBBERES, AND THE BODES OF THE DROWNED MEN FLOATING? WELL,
EVERY MAN CARRES HS DUST AROUND IN A BELT BECAUSE HE DARE
NOT DO ANYTHNG BLSE WITH IT. | DO MYSELF, AND SO DO YOU, AND
YOU'LL AGREE THAT IT WEGHS LIKE THE MSCHEF. SO | WENT TO RANDALL
AND | SUGGESTED THAT WE START AN EXPRESS SERVICE TO GET THE STUFF
OUT TO BANK WITH SOVE GOOD ARV IN SAN FRANCISCO. HE FELL IN
with the idea in a minute. My first notion was that we take it right
THROUGH TO SAN FRANCISCO OURSHLVES; BUT HE SAYS HE CAN MAKE
SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENTS TO SEND IT IN FROM SACRANENTO.
THAT'S ABOUT SIXTY MLES; AND WELL CALL T A DAY’'S HARD RDE
THROUGH THS COUNTRY, WITH A CHANGE OF HORSES. SO NOW I'M WHAT
YOU MGHT CALL AN EXPRESS MESSENGER-AT THREE GOOD OUNCES A
day.”

“But you'll be killed and robbed!” | cried.

Johnny’s eyes were dancing.

“Think of the fun!” said he.

“You're a rotten shot,” | reminded him.

“I'M TO PRACTISE, UNDER DANNY RANDALL, FROM NOW UNTIL THE FIRST
trip.”

“When is that?”

“DO YOU THNK WE LL ADVERTISE THE DATE? OF COURSE I'D TELL YOU,
Jim; but honestly | don’t know yet.”

SINCE THE MATTER SEBVED SETTLED, AND JOHNNY DELIGHTED, |
SAID NO MORE. MY CRADLE OOCUPED ME FOR THREE DAYS LONGER. IN
THAT LENGTH OF TIVE JOHNNY BANGED AWAY AN IMVENSE QUANTITY OF
ammunition, much of it under the personal supervision of Danny



RANDALL. THE LATTER HAD HS OAN IDEAS AS TO THE FROPER PRACTICE.
HE UTTERLY REFUSED TO LET JOHNNY SHOOT AT A SMALL MARK OR LINGER
on his aim.

“IT'S ONLY FAIRLY ACCURATE WORK YOU WANT, BUT QUICK,” SAD HE. “IF
YOU PRACTISE ALWAY'S GETTING HOLD OF YOUR REVOLVER THE SANE WAY,
AND SQUEEZE THE TRGGER INSTEAD OF JERKING T, YOU'LL DO. IF YOU RIN
against robbers itisn't going to be any target match.”

WHEN MY CRADLE WAS FINSHED, | WENT PROSFECTING WITH A FAN;

AND SINCE THS WAS THAT GOLDEN YEAR 1849, AND THE DIGGNGS
WERE NETHER CROAMDED NOR WORKED OUT, | SOON FOUND ‘OOLOWR’
THERE | DRAGGED My CRADLE, AND SET QUITE HAPPLY TO WORK. SINCE

| PERFORVED ALL MY OWN LABOUR, THE PROCESS SEEMED SLOW TO VE

AFTER THE QUOK RESULTS OF TRAINED COOPERATION,  YET MY CLEANNGS
AT NIGHT AVERAGED MORE THAN MY SHARE USED TO BE UNDER THE
partnership. So I fell into settled work, well content. A week later
JOH\NY RODE UP ON A SPRITED AND BEAUTIFUL HORSE, PROUD AS
could be over his mount.

HE CONFIDED TO ME THAT IT WAS ONE OF THE EXPRESS HORSES; THAT
THE FIRST TRP WOULD BE VERY SOON; AND THAT IF | DESIRED TO SEND OUT
MY OWN SAVINGS, | 0OULD DO SO. | WAS GLAD TO DO THS, EVEN
THOUGH THE RATES WERE HGH; AND WE EASLY PERSUADED YANK OF
THE ADVISABILITY. NOBODY ANTICFATED ANY DANGER FROM THS FIRST
TRP, FOR THE SIVFLE REASON THAT FEW KNBAN ANYTHNG ABOUT IT.
RANDALL AND HS FRENDS MADE WP THE AMOUNT THAT OOULD BE
CARRED BY THE THREE MEN. FOR THE FIRST TIVE | LEARNED THAT JOHNNY
HAD COMPANIONS. THEY STARTED FROM OUR OWN TENT, A LITTLE AFTER
SUNDOWN. INDEED, THEY ATE THER SUFPER WITH US, WHLE THER
BEAUTIFUL HORSES, HEAD HGH, STARED OUT INTO THE GROWNG
DARKNESS. ONE OF THE EXPRESS RDERS WAS A SLIGHT, DARK YOUTH
WHOM | HAD NEVER SEEN BEFORE. IN THE OTHER | WAS SURFRISED TO
RECOGNZE OLD HickorRy PINE HE TOLD ME HS FEORLE HAD
“SQUATTED” NOT FAR FROM SACRAMENTO, BUT THAT HE HAD COVE P
INTO THE HLLS ON SUWONS BY DANNY RaNDALL. THE FACT



IVFRESSED ME ANEW AS TO RANDALL’'S WIDE KNOWLEDGE, FOR THE
Pines had not been long in the country.

THE TRP WENT THROUGH WITHOUT INCIDENT. JOHNNY RETURNED FOUR
DAYS LATER AGLOW WITH THE JOY OF THAT ADVENTUROUS RDE THROUGH
THE DARK. ROBBERS ASIDE, | ACKNOWLEDGE | SHOULD NOT HAVE LIKED
THAT JOB. | AM NO HORSEVAN, AND | CONFESS THAT AT FULL SPEED | AM
ALWAYS UNEASY AS TO HOW A FOUR-HOOFED ANMAL IS GONG
SUCCESSFULLY TO FLANT ALLFOUR OF THEM. AND THESE THREE BOYS, FOR
THEY WERE NOTHNG ELSE, HAD TO GALLOP THE THRTY MLES OF THE ROAD
TO SACRAMENTO THAT LAY IN THE MOUNTAINS BEFORE DAWN CAUGHT
them in the defiles.

JOHNNY SEEVED TO GLORY IN IT, HOWEVER DANNY RANDALL HAD
ARRANGED FOR A CHANGE OF HORSES; AND THE THREE EXFRESS RDERS
LKED TO DASH UP AT FUL SPEED TO THE RELAY STATION, FLNG
THEVSELVES AND THER TREASURE BAGS FROM ONE BEAST TO THE
OTHER, AND BE OFF AGAIN WITH THE LEAST POSSIBLE EXPENDITURE OF
TIVE. THE INOOMING ANIVAL HAD HARDLY OONE TO A STAND BEFORE
THE FRESH ANMAL WAS OFF. THERE OOUD HAVE BEEN NO REAL
OCCASION FOR QUITE SO MUCH HASTE, BUT THEY LIKED TO DO IT. THE
TRPS WERE MADE AT IRREGULAR INTERVALS; AND THE RDERS LEFT CAMP
AT ODD TIVES. INDEED, NO HOUR OF THE TWENTY-FOUR WAS UNLIKELY TO
BE THAT OF THER START. EACH BOY CARRIED FIFTY POUNDS OF GOLD DUST
DISTRBUTED IN FOUR POUCHES. THS WAS A HEAVY WHEGHT, BUT IT WAS
COMPENSATED FOR TO SOVE EXTENT BY THE FACT THAT THEY RODE VERY
LIGHT SADDLES. THUS EVERY TRP THE ENORMOUS SUM OF THRTY-FIVE
thousand dollars went out in charge of the three.

THE FIRST HALF DOZEN JOURNEYS WERE MORE OR LESS SECRET, SO
THAT THE EXPRESS SERVICE DID NOT BECOMVE KNOWN TO THE GENERAL
PUBLIC. THEN THE NBAS INEVITABLY LEAKED OUT. DANNY RANDALL
THERELPON OFENLY RECEVED SHIRVENTS AND GAVE RECEPTS AT THE
BELLA UNON. IT SEBVED TO ME ONLY A MATTER OF TIVE BEFORE THE
EXPRESS MESSENGERS SHOULD BE WAYLAID, FOR THE TREASURE THEY
CARRED WAS WORTH ANY ONE'S WHLE. | SFOKE TO RANDALL ABOUT IT



one day.

“IF AMJO OR MURETTA OR Dicx TBVALE WERE IN THS PART OF THE
COUNTRY, I'D AGREE WITH YOU,” SAID HE SERIOUSLY, “BUT THEY ARE NOT,
AND THERE'S NOBODY IN THS LOT OF CHEAP DESPERADOES AROUND
HERE THAT HAS THE NERVE. THOSE THREE BOY'S HAVE A BIG REPUTATION
AS FGHTERS, THER HORSES ARE GOOD; THEY CONSTANTLY VARY THER
ROUTE AND THER TIVES OF STARTING; AND JOHNNY IN ESFECAL HAS A
foxy head on him.”

“The weak point is the place they change horses,” said .

Randall looked at me quickly, as though surprised.

“WHy, THAT'S TRUE,” SAID HE, “NOT A DOUBT OF IT. BUT I'VE GOT FIVE
ARVED MEN THERE TO LOOK AFTER JUST THAT. AND ANOTHER THNG YOU
MUST REVEVBER. THEY KNOW THAT DANNY RANDALL IS RUNNING THS
show.”

CERTAINLY, THOUGHT |, DANNY AT LEAST APPRECIATES HIVSELF; AND
YET, AFTER ALL, | DO NOT THINK HE IN ANY WAY EXAGGERATED THE TERROR
his name inspired.






CHAPTER XXXII
ITALIAN BAR

AS NOW WE ARE ALL SETTLED DOAN TO OUR VAROUS OCCURATIONS,
YANK OF PATIENCE, JOHNNY OF DELIGHTED ADVENTURNG, AND MYSELF
OF DOGGED INDUSTRY, IT MGHT BE WELL TO GVE YOU SOVE SORT OF A
NOTION OF [TALIAN BAR, AS THS NEW CAMP WAS CALLED. | SAW A GREAT
DEAL OF IT, MORE THAN | REALLY WISHED, FOR OUT OF WORKING HOURS |
MUCH FREQUENTED IT IN THE VAGLE HOPE OF KEEPING TABS ON ITS
activities for Johnny’s sake.

IT WAS SITUATED ON ONE OF THE MAIN OVERLAND TRALLS, AND THAT
WAS POSSBLY THE ONLY REASON ITS RCH DIGGNGS HAD NOT BEEN
SOONER DISCOVERED-IT WAS TOO ACCESSBLE THE HORDES OF
IMVIGRANTS DRAGGED THROUGH THE DUSTY MAIN STREET, SOVETIVES
IN AN ALMOST UNENDING PROCESSION. IMIORE OF THEM HEREAFTER; THEY
WERE N GENERAL A SAD LOT. SOME OF THEM WERE ALWAYS
ENCAVFED IN THE FLATS BELOW TOWN; AND ABOUT ONE OF THE STORES
A NUVBER OF THEM COULD BE SEEN TRYING TO SCREW THER RESOLUTION
UP TO PAYING THE APFALLING PRICES FOR NECESSITIES. THE MAJORITY
HAD NO SFARE MONEY, AND RARELY ANY SPRIT LEFT; AND NOBODY RAID
MUCH ATTENTION TO THEM EXCEPT TO FLAY PRACTICAL JOKES ON THEM
VERY FEW IF ANY OF THS INFLUX STOPPED AT ITALIAN BAR AGAN IT WAS
TOO ACCESSBLE. THEY HAD THER VISION FIXED HYPNOTICALLY ON THE
WEST, AND WESTWARD THEY WOULD PUSH UNTIL THEY BUVFED THE
PACFAC OCEAN. OF COURSE A GREAT MANY WERE NO SUCH DUVB
CREATURES, BUT WERE CARABLE, SELF-RELIANT MEN WHO KNEW WHAT
THEY WERE ABOUT AND WHERE THEY WERE GOING. NOBODY TRED TO
play any practical jokes on them.

OF THE REGULAR POPULATION | SUFPOSE THREE FOURTHS WERE
ENGAGED IN GOLD WASHNG. THE MNERS DID NOT DIFFER FROM THOSE



OF THER OLASS ANYWHERE BLSE, THAT IS TO SAY, THEY WERE OF ALL
NATIONALITES, ALL CLASSES OF LIFE, AND ALL DEGREES OF MORAL
RESPONSBILITY. THEY WORKED DOGGEDLY AND FAST IN ORDER TO GET
AS MUCH DONE AS POSSBLE BEFORE THE SEASONAL RANS. WHEN
NIGHT FELL THE MOST OF THEM RETURNED TO THER CABINS AND SLEPT THE
SLEEP OF THE WEARY; WITH A WEEKLY FORAY INTO TOWN OF A MORE OR
LESS LURD CHARACTER. THEY HAD NO TIVE FOR MUCH ELSE, N THER
NOTION;, AND ON THAT ACCOUNT WERE, PROBABLY UNCONSCIOUSLY, THE
MOST SELFISH COMMUNITY | EVER SAW. THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF
SICKNESS, AND MANY DEATHS, BUT UNLESS A MAN HAD A PARTNER OR

A FREND TO GVE HM SOVE CARE, HE MGHT DE IN HS CABIN FOR ALL

THE ATTENTION ANY ONE ELSE WOULD FAY HM. IN THE SAME SPRT ONLY
DRECT PERSONAL INTEREST WOULD AROUSE IN ANY OF THEM THE LEAST
indignation over the only too frequent killings and robberies.

“THEY FOUND A MAN SHOT BY THE UPFER BEND THS MORNING,”
remarks one to his neighbour.

“That so? Who was he?” asks the other.

“Don’t know. Didn't hear,” is the reply.

THE BARROOM OR STREET KILLINGS, WHCH AVERAGED IN NUVBER AT
LEAST TWO OR THREE A WEEK, WHLE FURNISHING MORE EXCITEVENT,
AROUSED VERY LITTLE MORE REAL INTEREST. OFEN AND ABOVE-BOARD
HOMCIDES OF THAT SORT WERE ALWAYS THE ~ RESULT OF DIFFERENCES OF
OPINION. IF THE VICTIM HAD A FREND, THE LATTER MGHT GO GUNNING FOR
HS RAL'S SLAYER, BUT NOBODY HAD ENOUGH FERSONAL FRENDS TO
elevate any such row to the proportions of a general feud.

ALL INQUESTS WERE SET ASIDE UNTIL SUNDAY. A ROUGH AND READY
FBLIC MEETNG INVARABLY BROUGHT IN  THE  SAME
VERDICT—"JUSTIFIABLE SELF-DEFENCE.” AT THESE TIMES, TOO, FOPULAR
JUSTICE WAS DISFENSED, BUT CARELESSLY AND NOT AT ALL IN THE SPRIT
OF THE COURT PRESIDED OVER BY JOHN SEVALE AT HANGVAN'S
GuULCH. A GENERAL AR OF LEVITY CHARACTERIZED THESE OCCASIONS,
WHCH MGHT STRKE AS SWIFT AND DEADLY A BLOW AS A SHAFT OF
LIGHTNNG, OR MGHT PUFF AWAY AS HARVLESSLY AS A SUWER



ZEPHYR. MANY A TIVE, UNTIL | LEARNED PHLOSOPHCALLY TO STAY AWAY,
DD My BLOOD BOL OVER THE HAPHAZARD WAY THESE MEN HAD OF
disposing of some poor creature’s destinies.

“HERE'S A MEX THEF,” OBSERVED THE CHAIR. “VVHAT DO YOU WANT
done with him?”

“MOVE WE CUT OFF HS EARS!” YELLED A VOICE FROM THE BACK OF
the crowd.

“Make it fifty lashes!” shouted another.

A WRANGLE AT ONCE STARTED BETWEEN THE ADVOCATES OF
cropping and the whip. The crowd wearied of it.

“Let the ———go!” suggested someone.

AND THS MOTION WAS CARRIED \WITH ACCLAMATION. NO EVIDENCE
WAS OFFERED OR ASKED AS TO THE EXTENT OF THE MAN'S GULT, OR
indeed if he was guilty at all!

THE MEETNG HAD A GRM SENSE OF HUMOLR, AND ENJOYED
NOTHNG MORE THAN REALLY HABORATE FOOLERY. SUCH AS, FOR
example, the celebrated case of Pio Chino’s bronco.

Pio CHNOWAS A cargador RINNNG A TRAN OF FACK-MULES INTO
SOME BACK-COUNTRY CAMP. HiS BELL MARE WAS AN ANCENT WHITE
ANMAL WTH LONG SHAGGY HAIR, EWVE NECK, BULGING JOINTS, A FLACD
WALL EYE, THE FULL COMPLBVENT OF RIBS, AND AN EXTRAORDINARLY LONG
ROVAN NOSE ENDNG IN A PENDULOUS LIP. YET FIFTEEN BESOTTED
MULES THOUGHT HER BEAUTIFUL, AND FOLLOWED HER SLAVISHY, IN WHCH
FACT LAY HER ONLY VALUE. NOW SOVEBODY, PROBABLY FOR A JOKE,
“LIFTED” THS ANCENT WRECK FROM POOR CHNO ON THE GROUND THAT IT
HAD NEVER BEEN CHNO'S FROPERTY ANYWAY. CHNO, WITH CHLDLIKE
FAITH IN THE DIGNITY OF INSTITUTIONS, BROUGHT THE MATTER BEFORE THE
weekly court.

THAT BODY TOOK OHARGE WITH IMVENSE SATISFACTION. [T
appointed lawyers for the prosecution and the defence.

Prosecution started to submit Chino’s claim.

DEFENCE IMVEDATELY OBJECTED ON THE GROUND THAT CHINO,



BENG A PERSON OF OOLOUR, WAS NOT QUALIFIED TO TESTIFY AGAINST A
white man.

THS PONT WAS WRANGLED OVER WITH GREAT RELISH FOR AN HOLR OR
MORE. THEN TWO SOLBVN INDIVIDUALS WERE INTRODUCED AS EXPERTS
TO DECDE WHETHRR CHNO WAS A MAN OF OOLOUR, OR, AS THE
PROSECUTION PASSIONATELY MAINTAINED, A NOBLE, GREAT-MNDED
and patriotic California member of the Caucasian race.

“GENTLEVEN,” THE COURT ADDRESSED THS RAR, “IS THERE ANY
INFALLIBLE METHOD BY WHCH YOUR SCIENCE IS ABLE TO DISTINGUSH
between a nigger and a white man?”

“There is,” answered one of the “experts.”

“What?”

“THE BACK TEETH OF A WHTE MAN HAVE SMALL ROOTS REACHNG
STRAIGHT DOMN,” EXPOUNDED THE “BEXPERT’ SOLEMNLY, “WHLE THOSE
of a negro have roots branching in every direction.”

“And how do you expect to determine this case?”

“BY EXTRACTNG ONE OR MORE OF THE RARTY’'S BACK TEEH,
ANNOUNCED THE “EXPERT” GRAVELY, AT THE SANE TIVE PRODUCNG A
huge pair of horseshoeing nippers.

CHNO UTTERED A HOM, BUT WAS VIOLENTLY RESTRAINED FROM
bolting. He was understood to say that he didn’t want that mare.
| SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN A BIT SURFRISED IF THEY HAD CARRED THE
IDEA OF EXTRACTION TO A FINSH, BUT THE COUNSEL FOR DEFENCE
INTERPOSED, WANVING THE POINT. HE DID NOT WANT THE FUN TO OOVE
to that sort of a termination.

Prosecution then offered the evidence of Chino’s brand. Now
THAT OLD MARE WAS BRANDED FROM MUZZLE TO TALL, AND ON BOTH
SIDES. SHE MUST HAVE BEEN SOLD AND RESOLD FOUR OR FVE TIVES
FOR EVERY YEAR OF HER LONG AND USEFUL LIFE. THE NETWORK OF BRANDS
was absolutely indecipherable.

“Shave her!” yelled some genius.

THAT IDEA CAUGHT HOLD. THE ENTIRE GATHERING TOOK AN INTEREST



IN THE OPERATION, WHCH HALF A DOZEN MEN PERFORVED. THEY
SHAVED THAT POOR OLD MARE FROM NOSE TO THE TIP OF HER RATLIKE TALL.
NOT EVEN AN EYEWINKER WAS LEFT TO HER. SHE RESBVBLED NOTHING
SO MUCH AS ONE OF THE SLUGLIKE LITTLE MEXICAN HARLESS DOGS WE
HAD SEEN ON THE ISTHVUS. THE BRANDS NOW SHOWED PLANLY
ENOUGH, BUT WERE AS COVFLICATED AS EVER IN APFEARANCE
THUNDERS OF MOCK FORENSIC ORATORY SHOOK THE AR. | REVBVBER
DEFENCE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IN THAT MULTIPLICITY OF LINES THE FIGURE
OF CHNO'S BRAND COULD BE TRACED; BUT POINTED TO THE STARS OF THE
HEAVENS AND THE FIGURES OF THER CONSTELLATIONS TO  FROVE WHAT
OOULD BE DONE BY A VIVID IMAGINATION IN EVOLVING FANCY PATTERNS.

BY THS TIVME T WAS LATE, AND COURT WAS ADJOURNED UNTIL NEXT
week.

THE FOLLOMNG SUNDAY, AFTER A TREVENDOUS LEGAL BATILE,
CONDUCTED WITH THE RELISHNG SOLBVNITY WITH WHCH AMERCANS
LIKE TO TAKE THER FOOLING, IT WAS DECIDED TO CALL IN AN EXPERT ON
BRANDS, AND A CERTAIN CALIFORNIA RANCHER TEN MLES DISTANT WAS
agreed upon.

“Bur,” OBJECTED THE DEFENCE, “HE IS A OOUNTRYMAN OF THE
COMPLAINANT. HOWEVER HONEST, HE WILL NEVERTHELESS SYMATHZE
WITH HS OAMN BLOOD. BEFORE THE CASE IS PUT BEFORE HM, HE
SHOULD VIEW THESE BRANDS AS AN UNFREJUDICED OBSERVER |
SUGGEST THAT THEY BE TRANSCRBED TO PAFER AND SUBMTTED TO HM
without explanation.”

THS AFPEALED TO THE CROWD. THE ASTONISHED MARE WAS AGAIN
LED OUT, AND CAREFUL DRAWINGS MADE OF HER MOST REMARKABLE
sides. Then the case was again adjourned one week.

ON THAT DAY THE CALIFORNAN WAS ON HAND, VERY GRAVE, VERY
MUCH DRESSED UP, VERY FLATTERED AT BEING CALLED AS AN EXPERT IN
anything. The drawing was laid before him.

“DON Lus,” SAID THE OOURT FORVALLY, “WHAT DO YOU, AS EXPERT,
make of that?”

DoN Lus BENT HS GRAVE SPANISH HEAD OVER THE DOCUVENT FOR



SOVE MNUTES. THEN HE TURNED IT UPSIDE DOWN AND EXAMNED IT
AGAIN; SIDENAYS; THE OTHER END. WWHEN HE LOOKED WP A LITTLE
TWINKLE OF HUMOUR LURKED DEEP IN HS BLACK EYES, BUT HS FACE
was solemn and ceremonious.

“WEL, DON LUS,” REFEATED THE COURT, “WHAT DO YOU MAKE OF
it?”

“SENOR,” REFLIED DON LUS OOURTEOUSLY, “IT LOOKS TO ME LIKE A
most excellent map of Sonora.”

WHEN THE CROWD HAD QUETED DOWN AFTER THS, THE COURT
ordered the animal brought forth.

“MAY T FLEASE Y'R HONOUR, THE CRITTER GOT A CHLL AND DONE
DIED,” ANNOUNCED THE CADAVEROUS MISSOURAN, TO WHOSE CARE
the animal had been confided.

“H'M” SAID THE COURT. “WELL, HERE'S THE COURT'S DECISION IN THS
CASE. P10 CHNO FINED ONE DRINK FOR TAKING UP OUR VALUABLE TIVE,
ABE SHLERS FINED ONE DRINK FOR QLAIMNG SUCH AN OLD CROW-BAIT
ON ANY GROUNDS; SAM IS FINED ONE DRINK FOR NOT PUTTING A BLANKET
ON THAT MARE” (“ ONLY GOT ONE BLANKET MYSELF!” CRED THE GREVED
MISSOURAN.) “THE FINES MUST BE FAID IN TO THE COURT AT THE CLOSE
of this session.”

HUGAY TIOKLED, THE MEETING AROSE. P10 CHNO, TO WHOM THE
TIDNGS OF HS BELL MARE'S DEMISE WAS EVIDENTLY NEWS, STOOD THE
PCTURE OF DEJECTED WOE. HIS DOWNCAST FIGURE ATTRACTED THE
careless attention of one of the men.

“HERe BOYS!” HE YELLED, SNATCHNG OFF HS HAT. “THS ANT SO
DAMN FUNNY FOR CHNO HERE” HE PASSED THE HAT ANMONG THE
CROWD. THEY TOSSED IN GOLD, GOOD-NATUREDLY, ABUNDANTLY, WITH A
LAUGH. NOBODY KNOWS WHAT AMOUNT WAS DUVFED INTO THE
ASTOUNDED CHNO'S OLD SOVBRERO; BUT THE MARE WAS CERTAINLY
NOT WORTH OVER FIFTEEN DOLLARS. IF SOVE ONE HAD DRAGGED CHNO
BEFORE THAT SANE GATHERNG UNDER UNSUFFORTED ACCUSATION OF
any sort, it would as cheerfully and thoughtlessly have hung him.



OF THE GAMBLING FLACES, ONE ONLY—THAT CONDUCTED BY DANNY
RANDALL AND CALLED THE BELA UNON-INSPRED ANY  SORT OF
CONFIDENCE. THE OTHER TWO WERE FREQUENTED BY A ROUGH, INSOLENT
CREW, GVEN TO SUDDEN SLENCES IN PRESENCE OF NEWOOMERS,
GOOD-HUMOURED AFTER A WILD AND DISCONCERTNG  FASHON,
FLUNGING HEAVILY AT THE GAMNG TABLES AND DRINKING AS HEAVILY AT
THE BARS. THS IS NOT TO IMRLY THAT ANY STRONG LINE OF DEVARCATION
EXISTED BETWEEN THE HABITUES OF ONE OR THE OTHER OF THESE
AACES. WHEN AN INHABTANT OF FMALIAN BAR STARTED OUT FOR
RELAXATION, HE VISITED EVERYTHNG THERE WAS TO VISIT, AND DRFTED
IVPARTIALLY BETWEEN MORTON'S, RANDALL'S BELLA UNON, AND THE
ENVPRE. THERE WAS A GOOD DEAL OF NOISE AND LOUD TALK IN ANY OF
THEM, AND OCCASIONALLY A PSTOL SHOT. THS WAS GENERALLY A
SIGNAL FOR MOST OF THE BYSTANDERS TO BREAK OUT THROUGH THE DOORS
AND WINDOWS, AND FOR THE GAYLY INCLINED TO SHOOT OUT THE LIGHTS.
THE LATTER FEAT HAS OFTEN BEEN OTED ADMRNGLY AS TESTIFYING TO A
HGH DEGREE OF MARKSMANSHP, BUT AS A MATTER OF FACT THE WIND
AND CONCUSSION FROM THE HEAVY REVOLVER BULLETS WERE QUITE
SUFFICENT TO PUT OUT ANY LAMP TO WHCH THE MSSLES PASSED
REASONABLY CLOSE. SOVETIVES THESE AFFRAY'S RESULTED IN MATERAL
FOR THE SUNDAY INQUESTS; BUT IT IS ASTONSHNG HOW EASLY MEN
can miss each other at close range. Most of the shootings were
THE RESULTS OF DRUNKEN QUARRELS. FOR THAT REASON THE PROFESSED
GUINVEN WERE RARALY INVOLVED. ONE WHO POSSESSED AN
established reputation was let alone by the ordinary citizen; and
MOST SEVERELY ALONE BY THE SWAGGERNG BULLIES, OF WHOM THERE
WERE NOT A FEW. THESE LATTER FOUND FREY FOR THER QUEER STRFE OF
VANTY AMONG THE YOUNG, THE WEAK, AND THE DRUNKEN. | DO NOT
HESITATE TO SAY THAT ANY MAN OF DETERMNED CHARACTER COULD
KEEP OUT OF TROWBLE EVEN IN THE WORST DAYS OF THE CANP,
PROVIDED HE HAD NO TEMPTNG WEALTH, ATTENDED TO HS OWN
affairs, and maintained a quiet though resolute demeanour.

WHEN N CAMP JOHNNY AND HS TWO COMPANIONS SHONE AS



BRGHT PARTICUAR STARS. THEY WERE ONLY BOYS, AND THEY HAD
BLOSSOMED OUT IN WONDERFUL GARVENTS. JOHNNY HAD A
CALFORNAN SOMBRERO WITH STEEFLE CROWN LOADED WITH SLVER
ORNAVENTS, AND A FAIR OF SPANISH SFURS HEAVILY INLAID WITH THE
SAME METAL, A CHNESE SCARF ABOUT HS NECK, AND A SHORT JACKET
EVBROIDERED WITH SILVER THREAD. BUT MOST ASTONISHING OF ALL WAS
A LARGE OFF-COLOUR DIAMOND SET IN A RNG, THROUGH WHCH HE RAN
the ends of his scarf. Parenthetically, it was from this that he got
HS SOBRQUET OF DIAMOND JACK. | HAD A GOOD DEAL OF FUN
laughing at Johnny, but he didn’t mind.

“THS DIAMOND,” HE POINTED OUT, “IS JUST AS GOOD AS GOLD DUST,
it's easier carried, and | can have some fun out of it.”

| AM AFRAID HE AND OLD HIckoRY PINE AND CAL MARSH DD A BIT
OF SWAGGERNG WHLE IN TOWN. THEY TOOK A DAY TO THE DOWN TRP,
AND JOGGED BACK IN A DAY AND A HALF, STOFPNG IN SACRANVENTO
ONLY THE EXTRA HALF DAY. THEN THEY RESTED WITH US ONE DAY, AND
WERE OFF THE NEXT. THUS THEY ACOOVFLISHED SEVEN OR BGHT TRPS
IN THE MONTH. BOTH OLD AND CAL HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING
QUICK, ACCURATE SHOTS, ALTHOUGH | HAVE NEVER SEEN THEM
PERFORM. AS THE THREE OF THEM WERE ABSOLUTELY INSERARABLE THEY
MADE A FORVIDABLE COVBINATION THAT NOTHING BUT AN ORGANZED
GANG WOULD CARE TO TACKLE. CONSEQUENTLY THEY SWAGGERED AS
MUCH AS THEY RLEASED. AT BOTTOM THEY WERE GOOD, CLEAN,
ATTRACTIVE BOYS, WHO WERE ENGAGED IN AN ADVENTURE THAT WAS
THRLLINGENOUGH IN SOBER REALITY, BUT WHCH THEY LOVED TO DECK
FORTH IN FURTHER ROMANCE. THEY ONE AND ALL ASSUVED THE STERN,
ALOOF, LOFTY POSE OF THOSE WHOSE AFFAIRS WERE TOO WEGHTY TO
PERMIT MNGLING WITH ORDINARY AMUSEVENTS. THER SPEECH WAS
LACONC, THER MANNERS GRAVE, THER ATTITUDE SELF-CONTAINED. IT
WAS A GOOD THNG, | BELIEVE, FOR OUTSIDE THE FACT THAT IT KEPT THEM
out of quarrels, it kept them also out of drinking and gambling.

| MADE MANY ACQUAINTANCES OF OCOURSE, BUT ONLY A FEW FRENDS.
THE BEST OF THESE WERE DR RANKN AND DANNY RANDALL.



STRANGELY ENOUGH, THESE TWO WERE GREAT PALS. DANNY HAD A LITTLE
ROOM BACK OF THE BELLA UNON FURNISHED OUT WITH A ROUND TABLE, A
DOZEN CHARS, AND A SOFA. HERE HE LOVED TO RETRE WITH HS
PERSONAL FRENDS TO SIP DRNKS, SMOKE, AND TO DISCUSS ALL SORTS
OF MATTERS. A LITTLE GLASSLESS WINDOW GAVE INTO THE BELLA UNON,
AND AS THE FLOOR OF THE LITTLE ROOM WAS RAISED A FOOT OR SO, DANNY
SAT WHERE HE COULD SEE EVERYTHNG THAT WENT ON. THESE
GATHERNGS VARED IN NUVBER, BUT NEVER EXCEEDED THE CARACTY
OF THE DOZEN CHAIRS. | DO NOT KNOW HOW DANNY HAD CAUSED IT TO
BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THESE WERE INVITATION AFFAIRS, BUT UNDERSTOOD
IT WAS, AND NO ONE EVER FRESUVED TO INTRUDE UNBIDDEN INTO THE
little room. Danny selected his company as the fancy took him.

AS TO WHY HE SHOULD SO OFTEN HAVE CHOSEN ME | MUST AGAIN
CONFESS IGNORANCE. PERHAPS BECAUSE | WAS A GOOD LISTENRR. IF
SO, THE THRD MEVBER OF A VERY FREQUENT TRUWIRATE, DR. RANKNN,
WAS INVITED FOR THE OPFOSITE QUALITY. THE DOCTOR WAS A GREAT
TALKER, AN ANALYST OF CONDITIONS, AND A PHLOSOPHCAL SPECTATOR.
THE MOST FREQUENT THEVE OF OLR TALKS WAS THE PREVALENCE OF
disorder. On this subject the doctor had very decided views.

“THERE IS DISORDER BECAUSE WE SHRK OWR DUTY AS A
COMMUNITY,” HE STATED, “AND WE SHRK OUR DUTY AS A COMMUNITY
BECAUSE WE BELIEVE IN OUR HEARTS THAT WE AREN'T A COMMUNITY.
WHAT DOES JONES OR SMTH OR ROBINSON OR ANYBODY ELSE REALLY
CARE FOR ITALIAN BAR AS A PLACE, OR, INDEED, FOR CALIFORNA AS A
FLACE? NOT A TNKER'S DAMN! HE CAVE OUT HERE IN THE FIRST ALACE
TO MAKE HS PLLE, AND IN THE SECOND FLACE TO HAVE A GOOD TIVE.
HE ISN'T DEPENDENT ON ANY ONE'S GOOD OPINION, AS HE USED TO
BE AT HOME. HE REFUSES TO BE BOTHERED WITH RESFONSIBILITES
AND HE DOESN'T NEED TO BE WHY A PAN MNER NEEDNT EVEN
SPEAK TO HS NEXT NBGHBOUR UNLESS HE WANTS TO; AND A CRADLE
miner need bother only with his partners!”

“MINERS' MEETINGS HAVE DONE SOVE FRETTY GOOD LEGISLATION,” |
pointed out.



“LEGISLATION; YES!” CRED THE DOCTOR. “HAVEN'T YOU DISCOVERED
THAT THE AVERCAN HAS A PERFECT GENIUS FOR ORGANIZATION? EIGHT
QOAL HEAVERS ON A DESERT ISLAND WOULD IN A WEEK HAVE A FULL LIST
OF OFFICERS, A CODE OF LAWS, AND WOULD BE WRANGLING OVER
RDICULOUS FARLIAMENTARY FONTS OF ORDER IN THER MEETINGS.
THAT'S JUST THE TROUBLE THE EASE WITH WHCH AMERCANS CAN
SKETCH OUT A STATE ON PAPER IS AN ANODYNE TO CONSCIENCE. WE
GET TOGETHER AND PSS A LOT OF RESOLUTIONS, AND GO AWAY WITH A
satisfied feeling that we’ve really done something.”

“Bur | BEIEVE A CAMP LKE THS MAY FROVE PERVANENT,”
objected Randall.

“EXACTLY. AND BY THAT VERY FACT A SOCAL OBLIGATION COVES INTO
EXISTENCE. TROUBLE IS, EVERY MOTHER'S SON TRES TO ESCAFE IT IN
HS OM CASE. VWHAT IS EVERY ONES BUSINESS IS NO ONES
BUSINESS. EVERY FELOWN THNKS HES GOT AWAY FROM BENG
BOTHERED WITH SUCH THINGS. SOONER OR LATER HELL FIND OUT HE
hasn’t, and then he’ll have to pay for his vacation.”

“WE NEVER STOOD FOR MUCH THEVING AT HANGMAN'S GuLcH,” |
interposed.

“What did you do?”

“We whipped and sent them about their business.”

“TO SOME OTHR CAWMP. YOU MERELY RASSED ON YOWR
RESFONSIBILITY; YOU DDN'T SETTLE IT. YOUR WHPPING MERELY NEANT
TURNING LOOSE A REVENGEFUL AND DESPERATE MAN. YOUR VAROUS
BANSHVENTS MERELY MEANT YOUR EXCHANGING THESE FIENDS WITH
THE OTHER CAMPS. [T'S LKE SCATTERNG THE QOYOTES THAT CONVE
around your fire.”

“WHAT WouLD YOU DO, DOCTOR?” ASKED RANDALL QUETLY; “WE
have no regular law.”

“WHy NOT? VWHY DON'T YOU ADOPT A LITTLE REGULAR LAW? YOU NEED
ABOUT THREE IN THS CAMP-AGAINST KILLING, AGAINST THEVERY, AND
AGAINST ASSAUT. ONLY BNFORCE IN EVERY INSTANCE, AS FAR AS



possible.”

“YOU CANT GET THS CROAMD TO TAKE TIVE INVESTIGATNG THE
troubles of some man they never heard of.”

“Exactly.”

“AND IF THEY GET TOO BAD,” SAD DANNY, “WELL HAVE TO GET THE
stranglers busy.”

“CONFOUND IT, MAN!” ROARED DR RANKIN, BEATING THE TABLE,
“THAT'S JUST WHAT |'VE BEEN TRYING TO TELL YOU. YOU OUGHT NOT TO CARE
SO MUCH FOR PUNISHING AS FOR DETERRNG. DONT YOU KNOW THAT IT'S
A COMMONFLACE THAT [T ISN'T THE TERRFYING QUALITY OF THE PENALTY
THAT ACTS AS A DETERRENT TO CRIVE, BUT IT'S THE CERTANTY OF THE
PENALTY! IF A HORSE THEF KNOWS THAT THERE'S MERELY A CHANCE THE
COMMUNITY WILL GET MAD ENOUGH TO HANG HM, HELL TAKE THAT
CHANCE IN HOPES THS MAY NOT BE THE TIVE. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND,

HE KNOWS THAT every time He STEALS A HORSE HES GOING TO BE
CAUGHT AND FINED EVEN, HE THNKS A LONG TIVE BEFORE HE STEALS
it.”

“ALL THAT'S TRUE, DOCTOR” SAID DANNY, “AS THEORY; BUT NOW I'M
COMNG TO BAT WITH A LITTLE PRACTICE HERE'S THE CAMP OF ITALIAN
Bar in the year 1849. What would you do?”

“ELECT THE PROPER OFFICERS AND ENFORCE THE LAW,” ANSWERED THE
doctor promptly.

“Who would you elect?”

“There are plenty of good men here.”

“NAME ME ANY ONE WHO WOULD TAKE THE JOB. THE GOOD MEN
ARE ALL WASHNG GOLD; AND THEY'RE IN A HURRY TO FINSH BEFORE THE
RAINS. | DON'T CARE WHO YOU'RE ABOUT TO NAME-IF ANYBODY; THS IS
ABOUT WHAT HED SAY: ‘| CANT AFFORD TO LEAVE MY QLAM, | DDNT
QOME OUT HERE TO RISK MY LIFE IN THAT SORT OF A ROW; | AM LEAVING
FOR THE OITY WHEN THE RAINS BEGIN, AND | DON'T KNOW THAT F'LL COMVE
back to ltalian Bar next season!””

“MAKE IT WORTH THER WHLE. PAY THBV,” INSISTED THE DOCTOR



stoutly.

“AND HOW'S THE MONEY TO PAY THEM TO BE COLLECTED? YOUD
have to create the officers of a government-and pay them.”

“Well, why not?”

“AT THE ELECTION, WHO WOULD TAKE INTEREST TO BLECT A DECENT
MAN, EVEN IF YOU COULD GET HOLD OF ONE? NOT THE OTHER DECENT
MEN. THEY'RE TOO BUSY, AND TOO LITILE INTERESTED. Bur THE
DESFERADOES AND HARD CHARACTERS WOULD BE VERY MJCH
INTERESTED IN GETTING SOME OF THER OAMN STRFE IN OFFICE THE
CHANCES ARE THEY WOULD BE OOMING BACK TO MALIAN BAR NEXT
SEASON, ESFECALLY IF THEY HAD THE LEGAL MACHNERY FOR KEEPING
THEVBELVES OUT OF TROUWBLE. YOUD SIVALY PUT YOURSELF IN THER
power.”

Dr. Rankin shook his head.

“JUST THE SAME, YOULL SEE THAT | AM RGHT,” HE PROPHESIED.
“THS ILLUSION OF FREEDOM TO THE SOCAL OBLIGATION IS ONLY AN
ILLUSION. [T WILL HAVE TO BE PAID FOR WITH ADDED VIOLENCE AND
turmoil.”

“WHy, | BELIEVE YOU RE RGHT AS TO THAT, DOCTOR,” AGREED DANNY,
“BUT I'VE DISOOVERED THAT OFTEN IN THS WORLD A MAN HAS TO RAY A
HGH PRCE FOR WHAT HE GETS. IN FACT, SOMETVES TS VERY
expedient to pay a high price.”

“l CAN FORESEE A LOT OF VIOLENCE BEFORE THE THNG IS WORKED
out.”

AT THS PONT THE DOCTOR, TO HS MANFEST DISGUST, WAS
summoned to attend to some patient.

“THAT ALL SOUNDS INTERESTING,” SAID | TO DANNY RANDALL ONCE WE
were alone, “but | don’t exactly fititin.”

“IT MEANS,” SAID DANNY, “THAT SOVE DAY MORTON'S GANG WILL GO
A LITTLE TOO FAR, AND WE LL HAVE TO GET TOGETHER AND STRNG SOVE OF
them up.”









CHAPTER XXXIII
THE OVERLAND IMMIGRANTS

THE OVERLAND IMMGRANTS NEVER CEASED TO INTEREST US. THE
ILLNESS, DESTITUTION, AND SUFFERNG THAT OBTAINED AMONG THESE
PEOPLE HAS NEVER BEEN ADEQUATELY DEPICTED. F OR ONE OUTHIT WITH
HEALTHY LOOKING MEVBERS AND ADEQUATE CATILE THERE WERE
DOZENS CONDUCTED BY HOLLOW-EYED, GAUNT MEN, DRAWN BY FEWV
WEAK ANIVALS. WOVEN TRUDGED WEARLY, CARRYING CHLDREN. AND
THE TALES THEY BROUGHT WERE TERRBLE. THEY TOLD US OF THOUSANDS
THEY HAD LEFT BEHND IN THE GREAT DESERT OF THE HUVBOLDT SINK,
FIGHTING STARVATION, DISEASE, AND THE LOSS OF CATTLE. WWOVEN WHO
HAD LOST THER HUSBANDS FROM THE DEADLY CHOLERA WERE
STAGGERNG ON WITHOUT FOOD OR WATER, LEADNG THER CHLDREN. THE
TRAIL WAS LINED WITH DEAD MULES AND CATTLE. SOVE SAD THAT FIVE
THOUSAND HAD PERSHED ON THE FLAINS FROM CHOLERA ALONE. IN THE
MDDLE OF THE DESERT, MLES FROM ANYWHERE, WERE THE DEATH
CAMPS, THE WAGONS DRAWN IN THE USUAL CRCLE, THE DEAD ANIMALS
TANTING THE AR, EVERY LIVING HUVAN BENG CRPFLED FROM SCLRVY
AND OTHER DISEASES. THERE WAS NO FODDER FOR THE CATTLE, AND
ONE MAN TOLD US THAT HE ESTIVATED, SOBERLY, THAT THREE FOURTHS OF
the draught animals on the plains must die.

“And then where will their owners be?”

THE INDANS WERE HOSTLE AND THEVING. MOST OF THE ample
FROVISION THAT HAD BEEN LAID IN HAD TO BE THROWN AWAY TO LIGHTEN
THE LOADS FOR THE BENFEEBLED ANIVALS. SUCH IMMGRANTS AS GOT
THROUGH OFTEN ARRVED IN AN IMPOVERISHED CONDITION. MANY OF
THESE ON THE ROUTE WERE REDUCED BY STARVATION TO LIVING ON THE
PUTREFED FLESH OF THE DEAD ANNMALS ALONG THE ROAD. THS
OOCASIONED MORE SICKNESS. THE DESERT SEEVED INTERVINABLE.



AT NGHTFALL THE STRUGGLING TRAINS LAY DOWN EXHAUSTED WITH ONLY
THE ASSURANCE OF ANOTHER SCORCHING, BURNING DAY TO FOLLOW. AND
WHEN AT LAST A FEW REACHED THE HUVBOLDT RIVER, THEY FOUND IT
ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO FORD—AND THE FEED ON THE OTHER SIDE. IN THE
DISTANCE SHOAMED THE HIGH FORBIDDNG RAMPARTS OF THE SIERRA
NEVADAS. A MAN NAMVED DELANO TOLD US THAT FIVE MEN DROANED
THEVSELVES IN THE HUVBOLDT RIVER IN ONE DAY OUT OF SHEER
DISCOURAGEVENT. ANOTHER MAN SAID HE HAD SAVED THE LIVES OF
HS OXEN BY GIVING SOME INDIANS FIFTEEN DOLLARS TO SWIM THE RVER
AND FLOAT SOME GRASS ACROSS TO HM. THE WATER OF THE HUVBOLDT
HAD A BAD EFFECT ON HORSES, AND GREAT NUMVBERS DED. THE
INDANS STOLE OTHERS. THE ANIVALS THAT REMAINED WERE WEAK.
THE DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY WAS IMVENSE, FOR EVERYTHNG THAT
OOULD BE SPARED WAS THROWN AWAY IN ORDER TO LIGHTEN THE LOADS.
THE ROAD WAS LINED WITH ABANDONED WAGONS, STOVES, MNNG
implements, clothes.

WE WERE TOLD THESE THNGS OVER AND OVER, HEAVLY, IN LITTLE
SNATCHES, BY MEN TOO WEARED AND DISCOURAGED AND BEATEN
EVEN TO REJOICE THAT THEY HAD COME THROUGH ALVE. THEY WERE NOT
INTERESTED IN TELLING US, BUT THEY TOLD, AS THOUGH THER MNDS WERE
SO FULL THAT THEY COULD NOT HELP IT. | REVBVBER ONE EVENING WHEN
WE WERE FEEDNG AT OUR CAMP THE MEVBERS OF ONE OF THESE
TRANS, A CHARTY EVERY MNER PROFFERED NEARLY EVERY DAY OF THE
WEEK. THE PARTY CONSISTED OF ONE WAGON, A HALF DOZEN GAUNT,
DULL-EYED OXEN, TWO MEN, AND A CRUSHED-LOOKING, TRAGIC YOUNG
woman. One of the men had in a crude way the gift of words.

HE TOLD OF THE CROWDS OF PEOFLE AWAITING THE NEW GRASS AT
INDEFENDENCE IN MISSOUR,, OF THE MAKING UP OF THE PARTIES, THE
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE TRP, THE DISCUSSION OF ROUTES, THE
visiting, the campfires, the boundless hope.

“THERE WERE NEAR TWENTY THOUSAND PEOFLE WAITNG FOR THE
GRASS,” SAID OUR FREND] A STATEVENT WE THOUGHT EXAGGERATED,
BUT ONE WHCH | HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND TO BE NOT FAR FROM THE



truth.

By THE MDDLE OF MAY THE TRAIL FROM THE MISSOUR RIVER TO FORT
Laramie was occupied by a continuous line of wagons.

“THAT WAS FINE TRAVELLING,” SAID THE IMVIGRANT IN THE DETACHED
WAY OF ONE WHO SPEAKS OF DEAD HSTORY. “THERE WAS GRASS AND
WATER, AND THE WAGON SEEVED LKE A LITTLE HOUSE AT NGHT.
Everybody was jolly. It didn't last long.”

AFTER FORT LARAME THERE WERE THREE HUNDRED MLES OF FLAINS,
with little grass and less water.

“WE THOUGHT THAT WAS A DESERT!” EXCLAIVED THE IMMGRANT
bitterly. “My God! Quite a lot turned back at Laramie. They were
SCARED BY THE CHOLERA THAT BROKE OUT, SCARED BY THE STORES OF
THE DESERT, SCARED BY THE INDIANS. THEY WENT BACK. | SUPPOSE
THEY'RE WELL AND HEARTY—AND KICKING THEVSELVES EVERY GOLD
report that goes back east.”

THE BRIGHT ANTICIRATIONS, THE JOY OF THE LIFE, THE ROMANCE OF THE
JOURNEY ALL FADED BEFORE THE GRM REALITY. THE MONOTONY OF THE
FLAINS, THE BARRENNESS OF THE DESERT, THE TOL OF THE MOUNTAINS,
THE TERRBLE HEAT, THE DUST, THE RAINS, THE SIOKNESS, THE TRAGEDY OF
DEATHS HAD FLATTENED ALL BUOYANCY, AND LEFT IN TS STEAD ONLY A
sullen, dogged determination.

“THERE WAS LOTS OF QUARRELLING, OF OOURSE,” SAID OUR NARRATOR.
“EVERYBODY WAS ON EDGE. THERE WERE FIGHTS, THAT WE HAD TO
settle somehow, and bad feeling.”

THEY HAD SEVERAL MNOR SKIRVISHES WITH INDIANS, LOST FROM
THER PARTY BY DISEASE, SUFFERED CONSIDERABLE HARDSHPS AND
infinite toil.

“WE THOUGHT WED HAD A HARD TIVE” SAD OUR FREND
wonderingly. “Lord!”

AT THE VERY START OF THE JOURNEY THEY HAD BEGUN TO REALIZE THAT
THEY WERE OVERLOADED, AND HAD COMVENCED TO THROW AWAY
SUPERFLUOUS GOODS. SEVERAL UNTS OF THE RARTY HAD EVEN TO



abandon some of their wagons.

“WE CHUKED EVERYTHNG WE THOUGHT WE OOULD GET ALONG
WITHOUT. | KNOW WE SPENT ALL ONE DAY FRYING OUT BACON TO GET THE
GREASE BEFORE WE THREW IT AWAY. WE USED THE GREASE FOR OLR
axles.”

THEY REACHED THE HEAD OF THE HUVBOLDT. UNTIL THS POINT THEY
HAD KEPT TOGETHER, BUT NOW DEMORALIZATION BEGAN. THEY HAD
BEEN TOLD AT SALT LAKE CITY THAT THEY HAD BUT FOUR HUNDRED MLES
to go to Sacramento. Now they discovered that at the Humboldt
THEY HAD STILL MORE THAN THAT DISTANCE TO TRAVEL; AND THAT BEFORE
them lay the worst desert of all.

‘MIND YOU,” SAD OLR FREND, “WE HAD BEEN TRAVELLING
DESFERATELY. OUR CATTLE HAD DED ONE BY ONE AND WE HAD
DOUBLED UP WITH OUR TEAMS. WE HAD STARVED FOR WATER UNTIL OLR
BEASTS WERE READY TO DROP AND OUR OWN TONGUES HAD SWOLLEN IN
our mouths, and were scared-scared, | tell you-scared!”

HE MOSTENED HSS LIPS SLOWLY, AND WENT ON. “SOVETIVES WE
TOOK TWO OR THREE HOURS TO GO A MLE, RELAYING BACK AND FORTH.
WE WERE DOWN TO A FINE PONT. T WASN'T A QUESTION OF KEEPING
OUR PROFERTY ANY MORE, IT WAS A CASE OF SAVING OLR LVES. WED
ABANDONED A GOOD HALF OF OUR WAGONS ALREADY. VWHEN WE GOT TO
THE HUVBOLDT AND LEARNED FROM A MOUNTAIN MAN GONG THE OTHER
WAY THAT THE GREAT DESERT WAS STILL BEFORE US, AND WHEN WE HAD
MADE A DAY OR TWO'S JOURNEY DOWN THE RVER TOWARD THE SINK, |
TELL YOU WE LOST OUR NERVE-AND OUR SENSE.” HE RUMNATED A FEW
MOMENTS IN SILENCE. “MY Gob! MAN!” HE CRIED. “THAT TRAIL! FROM
ABOUT HALFWAY DOWN THE RVER THE CARCASSES OF HORSES AND OXEN
WERE SO THCK THAT | BELEVE F THEY'D BEEN LAD IN THE ROAD
INSTEAD OF ALONGSIDE YOU COULD HAVE WALKED THE WHOLE WAY
without setting foot to ground!”

AND THEN THE RVER DISAPPEARED UNDERGROUND, AND THEY HAD TO
face the crossing of the Sink itself.

“THAT WAS A REAL DESERT,” THE IMMGRANT TOLD US SOVBRELY.



“THERE WERE LONG WHTE FIELDS OF ALKALI AND DRFTS OF ASHES
ACROSS THEM SO SOFT THAT THE CATTLE SANK WAY TO THER BELLIES.
THEY MOANED AND BELLOWED! LORD, HOW THEY MOANED! AND THE
DUST ROSE UP SO THIOK YOU OOULDN'T BREATHE, AND THE SUN BEAT
DOWN SO FIERCE YOU FELT IT LKE SOVETHNG HEAVY ON YOUR HEAD.
And how the place stunk with the dead beasts!”

THE PARTY’S ORGANIZATION BROKE. THE MARCH BECAME A ROUT.
EVERYBODY PUSHED ON WITH WHAT STRENGTH HE HAD. NO MAN,
WOMAN, OR CHLD OOUD RDE THE WAGONS WERE BVPTED OF
EVERYTHNG BUT THE BAREST NECESSITES. AT EVERY STOP SOVE
ANMAL FELL IN THE TRACES, AND WAS CUT OUT OF THE YOKE. WHEN A
WAGON CAME TO A STOP, IT WAS ABANDONED, THE ANMALS
detached and driven forward.

Those who were still afoot were constantly besought by those
who had been forced to a standstill.

“l SAW ONE OLD MAN, HS WIFE AND HS DAUGHTER, ALL WALKING
ALONG ON FOOT,” SAID THE IMVIGRANT BITTERLY. “THEY WERE HALF KNEE
DEEP IN ALKALI, THE SUIN WAS BROILING HOT, THEY HAD ABSOLUTELY
NOTHNG. WE COULDN T HELP THEM. WHAT EARTHLY CHANCE HAD THEY?
| SAW A WAGON STALLED, THE ANIVALS LYING DEAD IN THER YOKES, ALL
EXCEPT ONE OLD OX. A WOMAN AND THREE CHLDREN SAT INSIDE THE
WAGON. SHE CALLED TO ME THAT THEY HADN' T HAD ANYTHNG TO EAT FOR
THREE DAYS, AND BEGGED ME TO TAKE THE CHLDREN. | COULDNT. |
OOULD HAVE STOFPED AND DIED THERE WITH HER, BUT | COULDN'T PUT
ANOTHER POUND ON MY WAGON AND HOFE TO GET THROUGH. WE WERE
all walking alongside; even Sue, here.”

The woman raised her tragic face.

“WE LEFT OUR BABY THERE,” SHE SAID; AND STARED BACK AGAN
into the coals of the fire.

“WE MADE IT,” RESWED THE IMMGRANT. “WE GOT TO THE
TRUKEE RVER SOVMEHOW, AND WE RESTED THERE THREE DAYS. |
don’t know what became of the rest of our train; dead perhaps.”



WE TOLD HM OF THE IMVIGRANT REGISTER OR BULLETIN BOARD AT
Morton’s.

“I MUST LOOK THAT OVER,” SAID HE. “| DON'T KNOW HOW LONG IT TOOK
US TO CROSS THE MOUNTAINS. THOSE ROADS ARE TERRBLE, AND OLR
CATTLE WERE WEAK. WE WERE PRETTY NEAR OUT OF GRUB TOO. MOST OF
THE PEOFLE HAVE NO FOOD AT ALL. WELL, HERE WE AREl BUT THERE ARE
THOUSANDS BACK OF US. VWWHAT ARE THEY GOING TO DO? AND WHEN
the mountains fill with snow—"

AFTER THE TRO, WELL FED FOR THE FIRST TIVE IN MONTHS, HAD TURNED
N, WE SAT TALKNG ABOUT OR FRE WE WERE CONSIDERABLY
SUBDUED AND SOBERED; FOR THS WAS THE FIRST COHERENT ACOOUNT
WE HAD HEARD AT FIRST HAND. TWO THNGS IMPRESSED US—THE
TRAGEDY, THE FUTILITY. THE FORVER ASPECT HT US ALL; THE LATTER STRUCK
STRONGLY AT OLD AND CAL. THOSE YOUNGSTERS, WISE IN THE WAYS OF
THE PLAINS, WERE FILLED WITH SAD SURPRSE OVER THE INOOVFETENCE
ofitall.

“BUT THAR ANT NO MANNER OF  USe IN IM” crReD OLD. “THEY ARE
JUST BULLIN' AT IT PLUVB REGARDLESS! THEY AIN'T HANDLED THER CATTLE
RGHT! THEY ANT PCKED THER ROUTE RGHT—WHY, THE OLD MORVON
TRAIL DOAN BY THE CARSON SINK IS BETTER N THAT DEATH-TRAP ACROSS
THE HUMBOLDT. AND QUT-OFFS! WHAT LICENSE THEY ALL GOT CHASN
EVERY FOOL CUT-OFF REFORTED IN? MOST OF 'EM IS ALL RGHT FER FACK-
trains and all wrong fer wagons! Oh, Lord!”

“THEY DON'T KNOW,” SAD |, “POOR DEVILS, THEY DON'T KNOW. THEY
were raised on farms and in the cities.”

JOHNNY HAD SAID NOTHNG. HIiS HANDSOME FACE LOOKED VERY
sombre in the firelight.

“JIM” SAID HE, “WE RE DUE FOR A TRP TO-NGHT; BUT | WANT YOU TO
PROMSE ME ONE THNG—JUST KEEP THESE FEOFLE HERE, AND FEED
THEM UP UNTIL WE GET BACK. TELL THEM 'VE GOT A JOB FOR THEML WILL
you do it?”

| TRED TO PUVP JOHNNY AS TO HS INTENTIONS, BUT COULD GET



NOTHNG OUT OF HV; AND SO PROMSED BLINDLY. ABOUT TWO O'QLOCK |
WAS ROUSED FROM MY SLEEP BY A SOFT MOVING ABOUT. THRUSTING
MY HEAD FROM THE TENT | MADE OUT THE DM FIGLRES OF OR
horsemen, mounted, and moving quietly away down the trail.






CHAPTER XXXIV
THE PRISONERS

| HAD NO GREAT DFFICLLTY IN PERSUADNG THE IMMIGRANTS TO REST
over.

“TO TEL YOU THE TRUTH,” THE NARRATOR CONFIDED TO ME, “| DONT
KNOW WHERE WE RE GOING. VWE HAVE NO MONEY, WE VE GOT TO GET
work somehow. | don’t know now why we came.”

His NANE, HE TOLD ME, WAS GEORGE VWOODRUFF; HE HAD BEEN A
LAWYER IN A SMALL PENNSYLVANA TOAN; HS TOTAL POSSESSIONS
WERE NOW REFRESENTED BY THE REMAINS OF HS OX TEAM, HS
WAGON, AND THE BLANKETS IN WHCH HE SLEPT. THE OTHER MAN WAS
his brother Albert, and the woman his sister-in-law.

“WE STARTED WITH FOUR WAGONS AND A FINE FIT-OUT OF SUPFLIES,”
HE TOLD ME=“FOOD ENOUGH TO LAST TWO YEARS. THS IS WHAT WE
HAVE LEFT. THE CATTLE AREN'T IN BAD SHAFE NOW THOUGH; AND THEY
are extra fine stock. Perhaps | can sell them for a little.”

Two DAYS PSSED. WE AROSE THE MORNING OF THE THRD TO FIND
THAT THE OXEN HAD STRAYED AWAY DURNG THE NIGHT. DECIDNG THEY
OOULD NOT HAVE WANDERED FAR, | WENT TO MY GOLD WASHNG AS
USUAL, LEAVING VWOODRUFF AND HS BROTHER TO HUNT THEM UP. ABOUT
ten o’clock they came to my claim very much troubled.

“WE CAN'T FIND THEM ANYWHERE,” THEY TOLD ME, “AND IT DOESNT
seem natural that they should stray far; they are too tired.”

| KNOCKED OFF WORK, AND RETURNED WITH THEM TO THE FLAT, WHERE
WE PROCEEDED TO LOOK FOR TRACKS. THE EARTH WAS TOO HARD AND
TRAMFED TO SHOW US MUCH, AND AFTER A HALF HOUR OF FRUTLESS
EXAMNATION WE RETURNED TO CAMP WITH THE INTENTION OF EATING
SOMETHNG BEFORE STARTING OUT ON A SERIOUS SEARCH. WHLE THUS



engaged the express messengers rode up.

“HuLLo!l” SAID JOHNNY CHEERFULLY. “GLAD TO HEAR YOU MADE SUCH
a good thing out of your cattle!”

HE CAUGHT OUR STARE OF SURFRISE, SWUNG FROM HS HORSE AND
advanced on us with three swift strides.

“You haven't sold them?” he exclaimed.

“We’ve been looking for them all the morning.”

“STOLEN, BOYS!” HE CRED TO HS COVPANIONS. “HERE'S OUR JoB!
Come on!”

HE LEAPED ON HS HORSE IN THE HEADLONG, GRACEFUL FASHON THE
BOYS HAD CULTIVATED AT THE RELAY STATION, AND, FOLLOWED BY CAL
and Old, dashed away.

WE MADE NOTHNG DEFINTE OF THS, THOUGH WE HAD OWR
SURVISES TO EXCHANGE. AS THE BOYS HAD NOT RETURNED AN HOLR
LATER, | RESUMED MY DIGGNG WHLE THE WOODRUFFS WENT OVER TO
VISIT WITH YANK, WWHO WAS NOW OUT OF BED. EVENING CAVE, WITH NO
sign of our friends. We turned in at last.

SOVE TIVE AFTER MDNIGHT WE WERE AWAKENED BY THE SHUFFLING
AND LOMNG OF DRVEN CATTLE, AND WENT OUT INTO THE MOONLIGHT TO
SEE OLR SIX OXEN, JUST RELEASED FROM HERDNG, FLUNGNG THER
NOSES THRSTLLY INTO THE LITTLE STREAM FROM THE ~ SFRING. FIVE FIGURES
ON HORSEBACK SAT MOTIONLESS IN THE BACKGROUND BEHND THEM
WHEN THE CATTLE HAD FINSHED DRNKING, THE HORSEVEN, RDING IN
TWO COURLES AND ONE SINGLE, TURNED THEM INTO THE FLAT, AND THEN
came over to our camp.

AFTER THEY HAD AFPROACHED WITHIN FLAIN SIGHT WE SAW THAT THE
SINGLE HORSEMAN WAS CAL MARSH; AND THAT JOHNNY AND OLD EACH
LED AN ANMAL ON WHCH A MAN WAS TIED, HS ARVS BEHND HM,
his feet shackled beneath the horse’s barrel.

“HERg, YOU FELLOWS,” SAID JOHNNY IN A LOW VOICE, “JUST CATCH
hold here and help with these birds.”

THE THREE DESCENDED RATHER WEARLY FROM THER HORSES, THE



LEAD LINES OF WHCH CAL HELD WHLE THE REST UNSHACKLED THE
PRSONERS AND HELFED THEM TO DISMOUNT. THEY WERE BOTH KNOWN

TO ME, ONE AS THE BIG DESFERADO, MALONE, AND THE OTHER AS THE
BARKEEFER AT MORTON'S ALACE, OUR OLD FREND OF CHAGRES DAYS.
THE LATTER'S HEAD WAS ROUGH.Y BOUND WITH A BLOODY OLOTH. UNDER
JOHNNY’S DRECTION WE TIED THEM FIRMLY. HE ISSUED HS ORDERS IN

A LOA-VOICED, CURT FASHON THAT PRECLUDED ANYTHING BUT THE MOST
instant and silent obedience.

“THERE,” SAID HE AT LAST, “THEY’LL DO. CHUOK THEM INSIDE WHERE
they'll be out of sight. Now about those two horses—’

“FLL JUST RN "EM UP TO THE DUTCHVAN'S FLAT AND STAKE 'EM OUT
THAR,” INTERPOSED OLD. “THAR AIN'T NO ONE THAR, AND THEY WON'T BE
discovered.”

“Well,” conceded Johnny, “if your horse isn’t too tired.”

“She’ll make it,” replied Old confidently.

“NOW FOR OUR HORSES,” SAD JOH\NY. “WONTDOTOBE ~ GETTNG N
at this time of night. It doesn’t look natural. Don’t believe we can
GET THEM TO THE STABLE WITHOUT BENG SFOTTED. MAYBE YOUD
better stake them up there too. Can you walk back?”

“I reckon,” said Old.

HE TIED THE FOUR LED HORSES TOGETHER, MOUNTED, TOOK THE LEAD
rope from Cal, and rode off up the gulch.

CAL CAME TO THE FRE AND SAT DOAN. | WAS INSTANTLY STRUCK BY
his ghastly appearance.

“CAL’'S BORED THROUGH THE SHOULDER,” JOHNNY EXALAINED. “NOw,
JIM, YOUVE GOT TO GO WP AND GET DR RANKN. HE LWVES AT
BARNES'S HOTEL, YOU KNOW. BARNES IS ALL RGHT; BRNG HM DOWN,
TOO, F YOU HAFPEN TO WAKE HM WP. GO AROUND TO DANNY
RANDALL'S QUETLY AND TELL HM WE WANT TO SEE HM. HE SLEEFS N
THAT LITTLE BACK ROOM THROW SOME PEBBLES AGAINST THE
STOVEPPE, THAT'LL WAKE HM UP. LOOK OUT HE DOESN'T FOT YOU.
DON'T LET ANYBODY SEE YOU IF YOU CAN POSSBLY HELP, AND TELL THE



others to slip out here quietly, too. Do you understand all that?”

“| SEE WHAT 'M TO DO,” | ASSENTED; “BUT LET ME INI WHAT'S IT ALL
about?”

“WE MET THESE MEN AND THREE OTHERS DRIVING VWOODRUFF'S OXEN
THS MORNING,” SAID JOHNNY RAPDLY. “STOFFED AND HAD QUITE A
CHAT WITH THEM. THEY TOLD WHAT SOUNDED LIKE A STRAIGHT STORY OF
HAVING BOUGHT THE OXEN. | KNew VWOODRUFF WANTED TO SELL. DIDN'T
SUPPOSE THEY'D HAVE THE NERVE TO LIFT THEM RGHT UNDER OLR
NOSES. GUESS THEY HADN'T AN IDEA THEY'D MEET US ON THE ROAD.
WE WERE TAKING THE LOWER TRAIL JUST FOR A CHANGE. SO AS SOON AS
WE GOT THE NBAS FROM YOU, WE WENT BACK, OF COURSE THEY
SUSFECTED TROUWBLE, AND HAD TURNED OFF. OLD AND CAL ARE
WONDERS AT TRALING. CAME UP WITH THEM JUST BEYOND BIMTER
WATER, AND MONKEYED AROUND QUITE A WHLE BEFORE WE GOT A
FAVOURABLE CHANCE TO TACKLE THEM. THEN WE TOOK THE CATTLE AWAY
and brought back these birds. That's all there was to it.”

“You said five. Where are the other three?”

“KILLED 'BW,” SAID JOHNNY BREFLY. “NOW RUN ALONG AND DO YOUR
job.”

AFTER SOVE DEAY AND DFFICULTY | FULFLLED MY INSTRUCTIONS,
RETURNNG AT LAST IN COVRANY WITH DANNY RANDALL, TO FIND MY
FRENDS SITTING AROUND THE LITTLE FIRE, AND DR RANKIN ENGAGED IN
BATHNG CAL’'S WOUND. JOHNNY WAS REFEATING HS STORY, TO WHICH
the others were listening attentively.

“| LEARNED A LITTLE MORE OF THS SORT OF THNG IN SACRANENTO,” HE
WAS CONCLUDNG. “AND I'D LIKE TO STATE THS RGHT HERE AND NOW.
PRACTICAL JOKES ON THESE IMMGRANTS ARE POOR TASTE AS FAR AS |
AM CONCERNED FROM NOW ON. THAT'S MY’ OWN PRIVATE DECLARATION
of war.”

“Let's take a look at your birds, Johnny,” suggested Randall.

| BROUGHT OUT THE PRSONERS AND STACKED THEM UP AGAINST THE
trees. They gave us back look for look defiantly.



“YOU WONT LVE A WEEK AFTER THS,” SAD THE MORTON MAN,
whose name was Carhart, addressing Johnny.

“I'l just have a look at your head, my friend,” said Dr. Rankin.

THE MAN BENT HIS HEAD, AND THE DOCTOR BEGAN TO REVOVE THE
bloody bandages.

“Question is,” said Johnny, “what do we do with them?”

Danny was thinking hard.

“ONE OF TWO THINGS,” SAID HE AT LENGTH: “VVE CAN STRNG THEM LP
QUETLY, AND LEAVE THEM AS A WARNING; OR WE CAN FORCE NATTERS
to a showdown by calling a public meeting.”

“QUESTION IS,” SAID |, “WHETHER WE CAN GET ANYBODY WITH NERVE
ENOUGH TO SERVE AS OFFICERS OF COURT, OR, INDEED, TO TESTFY AS
witnesses.”

“You said a true word there,” put in Carhart with an oath.

“I'LL BEAR WITNESS FOR ONE,” OFFERED DR RANKIN, LOOKING UP FROM
his work, “and on a good many things.”

“Look out, damn you!” muttered Carhart.

“I'VE BEEN CALLED TO A GOOD MANY CASES OF GUNSHOT WOUNDS,”
CONTINUED THE DOCTOR STEADLY, “AND I'VE KEPT QUET BECAUSE |
WAS GVEN TO UNDERSTAND THAT MY LIFE WAS WORTH NOTHNG FF |
spoke.”

“You'd better keep your mouth shut!” warned the bandit.

“Now,” PURSUED THE DOCTOR, “| FERSONALLY BELIEVE THE TIVE HAS
QOME TO ASSERT OURSELVES. 'M IN FAVOUR OF SERVING NOTICE ON THE
WHOLE LOT, AND CLEANNG UP THE MESS ONCE AND FOR ALL. | BELEVE
THERE ARE MORE DECENT MEN THAN CRMNALS IN THS CAMP, IF YOU
get them together.”

“THAT'S My IDEA,” AGREED JOHNNY HEARTLY. “GET THE CAMP
TOGETHER; I'LL SEE EVERY MAN IN IT AND LET VWOODRUFF TELL HS TALE,
and then let Old or me tell ours.”

“And T'll tell mine,” said Dr. Rankin.

Danny Randall shook his head.



“THEY’LL RSE TO IT LIKE MEN!” ORIED JOHNNY INDIGNANTLY. “Nobody
BUT A MURDERER AND CATTLE THEF LISTENNG TO THAT STORY COULD
remain unmoved.”

“WHEL,” sAD DANNY, “F YOU WONT JUST QUEILY HANG THESE
FELLONS RGHT NOW, TRY THE OTHER. | SHOULD STRNG 'EM UP AND SHUT
their mouths. You're too early; it won't do.”






CHAPTER XXXV
THE TRIAL

THE MEETING TOOK FLACE IN THE BELLA UNION, AND THE ALACE WAS
CROWDED TO THE DOORS. ALL THE ROUGHS IN TOWN WERE ON HAND, FULLY
ARVED, SWEARING, SWAGGERNG, AND BRANDISHNG THER WEAFONS.
THEY HAD MUCH TO SAY BY WAY OF THREAT, FOR THEY DID NOT HESITATE
TO SHOW THER SYMAATHES. AS | LOOKED UPON THER UNEXPECTED
NUVBERS AND LISTENED TO THER WILD TALK, | MUST CONFESS THAT MY
HEART FALED ME. THOUGH THEY HAD NOT THE ADVANIAGE N
NUVBERS, THEY KNEW EACH OTHER, WERE FREFARED TO WORK
TOGETHR, WERE, IN GENERAL, DESPERATELY OOURAGEOUS AND
RECKLESS, AND IVBUED WITH THE GREATEST CONFIDENCE. THE DECENT
MNERS, ON THE OTHER HAND, WERE PRACTICALLY UNKNOWN TO EACH
OTHER, AND, WHLLE BRAVE ENOUGH AND HARDY ENOUGH, POSSESSED
NETHER THE RECKLESSNESS NOR DESPERATION OF THE OTHERS. | THNK
OLR MAIN WEAKNESS SPRANG FROM THE SELFAISH DETACHVENT THAT
had prevented us from knowing whom to trust.

AFTER PRELIMNARY ORGANIZATION A WRANGLE AT ONCE BEGAN AS TO
THE FORM OF THE TRAL. WE HELD VERY STRONGLY THAT WE SHOULD
CONTINUE OUR USUAL CUSTOM OF OPEN VEETING; BUT MORTON INSISTED
WITH EQUAL VEHBVENCE THAT THE PRSONERS SHOULD HAVE JURY TRAL.
THE DISCUSSION GREW VERY HOT AND CONFUSED. PISTOLS AND KNVES
WERE FLOURSHED. THE CHAR  PUT THE MATTER TO A VOTE, BUT WAS
UNABLE TO DECDE FROM THE YELLS AND HOWLS THAT ANSWERED THE
QUESTION WHICH SIDE HAD THE PREFONDERANCE. A RSING VOTE WAS
demanded.

“WONT THEY ATTEVPT A RESCUE?” | ASKED OF DANNY RANDALL,
UNDER COVER OF THE FANDEVIONUM. “THEY OOULD EASLY FIGHT THER
way free.”



He shook his head.

“THAT WOULD MEAN OUTLAWING THEVSELVES. THEY WOULD RATHER
GET CLEAR UNDER SOMVE SHOW OF LAW. THEN THEY AGURE TO RIN THE
camp.”

The vote was understood to favour a jury trial.

“That settles it,” said Danny; “the poor damn fools.”

“What do you mean?” | asked him.

“You'll see,” said he.

IN THE SELECTION OF THE JURY WE HAD THE ADVANTAGE. NONE OF THE
ROUGHS COULD GET ON THE PANEL TO HANG THE VERDICT, FOR THE SIVFLE
REASON THAT THEY WERE ALL TOO WELL KNOWN. THE MNERS CAUTIOUSLY
REFUSED TO ENDORSE ANY ONE WHOSE GENERAL RESPECTABILITY WAS
not known to them. | found myself one of those selected.

A SLIGHT BARRER CONSISTING OF A POLE THROWN ACROSS ONE CORNER
OF THE ROOM SET ASIDE A JURY BOX. WE TOOK OUR PLACES THEREN.
MEN CROAWDED TO THE FOLE, TALKING FOR OUR BENEFIT, CURSING
steadily, and uttering the most frightful threats.

| AM NOT GOING TO DESCRBE THAT MOST TURBULENT AFTERNOON. THE
DETALS ARE UNESSENTAL TO THE MAN FONT, WHCH WAS OWR
DECSION. COUNSEL WAS APFOINTED BY THE COURT FROM ANONG THE
NUVEROUS EX-LAWYERS. THE MAN WHO TOOK CHARGE OF THE DEFENCE
WAS FROM NEWV YORK, AND HAD  SERVED SOMVE TEN YEARS IN THE
PROFESSION BEFORE THE GOLD FEVER TOOK HM. | HAPPEN TO KNOW
that he was a most sober-minded, steady individual, not at all in
SYMPATHY WITH THE ROUGHER ELBVENTS; BUT, LIKE MOST OF HS ILK, HE
SPEEDLY BECAME SO INTENSHY INTERESTED N FLYNG HS
PROFESSION THAT HE FORGOT UTTERLY THE JUSTICE OF THE CASE. HE
DEFENDED THE LAWLESS HEVENT WITH ALL THE TRCKS AT HS
COMVAND. FOR THAT REASON VWOODRUFF WAS FREVENTED FROM
TESTFYING AT ALL, EXCEPT AS TO HS OWNERSHP OF THE CATTLE, SO THAT
THE EFFECT OF HS FATHETIC STORY WAS LOST. DR RANKIN HAD NO
CHANCE TO APPEAR. THS MEETNG SHOUD HAVE MARKED THE



AWAKENNG OF PUBLIC SPRT TO LAW AND ORDER, AND IF ALL THE
ELEVENTS OF THE CASE HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO COME BEFORE THE

DECENT PART OF THE COMMUNITY IN A COMMON-SENSE FASHON, | AM

QUTE SURE T WOULD HAVE DONE SO. BUT TWO LAWYERS GOT
interested in tangling each other up with their technicalities, and
the result was that the real significance of the occasion was lost
TO SIGHT. THE LAWYER FOR THE DEFENCE, PINK AND WARM AND HAFPY,

SAT DOWN QUITE PLEASED WITH HS ADROITNESS. A FEW OF US, AND

the desperadoes, alone realized what it all meant.

WE RETIRED TO RANDALL’S LITTLE ROOM TO DELIBERATE. NOT A MAN OF
THE TWELVE OF US HAD THE FRST DOUBT AS TO THE GULT OF THE
PRSONERS. WE TOOK A BALLOT. THE RESULT WAS ELEVEN FOR ACQUITTAL
and one for conviction. | had cast the one vote for conviction.

We argued the matter for three hours.

“THERE'S NO DOUBT THE MEN ARE GULTY,” SAD ONE. “THAT ISNT
the question. The question is, dare we declare it?”

“IT AMOUNTS TO ANNOUNCING OUR OWN DEATH SENTENCE,” ARGUED
ANOTHER. “THOSE FELLOWS WOULD STAND TOGETHER, BUT WHO OF THE LOT
WOULD STAND BY US? WHY, WE DON'T EVEN KNOW FOR SURE WHO
would be with us.”

“THS CASE OUGHT NEVER TO HAVE BEEN TRED BY A JWRY,”
COVPLANED A THRD BITTERLY. “IT OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN TRED N A
MNERS' COURT; AND IF IT HADN'T BEEN FOR THOSE SOFT HEADS WHO
were strong for doing things ‘regularly’ instead of sensibly, we’d
have had it done that way.”

“WELL,” SAD AN OLDER MAN GRAVELY, “| AGREE TO THAT. | AM GONG
TO BE GOVERNED IN My DECISION NOT BY THE MERTS OF THE CASE, BUT
BY THE FACT THAT | HAVE A FAMLY BACK IN THE STATES. | CONSIDER MY
obligations to them greater than to this community.”

| REASONED WITH THEM FOR A LONG TIVE, BRNGING TO BEAR ALL THE
ARGUVENTS | HAD HEARD ADVANCED AT VARIOUS TIVES DURNG OLR
DISCUSSIONS IN DANNY RANDALL'S BAOK ROOM. AT LAST, SEENG |
OOULD IN NO MANNER SHAKE THER RESOLUTION, | GAVE IN. AFTER ALL, |



OOULD NOT BLAME THEM. THE CASE WAS TO THEM ONLY ONE OF CATTLE
STEALING, THEY HAD NO CHANCE TO REALIZE THAT IT WAS ANYTHNG
MORE. WITHOUT SOLICITATION ON MY FART THEY AGREED TO KEEP
secret my opposition to the verdict of acquittal.

OUR DECISION WAS GREETED BY WILD YELLS AND THE DISCHARGE OF
PISTOLS ON THE PART OF THE ROUGH ELBVENT. THE MEETING BROKE LP
INFORVALLY AND IN CONFUSION. [T WOULD HAVE BEEN USELESS FOR THE
PRESIDING OFFICER TO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO DISMSS OOURT. THE MOB
BROKE THROUGH EN MASSE TO CONGRATUATE THE PRISONERS.
IMVEDATELY THE BARKEEFERS WERE OVERAHELMED WITH WORK.
HERE AND THERE | COUD SEE A SMALL GROUP OF THE HONEST MEN
TALKING LOW-VOICED, WITH MANY SHAKES OF THE HEAD. JOHNNY, OLD,
AND CAL, WHO HAD ATTENDED WITH HS ARM SLUNG UP, HAD THER
HEADS TOGETHER N A OORNER DANNY RANDALL, WHO, IT WILL BE
REVEVBERED, HAD NOT APPEARED PUBLICLY IN ANY WAY, STOOD AT
HS CUSTOMARY CORNER OF THE BAR WATCHNG ALL THAT WAS GOING ON.
His gamblers were preparing to reopen the suspended games.

AFTER CONFERRNG TOGETHRR A NMOVENT THE THREE EXFRESS
VESSENGERS MADE THER WAY SLOMY ACROSS THE ROOM TO THE BAR
| COULD NOT SEE EXACILY WHAT HAPFENED, BUT HEARD THE SUDDEN
REVERBERATIONS OF SEVERAL PISTOL SHOTS. THE LAMPS AND GLASSES
RATTLED WITH THE CONCUSSION, THE WHTE SMOKE OF THE DISCHARGES
EDDED AND ROSE. AN IMVEDIATE DEAD SILENCE FELL, EXCEPT FOR
THE SOUNDS MADE BY THE MOVEMENTS OF THOSE SEEKING SAFE
places. Johnny and his two friends shoulder to shoulder backed
SLOWLY AWAY TOWARD THE DOOR. JOHNNY AND OLD PRESENTED EACH
TWO RASTOLS AT THE GROUP AROUND THE BAR, WHLE CAL, A REVOLVER N
HS WHL HAND, SWEPT THE MUZZLE SLOMY FROM SDE TO SDE
NOBODY NEAR THE BAR STIRRED. THE EXPRESS MESSENGERS BACKED
to the door.

“KEEP YOUR HEADS INSDE,” WARNED JOHNNY CLEARLY. ON THE
words they vanished.

IMVEDIATELY PANDEVIONIUM BROKE LOOSE. THE MEN ALONG THE



BAR IMVEDIATELY BECAME VERY WARLIKE; BUT NONE OF THOSE WHO
BRANDISHED PISTOLS TRED TO LEAVE THE BULDING. FROM THE SWING
AND SWAY OF THE CROAD, AND THE BABEL OF YELLS, OATHS, THREATS,
AND EXPLANATIONS | COULD MAKE NOTHING. DANNY RANDALL ALONE OF
ALL THOSE IN THE ROOM HELD HS FOSITION ~ UNMOVED. AT LAST A CLEAR
way offered, so | went over to him.

“What's happened?” | shouted at him through the din.

Danny shrugged his shoulders.

“They killed Carhart and Malone,” Danny replied curtly.

IT SEBVED, | ASCERTAINED AT LAST, THAT THE THREE HAD ADVANCED
and opened fire on the two ex-prisoners without warning.

AS SOON AS POSSBLE | MADE MY ESCAFE AND RETURNED TO OUR
OWN CAMP. THERE | FOUND THE THREE OF THEM SEATED SMOKING,
their horses all saddled, standing near at hand.

“Are they coming our way?” asked Johnny instantly.

I told them that | had seen no indications of a mob.

“BUr WHY DD YOU DO m?” | CRED. “IT'S AN OPEN CHALLENGH
They Il get you boys now sure!”

“THAT REVAINS TO BE SEEN,” SAID JOHNNY GRMLY. “BUT IT WAS THE
ONLY THNG TO DO. IF CARHART AND MALONE HAD EVER BEEN GIVEN
TIVE TO REFORT ON OUR CONFAB THE OTHER EVENING, YOU AND DANNY
RANDALL AND DR RANKIN WOULD HAVE BEEN MARKED MEN. NOW NO
one knows of your connection with this matter.”

“But they'll be after you—’

“THEY WERE AFTER US IN ANY CASE,” JOHNNY FOINTED OUT. “DON'T
DECEVE YOURSELF THERE. NOW YOU KEEP OUT OF THS AND LET US DO
it.”

“l reckon we can handle this bunch,” said Old.

“LORD! WHAT A LOT OF JELYFSH” CRED JOHNNY DISGUSTEDLY.
“DANNY WAS RGHT ENOUGH ABOUT THEM BUT LET ME STATE RGHT
HERE AND ONCE AGAIN THAT PRACTICAL JOKES ON IMMGRANTS ARE
going to be mighty unhealthy here.”









CHAPTER XXXVI
THE RULE OF THE LAWLESS

NO CONCERTED ATTEVPT WAS MADE BY THE ROUGHS TO AVENGE THE
execution of their comrades. Whether they realized that such an
ATTEVPT WOULD BE LIKELY TO SOLDFY THE DECENT ELEMENT, OR
WHETHER THAT SORT OF WARFARE WAS NOT THER HABIT, THE AFTERNOON
and night wore away without trouble.

“Danger’s over,” announced Johnny the following morning.

“What next?” | asked.

“We’ll go up to town,” said Johnny.

THS THEY PROCEEDED TO DO, NEGATIVING ABSOLUTELY MY DESIRE
to accompany them.

“You STAY OUT OF THS,” SAD JOHNNY. “GO AND WASH GOLD AS
usual.”

| WAS IMVENSELY RELIEVED THAT AFTERNOCON WHEN THEY RETURNED
SAFE AND SOUND. AFTERWARD | HEARD THAT THEY HAD COOLLY VISITED
EVERY SALOON AND GANVBLING PLACE, HAD STOPFED IN EACH TO CHAT
WITH THE BARKEEFERS AND GAMBLERS, HAD SFENT THE MORNNG
SEATED OUTSIDE THE BELLA UNON, AND HAD BEEN IN NO MANNER
molested.

“THEY'LL BE ALL RGHT AS LONG AS THEY STICK TOGETHER AND KEEP IN
THE OFEN” YANK ASSIRD ME “THAT GANG WILL SOONRR
assassinate than fight.”

ALTHOUGH FOR THE MOVENT HELD IN CHECK BY THE RESOLUTE FRONT
PRESENTED BY THESE THREE BOY'S, THE ROUGH ELEVENT SHOWED THAT
it considered it had won a great victory, and was now entitled to
RUN THE TOWN. MBVBERS OF THE GANG SELECTED WHAT GOODS THEY
NEEDED AT ANY OF THE STORES, MAKING NO PRETENCE OF FAYMENT.



THEY SWAGGERED BOLDLY ABOUT THE STREETS AT ALL TIVES, INFESTED
THE BETTER RLACES SUCH AS THE BEIA UNON, ELBOWED ASIDE
INSOLENTLY ANY INOFFENSIVE CITIZEN WHO MGHT BE IN THER WAY, AND
GENERALLY CONDUCTED THEVSHLVES AS THOUGH THEY OWMNED THE
FLACE. ROBBERES GREW MORE FREQUENT. THE FREGHTERS WERE HELD
UP IN BROAD DAYLIGHT; RUMOURS OF RETURNING MNERS BENG RELIEVED
OF THER DUST DRFTED WP FROM THE LOWER COWNTRY; MYSTEROUS
DISAPFEARANCES INCREASED IN NUVBER. HARDLY AN ATTEVPT WAS
MADE TO OONCEAL THE FACT THAT THE ORGANZED GANG THAT
CCONDUCTED THESE OPERATIONS HAD ITS HEADQUARTERS AT [TALIAN BAR.
STRANGE MEN RODE P IN BROAD DAYLIGHT, OOVERED WITH RED DUST,
TO CONFER WITH MORTON OR ONE OF THE OTHER RESIDENT BLACKGUARDS.
MYSTEROUSLY EVERY DESPERADO IN THE FLACE BEGAN TO LAY FIFTY-
DOLLAR OCTAGONAL SLUGS ON THE GAMNG TABLES, FRODUCT OF SOVE
lower country atrocity.

THE CAMP SOON HAD A CONCRETE ILLUSTRATION OF THE OPINION THE
ROUGHS HELD OF THEVSELVES. [T WAS REPFORTED QUETLY AMONG A FEW
OF US THAT SEVERAL OF OUR NUVBER HAD BEEN “MARKED BY THE
DESPERADOES. TWO OF THESE WERE JOE THOVPSON, WHO HAD
ACTED AS COUNSEL FOR THE PROSECUTION IN THE LATE TRAL, AND TOM
CLEVELAND, WHO HAD PRESIDED, AND FRESIDED WHELL, OVER THE
OOURT. THOMPSON KEPT ONE OF THE STORES, WHLE CLEVELAND WAS
PROPRETOR OF THE BUTCHER SHOP. NO OVERT THREATS WERE MADE, BUT
WE UNDERSTOOD THAT SOMEHOW  THESE MEN WERE TO BE PUT OUT OF
the way. Of course they were at once warned.

THE HUVAN MND IS CERTAINLY A QUEER PIECE OF MECHANSM. [T
WOULD SEEM THAT THE MOST NATURAL THNG TO HAVE DONE, IN THE
CIRCUMSTANCES, WOULD HAVE BEEN TO DOG THESE MEN'S FOOTSTERS
UNTIL AN OFPORTUNITY OFFERED TO ASSASSINATE THEM QUETLY. THAT IS
JUST WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN DONE HAD THE INTENDED VICTIVS BEEN
LESS PROMINENTLY IN THE PUBLIC EYE. THE MURDER OF COURT OFFICIALS,
HOWEVER, WAS A VERY DIFFERENT MATTER FROM THE FINDNG OF AN
UNKNOWN MNER DEAD IN HS CAMP OR ALONG THE TRALL. IN THE FORVER



CASE THERE 0OULD BE NO MANNER OF DOUBT AS TO THE PERFETRATORS
OF THE DEED-THE ANMUS WAS TOO DRECTLY TO BE TRACED. AND IT IS

A MATTER FOR CUROUS RBVARK THAT IN ALL EARLY HSTORY, WHETHER OF
CALFORNA IN THE FORTES, OR OF MONTANA IN THE BLOODIER SIXTIES,
THE DESPERADOES, NO MATTER HOW STRONG THEY FELT THEVSELVES OR
HOW ARROGANTLY THEY RAN THE COMMUNITY, NEVERTHELESS MUST HAVE
FELT A GREAT UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE ACTUAL POWER OF THE DECENT
ELBVENT. THS IS EVIDENCED BY THE FACT THAT THEY NEVER WORKED
OFENLY. THOUGH THE IDENTITY OF EACH OF THEM AS A ROBBER AND
CUT-THROAT WAS A MATTER OF COMVON KNOWLEDGE, SO THAT ANY
MNER OOULD HAVE MADE OUT A LIST OF THE MBVBERS OF ANY BAND,

THE FACT WAS NEVER FORMALLY ADMITTED. AND AS LONG AS IT WAS NOT
ADMTTED, AND AS LONG AS ACTUAL HARD FROOF WAS LACKING, IT
SERVED TO BE PART OF THE GAME THAT NOTHNG COULD BE DONE
MORAL CERTAINTIES DD NOT COUNT UNTIL SOVE SERES OF OUTRAGES
resulted in mob action.

NOW CONSIDER THS SITUATION, WHICH SEBVED TO ME THEN AS IT
SEEMS TO ME NOW, MOST ABSURD IN EVERY WAY. NOBODY else
CONSIDERED IT SO. EVERYBODY KNEW THAT THE ROUGH BELEVENT WAS
ouT TO “GEI” THOMPSON AND CLEVAELAND. EVERYBODY, INCLUDNG
BOTH THOVPSON AND CLEVELAND THEMBELVES, WAS PRETTY CERTAN
THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE QUETLY ASSASSINATED, THE ARGUVENT IN
THAT CASE BENG THAT THE DEED WOULD BE TOO APT TO RAISE THE
COMMUNITY. THEREFORE IT WAS PRETTY WELL UNDERSTOOD THAT SOVE
SORT OF A QUARREL OR PERSONAL ENOOUNTER WOULD BE USED AS AN
EXCUSE. PERSONALLY | COULD NOT SEE THAT THAT WOULD MAKE MUCH
ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCE, BUT, AS | SAID, THE HUVAN MND IS A CUROUS
piece of mechanism.

ANONG THE OOCASIONAL VISITORS TO THE CAMP WAS A MAN WHO
CALLED HMVSELF HARRY CRAWFORD. HE WAS A MAN OF PERHAPS
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, TALL, RATHER SLENDER, WITH A CLEAR FACE AND
LAUGHNG BLUE EYES. NOTHNG IN HS APFEARANCE INDICATED THE
DESFERADO; AND YET WE HAD LONG KNOWN HM AS ONE OF THE



MORTON GANG. THS MAN NOW TOOK UP HS RESIDENCE IN CANP,
AND WE SOON DISCOVERED THAT HE WAS EVIDENTLY THE KILLER THE
FIRST AFTERNOON HE PIOKED SOME SORT OF A FETTY QUARREL WITH
THOVPSON OVER A PURCHASE, BUT COOLED DOWN INSTANTLY WHEN
UNEXPECTEDLY CONFRONTED BY A HALF DOZEN MNERS WHO CAME IN AT
THE OFFORTUNE MOVENT. A FEW DAYS AFTERWVARD IN THE SLACK TIVE
OF THE AFTERNOON THOVPSON, WHLE DRNKING AT THE BAR OF THE
ENMPRE AND CONVERSING WITH A FREND, WAS APFROACHED BY A
well-known sodden hanger-on of the saloons.

“WHAT 'N HELL YOU FELLOWS TALKING ABOUT?” DEVANDED THS MAN
impudently.

“NONE OF YOUR BUSINESS,” REFLIEED THOMPSON IMPATIENTLY, FOR
THE MAN WAS A PUBLIC NUSANCE, AND BESIDES WAS DEEP IN
Thompson's debt.

The man broke into foul oaths.

“I'll dare you to fight!” he cried in a furious passion.

FACNG ABOUT, THOMPSON SAW CRAWFORD STANDING ATTENTIVELY
among the listeners, and instantly comprehended the situation.

“YOU HAVE THE ODDS OF ME WITH A FISTOL,” SAID THOMPSON, WHO
NOTOROUSLY HAD NO SKILL WITH THAT WEAPON. “WHY SHOULD | FIGHT
you?”

“WELL, THEN,” ORED THE MAN, “PUT UP YOUR FISTS; THAT LL SHOW WHO
is the best man!”

HE SNATCHED OFF HS BELT AND LAID IT ON THE BAR. THOMPSON DD
the same.

“Come on!” cried the challenger, backing away.

THOVPSON, THOROUGHY ANGRY, REACHED OVER AND SLAFFED HS
ANTAGONST. THE LATTER PROMPTLY DREW ANOTHER REVOLVER FROM
BENEATH HS COAT, BUT BEFORE HE COULD AIM IT THOMPSON JUVFED
AT HS THROAT AND DISARVED HM AT THS MOMENT CRAWFORD
INTERFERED, APRARENTLY AS PEACEMAKER THOMPSON WAS LATER
TOLD SECRETLY BY THE BARKEEPER THAT THE SCHEVE WAS TO LURE HM



into a pistol fight in the street, when Crawford would be ready to
shoot him as soon as the first shot was fired.

ON THE STRENGTH OF HS INTERFERENCE CRAWFORD NEXT FRETENDED
TO FRENDSHP, AND SPENT MUCH OF HS TIVE AT THOMPSON'S STORE.
THOMPSON WAS IN NO WAY DECEVED. THS STATE OF AFFAIRS
CONTINUED FOR TWO DAYS. T TERVINATED IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER
CRAWFORD, SITTING HALF ON THE COUNTER, AND TALKING WITH ALL THE
GREAT CHARM OF WHCH HE WAS MASTER, LED THE SUBJECT TO
weapons.

“This revolver of mine,” said he, at the same time drawing the
WEAPON FROM TS HOLSTER, “IS ONE OF THE OLD NAVY MODEL. YOU
DONT OFTEN SEE THEM NOWADAYS. [T HAS A DOWBLE LOK.” HE
OOCKED T AS THOUGH TO ILLUSTRATE HS FOINT, AND THE MUZZLE, AS
THOUGH BY ACCIDENT, SWEPT TOWARD THE OTHER MAN. HE LOOKED P
FROM HS AFFECTED CLOSE EXAMNATION TO FIND THAT THOMPSON HAD
ALSO DRAWN HS WEAFON AND THAT THE BARREL WAS FONTING
uncompromisingly in his direction.

FOR A MOVENT THE TWO STARED EACH OTHER IN THE EYE. THEN
Crawford sheathed his pistol with an oath.

“What do you mean by that?” he cried.

“I MEAN,” SAID THOMPSON FIRMLY, “THAT | DO NOT INTEND YOU SHALL
GET THE ADVANTAGE OF NE. YOU KNOW MY OPINION OF YOU AND YOUR
gang. | shall not be shot by any of you, if | can help it.”

CRAWFORD WITHDREW QUEETLY, BUT LATER IN THE DAY AFFROACHED A
big group of us, one of which was Thompson.

“THERES A MATTER BETWEEN YOU AND ME HAS GOT TO BE
settled!” he cried.

“WEL, | CANT IMAGNE WHAT T IS,” REFLIED THOVPSON. “I'M NOT
AWARE THAT 'VE SAD OR DONE ANYTHNG TO YOU THAT NEEDS
settlement.”

“You NEENT LAUGH” REALED CRAWFORD, WITH A STRNG OF
INSULTNG OATHS. “YOU'RE A COWARD; AND IF YOU'RE ANYTHNG OF A



man you will step out of doors and have this out.”

“I AM, AS YOU SAY, A COWARD,” REFLIED THOMPSON QUETLY, “AND
| SEE NO REASON FOR GOING OUT OF DOORS TO FIGHT YOU OR ANYBODY
else.”

AFTER BLUSTERNG AND SWEARNG FOR A FEW MOVENTS CRAWFORD
WITHDREW. HE MADE NO ATTEVPT TO FIGHT, NOR DO | BELIEVE HS
OUTBURST HAD ANY OTHER PURPOSE THAN TO ESTABLISH THE RURELY
PERSONAL CHARACTER OF THE QUARREL BETWEEN THOMPSON AND
HMVSELF. AT ANY RATE, THOVPSON WAS NEXT MORNNG FOUND
MURDERED IN HS BUNK, WHLE CRAWFORD HAD DISAFFEARED. | DO
not know whether Crawford had killed him or not; | think not.

ABOUT THS TIME FORVAL FRINTED NOTICES OF SOME SORT OF
ELECTION WERE POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARD AT MORTON'S FLACE. AT
LEAST THEY WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN POSTED, AND WERE PONTED
OUT TO ALL COMERS THE DAY AFTER ELECTION. PERHAPS THEY WERE
THERE ALL THE TIVE, AS CLAIVED, BUT NOBODY PAID MUCH ATTENTION
TO THEM. AT ANY RATE, WE ONE DAY AWOKE TO THE FACT THAT WE WERE
A FUL-AEDGED COMMUNTY, WTH REGUARY CONSTITUTED COURT
OFFICERS, DULY QUALIFIED OFFICALS, AND A SHERFF. THE SHERFF WAS
MORTON, AND THE MOST WORTHY JUDGES WERE OTHER MBVBERS OF HS
gang!

THs MOVE TIOKLED DANNY RANDALL'S SENSE OF HUMOLR
immensely.

“THAT'S GOOD HEAD WORK,” HE SAID APPROVINGLY. “| DDN'T THNK
Morton had itin him.”

“IT'S TIVE SOVETHNG WAS DONE TO RUN THAT GANG OUT OF TOMWN,”
fumed Dr. Rankin.

“NO; IT IS NOT TIVE,” DENED DANNY, “ANY MORE THAN IT WAS TIVE
WHEN YOU AND JOHNNY AND THE REST OF YOU HAD YOUR CELEBRATED
jury trial.”

“I'D LIKE TO KNOW WHAT YOU ARE DRVING AT!” FRETTED THE WORTHY
doctor.



DANNY RANDALL LAUGHED IN HS GENILE LITTLE FASHON. | wiLL
CONFESS THAT JUST AT THAT TIVE | WAS VERY DECDEDLY WONDERNG
WHAT DANNY RANDALL WAS AT. IN FACT, AT MOVENTS | WAS STRONGLY
INCLINED TO DOUBT HS AFFILIATIONS. HE SEBVED TO STAND IN AN
absolutely neutral position, inclining to neither side.

Tom CLEVELAND WAS KILLED IN THE OPEN STREET BY ONE OF THE
EMPRE HANGERS-ON. THE MAN WAS PROVPILY ARRESTED BY MORTON
IN HS CARACITY OF SHERFF, AND CONFINED IN CHAINS. MIORTON, AS
SHERFF, SELECTED THOSE WHO WERE TO SERVE ON THE JURY. | HAD THE
CUROSITY TO ATTEND THE TRAL, EXFECTING TO ASSIST AT AN UPROARIOUS
farce. All the proceedings, on the contrary, were conducted with
THE GREATEST DECORUM, AND WITH MNUTE ATTENTION TO LEGAL
formalities. The assassin, however, was acquitted.

FROM THAT TIVE THE OUTRAGES INCREASED IN NUVBER AND IN
BOLDNESS. NO MAN KNOAWN TO BE POSSESSED OF ANY QUANTITY OF
GOLD WAS SAFE. IT WAS DANGEROUS TO WALK ALONE AFTER DARK, TO
hunt alone in the mountains, to live alone. Every man carried his
TREASURE ABOUT WITH HM EVERYWHERE HE WENT. NO MAN DARED
RAISE HS VOICE IN CRITIGSM OF THE RULING POWERS, FOR IT WAS FRETTY
generally understood that such criticism meant death.

IT WOULD BE SUPPOSED, NATURALLY, BY YOU IN OUR MODERN AND
CVILIZED DAYS, THAT SUCH A CONDITION OF AFFAIRS WWOULD CAST A FEAR
AND GLOOM OVER THE LIFE OF THE COMMINITY. NOT AT ALL. MEN
WORKED AND ALAYED AND GANVBLED AND DRANK AND JOKED AND
CARRED ON THE LIGHT-HEARTED, JOLLY EXISTENCE OF THE CAMPS JUST
ABOUT THE SAME AS BEVER. OUTSIDE A FEWV PRINCIFALS LIKE MORTON
AND HS IMVEDATE SATHLITES, THERE WAS NO ACCURATE
DEMARKATION BETWEEN THE DESPERADOES AND THE MNERS.

INDEED, NO ONE WAS EVER QUTE SURE OF WHERE HS NEXT
NEGHBOLR'S SYMRTHES LAY. WE ALL MNGLED TOGETHER, JOKED,
HAD A GOOD TIVE-AND WERE EXCEEDINGLY CAUTIOUS. IT WAS A
FOLITE COMMUNITY. PERSONAL QUARRELS WERE THE PRODUCT OF THE
MOMENT, AND GENERALLY SETTLED AT THE MOVENT OR SOON AFTER



Enmities were matters for individual adjustment.

RANDALL'S EXPRESS MESSENGERS OONTNUED TO MAKE THER
IRREGULAR TRPS WITH THE GOLD DUST. THEY WERE NEVER ATTACKED,
THOUGH THEY WERE CONVINCED, AND | THNK JUSTLY, THAT ON NUVEROUS
OOCASIONS THEY HAD ONLY JUST ESCAFED ATIACK. CERIANLY THE
SUMS OF MONEY THEY CARRED WERE MORE THAN SUFFICENT
TEVPTATION TO THE BANDITS. THEY KNEW THER COUNTRY, HOWEVER
AND WERE FULL OF INDIAN-LIKE RUSES, TWISTS, DOUBLINGS AND TURNS
WHCH THEY BVRLOYED WITH GREAT GUSTO. HOW LONG THEY \WOULD
HAVE SUCCEEDED IN ELUDING WHAT | CONSIDERED THE INEVITABLE, |
DO NOT KNOW; BUT AT THS TIVE OCCURRED THE EVENTS THAT | SHALL
detail in the next chapter.






CHAPTER XXXVII
THE LAST STRAW

THS IS A CHAPTER | HATE TO WRITE, AND THEREFORE | SHALL GET IT OVER
with as soon as possible.

YANK HAD PROGRESSED FROM HS BUNK TO THE BENCH OUTSIDE,
AND FROM THAT TO A SLOW HOBBLING ABOUT NEAR THE MORERNA CABIN.
TWO OF THE THREE MONTHS DEVANDED BY DR. RANKIN HAD PASSED.
YANK'S LEG HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM THE SFLINT, AND, BY INVOKING THE
aid of stout canes, he succeeded in shifting around. But the trail
TO TOMN WAS AS YET TOO ROUGH FOR HM. THEREFORE A NUVBER OF US
WERE IN THE HABIT OF SPENDING OUR EARLY EVENNGS WITH HM. WE
SAT AROUND THE DOOR, AND SMOKED INNUVERABLE PIFES, AND
TALKED SXTY TO THE MNUTE MOREWA HAD A GUTAR TO THE
ACOOVPANIVENT OF WHCH HE SANG A NUVBER OF PLAINTIVE AND
SWEET-TONED SONGS. THREE OR FOLR OF HS OOUNTRYMEN
OCCASIONALLY CAME UP FROM BELOW. THEN THEY, TOO, SANG MORE
FLAINTIVE SONGS; OR FLAYED A STRANGE GAME WITH ESPECIAL CARDS
WHCH NONE OF US “GRINGOS” COULD EVER FATHOM, OR PERHAPS
stepped a grave, formal sort of dance. Sefiora Morefia, the only
WOMAN, WOULD SOVETIVES JON IN THS. SHE WAS A LARGE WOVAN,
BUT EXTRAORDINARLY LIGHT ON HER FEET. IN FACT, AS SHE SWAYED AND
BALANCED OFFOSITE HER PARTNER SHE REVINDED ME OF NOTHING SO
much as a balloon tugging gently at its string.

“BUT M EBS GOOD, THE DANCE, EH, SHNORES?” SHE ALWAYS
ended, her broad, kind face shining with pleasure.

WE AMERCANS RECFROCATED WITH A HOEDOMN OR SO, TO
JGGING STRAINS BLASPHEVOUSLY EVOKED BY ONE OF OUR NUVBER
FROM THAT GENTLE GUTAR, AND PERHAPS A SONG OR TWO. Oh,



Susannah! was REVIVED, AND OTHER OLD FAVOLRITES; AND WE HAD
ALSO THE INNUVERABLE VERSES OF A BRAND-NEW FAVOURITE, LOCAL TO
THE COUNTRY. [T HAD TO DO WITH THE EXFLOTS AND DEATH OF ONE
Lame Jesse. | can recall only two of the many verses:

“Lame Jesse was a hard old case;
He never would repent.

He ne’er was known to miss a meal—
He never paid a cent!

“Lame Jesse, too, like all the rest,
He did to Death resign;

And in his bloom went up the flume
In the days of Forty-nine.”

WHEN THE EVENING CHLL DESCENDED, WHCH NOW WAS QUITE EARLY,
WE SCATTERED TO OUR VARIOUS OCCURATIONS, LEAVING YANK TO HS
rest.

ONE SUNDAY IN THE MDDLE OF OCTOBER TWO MEN TRUDGED INTO
town leading each a pack-horse.

| WAS AT THE TIVE TALKING TO BARNES AT HS HOTHL, AND SAW THEM
FROM A DISTANCE HTCHNG THER ANIVALS OUTSIDE MORTON'S. THEY
STAYED THERE FOR SOME TIVE, THEN CAME OUT, UNHTCHED THER
HORSES, LED THEM AS FAR AS THE EMPIRE, HESITATED, FINALLY AGAIN
TIED THE BEASTS, AND DISAPPEARED. IN THS MANNER THEY GRADUALLY
WORKED ALONG TO THE BELLA UNON, WHERE AT LAST | RECOGNZED
THM AS MCNALLY AND Buok BARRY, OLR COVRADES OF THE
Porcupine. Of course | at once rushed over to see them.

| FOUND THEM SURROUNDED BY A CROWD TO WHOM THEY WERE
OFFERNG DRNKS FREE-HANDED. BOTH WERE ALREADY FRETTY DRUNK, BUT
THEY KNEW ME AS SOON AS | ENTERED THE DOOR, AND SURGED
toward me hands out.

‘WaL! wael! wel!” crReb MANALLY DELIGHTEDLY. “AND HERE'S
HVSELF AND WHO'D HAVE THOUGHT OF SEEING YOU HERE! | MADE



SURE YOU WERE IN THE VALLEY AND OUT OF THE COUNTRY LONG SINCE.
AND YOURE JUST N TIVE MAKE A NAME FOR M? BETTER CALL IT
WHSKEY STRAIGHT. DRNK TO US, My BOY! COME, JON MY FRENDS!
WERE ALL FRENDS HEREl COME ON, AND HERE'S TO LUCK, THE BEST
LUK BEVER! WE VE GOT TWO HORSE-LOADS OF GOLD OUT THERE-NOTHING
BUT GOLD-AND IT ALL CAME FROM OUR OLD DIGGINGS. YOU OUGHT TO
HAVE STAYED. WE HAD NO TROUWBLE. BAGSBY WAS AN OLD FOOL!” ALL
THE TIVE HE WAS DRAGGING ME ALONG BY THE ARV TOWARD THE
crowd at the bar. Barry maintained an air of owlish gravity.

“WHERE'S MISSOUR JONES?” | INQURED; BUT | MGHT AS WELL
HAVE ASKED THE STONE MOUNTANS. MCNALLY CHATTERED ON,
EXCITED, HS BLUE EYES DANCING, BRAGGING OVER AND OVER ABOUT
his two horse-loads of gold.

THE CROWD TOOK HS WHSKEY, LAUGHED WITH HM, AND TRED
SHREWDLY TO PUVP HM AS TO THE LOCATION OF HS DIGGINGS.
MCNALLY GAVE THEM NO SATISFACTION THERE, BUT EVEN WHEN MOST
hilarious retained enough sense to put them off the track.

AS WLL BE IMVAGNED, | WAS MOST UNEASY ABOUT THE whole
proceeding, and tried quietly to draw the two men off.

“NO, SRI” CRED MCNALLY, “NOT ANY! JES' STRUCK TOWN, AND AM
GON TO HAVE A time!” IN WHCH DETERVINATION HE WAS CHEERED
BY ALL THE BYSTANDERS. | DD NOT KNOW WHERE TO TURN; JOHNNY WAS
AWAY ON ONE OF HS TRPS, AND DANNY RANDALL WAS NOT TO BE
found. Finally inspiration served me.

“COME DOMN FIRST AND SEE YANK,” | URGED. “POOR OLD YANK IS
crippled and can't move.”

THAT MELTED THEM AT ONCE. THEY UNTED THER LONG-SUFFERNG
animals, and we staggered off down the trail.

ON THE WAY DOAN | TRED, BUT IN VAN, TO AROUSE THEM TO A
sense of danger.

“YOU'VE LET EVERYBODY IN TOWN KNOW YOU HAVE A LOT OF DUST,” |
pointed out.



McNally merely laughed recklessly.

“GO0D BOYS!” HE CRED; “WOULDN'T HARM A ALY!” AND | cOULD VERR
HM TO NO OTHER PONT OF VIEW. BARRY AGREED TO EVERYTHNG, VERY
solemn and very owlish.

WE DESCENDED ON YANK LIKE A STORM. | WILL SAY THAT MCNALLY AT
ANY TIVE WAS IRRESISTIBLE AND IRREPRESSIBLE, BUT ESPECIALLY SO IN
HS cuPs. WE LAUGHED OURSHLVES SICK THAT AFTERNOON. THE
MORENAS WERE ENCHANTED. UNDER INSTRUCTIONS, AND ANALY
SUPFLIED WITH DUST, MORERA WENT TO TOAN AND RETURNED WITH
VAROUS BOTTLES. SENORA MORENA COOKED A FINE SUFFER. IN THE
MEANTIVE, |, AS APPARENTLY THE ONLY RESFONSIBLE MEVBER OF THE
PARTY, UNSADDLED THE ANIVALS, AND BROUGHT THER BURDENS INTO
THE CABN. ALTHOUGH MONALLY'S STATEVENT AS TO THE LOADS
CONSISTING EXCLUSVELY OF GOLD WAS SOVMBMHAT OF AN
EXAGGERATION, NEVERTHELESS THE  cantinas WERE VERY HEAVY. NoOT
KNOWING WHAT ELSE TO DO WITH THEM, | THRUST THEM UNDER YANK'S
bunk.

THE EVENNG WAS LIVAEY, | WLL OCONFESS T, AND UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF IT MY CAUTION BECAME HAZY. FINALLY, WHEN | AT LAST
MADE MY WAY BACK TO MY OWN CAMP, | FOUND MYSELF VASTLY
SURPRSED TO DISCOVER YANK HOBBLING ALONG BY MY SIDE. | DONT
KNOW WHY HE CANE WITH NE, AND | DO NOT THNK HE KNEW BTHER
PROBABLY FORCE OF HABIT. AT ANY RATE, WE LEFT THE OTHRR FOLR TO
SLEEP WHERE THEY WOULD. | REVEVBER WE HAD SOME DIFFICULTY IN
finding places to lie.

THE SUN WAS HGH WHEN WE AWOKE. VWWE WERE NOT FEELING VERY
FRESH, TO SAY THE LEAST, AND WE TOOK SOME LITTLE TIME TO GET
straightened around. Then we went down to the Morefia cabin.

| AM NOT GOING TO DWELL ON WHAT WE FOUND THERE. ALL FOUR OF ITS
INVATES HAD BEEN KILED WITH BUCKSHOT, AND THE PLACE
RANSACKED FROM END TO END. AFRARENTLY THE FIRST VOLLEY HAD KILLED
OLR FORVER PARTNERS AND SENORA MORERA AS THEY LAY. MoRERA
had staggered to his feet and halfway across the room.



THE EXCITEVENT CAUSED BY THS FRGHTFUL CRIMVE WAS INTENSE.
EVERY MAN QUT WORK. A GREAT CROWD ASSEVBLED. MORTON AS
SHERFF WAS VERY BUSY, AND LOUD THREATS WERE UTTERED BY HS
SATELLITES AS TO THE AFFREHENSION OF THE MURDERERS. THE TEVFERR
OF THE CROWD, HOWEVER, WAS SULLEN. NO MAN DARED TRUST HS
NEGHBOUR, AND YET EVERY HONEST BREAST SWHELLED WITH IMPOTENT
INDIGNATION AT THS WHOLESALE AND UNFROVOKED MASSACRE. NO
CLUE WAS POSSBLE. EVERYBODY  REVBEVBERED, OF OOURSE, HOW
BROADCAST AND PUBLICLY THE FACT OF THE GOLD HAD BEEN SCATTERED.
Nobody dared utter his suspicions, if he had any.

THE VICTIMS WERE BURED BY A LARGE CONCOURSE, THAT EDDIED
AND HESITATED AND MUTTERED LONG AFTER THE GRAVES HAD BEEN
FLLED IN. VAGUELY IT WAS FELT THAT THE CONDITION OF AFFAIRS WAS
INTOLERABLE, BUT NO ONE KNEW HOW IT WAS TO BE REVEDIED.
NOTHNG DEFINTE COULD BE PROVED AGAINST ANY ONE, AND YET |
BELIEVE THAT EVERY HONEST MAN KNEW TO A MORAL CERTAINTY AT LEAST
THE CAPTANS AND INSTIGATORS OF THE VARIOUS OUTRAGES. A LEADER
OOULD HAVE RAISED AN AVENGING MOB—PROVIDED HE COULD HAVE
survived the necessary ten minutes!

WE SCATTERED AT LAST TO OUR VARIOUS OCOURATIONS. | WAS TOO
MUCH UPSET TO WORK, SO | RETURNED TO WHERE YANK WAS SMOKING
OVER THE FRE. HE HAD, AS NEAR AS | CAN REVEVBER, SAID NOT ONE
WORD SINCE THE DISOOVERY OF THE TRAGEDY. ON MY APFROACH HE
took his pipe from his mouth.

“Nothing done?” he inquired.

“Nothing,” I replied. “What is there to be done?”

“DONT KNOW,” SAID HE, REALACNG HS PFE, THEN AROUND THE
stem of it, “l was fond of those people.”

“SOWAS |,” | AGREED SINCERELY. “HAVE YOU THOUGHT WHAT A LUCKY
escape you yourself had?”

YANK NODDED. VWE SAT FOR A LONG TIVE IN SILENCE. MY THOUGHTS
TURNED SLOWLY AND SULLENLY IN A HEAVY, IMPOTENT ANGER A SMALL



BIRD CHRPED FLANTIVELY FROM THE THCKET NEAR AT HAND. EXCEPT FOR

THE TINKLE OF OUR LITTLE STREAM AND THE MUFFLED ROAR OF THE DISTANT
RVER, THS WAS THE ONLY SOUND TO STRKE ACROSS THE DEAD BLACK
SILENCE OF THE AUTUVN NIGHT. SO PERSISTENTLY DID THE BIRD UTTER ITS
single call that at last it aroused even my downcast attention, so
THAT | REVARKED ON IT CARELESSLY TO YANK. HE CAME OUT OF HS
brown study and raised his head.

“IT’'S NO BRD, IT'S A HUVAN,” HE SAID, AFTER LISTENNG A MOVENT.
“That's a signal. Go see what it is. Just wander out carelessly.”

IN THE DEPTHS OF THE THOKET | FOUND A HUMAN FIGURE CROUCHED. [T
GLIDED TO ME, AND | MADE OUT DMLY THE SQUAT FORM OF PETE,
Barnes’s negro slave, from the hotel.

“Lo’dee, MASSA,” WHSPERED HE, “DONE THOUGHT YOU NEVAH
would come.”

“What s it, Pete?” | asked in the same guarded tones.

“| DONE GOT SOVEFN' TO TELL YOU. WHLE | KETCHN A LI’ BT OF
sleep ’longside that white trash Mo’ton’s place, | done heah dey
ALL FLANNN TO GIT OUT WARRANT FOR TO ARRES' MASSA FARRFAX AND
MaAssA PINE AND MASSA MA’SH FOR A-KILLIN' DEM MEN LAS WEEK;

AND | HEAH DEM SAY DEY GWINE FER TO GIB DEM TRAL, AND IF DEY
fight dey gwine done shoot ’em.”

“That is SEROUS NeAS, PETE” SAD I. “WHO WERE TALKING?” BuT
PETE, WHO WAS ALREADY FRGHTENED HALF TO DEATH, GREW SUDDENLY
cautious.

“| DON' JEST RGHILY KNOW, SAH,” HE SAID SULLENLY. “| COULDN'T TELL.
Jes’ Massa Mo’ton. He say he gwine sw'ar in good big posse.”

“| CAN BELIEVE THAT,” SAD | THOUGHTFULLY. “PETE,” | TURNED ON HM
SUDDENLY, “DON'T YOU KNOW THEY’ D SKIN YOU ALIVE IF THEY FOUND OUT
you'd been here?”

PETE WAS SHAKING VIOLENTLY, AND AT MY WORDS A STRONG
SHUDDER WENT THROUGH HS FRAME, AND HS TEETH STRUCK FAINTLY
together.



“Why did you do it?”

“MASSA FARRFAX IS QUALITY, SAH,” HE REFLED WITH A CERTAN
DIGNITY. “| JEST A PORE NIGGER, BUT | KNOWS QUALITY WHEN | SEES T,
AND | DON'T AIM TO HAVE NO PORE WHITE TRUCK KILL NONE OF MY FOLKS
if Ican help it.”

“PETE” SAD |, FULLY SATISFIED, “YOU ARE A GOOD FELLOW. NOW GET
along back.”

HE DSAPFEARED BEFORE THE WORDS WERE FARLY OUT OF MY
mouth.

“YANK,” | ANNOUNCED, RETURNING TO THE FIRE, “I'VE GOT TO GO
UPTOWN. THAT WAS PETE, BARNES'S NGGER, TO SAY THAT THEY'VE GOT
OUT A LEGAL WARRANT FOR THE EXPRESS MESSENGERS' ARREST FOR THAT
killing last week. Neat little scheme.”

| FOUND DANNY RANDALL IN HS ACCUSTOMED RLACE. AT A HNT HE
SENT FOR DR RANKIN. TO THE TWO | UNFOLDED THE ALOT. BOTH LISTENED
IN SILENCE UNTLL | HAD QUITE FINSHED. THEN DANNY LEAPED TO HS
feet and hit the table with his closed fist.

“THE FOOLS!” HE ORED. “| GAVE THBV CREDIT FOR MORE SENSE. HIT
AT DANNY RANDALL'S VEN, WILL THEY? WELL, THEY'LL FIND THAT DANNY
RANDALL CAN PROTECT HS OWNI FORGOTTEN THAT LITTLE FONT, HAVE
they?”

THE COOL, IMPASSVE, MLD LITTLE MAN HAD CHANGED UTTERLY. HiS
TEETH BARED, THE MUSCLES OF HS CHEEKS TIGHTENED, TWO DEEP
FURROWS AFFEARED BETWEEN HS EYES, WHCH SPARKLED AND
DANCED. FROM THE MOST INOFFENSIVE LOOKING CREATURE POSSIBLE TO
imagine he had become suddenly menacing and dangerous.

“WHAT DO YOU INTEND, RANDALL?” ASKED DR RANKN. HE wAS
LEANING SLIGHTLY FORWARD, AND HE SPOKE IN A GENTLE VOICE, BUT HS
hand was clenched on the table, and his figure was rigid.

“D0?” REFEATED RANDALL FIERCELY; “WHY, RUN THAT GANG OUT OF
town, of course!”

“I thought you said the time was not ripe?”



“We'llripen it!” said Danny Randall.






CHAPTER XXXVIII
THE VIGILANTES

DANNY RANDALL ISSUED HS ORDERS AS A GENERAL WOULD. FIRST HE
SENT WARNNG WORD TO CAL MARSH, STILL NURSNG HS SHOULDER
THROUGH ONE OF HS BARKEEFERS HE CAUSED TO BE CALLED TO HS
PRESENCE FOUR MEN. THREE OF THEM WERE MNERS, THE FOURTH A
LOOKOUT AT THE EMPRE. HE MET THEM IN HS LITTLE ROOM, QUITE
OPENLY, WHCH, AS | HAVE EXPLAINED, WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH HS
usual custom. He detailed the exact situation in a few words.

“Now,” he ended, “we get busy. Are you in?”

Each assented, with apparent deep satisfaction.

“Now,” said he briskly, “Munroe, you go to the lower trail, near
THE BIG OAK AT THE SECOND CROSSNG. WAIT THERE. IF THE EXPRESS
VESSENGERS HAVE NOT PASSED BY TO-MORROW MORNNG AT TEN
o’clock, return here. If they do come by, stop them, and tell them
TO PROCEED BY THE CUT-OFF TO THE PLACE THEY KNOW OF, AND TO WAIT
there for me. Understand?”

TO EACH OF THE OTHER FOUR MEN HE ASSIGNED A DIFFERENT
watching on other trails, giving them the same instructions.

“Now git!” he finished.

AFTER INFORMNG YANK OF MY PROJECTED ABSENCE, | WAITED AT THE
AFPONTED FLACE UNTIL THE AFPONTED TIVE, THEN RETURNED TO THE
Bella Union.

“THAT'S ALL RGHT,” DANNY GREETED My REFORT, “THEY CAME
ACROSS THE HOG'S BACK, AND ARE NOW SAFELY IN HDNG. HERE,” HE
GAVE ME A SLIP OF PAFER. “DURING THE DAY OONTRVE TO SEE THESE
MVEN. MAKE IT CASUAL AND EASY, AS THOUGH YOU JUST HAFPENED TO
SEE THEM CHAT A FEW MNUTES AND TELL THEM THS: ‘DANNY



RANDALL CALLS A SECRET MNERS' MEETING AT THE UFFER HORSE FLAT AT
NINE O'CLOCK TO-NIGHT. SLIP UP THERE WITHOUT BENG SEEN.” BE SURE

TO LET THEM UNDERSTAND THAT T IS | WHO AM ISSUNG THE CALL. GET
them to tell you whether they will or will not come.”

| TOOK THE SLIP OF PAPER AND READ OVER THE HALF DOZEN NAVES IT
CONTANED. THEY WERE ALL KNOWN TO ME SO | NODDED MY
comprehension and went out.

ALL THE REST OF THE DAY | LOAFED ABOUT, CHATTING WTH DOZENS OF
PEOPLE, AMONG THE OTHERS WITH MORTON HMVSELF. THAT INDIVIDUAL
PROFESSED GREAT ZEAL FOR LAW AND ORDER, AND TOLD OF THE
WONDERFUL THINGS HE, AS SHERFF, INTENDED TO ACOOMFLISH. AMONG
THE LOT | CONTRIVED TO INCLUDE THE SIX MEN WHOSE NAMES WERE ON
MY FAPER, AND TO DELVER MY MESSAGE. | EXFLANED AS FAR AS |
KNEW, AND GOT FROM EACH A DEFINITE AND BVPHATIC PROMISE TO
be present.

“IT’'S TIVE THS THNG WAS BROUGHT TO A HEAD,” SAID ONE MAN. “IF
Danny Randall is taking hold of it, | enlist.”

| RETURNED TO REFORT THESE FACTS, RECAVED AN INDIFFERENT NOD,
AND, UNDER FURTHER INSTRUCTION, WENT QUETLY TO CAMP TO AWAIT THE
agreed hour.

WE STARTED UP THE TRAIL ABOUT BGHT O'CLOCK. YANK INSISTED THAT
HE WAS GONG, IF HE HAD TO ROLL ALL THE WAY; BUT AFTER A LITTLE WE
SIMULTANEOUSLY REVEMBERED THAT THE MoREWAS HAD OWNED
HORSES. ONE OF THESE | CAUGHT, AND ON IT YANK RODE TO THE FLACE
of rendezvous.

THE NGHT WAS VERY BLACK. AFTER WE HAD ENTERED THE WOODS TS
DARKNESS SERVED AT FIRST TO HANG IN FRONT OF MY EYES LIKE A FILMY
CURTAIN, SO THAT | FARLY GROFED, AS ONE WOULD WHEN BLINDFOLDED.
IN THE OPEN A FAINT STARLIGHT HELPED US, BUT AFTER WE HAD ENTERED
THE PNES WE HAD FARLY TO PROCEED BY INSTINCT. | REVEVBER
FEELING A SHOCK OF SURFRISE ONCE, WHEN WE SKIRTED THE RVER, AT
SEENG PLAINLY THE WHTENESS OF THE RAPDS, AS THOUGH THE WATER
WERE GVING OFF A LIGHT OF IS OM. STRAIGHT OVERHEAD WERE



SCATTERED PATCHES OF STARS WITH MSTY ABYSSES OF BLACKNESS
BETWEEN THEM. ONLY AFTER AN INTERVAL DD | APFRECIATE THAT THESE
apparent abysses were in reality the tops of trees!

WE FELT OLR WAY SLOMY, THE SOFT MIZZLE OF THE HORSE AT MY
SHOULDER. GRADUALLY OUR PUPLS EXPANDED TO THE UTMOST, SO THAT
WE CAUGHT GHOSTLY INTIVATIONS OF GRAY ROCKS, OF DUST PATOHES, OR
SEZED THE LOOM OF A TREE OR THE OFENNG OF A FOREST AISLE
Luckily the trail was well marked. We had only to stick to it.

AT THE FLAT ROK WE WERE HALTED BY A LOW-VOICED COMVAND. |
GAVE THE PASSWORD, AS INSTRUCTED BY DANNY RANDALL. THS
EXPERENCE WAS ONCE REFEATED, A LITTLE FARTHER ON. THEN, AS WE
NEARED THE UPFER HORSE FLAT, WE WERE STOPFED BY A MAN WHO
FLASHED A DARK LANTERN IN OUR FACES, SCRUTINZED US FOR A MOVENT,
shut off his light, and told us to go forward.

WE FOUND A SMALL FRE BEHND A SCREEN OF FIRS, AND AROUND OR
NEAR IT THE FIGURES OF A DOZEN MEN. THEY STOOD SILENT AND
SCATTERED A LITTLE ARART FROM THE FRELIGHT. WE COULD  NOT MAKE OUT
THER FEATURES. FROM TIVE TO TIVE OTHER MEN CAME IN, SINGLY OR IN
OOUPLES, UNTIL FROBABLY TWENTY-FIVE WERE GATHERED. THEN ENSUED
A FEW MOVENTS OF WAING. A SUDDEN STR FROCLAIVED FRESH
ARRVALS, AND FOLR NBAVCOMVERS STRODE BRISKLY TO THE FIRE. AS THE
LIGHT FELL ON THEM | RECOGNZED RANDALL AND THE THREE EXPRESS
riders.

Danny kicked together the fire until it flared.

“SOVEBODY PUT SOME MORE WOOD ON THS,” HE SAD IN HS
natural voice. “We’ve got to see each other.”

IN A MOVENT THE FLAMVES WERE LEAPING. | LOOKED ABOUT NE WITH
OONSIDERABLE INTEREST TO SEE WHO OF THE CAMP HAD BEEN
SUMVONED. | MUST CONFESS TO A FBWV SURFRISES, SUCH AS THE
GAMBLER FROM THE EMPRE, BUT IN GENERAL THE GATHERNG
QONSISTED OF THOSE WHOM | SHOULD HAVE CHARACTERIZED AS SOLID
QTZENS—BARNES, THE HOTEL-KEEFER, HIMVELWRGHT, AND MEN OF
HS STRPE. THEY WERE ALL ARVED, AND ALL VERY GRAVE AND SOBER.



Danny ran his eye over us one by one.

“MEETING COVE TO ORDER,” HE COMVANDED BRISKLY. “THS IS A
VIGLANTE MEETING. | HOPE YOU ALL REALIZE WHAT THAT MEANS. THERE
ARE JUST THRTY OF US HERE, AND MORTON'S GANG IS FROBABLY A
HUNDRED STRONG WHEN [T IS ALL TOGETHER. WE CANNOT FIGHT THEM, BUT
WE CAN GIVE THE HONEST, DECENT MEN OF THS CAMP A CHANCE TO
FIGHT THEM. | MYSELF BELIEVE THE HONEST MEN WILL BACK US, AND AM
WILLING TO RSK IT. IF ANY OF YOU WHO ARE HERE NOW THINK DIFFERENTLY,
say so.”

He paused, but no one spoke up.

“IF ANYBODY DOESN'T WANT TO GO INTO THS, NOW IS THE TIME TO
back out. Just keep your mouths shut, that is all.”

He paused again, but again no one moved.

“That's all right,” observed Danny with satisfaction. He lifted a
PR, “LISTEN TO THS: ‘WE THE UNDERSIGNED AGREE, AS WE ARE
DECENT MEN, TO STAND BY EACH OTHER TO THE LAST, TO AVENGE THE
DEATH OF ANY ONE OF US, AND TO OBEY THE ORDERS OF OUR LEADERS.
AND F WE FAL IN THS MAY GOD DENY US MERCY. Bovs,” saD
DANNY RANDALL EARNESTLY, “THS IS SEROUS. IF WE START THS NOW,
WE VE GOT TO SEE IT THROUGH. WE ARE NOT MUCH ON BIBLE OATHS,
ANY ONE OF US, BUT WE MUST PROMSE. FRANK MUNROE, STEP
forward!”

| OBEYED. THE LITTLE MAN STARED P INTO MY EYES, AND | WILL
FREELY CONFESS THAT NEVER HAVE | EXFERENCED QUITE THE QUEER
SENSATION IT GAVE ME. DANNY RANDALL HAD BECOVE NOT ONLY
FORMDABLE, BUT GREAT. HE SERVED TO SEE THROUGH INTO THE BACK
OF MY MND. | BRACED MYSELF AS THOUGH TO RESIST SOMVE STRONG
physical force.

“DO You, FRaNK MUNROE, SUBSCRBE TO THS DOCUVENT AS A
man of honour, so help you God?” he demanded.

“I DO,” | ANSWERED SOLEMNLY, AND AFFIXED MY SIGNATURE BELOW
THAT OF DANNY RANDALL. AND QUEERLY ENOUGH, AS | STEFPED ASIDE,



| felt somehow that | had assisted at something sacred.

ONE BY ONE DANNWY RANDALL CALLED US FORWARD AND
ADMNSTERED HS SIMPLE OATH. THE FIRE LEAPED, AND WITH IT THE
MGHTY SHADOWS. OUTSIDE THE GRCLE OF LIGHT THE TALL PNES AND FR-
TREES WATCHED US LIKE A MULTITUDE STANDING WITNESS. THE MEN'S
FACES WERE GRAVE. THERE WAS ABOUT THE ROUGHEST OF THEM
something noble, reflected from the earnest spirit of justice.

Randall had the plans all made, and he detailed them rapidly.
WE WERE TO ARREST FOUR MEN ONLY, AND HE NAVED them—Morton,
SCAR-FACE CHARLEY, WHO HAD RECOVERED, A GAMBLER NAMED
Catlin, and Jules, the proprietor of the Empire.

“Crawford is back in town,” said some one.

“Make it five then,” said Danny instantly.

WE HAD A LONG DISCUSSION OVER ALL THS. MANY OTHER NAVES
WERE SUGGESTED. DANNY AGREED THAT THEY WERE THOSE OF MEN
GULTY OF THE WORST CRIVES, BUT MAINTAINED THAT THE FIRST THNG TO
DO WAS TO GET HOLD OF THE REAL LEADERS, THE BRAINS AND MOTIVE
POMR OF THE GANG. THE FIVE FRST DESIGNATED FILLED THAT
description.

“CAN WE REALLY PROVE ANYTHNG AGANST THEM?” ASKED
someone.

“NO,” SAD DANNY INSTANTLY, “WE CANNOT. DOES ANY ONE HERE
THNK ANY OF THEM GULTLESS? CONSULT YOUR OONSCIENCES,
GENTLEVEN. | AGREE WITH YOU THAT T IS A FEARFUL THNG TO TAKE A
man'’s life. Vote carefully. Consult your consciences.”

WE BALLOTED AT LAST ON EACH NANE SERARATELY, AND THE FIVE
leaders were condemned to death.

NEXT CAME UP THE VITAL QUESTIONS OF WAYS AND MEANS. MANY
WERE IN FAVOUR OF A NGHT SURFRISE, AND AN IMVEDIATE HANGING
BEFORE THE DESPERADOES OOULD BE ORGANZED FOR DEFENCE
DANNY HAD A HARD TIVE SHOWING THEM GOOD REASONS AGAINST
this course, but at last he succeeded.



“THS MUST BE DONE DELIBERATELY AND PUBLICLY,” HE MAINTAINED.
“OTHERWISE IT FALLS OF TS BFFECT. WE VE GOT TO SHOW THE GANG THAT
THE CAVP IS AGAINST THEM, AND THAT WON'T BE DONE BY HANGING
some of them secretly.”

“Suppose the camp doesn’t back us up?” queried a miner.

“RBVEVBER YOUR OATH, GENTLEVEN,” WAS DANNY’S ONLY REFLY TO
this.

IT WAS DECDED AT LAST THAT AVE COMMTTEES SHOUD BE
AFFONTED TO ARREST EACH OF THE FIVE MEN, THAT THE PRSONERS
SHOULD BE CONFINED IN A CERTAIN ISOLATED LOG CABIN, AND THAT THE
EXECUTION SHOULD TAKE FLACE IN BROAD DAYLIGHT. THERE REMAINED
ONLY TO ARFORTION THE COMMITTEES. THS WAS DONE, AND AT ABOUT
TWO OR THREE O'CLOCK WE QUETLY DISPERSED. | WAS INSTRUCTED TO
cooperate with three of the miners in the arrest of Catlin.

WIH THE MBVBERS OF MY COVMITTEE | RETURNED TO OUR OMN
CAMP, THERE TO AWAIT THE AFFONTED HOUR OF SEVEN. THS HAD
BEEN SHLECTED FOR SEVERAL REASONS: IT WAS DAYLIGHT, THE ROUGHS
WOULD BE AT HOME, AND THE COMMUNITY, ALTHOUGH AFOCT, WOULD
NOT YET HAVE GONE TO WORK. VWHLE WAITING WE COOKED OURSELVES
SOME HOT COFFEE AND MADE SOVE FLARIACKS. THE CHLL, GRAY TIVE
OF DAY HAD COME, THE PEROD OF LOW VITALITY, AND WE SHVERED
WITH THE COLD AND WITH EXCITEVENT. NOBODY HAD MUCH TO SAY.
We waited grimly for the time to pass.

ABOUT SIX OCLOOK YANK AROSE, SHZED HS LONG RFLE AND
DEFARTED FOR THE LOG CABIN THAT HAD BEEN DESIGNATED AS THE JALL.

His LAVENESS HAD PREVENTED HM FROM BEING APFOINTED ON ONE
OF THE ARRESTING COMMITTEES, BUT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF BENG
left out. A half hour later we followed him into town.

IT WAS A HEAVENLY FALL MORNING OF THE SORT THAT ONLY MOUNTAIN
CALIFORNIA CAN PRODUCE. THE CAMP WAS BEGINNING TO AWAKEN TO
ITS NORVAL ACTVITY. | REVEMBER WONDERNG VAGUELY HOW T COULD
BE SO CALM AND UNCONCERNED. MY HEART WAS BEATING VIOLENTLY,
AND | HAD TO CLENCH MY TEETH TIGHT TO KEEP THEM FROM CHATTERING.



THS WAS NOT FEAR, BUT A HGH TENSION OF EXCITBVENT. AS WE
STROLLED PAST THE BELA UNON WITH WHAT AFPEARANCE OF
NONCHALANCE WE OOULD MUSTER, DANNY RANDALL NODDED AT US
FROM THE DOORWAY. BY THS WE KNEW THAT CATLIN WAS TO BE FOUND
at his own place.



“WE MARCHED OUR PRISONER IN DOUBLE-QUICK TIME
AGREED RENDEZVOUS”







CHAPTER XXXIX
THE VIGILANTES (continued)

CATLN DWVELT IN A DETACHED ROOM BACK OF THE EMPRE, TOGETHR
WITH ONE OF THE OTHER PROFESSIONAL GAMBLERS. WE LOUNGED
AROUND THE CORNER OF THE EIMPIRE BULDING. THE DOOR OF THE CABN
WAS SHUT. OUTSDE WE HUNG BACK, HESITATNG AND A LITTLE
UNCERTAN. NONE OF US WAS BY NATURE OR TRANNG A MAN OF
VIOLENCE, AND WE EXPERENCED THE RELUCTANCE OF MEN ABOUT TO
FLUNGE INTO COLD WATER. NOBODY WAS MORE THAN PARDONABLY
AFRAID, AND OF COURSE WE HAD EVERY INTENTION OF SEEING THE AFFAR
THROUGH. THEN SUDDENLY IN THE ACTUAL FACE OF THE THING ITSELF MY
EXCITEVENT DRAINED FROM ME LIKE A TIDE RECEDNG. MY NERVES
STEADED, My TREMBLING STILLED. NEVER HAD | FELT MORE OOOL IN MY
LIFE. DRAWNG MY REVOLVER, | PUSHED OPEN THE DOOR AND ENTERED
the building.

CATLIN WAS IN THE ACT OF WASHNG HS FACE, AND HM | INSTANTLY
COVERED WITH MY WEAFON. HIS COVPANION WAS STILL ABED. ON MY
ENTRANCE THE LATTER HAD INSTINCTIVELY RAISED ON HS ELBOW, BUT
IMVEDATELY DROFFED BACK AS HE SAW THE FGURES OF MY
companions darkening the door.

“Well, gentlemen?” demanded Catlin.

“You must come with us,” I replied.

HE SHOWED NO CONCERN, BUT WIFED CAREFULLY HS FACE AND
hands.

“l WLL BE READY IN A MNUTE,” SAD HE, THROMNG ASDE THE
towel, and rolling down his shirt sleeves. He advanced toward a
BENCH ON WHCH HS OOAT HAD BEEN FLUNG. “I'LL BE WITH YOU AS
soon as | can put on my coat.”



| GLANCED TOWARD THAT GARVENT AND SAW THE MUZZLE OF A
revolver peeping out from beneath it.

“I'LL HAND YOUR COAT TO YOU,” SAID | QUOKLY. CATLIN TURNED DEADLY
pale, but spoke with his usual composure.

“What am | wanted for?” he inquired.

“FOR BENG A ROAD AGENT, A THEF, AND AN ACCESSORY TO
robberies and murders,” I replied.

“lam innocent of all-as innocent as you are.”

“There is no possibility of a mistake.”

“What will you do with me?”

“Your sentence is death,” | told him.

For a single instant his dark face lit up.

“You think so?” he flashed.

“Hurry!” urged one of my companions.

WITH ONE MAN ON HTHER SIDE AND ANOTHER BEHND, REVOLVERS
DRAVWN, WE MARCHED OUR PRISONER IN DOUBLE-QUICK TIVE FAST THE
REAR OF THE STORES AND SALOONS TO THE AGREED RENDEZVOUS. THERE
WE FOUND DANNY RANDALL AND HS COMMITTEE WITH MORTON. WITHN
THE NEXT FEW MOMENTS, IN RAPD SUCCESSION, AFFEARED THE
others with Scar-face Charley, Crawford, and Jules.

THE CAMP WAS ALREADY BUZZING WITH EXCITEVENT. MEN FOURED
out from the buildings into the streets like disturbed ants. Danny
THRUST HS PRSONERS INTO THE INTERIOR OF THE CABIN, AND DREW US LP
IN TWO LINES OUTSIDE. HE IMPRESSED ON US THAT WE MUST KEEP THE
MLTARY FORVATION, AND THAT WE WERE TO ALLOW NO ONE TO
APPROACH. ACROSS THE ROAD ABOUT TWENTY YARDS AWAY HE HIVSELF
laid a rope.

“THAT'S THE DEAD-LINE” HE ANNOUNCED. “NOw YOU KEEP THE
other side!”

IN'NO TIVE A MOB OF FIVE HUNDRED MEN HAD GATHERED. THEY
SURGED RESTLESSLY TO AND FRO. THE FLASH OF WEAFONS WAS
EVERYWHERE TO BE SEEN. CRES RENT THE AR-DEVANDS, THREATS,



OATHS, AND INSULTS SO NUVEROUS AND SO VIRULENT THAT | MUST
CONFESS MY HEART FAILED ME. AT ANY INSTANT | EXPECTED THE MOB
TO OPEN FIRE, THEY COULD HAVE SWEPT US AWAY WITH A SINGLE VOLLEY.
TO MY EXCITED IMAGINATION EVERY MAN OF THAT MULTITUDE LOOKED A
RUFFIAN. WE SEBVED ALONE AGAINST THE COMMUNITY. | COULD NOT
UNDERSTAND WHY THEY DD NOT RUSH US AND HAVE IT OVER WITH. YET
THEY HESITATED. THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS THAT THE DESPERADOES
HAD NO COHESION, NO LEADERS; AND THEY KNEW WHAT NONE OF US
KNEA—NAMELY, THAT A GOOD MANY OF THAT CROWD MUST BE ON OLR
SIDE. THE ROAR AND TURVOIL AND HEAT OF DISCUSSION, ARGUVENT,
and threat rose and fell. In one of the lulls an Irish voice yelled:

“Hang them!”

THE WORDS WERE GREETED BY A SULLEN ASSENTNG ROAR FIVE
HUNDRED HANDS, EACH ARVED, WERE HELD ALOFT. THS UNANMTY
produced an instant silence.

“HANG WHO?” A TRUCUWLENT VOICE EXPRESSED THE UNVERSAL
uncertainty.

“HANG THE ROAD AGENTS!” YHLED BACK THE LMTLE IRSHVAN
defiantly.

“BULLY FOR YOU, IRSH; THAT TOOK NERVE!” MUTTERED JOHNNY, AT MY
elbow.

FIFTY THREATS WERE HURLED AT THE BOLD SPEAKER, AND THE CLICK OF
GUNLOCKS PRECEDED A SURGE IN HS DRECTION. THEN FROM THE MOB
WENT UP A SULLEN, FORVIDABLE MUTTERNG OF WARNING. NO INDIVIDUAL
VOICE COULD BE DSTINGUSHED, BUT THE TOTAL EFFECT OF DEAD
RESISTANCE AND DETERVINATION COULD NOT BE MSTAKEN. INSTANTLY,

AT THE WORDS SO VALIANTLY UTTERED, THE SPRT OF OOHESION HAD
BEEN BORN. THE DESPERADOES OHECKED IN SURFRSE. WE HAD
FRENDS. HOW MANY OR HOW STRONG NO ONE COULD GUESS; BUT THEY
were there, and in case of a battle they would fight.

ON OUR SIDE THE LINE WAS A DEAD, GRM SILENCE. WE STOOD, OLR
WEAFONS READY, RGDLY AT ATTENTION. OCCASIONALLY ONE OR THE
OTHER OF US MUTTERED A WARNNG AGAINST THOSE WHO SHOWED



symptoms of desiring to interfere.

IN THE MEANTIVE, THREE OF OUR NUVBER HAD BEEN FROCEEDING
METHODICALLY WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF A GALLOWS. THIS WAS MADE
BY THRUSTING FIVE SMALL PINE BUTTS, ABOUT FORTY FEET LONG, OVER A
CROSS BEAM IN THE GABLE OF THE CABIN AND AGAINST THE ROOF
INSIDE. LARGE DRYGOODS BOXES WERE FLACED BENEATH FOR THE
trap.

About this time Danny Randall, who had been superintending
the construction, touched me on the shoulder.

“FALL BAK,” HE SAD QUETLY. “NOW,” HE INSTRUCTED SEVERAL OF
US, AFTER WE HAD OBEYED THS COMMAND, “I WANT YOU TO BRNG OUT
THE PRISONERS AND HOLD THEM IN FLAIN VIEW. IN CASE OF RESCLE OR
attempted escape, shoot them instantly. Don’t hesitate.”

“l SHOUD THNK THEY WOULD BE SAFER INSDE THE CABN,” |
suggested.

“SWRE” AGREED DANNY, “BUT | WANT THEM HERE FOR THE MORAL
effect.”

WE ENTERED THE CABN. THE FIVE PRSONERS WERE STANDNG OR
SITING. SCARFACE CHAREY WAS ALTERNATELY  BLASPHEMING
VIOLENTLY, UPBRAIDING HS COVPANIONS, CURSING HS OWN LUCK, AND
UTTERNG FRGHTFUL THREATS AGAINST EVERYBODY WHO HAD ANYTHNG TO
DO WITH THS. CRAWFORD WAS WATCHNG HM CONTEVPTUOUSLY AND
EVERY ONCE IN A WHLE ADVISNG HM TO “SHUT LPl” JULES WAS
ALTERNATELY CURSING AND CRYING. MORTON SAT AT ONE SIDE QUITE
calm and very alert. Catlin stared at the floor.

THE MOVENT WE ENTERED CATLIN RAN OVER TO US AND BEGAN TO
FLEAD FOR HS LIFE. HE, BETTER THAN THE REST, WITH THE POSSBLE
EXCEPTION OF MORTON, SEBVED TO REALIZE THE SERIOUSNESS OF HS
FLIGHT. FROM PALEADNGS, WHCH WE RECEVED IN SLENCE, HE
changed to arguments concerning his innocence.

“IT IS USELESS,” REFLIED ONE OF OUR MEN. “THAT AFFAR IS SETTLED
AND CANNOT BE CHANGED. YOU ARE TO BE HANGED. YOU CANNOT FERL



worse about it than | do; but | could not help it if | would.”

CATLIN STOOD FOR A MOVENT AS THOUGH OVERWHELMED; THEN HE
fell on his knees before us and began to plead rapidly.

“Nor THAT” HE CRED. “ANYTHNG BUT THAT! DO ANYTHNG ELSE YOU
WANT TO WITH ME CUT OFF MY EARS AND CUT OUT MY TONGUE
DISABLE ME IN ANY WAY! YOU CAN CERTAINLY DESTROY MY POWER FOR
HARM WITHOUT TAKNG My LIFEl GENTLEVEN! | WANT TO LIVE FOR MY
WIFE-MY POOR ABSENT WIFEl | WANT TIVE TO SETTLE MY AFFARS! O
Gobl | AM TOO WICKED TO DE. | CANNOT GO BLOODSTAINED AND
UNFORGIVEN INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE ETERNAL! ONLY LET NE GO, AND
Iwill leave the country forever!”

IN THE MEANTIVE SCARFACE CHAREY AND CRAWFORD WERE
CRSNG AT US WITH AN EARNESTNESS AND STEADNESS THAT
compelled our admiration.

“OH, SHUT WP, CATLINI” CRED CRAWFORD AT LAST. “YOU RE GONG TO
HELL, AND YOU KNOW IT; BUT I'LL BE THERE IN TIVE TO OFEN THE GATE FOR
you.”

“DONT MAKE A FOOL OF YOURSELF,” ADVISED CHARLEY; “THERE'S NO
use being afraid to die.”

Morton looked around at each of us in turn.

“I SUPPOSE YOU KNOW YOU ARE PROCEEDING AGAINST A REGULARLY
CONSTITUTED OFFICER OF THE LAW?” HE REVINDED US. RECEVING NO
REFLY, HE BECKONED ME. “CAN | SPEAK TO YOU ALONE A NOVENT?”
he asked.

“Iwill send for our leader,” | replied.

“No,” said he, “l want no leader. You'll do as well.”

| approached him. In an anxious tone he asked:

“Is there any way of getting out of this scrape? Think well!”

“None,” said I firmly. “You must die.”

WITH REVOLVERS DRAWN WE MARCHED THEM OUTSIDE. A WILD YELL
GREETED THER AFFEARANCE. THE CRES WERE NOW MXED IN
SENTIVENT. A HUNDRED VOICES RAISED IN OFPOSITION WERE CRIED



DOWN BY TWICE AS MANY MORE. “HANG "EM” CRED SOME. “NO, NO,
BANSH THEM” CRED OTHERS. “DONT HANG THEM” AND BLOOD-
CURDLING THREATS. A SINGLE SHOT WOULD HAVE BROUGHT ON A RITCHED
BATTLE. SOVEHOW EVENTUALLY THE TUMULT DIED DOWN. THEN MORTON,
who had been awaiting his chance, spoke up in a strong voice.

“l CALL ON YOU IN THE NAME OF THE LAW TO ARREST AND DISPERSE
these law-breakers.”

“Where is Tom Cleveland?” spoke up a voice.

THE AFFEAL, WHCH MGHT OTHERWISE HAVE HAD ITS EFFECT, WAS
LOST IN THE CRES, ACCUSATIONS, AND COUNTER-ACCUSATIONS THAT
AROSE LIKE A BABEL. MORTON MADE NO FURTHER ATTEMPT. HE BETTER
THAN ANY ONE REALIZED, | THNK, THE NUVERICAL SUPERORITY AGAINST
him.

THE PREFARATIONS WERE AT LENGTH COVALETED. DANNY RANDALL
MOTIONED US TO LEAD FORWARD THE FRSONERS. CATLIN STRUGGLED
DESFERATELY, BUT THE OTHERS WALKED STEADLY ENOUGH TO TAKE THER
places on the drygoods boxes.

“FOR GOD'S SAKE, GENTLEVEN,” APFEALED CRAWFORD IN A LOUD
tone of voice, “give me time to write home!”

“ASK HM HOW MUCH TIVE HE GAVE ToM CLEVELAND!” SHOUTED A
voice.

“IF 'D ONLY HAD A SHOW,” RETORTED CRAWFORD, “IF 'D KNOWN WHAT
you were after, you'd have had a gay time taking me.”

There was some little delay in adjusting the cords.

“IF YOU RE GONG TO HANG ME, GET AT M” SAD JULES WITH AN OATH;
“if not, I want you to tie a bandage on my finger; it's bleeding.’

“GIVE ME YOUR COAT, CATLIN,” SAID CRAWFORD; “YOU NEVER GAVE
me anything yet; now's your chance.”

Danny Randall broke in on this exchange.

“YOU ARE ABOUT TO BE EXECUTED,” SAID HE SOBERLY. “IF YOU HAVE
ANY DYING REQUESTS TO MAKE, THS IS YOUR LAST OFFORTUNITY. THEY
will be carefully heeded.”



Scar-face Charley broke in with a rough laugh.

“How DO | LOOK, BOYS, WITH A HALTER AROUND MY NECK?” HE
cried.

This grim effort was received in silence.

“Your time is very short,” Danny reminded him.

“WEL, THEN,” SAID THE DESPERADO, “| WANT ONE MORE DRNK OF
whiskey before I die.”

A SFECES OF UNEASY OCONSTERNATION RFFLED OVER THE CROWD.
MEN GLANCED MEANNGLY AT EACH OTHER, MIRVLRNG TOGETHER
SOVE OF THE COUNTENANCES EXPRESSED LOATHING, BUT MORE
EXHBITED A SURPRISED CONTEVPT. FOR A CONFUSED MOVENT NO
ONE SERVED TO KNOW QUITE WHAT TO DO OR WHAT ANSWER TO MAKE
TO SO BESTAL A DYING REQUEST. DANNY BROKE THE SLENCE
incisively.

“l PROMSED THEM THER REQUESTS WOULD BE CAREFULLY HEEDED,”
he said. “Give him the liquor.”

SOVEBODY RPASSED WP A ALASK. CHARLEY RAISED IT AS HGH AS
HE OOULD, BUT WAS FREVENTED BY THE ROPE FROM GETTING IT QUITE TO
his lips.

“You—" he yelled at the man who held the rope.

“SLACK OFF THAT ROPE AND LET A MAN TAKE A PARTING DRINK, CAN'T
you?”

AMD A DEAD SILENCE THE ROPE WAS SLACKED AWAY. CHARLEY
TOOK A LONG DRINK, THEN HURLED THE HALF-BVPTIED FLASK FAR OUT INTO
the crowd.

To a question Crawford shook his head.

“| HOPE GOD ALMGHTY WILL STRKE EVERY ONE OF YOU WITH FORKED
LIGHTNING AND THAT | SHALL MEET YOU ALL IN THE LOWEST AT OF HELL!” HE
snarled.

MORTON KEPT A STUBBORN AND RATHER DIGNFIED SILENCE. Catlin
ALTERNATELY FLEADED AND WEPT. JUES ANSWERED DANNY'S
question:



“SURE THNG! PULL OFF MY BOOTS FOR ME | DON'T WANT IT TO GET
back to my old mother that | died with my boots on!”

IN SILENCE AND GRAVELY THS RDICULOUS REQUEST WAS CONVFLIED
WITH. THE CROAD, VERY ATTENTVE, HEAVED AND STRRED. THE
DESFERADOES, SHOULDERNG THER WAY HERE AND THERE, WERE
finding each other out, were gathering in little groups.

“They'll try a rescue!” whispered the man next to me.

“MeN,” DANNY’S VOICE RANG OUT, CLEAR AND MENACING, “DO YOLR
duty!”

AT THE WORDS, ACROSS THE SILENCE THE CLICK OF GUNLOCKS WAS
HEARD AS THE VIGILANTES LEVELLED THER WEAPONS AT THE CROWD.
FROM My POSITION NEAR THE CONDEMNED MEN | OOULD SEE THE
SHFTING COMPONENTS OF THE MOB FREEZE TO IMVIOBILITY BEFORE THE
MVENACE OF THOSE BARRELS. AT THE SAME INSTANT THE MAN WHO HAD
BEEN APPOINTED EXECUTIONER JERKED THE BOX FROM BENEATH
Catlin’s feet.

“There goes one to helll” muttered Charley.

“| HOPE FORKED LIGHTNNG WILL STRKE EVERY STRANGLNG—" YELLED
CRAWFORD. HIS SPEECH WAS ABRUPILY CUT SHORT AS THE BOX SPUN
from under his feet.

“KIoK AWAY, OLD FELLOW” SAD SCAR-FACE CHARLEY. “ME NexT! 'LL
BE IN HELL WITH YOU IN A MNUTE EVERY MAN FOR HS PRINCIPLES!
HURRAH FOR CRMVEl LET HRR RP” AND WITHOUT WAIMNG FOR THE
executioner, he himself kicked the support away.

MORTON DED WITHOUT A SIGN. CATLIN, AT THE LAST, SUDDENLY
calmed, and met his fate bravely.

BEFORE THE LULL RESULTING FROM THE EXECUTION AND THE THREAT OF
the presented weapons could break, Danny Randall spoke up.

“Gentlemen!” he called clearly. “The roster of the Vigilantes is
OFEN. SUCH OF YOU AS FLEASE TO JON THE ASSOCATION FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF DECENCY, LAW, AND ORDER IN THS CANVP CAN NOW
do so.”



THE GUARD LOWERED THER ARVS AND MOVED TO ONE SIDE. THE
CROWD SWEPT FORWARD. IN THE CABIN THE AFFLICANTS WERE ADMTTED
A FEW AT A TIVE. BEFORE NOON WE HAD FOUR HUNDRED MEN ON OLR
ROLLS. SOVE OF THE BOLDER ROUGHS VENTURED A FEW THREATS, BUT
WERE SPEEDLY OVERAWED. THE COMMUNITY HAD FOUND ITSELF, AND
was no longer afraid.



PART IV
THE LAW







CHAPTER XL
THE RAINS

NO SOONER HAD THS RADICAL CLEAN-UP OF THE BODY POLITIC BEEN
CONSUMMATED THAN THE RAINS BEGAN. THAT MEANS LITTLE TO ANY BUT
A CALFORNAN. TO HM IT MEANS EVERYTHNG. WE WERE QUITE NEW
TO THE CLIMATE AND THE CONDITIONS, SO THAT THE WHOLE THNG WAS A
great surprise.

FOR A MONTH PAST IT HAD BEEN THREATENNG. THE QLOUDS
GATHERED AND PLED AND BLACKENED UNTIL THEY SEEVED FAIRLY ON
the point of bursting. One would not have given two cents for his
CHANCES OF A DRY SKIN WERE HE TO START ON A JOURNEY ACROSS THE
STREET. YET SOVEHOW NOTHNG HAPFENED. LATE IN THE AFTERNOON,
PERHAPS, THE THUNDEROUS PORTENTS WOULD THIN. THE DIFFUSED LIGHT
WOULD BECOVE STRONGER. FAR DOMN IN THE WEST BARS OF SUNLIGHT
WOULD STRKE. AND BY EVENNG THE STARS SHONE BRILLIANTLY FROM A
SKY SWEPT CLEAR. AFTER A DOZEN REFETITIONS OF THS PHENOVENON
WE CEASED TO PAY ANY ATTENTION TO IT. SOVEBODY NAMED IT “HGH
FOG,” WHICH DD WELL ENOUGH TO DIFFERENTIATE IT FROM A GENUNE
RAIN-BRNGING CLOUD. EXCEPT FOR THAT PECULIAR GOURD THAT LOOKS
EXACTLY LKE A WATERVELON, THESE “HGH FOGS’ WERE THE BEST
IMTATION OF A REAL THNG | HAVE EVER SEEN. THEY CAME WP LIKE
RAIN CLOUDS, THEY LOOKED FRECISELY LIKE RAIN CLOUDS, THEY WENT
THROUGH ALL THE PERFORVANCES OF RAIN CLOUDS—EXCEPT THAT NEVER,
never did they rain!

BUT THE DAY OF THE VIGLANTE EXECUTION THE SKY LITTLE BY LITTLE
TURNED SHMVERNG GRAY; SO THAT THE SUN SHNING FROM IT LOOKED
LIKE SILVER, AND THE SHADOWS OF OBJECTS WERE DIFFUSED AND FALE.

A TEPD WIND BLEW GENTLY BUT STEADLY FROM THE SOUTHEAST. NO
CLOUDS WERE VISBLE AT FRST, BUT IMPERCEPTBLY, AROUND THE



PEAKS, FILMY VELS FORVED SEEMINGLY OUT OF THE GRAY SUBSTANCE
OF THE VERY SKY ITSELF. HOW THESE THOKENED AND SPREAD | DID NOT
SEE, BUT WHEN | CANVE OUT OF THE BELLA UNON, AFTER A LONG AND
INTERESTING EVENNG OF DISCUSSION, | FOUND NO STARS; AND, AS |
STOOD LOOKING UPWARD, A LARGE WARM DROP SFLASHED AGAINST MY
face.

SOMETIVE DURNG THE NGHT IT BEGAN TO RAN IN EARNEST. WE
WERE AWAKENED BY ITS STEADY DRUMMNG ON THE CANVAS OF OLR
tent.

“My LorDl BUT SHE SLRE IS raining!” SAD JOHNNY ACROSS THE
roar of sound.

“DON'T TECH THE CANVAS!” WARNED OLD. “IF YOU DO, SHELL LEAK
like a spout where you teched her!”

“THANK HEAVEN, THAT HGH FOG SCARED US INTO DITCHNG AROUND
the tent,” said Cal fervently.

BUT OUR SATISFACTION WAS SHORT-LIVED. VWE HAD DITCHED THE TENT,
TO BE SURE, BUT WE HAD BADLY UNDERESTIVATED THE VOLUVE OF A
California downpour.

BEFORE MANY MNUTES HAD PASSED JOHNNY GAVE A DISGUSTED
snort.

“Im lying in a marsh!” he cried.

He struck a light, and we all saw the water trickling in a dozen
little streams beneath the edge of the tent.

“We’re going to be ruined!” cried Johnny comically.

HE AROSE, AND IN DOING SO BRUSHED HS HEAD VIOLENTLY AGAINST
the slanting canvas roof. Almost immediately thereafter the rays
OF THE LANTERN WERE REFLECTED FROM TINY BEADS OF WATER, LKE A
SWEAT, AFFEARNG AS THOUGH BY MAGIC AT THAT SPOT. THEY
SWELLED, GATHERED, HESITATED, THEN BEGAN TO FEEL THER WAY
SLOWLY DOWN THE DRY CANVAS. THE TRCKLE BECAME A STREAM. A
large drop fell straight down. Another followed.

“Anybody need a drink?” inquired Cal.



“I'm sorry!” said Johnny contritely.

“YOU NEEDN'T BE,” | CONSOLED HM. “THE WHOLE THNG IS GOING TO
leak, if this keeps up.”

“WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH GONG OVER TO THE MORENA CABIN?”
queried Yank.

WE HESITATED A LITTILE. THE EVENTS OF THE DAY HAD AFFECTED US
ALL MORE DEEFLY THAN WE LIKED TO ACKNOWLEDGE, AND NOBODY BUT
YANK MUCH LIKED THE IDEA OF AGAIN ENTERNG THAT BLOODSTAINED
abode.

“WE D DROWN GETTING THERE,” SADD CAL AT LAST. “| MOVE SOVE OF
YOU FELLOWS WITH TWO GOOD ARMS RUSTLE OUT AND FIX THAT DITCH.” HE
laughed. “Nothing like having a hole in you to get out of work.”

WE TOOK HS ADVICE, AND MANAGED TO TURN THE FLOOD, THOUGH
we got very wet in the process.

THEN WE RETURNED TO THE TENT, CHANGED OUR CLOTHES, CREPT INTO
OLR BLANKETS, AND WRAFFED OURSHLVES CLOSE. THE SPOT BRUSHED
BY JOHNNY'S HEAD DRFPED STEADLY. OTHERMSE OUR ROOF SHED
WHEL. THE RAN ROARED STRAIGHT DOWN WITH STEADY, DEADLY
persistency.

“SHE CANT KEEP THS P LONG, ANYWAY; THATS A OOVFORT,”
muttered Johnny sleepily.

COULDN'T SHE? ALL NEXT MORNING THAT ALOOD CANVE DOWN WITHOUT
THE LET-UP OF EVEN A SINGLE MOVENT. T HAD ALL THE VOLUVE AND
VIOLENCE OF A BLACK THUNDERSTORM AT [TS HEGHT; ONLY THE WORST OF
THE THUNDERSTORM LASTS BUT A FEW MOVENTS, WHLE THS SHOWED
no signs of ever intending to end. Our stout canvas continued to
TURN THE WORST OF T, BUT A FINE SFRAY WAS DRVEN THROUGH, TO OR
GREAT DISCOMFORT. WE DD NOT EVEN ATTEVPT TO BULD A FIRE, BUT
sat around wrapped in our damp blankets.

UNTIL ABOUT TWO OF THE AFTERNOON THE DELUGE CONTNUED. OWR
UNQUE TOPC OF CONVERSATION WAS THE MARVEL OF HOW IT COULD
KEeP IT UP! WE COULD NOT IMAGINE MORE WATER FALLING WERE EVERY



STREAM AND LAKE IN THE MOUNTAINS TO BE LIFTED TO THE HEAVENS
and poured down again.

“WHERE THE DEVIL DOES IT ALL COME FROM?” MARVALLED OLD,
AGAIN AND AGAN. “DON T SEEM LIKE NO RESEVOY, LET ALONE CLOUDS,
could hold so much!”

“And where does it go to?” | supplemented.

“l REKON SOME OF THOSE RLANS PEOFLE COUD TEL YOU,”
surmised Yank shrewdly.

AT TWO O'QLOCK THE DOWNPOUR CEASED AS ABRUPTLY AS THOUGH IT
HAD BEEN TURNED OFF AT A SPGOT. INSIDE OF TWENTY MNUTES THE
CLOUDS HAD BROKEN, TO SHOW BEYOND THEM A DAZZLING BLUE SKY.
INTERMTTENT FLASHES AND BANDS OF SUNLIGHT GLITTERED ON THE WET
TREES AND BUSHES OR THREW INTO RELIEF THE BLACK BANDS OF STORM
clouds near the horizon.

IMVENSELY CHEERED, WE THREW ASIDE OUR SOGGY BLANKETS AND
sallied forth.

“GREAT CHRSTMAS!” CRED JOHNNY, WHO WAS IN THE ADVANCE.
“Talk about your mud!”

WE DD TALK ABOUT M. [T WAS THE DEEFEST, MOST TENACIOUS,
SLIFFEREST, MOST ADHESIVE MUD ANY FIEND EVER IMAGNED. WE
SUD AND FLONDERED AS THOUGH WE HAD ON SKATES;, WE
ACCUMULATED BALLS OF T UNDERFOOT; AND WE SANK DISCONCERTINGLY
HALF-LEG DEEP AT EVERY THRD STEP. OUR FRST INTENTION HAD BEEN TO
GO WP TO TOMN; BUT WE SOON REVISED THAT, AND WENT DOWN TO THE
MORENA CABN INSTEAD, WITH THE IDEA OF LOOKING AFTER THE TWO
HORSES. THE BEASTS, VERY SHAGGY UNDERNEATH AND FLASTERED
ABOVE, STOOD HUMPED UP NOSE TO TAIL. WE LOOKED INTO THE CABIN.
THE ROOF HAD LEAKED LIKE A SIEVE, AND THE INTEROR WAS DRPPING
in a thousand places.

“RECKON EVEN THE TENT WAS BETTER AFTER ALL,” ACKNOWLEDGED
Yank, looking with disfavour on the muddy floor.

WE RETURNED TO THE TENT AND MADE SHFT TO GET A FIRE GONG.



AFTER COOKING SOME HOT FOOD, WE FELT BETTER, AND SET ABOUT
DRYING OUR BLANKETS. IN THE CARON WE COULD HEAR THE RVER ROARNG
away hollowly.

“I'l bet she’s on the rampage!” said Old.

“I'LL BET SHE'S GOT MY CRADLE AND ALL OF My TOOLS!” | ORED, STRUCK
with a sudden thought.

AND THEN, ABOUT AS WE COMMENCED TO FEEL CHEERFUL AND
CONTENTED AGAN, THE SCATTERED BLACK CLOUDS BEGAN TO CLOSE
RANKS. ONE BY ONE THE PATCHES OF BLUE SKY NARROWED AND
disappeared.

“WHY!” CRED CAL IN ASTONSHVENT, “ BELIEVE IT'S GETTING READY
to rain again!”

“Shucks!” replied Old, “It can’t. There ain’t no more rain.”

NEVERTHELESS THERE WAS, AND RLENTY OF IT. WE SPENT THAT
SECOND NIGHT SHFTING AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE SO AS NOT TO TOUCH A
NEW OOLD ALACE IN OUR SODDEN BLANKETS, WHILE THE WATERS ROARED
down in almost a solid sheet.

THS LASTED THE INOREDBLE PEROD OF FOLR DAYS! NOBODY THEN
KNEW ANYTHNG ABOUT MEASURNG RAINFALL; BUT, JUDGING BY LATER
EXPERENCE, | SHOULD SAY WE MUST HAVE HAD CLOSE TO SEVEN
INCHES. THERE WAS NOT MUCH WE COULD DO, EXCEPT TO GET WETTER
AND WETTER, ALTHOUGH WE MADE SHFT TO DOUBLE UP AT NIGHT, AND TO
USE THE EXTRA BLANKETS THUS RELEASED TO MAKE A SORT OF DOUBLE
roof. This helped some.

THE MORNNG OF THE FIFTH DAY BROKE DAZZLINGLY CLEAR. THE SKY
LOOKED BURNISHED AS A BLUE JBAEL, THE SUNLIGHT GLITTERED LKE
SHMVERNG METAL; DISTANT OBJECTS STOOD OUT ALAIN-CUT, WITHOUT
ATMOSPHERE. FOR THE FIRST TIVE WE FELT ENOOURAGED TO DARE THAT
awful mud, and so slopped over to town.

WE FOUND THE ALACE FAIRLY DROWNED OUT. NO ONE, IN HS FIRST
YEAR, THOUGHT OF BULDING FOR THE WEATHER BARNES'S HOTEL, THE
EMPRE AND THE BELLA UNON HAD COVE THROUGH WITHOUT SHFPNG



A DROP, FOR THEY HAD BEEN ERECTED BY MEN WITH EXPERENCE IN
THE CALIFORNA CLIVATE, BUT ALMOST EVERYBODY ELSE HAD BEEN
LEAKED UFON A-PLENTY. AND THE DEEP DUST OF THE TRAVEL-WORN
OVERLAND ROAD HAD TURNED INTO A MORASS BEYOND BELIEF OR
description.

OUR FRST INTIVATION OF A DEFINTE SEASONAL CHANGE CANE FROM
OUR OLD FREND DANNY RANDALL, WHO HAILED US AT ONCE WHEN HE
SAW US PICKING OUR WAY GINGERLY ALONG THE EDGE OF THE STREET. IN
answer to his summons we entered the Bella Union.

“I HOPE YOU BOYS WEREN T QUITE DROWNED OUT,” HE GREETED US.
“You don’t look particularly careworn.”

We exchanged the appropriate comments; then Danny came
at once to business.

“Now I'M GOING TO RAY OFF YOU THREE BOYS,” HE TOLD THE EXPRESS
MESSENGERS, “AND | WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU WANT. | CAN GIVE YOU
THE DUST, OR | CAN GIVE YOU AN ORDER ON A SAN FRANGSCO FIRM,
just as you choose.”

“Express business busted?” asked Johnny.

“I’'s QUT FOR THE SEASON,” DANNY RANDALL TOLD HM, “LKE
EVERYTHNG ELSE. IN TWO WEEKS AT MOST THERE WON T BE A SOCORE OF
MEN LEFT IN ITALIAN BAR” HE OBSERVED OUR ASTONISHED INCREDULITY,
SMLED, AND CONTINUED. “YOU BOYS CAME FROM THE EAST, WHERE IT
RAINS AND GETS OVER IT. BUT OUT HERE IT DOESN'T GET OVER IT. HAVE
'YOU BEEN DOMN TO LOOK AT THE RVER? NO? WELL, YOU D BETTER TAKE
A LOOK. THERELL BE NO MORE BAR MNING DONE THERE FOR A WHLE.
AND WHAT'S A MNING CAMP WITHOUT MNING? GO TALK TO THE MEN
OF ’'48. THEY'LL TELL YOU. THE SEASON IS OVER BOYS, UNTL NEXT
spring; and you may just as well make up your minds to hike out
now as later. What are you laughing at?” he asked Johnny.

“l WAS JUST THNKNG OF OLR BIG VIGLANTE ORGANZATION,” HE
chuckled.

“l SUPPOSE IT'S TRUE THAT MGHTY FEW OF THE SAME LOT WILL EVER



GET BACK TO TALIAN BAR,” AGREED DANNY, “BUT IT'S A GOOD THNG FOR
whatever community they may hit next year.”

JOH\NY AND OLD BLECTED TO TAKE THER WAGES IN DUST, CAL
DECIDED ON THE ORDER AGAINST THE SAN FRANCISCO FIRVL THEN WE
wandered down to where we could overlook the bar itself.

THE ENTIRE BED OF THE RVER WAS FILLED FROM RM TO RM WITH A
ROLLING BROWN FLOOD. THE BARS, SAND-SPITS, GRAVEL-BANKS HAD ALL
DSAPFEARED. WHOLE TREES BOBBED AND SANK AND RAISED
SKELETON ARMS OR TANGLED ROOTS AS THEY WERE SWEPT ALONG BY THE
CURRENT OR CAUGHT BACK BY THE EDDIES; AND UNDERNEATH THE ROAR
OF THE WATERS WE HEARD THE DULL RUMBLING AND CRUNCHNG OF
BOULDERS ROLLED BENEATH THE FLOOD. A CROWD OF MEN WAS
WATCHNG IN IDLE CURIOSITY. WE LEARNED THAT ALL THE CRADLES AND
MOST OF THE TOOLS HAD BEEN LOST; AND HEARD RUMOLRS OF CABINS OR
camps located too low having been swept away.

THAT EVENNG WE HAD A VERY SEROUS DISCUSSION OF OWR
PROSFECTS AND FLANS. YANK ANNOUNCED HMSELF AS FIT TO TRAVEL,
AND READY TO DO SO, PROVIDED HE COUD HAVE A HORSE THE
EXPRESS MESSENGERS WERE OUT OF A JOB; | HAD LOST ALL MY TOOLS,
AND WAS HEARTLY TIRED OF GOLD WASHNG, EVEN HAD CONDITIONS
PERMTTED ME TO CONTINUE. BESIDE WHCH, WE WERE ALL FEELING
QUTE RCH AND PROSPEROUS. WE HAD NOT MADE ENORMOUS
FORTUNES AS WE HAD CONFIDENTLY ANTICIPATED WHEN WE LEFT NEW
YORK, BUT WE WERE ALL POSSESSED OF GOOD SUVS OF MONEY. YANK
HAD THE LEAST, OWING TO THE FACT THAT HE HAD BEEN ROBBED OF HS
POROUPNE RIVER PRODUCT, AND HAD BEEN COVPELLED FOR NEARLY
THREE MONTHS TO LIE IDLE, BUT EVEN HE OOULD OOUNT ON A THOUSAND
dollars or so sent out from Hangman's Gulch. | had the most, for
MY DIGGNG HAD PAD ME BETTER THAN HAD JOH\NY'S express
riding. But much of my share belonged of right to Talbot Ward.

HAVING ONCE MADE UP OUR MINDS TO LEAVE, WE COULD NOT GO
TOO SOON. A REVULSION SEZED US. IN TWO DAYS THE HGH WINDS THAT
IMVEDATELY SPRANG UP FROM THE WEST HAD DRED THE SURFACE



MOISTURE. WE SAID GOOD-BYE TO ALL OUR FRENDS—DANNY RANDALL,

DR RANKN, BARNES, AND THE FENV MNERS WITH WHOM WE HAD

BECOVE INTIVATE. DANNY WAS EVEN THEN HVSELF FREFARNG TO

RETURN TO SONOMA AS SOON AS THE ROAD SHOULD BE OFEN TO

WAGONS. DR RANKIN INTENDED TO ACCOMAANY HM, OSTENSIBLY

BECAUSE HE SAW A FINE FROFESSIONAL OFENNG AT SONOMA, IN

reality because in his shy, hidden fashion he loved Danny.
NOBODY OBJECTING, WE COMVANDEERED THE TWO HORSES THAT

HAD BELONGED TO THE MORERAS. ONE OF THEM WE PACKED WITH OLR

FEW EFFECTS, AND TURNED THE OTHER OVER TO YANK. THUS, TRUDGNG

AFOOT, JOHNNY AND | SAW OUR LAST OF MALIAN BAR. THRTY YEARS LATER |

RODE UP THERE OUT OF SHEER CURIOSITY. MOST OF THE OLD CABINS HAD

FALLEN IN. THE BELLA UNON WAS A DREAR AND DRAUGHTY WRECK. THE

EMPRE WAS USED AS A STABLE. BARNES'S ALACE AND MORTON'S

NEXT DOOR HAD BURNED DOWN. ONLY THREE OF THE MANY HOUSES

WERE INHABITED. IN TWO OF THBV DWELT OLD MEN, TENDNG SMALL

GARDENS AND ORCHARDS. | DO NOT DOUBT THEY TOO WERE FORTY-

niners; but | did not stop. The place was full of too many ghosts.






CHAPTER XLI
WE GO OUT

WE MADE OLR WAY OUT OF THE HLLS WITHOUT ADVENTURE WORTH
NOTING. THE ROAD WAS MUDDY, AND A GOOD DEAL WASHED. IN FACT,

WE HAD OCCASIONALLY TO DO OONSIDERABLE MANCEWVRING TO FIND A
way at all around the landslides from the hills above.

A'S WE DESCENDED WE CAME UPON TRACES OF THE GREAT EXODUS
THAT WAS TAKING FLACE FROM THE HLLS. ALL THE MNERS WERE MOVING
our. WE FOUND DSCARDED ARTICLES OF CAMP EQURVENT, WE
PASSED SOVE PEOPLE WITHOUT ANY EQURVENT AT ALL. SICK MEN
LAY UNDER BUSHES WITHOUT COVERNG, OR STAGGERED FAINFULLY DOWN
the muddy trails. Many were utterly without food. If it rained, as it
DD FROM FREQUENT SHOWERS, THEY TOOK T AS CHEERFULLY AS THEY
could. This army of the unsuccessful was a striking commentary
on the luck of the mines.

ROBBERS MOST SINGULARLY LACKED. | DD NOT HEAR OF A SINGLE
CASE OF VIOLENCE N ALL THE RATHER SLOW JOURNEY OUT. THE
EXPLANATION DD NOT SEEM DFFICULT, HOWEVER THOSE WHO
TRAVELLED ALONE HAD NOTHNG WORTH THE TAKING; WHLE THOSE WHO
POSSESSED GOLD WENT IN NUVBERS TOO STRONG TO BE ATTACKED.

THE ROAD AGENTS HAD GONE STRAIGHT TO THE LARGER OTES. NOR
MUST | CONFESS, DID | SEE MANY EXANMFLES OF COMRASSION TO THE
UNFORTUNATE. IN SPITE OF THE SENTIVENTAL ~ STORES THAT HAVE BEEN
TOLD-WITH REAL ENOUGH BASIS IN ISOLATED FACT, PROBABLY—THE TIVE
WAS SELFASH. [T WAS ALSO, AFTER ELIMNATING THE DESPERADOES AND
BLACKLEGS, ESSENTIALLY HONEST. THUS ONE DAY WE CAME UFON A
WAGON APPARENTLY DESERTED BY THE ROADSIDE. ON IT WAS A RUDELY
scrawled sign:



“Will some kind person stay by my wagon. | am in distress
looking for my oxen. Please do not take anything, for | am
poor, and the property is not mine.”

NOTHNG HAD BEEN TOUCHED, AS NEAR AS | 0OULD MAKE ouT. WE
TRAVELLED BY EASY STAGES, AND BY A ROUNDABOUT ROUTE, BOTH
BECAUSE THE ROAD WAS BAD, AND BECAUSE WE WANTED TO SEE THE
OOUNTRY. ON OUR WAY WE PASSED SEVERAL OTHER SMALL CAMFS. A
GREAT MANY CHNESE HAD COME IN, AND WERE ENGAGED N
SORATCHING OVER THE ABANDONED CLAIVS. IN FACT, ONE MAN TOLD VE
THAT SOMETIVES T WAS WORTH WHLE TO FLE ON SOME OF THE
ABANDONED CLAIMS JUST TO SELL THEM TO THESE PATIENT PEORLE! AS
WE DESCENDED FROM THE MOUNTAINS WE NATURALLY CAME UPON
MORE AND MORE WORKED-OUT CLAIMS. SOVE HAD EVIDENTLY BEEN
ABANDONED IN DSGUST BY MEN WITH LITILE STAMNA; BUT,
SOMETIVES, WITH A CONSIDERABLE HUMOLR AN EFFGY CLAD N
REGULATION GAMBLER'S RIG, INCLUDING THE WHITE SHRT, SWAYED AND
SWUNG SLOWLY ABOVE THE MEREST SURFACE DIGGINGS. ACROSS THE
shirt front these words were written:

“My claim failedl
And then below them:

“Oh, Susannah! dont you cry for me!
I'm a-living dead in Califomi-ee™—

WHCH WAS VERY BAD AS DOGGEREL, BUT FROBABLY VERY ACCURATE AS
to its author’s state of mind.

ONE AFTERNOON WE TURNED OFF ON A TRAIL KNOWN TO OLD, AND RODE
A FEWV MLES TO WHERE THE PINE FAMLY HAD MADE S FARM. WE
FOUND THE OLD MAN AND HS TALL SONS INHABITNG A LARGE TWO-
roomed cabin situated on a flat. They had already surrounded a
FIELD WITH A FENCE MADE OF SFLIT PCKETS AND RALLS, AND WERE
WORKING AWAY WITH THE TIRELESS ENERGY OF THE BORN AXBVEN AT



ENCLOSNG  STILL MORE. THER HORSES HAD BEEN TURNED INTO
FLOUGHNG; AND FROM SOMBAHERE OR OTHER THEY HAD PROCLRED A
OOCK AND A DOZEN HENS. OF THESE THEY WERE INORDINATELY PROUD,
AND THEY TOOK GREAT PAINS TO HERD THEM IN EVERY NIGHT AWAY FROM
WILDCATS AND OTHER BEASTS. WE STAYED WITH THEM FOUR DAYS, AND
WE HAD A FINE TIVE. EVERY MAN OF THEM WAS KEENLY INTERESTED IN
THE DEVELORVENT OF THE VALLEY AND THE DISCOVERY OF ITS
POSSBILTES. WE DISCUSSED AFFLES, BARLEY, PEACHES, AFRIOOTS,
DITCHES, IRRIGATION, BEANS, HOGS, AND A HUNDRED KINDRED TOFICS,

TO JOHNNY'S VAST DISGUST. | HAD BEEN RAISED ON A NEW ENGLAND
FARV, YANK HAD EXPERENCED AGRICULTURAL VICSSITUDES IN THE NBW
OOUNTRY WEST OF THE ALLEGHANES; AND THE PINES HAD SCRATCHED
THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH IN MANY LOCALITIES. BUT THS WAS A NEW
CLIMATE AND A NEW SOL TO ALL OF US; AND WE HAD NOTHING TO GUDE
US. THE SUBJECT WAS FASOINATING. JOHNNY WAS FRANKLY BORED WITH
IT ALL, BUT MANAGED TO HAVE A GOOD TIVE HUNTING FOR THE GANE
with which the country abounded.

FOR A BREF PEROD YANK AND | QUITE B\VIED THE LOT OF THESE
pioneers who had a settled stake in the country.

“Iwish | could go in for this sort of thing,” said Yank.

“WHy DONT YOU?” URGED OLD MAN PINE. “THERES A FLAT JUST
above us.”

“How did you get hold of this land?” linquired curiously.

“Just took it”.

“Doesn't it belong to anybody?”

“IT'S PART OF ONE OF THESE BIG GREASER RANCHOS,” SAID PINE
IVAATIENTLY. “l MADE A GOOD TRY TO GIT TO THE BOTTOM OF IT. ONE
FELLAR SAYS HE OWNS IT, AND WILL SHLL; THEN COMVES ANOTHER THAT
SAYS he OWNS IT AND WON'T SELL. AND SO ON. THEY DON'T NOHOW
USE THS COUNTRY, EXCEPT A FEW CATTLE COVES THROUGH ONCE IN A
WHLE. | GOT TIRED OF MONKEYING WITH THEM AND | CAME OUT HERE
AND SQUATTED. IF | OWVE ANYBODY ANYTHING, THEY GOT TO SHOW ME



WHO IT IS. | DON'T BELIEVE NONE OF THEM KNOWS THEVSELVES WHO IT
really belongs to.”

“I'D HATE TO PUT A LOT OF WORK INTO A ALACE, AND THEN HAVE TO
move out,” said | doubtfully.

“I'D LIKE TO SEE ANYBODY MOVE ME OUT!” OBSERVED OLD MAN
Pine grimly.

FARTHRR WP N THE HLLS THEY WERE PUTTNG TOGETHRR THE
FRAMEWORK OF A SAWMLL, WORKING ON T AT ODD TIVES WHEN THE
RANCH TSELF DD NOT DEMAND ATTENTION. [T WAS BULT OF MASSVE
HBAN TIVBERS, RAISED INTO FLACE WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY. THEY HAD
NO MACHNERY AS YET, BUT WOULD GET THAT LATER OUT OF THER FRST
farming profits.

“THERE AIN'T NO HURRY ABOUT IT ANYWAY,” EXFLAINED PINE, “FOR AS
yet there ain’t no demand for lumber yereabouts.”

“l SHOULD SAY NOT!” EXPLODED JOHNNY WITH A DERSIVE SHREK OF
laughter, “unless you're going to sell it to the elks and coyotes!”

Pine turned toward him seriously.

“This is all good land yere,” said he, “and they’ll want lumber.’

“It looks mighty good to me,” said Yank.

“Well, why don’t you settle?” urged Pine.

“AND ME WITH FIFTEEN HUNDRED GOOD DOLLARS?” REFLIED YANK. “IT
ANT SUCH AN EVERLASTING FORTUNE, BUT ITLL GIT ME A ALACE BACK
HOME, AND I'VE HAD My FUN. THIS COUNTRY IS TOO FAR OFF. 'M GONG
back home.”

TO THS SENTIVENT JOHNNY AND | HEARTILY AGREED. [T IS A CUROUS
FACT THAT NOT ONE MAN IN TEN THOUSAND EVEN CONTEMALATED THE
POSSBILITY OF MAKING CALIFORNIA HS FERVANENT HOME. [T WAS A
place in which to get as rich as he could, and then to leave.

NEVERTHELESS WE LEFT OUR BACKWOODS FRENDS RELUCTANTLY; AND
AT THE TOP OF THE HLL WE STOPFED OUR TWO HORSES TO LOOK BACK ON
THE VALLEY. IT LAY, WITH TS BROWN, FRESHY UPTURNED EARTH, IS
SCATTERED BROAD OAKS, TS LOW WOOD-CROWNED KNOLLS, AS THOUGH



ASLEEP IN THE SHMMERNG WARM FLOODS OF GOLDEN SUNSHINE.
THROUGH THE STILL AR WE HEARD PLAINLY THE BEAT OF AN AXE, AND THE
LOW, DROWSY CLUCKING OF HENS. A PEACEFUL AND GRATEFUL FEELING OF
SETTLED PERVANENCE, TO WHCH THE RESTLESS TEVPORARY LIFE OF
MNNG CAMPS HAD LONG LEFT US STRANGERS, FILLED US WITH THE
vague stirrings of envy.

THE FEELING SOON RSSED. WE MARCHED CHEERFULLY AWAY, OUR
HOFES BUSY WITH WHAT WE WOULD DO WHEN WE REACHED NEW
YORK. JOH\NY AND | HAD ACCUMULATED VERY FAR SUMS OF MONEY, IN
SPATE OF OUR LOSS AT THE HANDS OF THE ROBBERS, WHAT WITH THE
TAKNGS AT HANGMAN'S GULCH,  WHAT WAS LEFT FROM THE ROBBERY,
AND FALIAN BAR THESE SUMS DID NOT CONSTITUTE AN ENORVOUS
FORTUNE, TO BE SURE. THERE WAS NOTHNG SPECTACUAR N OR
WINNINGS; BUT THEY TOTALLED ABOUT FIVE TIVES THE AMOUNT WE COULD
HAVE MADE AT HOME, AND THEY REFRESENTED A VERY FAR LITTLE
stake with which to start life. We were young.

WE FOUND SACRAVENTO UNDER WATER. A SLUGGISH, BROWN FLOOD
FILLED THE TOWN AND SPREAD FAR ABROAD OVER THE FLAT COUNTRYSIDE.
MEN WERE LVING IN THE SECOND STORES OF SUCH BULDINGS AS
POSSESSED SECOND STORES, AND ON THE ROOFS OF OTHERS. THEY
WERE PADDLING ABOUT IN ALL SORTS OF IMPROVISED BOATS AND RAFTS. |
SAW ONE MAN KEEPNG A PRECARIOUS EQULIBRUM IN A BAKER'S
TROUGH; AND ANOTHER SPRAWLED OUT FACE DOWN ON AN INDIA RUBBER
bed paddling overside with his hands.

WE VIEAVED THESE THNGS FROM THE THWARTS OF A BOAT WHCH WE
HRED FOR TEN DOLLARS. OUR HORSES WE HAD LEFT OUTSIDE OF TOWN ON
THE HGHANDS. EVERYWHERE WE RASSED MEN AND SHOUTED TO
THEM A CHERY GREETNG. EVERYBODY SEEMED OPTIMSTIC AND
inclined to believe that the flood would soon go down.

“ANYWAY, SHE'S KILLED THE RATS,” ONE MAN SHOUTED IN ANSWER TO
our call.

WE GRNNED AN AFPRECIATION OF WHAT WE THOUGHT NERELY A
FACETIOUS REFLY. RATS HAD NOT YET PENETRATED TO THE MINES, SO



WE DD NOT KNOW ANYTHNG ABOUT THEM NEXT DAY, IN SAN
Francisco, we began to apprehend the man’s remark.

THUS WE ROWED OHEERFULLY ABOUT, HAVING A GOOD TIVE AT THE
OTHER FELLON'S EXPENSE SUDDENY JOHNNY, WHO WAS steering,
DROPFED HS PADDLE WITH AN EXCLAMATION. YANK AND | TURNED TO
SEE WHAT HAD SO STRUCK HM. BEYOND THE TREES THAT MARKED
WHERE THE BANK OF THE RVER OUGHT TO BE WE SAW TWO TALL
smokestacks belching forth a great volume of black smoke.

“A steamer!” cried Yank.

“Yes, and a good big one!” | added.

WE LAY TO OUR OARS AND SOON DREW ALONGSIDE. SHE PROVED TO
BE A SIDE WHEELER, OF FULLY SEVEN HUNDRED TONS, EXACILY LKE THE
craft we had often seen plying the Hudson.

“Now HOW DO YOU SUPFOSE THEY GOT HRR OUT HERE?” |
marvelled.

SHE WAS ALMOST COMALETELY SURROUNDED BY CRAFT OF ALL
DESCRPTIONS; HER DEOKS WERE CROADED. WE READ THE NANE
McKim on her paddle boxes.

A man with an official cap appeared at the rail.

“Bound for San Francisco?” | called to him.

“Off in two minutes,” he replied.

“What's the fare?”

“Forty dollars.”

“COVE ON, BOYS,” SAD | TO My COMRADES, AT THE SAME TIVE
seizing a dangling rope.

“Hob oN” CRED YANK. “HOW ABOUT OUR TWO HORSES AND OLR
blankets, and this boat?”

| CAST My EYE AROLND, AND DISCOVERED A BOY OF FOURTEEN OR
fifteen in the stern of a neat fisherman'’s dory a few feet away.

“HeREl” | CALLED TO HM. “DO YOU WANT TWO GOOD HORSES AND
some blankets?”

“l ain’t got anvy money.”



“DONT NEBD ANY. THESE ARE FREE. VWERE GOING DOWN ON THS
BOAT. YOU'LL FIND THE OUTFIT UNDER THE BIG WHTE OAK TWO MLES
ABOVE THE FORKS ON THE AMERICAN. THEY'RE YOURS IF YOU'LL GO GET
them.”

“What do you want me to do?” he demanded suspiciously.

“TWO THNGS: RETURN THS BOAT TO TS OWNER—A MAN NAVED LILLY
who lives—’

“I'know the boat,” the boy interrupted.

“THE OTHER IS TO BE SURE TO GO UP TO-DAY AFTER THOSE HORSES.
They're picketed out.”

“ALL RGHT,” AGREED THE BOY, WHOSE ENTHUSIASM KINDLED AS HS
belief in the genuineness of the offer was assured.

| SHZED A ROFE, SWUNG MYSELF P TO THE FLAT FENDER, AND
thence to the deck.

“COMVE ON!” | CALLED TO YANK AND JOHNNY, WHO WERE HESITATING.
“ITLL QOST MORE THAN THOSE HORSES AND BLANKETS ARE WORTH TO
wait.”

THEREUPON THEY FOLLOWED ME. THE BOY MADE FAST OUR BOAT TO
his own. Five minutes later we were dropping down the river.

“THS IS WHAT | CALL REAL LUXURY,” SAID JOHNNY, RETURNING FROM AN
INSFECTION OF OUR CRAFT. “THERES A BARROOM, AND A GANMBLING
LAYOUT, AND VELVET CARFETS AND CHAIRS, MRRORS, A MNSTREL SHOW,
and all the fixings. Now who’d expect to run against a layout like
this on the river?”

“WHAT I'D LIKE TO KNOW IS HOW THEY GOT HER OUT HERE,” SAD |.
“LooK AT HR SHES A RVER BOAT. A SIX-FOOT WAVE OUGHT TO
swamp her!”

We thought of a half dozen solutions, and dismissed them all.
THE DISCUSSION, HOWEVER, SERVED TS PURFOSE IN INFLAMNG OLR
curiosity.

“I'm going to find some one who knows,” | announced at last.

THS WAS NOT SO EASY. THE CAPTAIN WAS OF COURSE REVOTE AND



HAUGHTY AND INACCESSIBLE, AND THE OTHER OFFICERS WERE TOO BUSY
HANDLING THE SHP AND THE SWARVING ROUGH CROWD TO FAY ANY
ATTENTION TO US. THE OREW WERE NBW HANDS. FINALLY, HOWEVER, WE
FOUND IN THE ENGINE ROOM A HARD BITTEN INDIVIDUAL WITH A SHORT
pipe and some leisure. To him we proffered our question.

“Sailed her,” said he.

“Around the Horn?” | cried.

He looked at me a bitter instant.

“THE SAILING WASN T VERY GOOD ACROSS THE FLAINS, at that time,”
said he.

LITTLE BY LITTLE WE GOT HS STORY. | AMNOT A SEAFARNG VAN, BUT IT
SEBVS TO ME ONE OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY FEATS OF WHCH |
HAVE EVER HEARD. THE LOWER DECXS OF THE  McKim HaD BEEN
BOARDED UP WITH HEAVY PLANKS; SOVE OF HER FRAILER GIVORACKS OF
SUPERSTRUCTURE HAD BEEN DISVANTLED, AND THEN SHE HAD BEEN
SENT UNDER HER OWN POWER ON THE LONG JOURNEY AROUND THE HORN.
THNK OF 1M A SMOOTH-WATER RIVER BOAT, LIGHT DRAUGHT, TOP HEAVY,
FRAIL IN CONSTRUCTION, SENT OUT TO BATTLE WITH THE MGHT OF THREE
OCEANS! HOWEVER, SHE MACE IT; AND AFTER HER HER SISTER SHP,

THE Senator, AND THEY MADE MONEY FOR THER OWNERS, AND | AM
glad of it. That certainly was a gallant enterprise!

SHE WAS ON THS TRP JAMMED FUL OF FEORLE, MOSTLY those
RETURNING FROM THEMNES. ATRPONTHE~ McKim IMPLIED A CERTAIN
AMOUNT OF PROSPERITY, SO WE WERE A JOLLY LOT. THE WEATHER WAS
FINE, AND A BRGHT MOON ILLUMINATED THE SWOLLEN RVER. WE HAD
DRINKERS, SONGSTERS, DEBATERS, GAMBLERS, JOKERS, AND A FEW
INCLINED TO BE QUARRELSOVE, ALL OF WHICH ADDED TO THE VARETY OF
THE OCCASION. | WANDERED AROUND FROM ONE GROUP TO ANOTHER,
THOROUGHY ENJOYING MYSELF, BOTH OUT ON DECK AND IN THE CABINS.

It might be added that there were no sleepers!

ALONG TOWARD MDNIGHT, AS | WAS LEANNG ON THE RAIL FORWARD

WATCHNG THE EFFECT OF THE MOON ON THE WATER AND THE SHOWER OF



SPARKS FROM THE TWIN STACKS AGAINST THE SKY, | WAS SUDDENLY
STARILED BY THE CRY OF “MAN OVERBOARD,” AND A RUSH TOWARD THE
STERN. | FOLLOWED AS QUOKLY AS | WAS ABLE. THE PADDLE WHEELS
HAD BEEN INSTANTLY REVERSED, AND A HALF DOZEN SAILORS WERE
BUSLY LOAMERNG A BOAT. A CROAMD OF MEN, ALARVED BY THE
TREVBLING OF THE VESSEL AS HER WAY WAS CHECKED, POURED OUT
FROM THE CABINS. THE FACT THAT | WAS ALREADY ON DECK GAVE NE

an advantageous post; so that | found myself near the stern rail.

“HE WAS LEANNG AGANST THE RAL,” ONE WAS EXPLANNG
excitedly, “and it give way, and in he went. He never came up!”

EVERYBODY WAS WATCHNG EAGERLY THE MOONLIT EXPANSE OF THE
river.

“l GUESS HE'S A GONER,” SAID A MAN AFTER A FEW MOVENTS. “HE
ain’tin sight nowhere.”

“There he is!” cried a half dozen voices all at once.

A HEAD SHOT INTO SIGHT A FEW HUNDRED YARDS ASTERN, BLOWING
THE SILVERED WATER ASIDE. THE SMALL BOAT, WHCH WAS NOW AFLOAT,
IMVEDATELY HEADED IN HS DIRECTION, AND A MOMVENT LATER HE
WAS HAULED ABOARD AMD FRANTIC CHEERS. THE DRIFPING VICTIM OF
the accident clambered to the deck.

It was Johnny!

HE WAS BESIDE HVSELF WITH EXCITEMENT, SPUTTERNG WITH RAGE
AND UTTERNG FRANTIC THREATS AGAINST SOVETHNG OR SOMEBODY.
HIS EYES WERE WILD, AND HE FAIRLY FROTHED AT THE MOUTH. | SEZED
HM BY THE ARM HE STARED AT ME, THEN BECAME COHERENT,
THOUGH HE STILL SPLUTTERED. JOHNNY WAS HABITUALLY SO QUETLY
RESERVED AS FAR AS BVOTIONS GO THAT HS PRESENT EXCITEVENT
was at first utterly incomprehensible.

IT SEBVED THAT HE HAD BEEN LEANING AGAINST THE RAIL, WATCHNG
THE MOONLIGHT, WHEN SUDDENLY T HAD GVEN WAY BENEATH HS
weight and he had fallen into the river.

“THEY HAD NO BUSINESS TO HAVE SO WEAK A RAL!” HE CRED



bitterly.

“WHEL, YOURE HERE, ALL RGHT,” | SAD SOOTHNGLY. “THERES NO
great harm done.”

“Oh, isn't there?” he snarled.

THEN WE LEARNED HOW THE WEGHT OF THE GOLD AROUND HS WAIST
HAD CARRED HM DOWN LIKE A PLUMVET, AND WE SENSED A LITTLE OF
THE DESPERATE HORROR WITH WHCH HE HAD TORN AND STRUGGLED TO
free himself from that dreadful burden.

“I thought I'd burst!” said he.

And then he had torn off the belt, and had shot to the surface.

“I’'S DOWN THERE” HE SADD MORE CALMY, “EVERY CONFOUNDED
yellow grain of it.” He laughed a little. “Broke!” said he. “No New
York in mine!”

The crowd murmured sympathetically.

“GOL DARN T, BOYS, IT'S ROTTEN HARD LUCK!” CRIED A BIG MNER WITH
some heat. “Who’ll chip in?”

AT THE WORDS JOH\NY RECOVERED HMSELF, AND HS CUSTOMARY
ease of manner returned.

“MucH OBLIGED, BOYS,” SAD HE, “BUT I'VE STILL GOT MY HEALTH. |
DON'T NEED CHARTTY. GUESS I'VE BEEN DONG THE BABY ACT; BUT |
WAS DAMN MAD AT THAT ROTTEN OLD RAL. ANYWAY,” HE LAUGHED,
“THERE NEED NOBODY SAY IN THE FUTURE THAT THERE'S NO GOLD IN THE
lower Sacramento. There is; | put it there myself.”

THE TALL MNER SLOWLY STOWED AWAY HS BUOKSKIN SACK, LOOKING
keenly in Johnny’s face.

“Well, you'll have a drink, anyway,” said he.

“Oh, hell, yes!” agreed Johnny, “I'll have a drink!”






CHAPTER XLII
SAN FRANCISCO AGAIN

WE DREW P TO SAN FRANOSOO EARLY IN THE AFTERNOON, AND WE
WERE, TO PUT IT MLDLY, THOROUGHLY ASTONISHED AT THE CHANGE IN THE
RLACE. TO BEGIN WITH, WE NOW LANDED AT A LONG WHARF PROUECTING
FROM THE FOOT OF SACRAMENTO STREET INSTEAD OF BY LIGHTER. THS
WHARF WAS CROWDED BY A MSCHLANEOUS MOB, OOLLECTED
APRARENTLY WITH NO OTHER PURPOSE THAN TO VIEN OLR ARRVAL.
ANONG THEM WE SAW MANY SPECIALIZED TYFES THAT HAD BEEN
LACKNG TO THE OLD COTY OF A FEN MONTHS AGO-SHARP, KEEN,
BUSINESSLIKE CLERKS WHOM ONE OOULD NOT IMAGINE AT THE ROUGH
WORK OF THE MNES; LOAFERS WHOM ONE OOULD NOT IMAGINE AT ANY
WORK AT ALL; DISSOLUTE, HARD-FACED CHARACTERS WITHOUT THE BOLD
FREEDOM OF THE ROAD AGENTS; YOUNG GREEN-LOOKING CHAPS WHO
EVIDENTLY HAD MUCH TO LEARN AND WHO WERE EXCEEDINGLY LIKELY TO
PAY THER LITTLE FORTUNES, IF NOT THER LIVES, IN THE LEARNNG. ON A
hogshead at one side a street preacher was declaiming.

JOHNNY HAD BY NOW QUITE RECOVERED HS SPRTTS. | THNK HE WAS
HELFED GREATLY BY THE DISCOVERY THAT HE STILL POSSESSED HS
celebrated diamond.

“NOT BROKE YET!” SAID HE TRUVPHANTLY. “YOU SEE | WAS A WISE
boy after all! Wish | had two of them!”

WE DISBVBARKED, FOUGHT OUR WAY TO ONE SIDE, AND DISCUSSED
our plans.

“Hook THE DAMOND FIRST,” SAD JOHNNY, WHO RESOLUTELY REFUSED
TO BORROW FROM ME, “THEN HAIR-CUT, SHAVE, BATH, BUY SOVE MORE
CLOTHES, GRUB, DRINK, AND HUNT UP TALBOT AND SEE WHAT HE'S DONE
with the dust we sent down from Hangman'’s.”



THAT PROGRAM SEEVED GOOD. VWE STROLLED TOWARD SHORE, WITH
FULL INTENTION OF PUTTING IT INTO IMVEDIATE EXECUTION. “IMVEDIATE’
proved to be a relative term; there was too much to see.

FIRST WE STOFFED FOR A MOVENT TO HEAR WHAT THE PREACHER
HAD TO SAY. HE WAS A TALL, LANK MAN WITH FINE BUT RATHER FANATICAL
FEATURES, DRESSED IN A LONG BLACK COAT, HS GLOSSY HEAD BARE. IN
SAITE OF THE NUVEROUS OOUNTER-ATTRACTIONS HE HAD A CROWD; AND
he was holding it.

“YOU RE STANDING ON A WHSKEY BARREL!” CALLED SOVE ONE, AND
the crowd yelled with delight.

“TRUE, My FREND,” RETORTED THE PREACHER \WITH UNDAUNTED GOOD
NATURE, “AND ['LL VENTURE TO SAY THS IS THE FIRST TIVE A WHSKEY
BARREL HAS EVER BEEN AFPROPRATED TO SO USEFUL A PURFOSE. THE
CRITTER IN IT WILL DO NO HARM IF IT IS KEPT UNDERFOOT. NEVER LET T GET
above your feet!”

A BOAT RINNER, A SQUAT, HUMOROUS-FACED NEGRO WITH FLASHING
TEETH AND A READY FLOW OF LANGUAGE, EVIDENTLY A KNOWN AND
AFPFRECIATED CHARACTER, MOUNTED THE HEAD OF A PLE AT SOVE
LITTLE DISTANCE AND BEGAN TO HOLD FORTH IN A DEEP VOICE ON THE
ADVANTAGES OF SOME SORT OF AN EXCURSION ON THE BAY. A FORTION
OF THE PREACHER'S CROAD BEGAN TO DRFT IN THE DRECTION OF THE
new attraction.

“Ho! HO! HO!” CRED THE PREACHER SUDDENLY IN TREVENDOUS
VOLUWE “HO! ALL YE WHO WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN,  NOW'S YOLR TIvE!
A splendid line of celestial steamers will run for a few days from
San Francisco to the port of Glory, a country every way superior
TO CALFORNA, HAVING IN IT THE RCHEST GOLD DIGGNGS EVER
DISCOVERED, THE VERY STREETS OF THE OTY BENG PAVED WITH GOLD. IN
THAT COUNTRY ARE OCEANS OF LAGER BEER AND DRINKS OF EVERY KIND,
ALL FREE, PRETTY WOVEN ALSO, AND PLEASURES OF ENDLESS VARETY
EXCEEDING THE DREAMS OF MOHAMVED AS FAR AS THE BRGHTNESS
OF THE MERDIAN SUN EXCEEDS THE DM TWINKLE OF THE GLOWWORM
PROGRAM FOR THE VOYAGE EMBARKATION AMD THE MELODY OF THE



BEST BAND IN THE WORLD; THAT MUSIC THAT SO ATTRACTED YOU THS
MORNNG NOT TO BE MENTIONED IN COMPARSON. APPROPRATE
ENTERTANVENTS FOR EACH WEEK DAY, TO BE ANNOUNCED DALY.

EACH SUNDAY TO BE CHLEBRATED, FIRST, WITH A GRAND FEAST, CLOSING
WITH A RCH PROFUSION OF BEER, CHAMPAGNE, GOOD OLD FORT,
WHSKEY PUNCH, BRANDY SMASHES, TOM AND JERRY, ETC. SECOND,

A GAME OF CARDS. THRD, A GRAND BALL IN UPFER SALOON. FOURTH, A
DOG FIGHT. FIFTH, A THEATRCAL PERFORMANCE IN THE EVENNG. IF |
OOULD TRUTHFULLY PUBLISH SUCH AN AD AS THAT | THNK ABOUT TWO
sermons would convert this city.”

THE CROWD HAD ALL TURNED BACK TO HM, LAUGHNG GOOD-
HUMOUREDLY. THE PREACHER STRETCHED OUT HS LONG BONY ARV, AND
HELD FORTH. HIiS TALK WAS AGAINST GANMBLING, AND IT HAD, | AM
AFRAID, BUT LITTLE REAL EFFECT. NEVERTHELESS HE WAS LISTENED TO; AND
AT THE END OF HS TALK EVERYBODY OONTRBUTED SOVETHNG TO A
collection.

AT THE LAND END OF THE WHARF WE RAN INTO THE MOST
EXTRAORDINARY OOLLECTION OF VEHCLES APPARENTLY IN AN INEXTRICABLE
TANGLE, THAT WAS FURTHER COMPLICATED BY THEFACT ~ THAT MOST OF THE
HORSES WERE ONLY HALF BROKEN. THEY KICKED AND REARED, THER
DRVERS LASHED AND SWORE, THE WAGONS QLASHED TOGETHRR. THERE
SEBVED NO POSSIBLE WAY OUT OF THE MESS; AND YET SOVEHOW
THE WAGONS SERVED TO GET LOADED AND TO DRAW OUT INTO THE
CLEAR. OCCASIONALLY THE DRVERS WERE INCLINED TO ABANDON THER
CRAFT AND DO BATTLE WITH THE LOADED ENDS OF THER WHFS; BUT
ALWAY'S A PEACEMAKER DESCENDED UPON THEM IN THE PERSON OF A
LARGE VOLUBLE INDIVIDUAL IN WHOM | RECOGNIZED My FORVER FREND
AND BVPLOYER, JOHN MOGLYNN. EVIDENTLY JOHN HAD NO LONGER A
MONOFOLY OF THE TEAMNG BUSINESS; BUT, AS EVIDENTLY, WHAT HE
said went with this wild bunch.

MOST OF THE WAGONS WERE LOADING GOODS BROUGHT FROM THE
INTERORS OF STOREHOUSES ALONGSIDE THE APPROACH TO THE WHARF. IN
THESE STOREHOUSES WE RECOGNIZED THE HULLS OF SHIPS, BUT SO



SHORED UP, DISMANTLED, AND CUT INTO BY DOORS AND STORES THAT OF
THER ORGINAL APPEARANCE ONLY THER GENERAL SHAFES REVAINED.
THERE WAS A GREAT NUVBER OF THESE STOREHOUSES ALONG THE
SHORE, SOME OF THEM BENG QUITE BULT ABOUT BY PLES AND
FLATFORMS, WHLE TWO WERE ACTUALLY INLAND SEVERAL HUNDRED FEET. |
READ THENAME ~ Niantic ON THE STERN OF ONE OF THEM, AND FOUND IT
TO HAVE ACQURED IN THE LANDWARD SIDE A SQUARE FALSE FRONT. IT
was at that time used as a hotel.

“LOKs AS F THEY'D TAKEN HOLD OF TALBOT'S IDEA HARD,”
observed Yank.

“SAY!” CRED JOHNNY, “WILL ONE OF YOU DRNKING MEN KINDLY TAKE
a look and inform me if 've gone wrong?”

THS RBVARK WAS CALLED FORTH BY THE DISCOVERY, AS WE NEARED
THE SHORE, OF HORDES OF RATS. THEY WERE LARGE,  FAT, SAUCY RATS;
AND THEY STROLLED ABOUT IN BROAD DAYLIGHT AS IF THEY OWNED THE
ALACE. THEY SAT UPRGHT ON SACKS OF GRAN, THEY SCAMFERED
ACROSS THE SIDEWALKS; THEY SCUTTLED FROM BEHND BOXES; THEY
RUSTLED AND SQUEAKED AND FOUGHT AND ALAYED IN COUNTLESS
DROVES. THE GROUND SEBVED ALVE WITH THEBM. [T WAS A MOST
astonishing sight.

“And will you look at that dog!” cried Yank disgustedly.

ACROSS AN OFEN DOORWAY, BLINKING IN THE SUN, LAY A GOOD-
LOOKING FOX TERRER. HIS NOSE WAS LAD BETWEEN HS FAWS, AND
WITHN TWO YARDS OF THAT NOSE A LARGE BROWN RAT DISFORTED ITSELF
with a crust of bread.

“My LORD!” CRED JOHNNY, HS SPORTING BLOOD ABOL. “HERE, PP,
sic 'eM sSiC 'eM” HE INDCATED THE GAME URGENILY. THE FOX
TERRER ROLLED UP ONE EYE, WAGGED HS STUB TAIL—BUT DID NOT EVEN
raise his nose.

“NO USE,” OBSERVED THE DOG'S OWNER, \WHO HAD AFFEARED IN
the doorway.

“WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH HM?” DEVANDED JOHNNY INDIGNANTLY;



“is he sick?”

“NO, HE AN'T SIOK,” REFLIED THE OWNER SADLY; “BUT HE AN'T GOT
NO USE FOR RATS. | BOUGHT HM FOR DAMN NEAR HS WEGHT IN GOLD
DUST WHEN THE Panama CAME IN LAST MONTH. HE WAS THE BEST
RATTER YOU EVER SEE. | RECKON HE MUST'VE KILLED A MLLION RATS THE
FIRST WEEK. BUT, LORD! HE GOT SICK OF RATS. | REOKON A RAT COULD GO
right up and pull his whiskers now, and he’d never mind.”

We condoled with the blasé dog, and moved on.

“Same old mud,” observed Yank.

THE PLACE WAS FULL OF NBW BULDNGS, SOME OF THEM quite
ELABORATE TWO-STORY STRUCTURES OF BRCK; AND ELEVATED ALANK
SIDEWVALKS HAD TAKEN THE PLACE OF THE OLD MAKESHIFTS. ALTHOUGH
THE PLAZA WAS STILL THE CENTRE OF TOMN, THE STREETS IMVEDATELY
OFF IT HAD GAINED CONSIDERABLE DIGNTY AND IVPFORTANCE. THERE
WERE MANY CLOTHNG STORES, NEARLY ALL KEPT BY JEWS, AND A
NUVBER OF NEW SALOONS AND GANBLING HOUSES. AS WE WERE
PICKING OUR WAY ALONG WE RAN INTO AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE IN THE
PERSON OF THE CAPTAN OF THE Panama. HE RECOGNZED US AT
ONCE, AND WE DREW UP FOR A CHAT. AFTER WE HAD EXCHANGED FRST
NEWS JOHNNY ASKED HM IF HE KNEW OF A FLACE WHERE A FAIR FRICE
could be raised on the diamond.

“WHy, THE JBAVELLERY STORE IS YOUR TICKET, OF COURSE,” REFLIED THE
captain.

“So there’s a jewellery store, too!” cried Johnny.

“AND A GOOD ONE,” SUFFLEVENTED THE CAPTAIN. “COME ALONG;

I'll take you to it.”

It nas A GOOD ONE, AND CARRIED A LARGE STOCK OF RNGS, CHAINS,
PINS, CLOCKS, WATCHES, AND SPEAKING TRUVFETS. THE LATTER TWO
TEMS WERE THE MOST FROMINENT, FOR THERE WERE HUNDREDS OF
WATCHES, AND APPARENTLY THOUSANDS OF SFEAKING TRUVFETS. THEY
STOOD IN ROWS ON THE SHELVES, AND DEFENDED IN RANKS FROM
HOOKS AND NAILS. MOST OF THEM WERE OF SILVER OR OF SILVER GLLT, AND



THEY WERE ALAIN, CHASED, ENGRAVED, HAMVERED, OR REFOUSSED,
WITH ALWAYS AN AMPLE SPACE FOR INSCRPTION. AFTER JOHNNY HAD
OONCLUDED A SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENT FOR HS DAMOND, |
REMARKED ON THE PREFONDERANCE OF SPEAKING TRUVFETS. THE
man grinned rather maliciously at our captain.

“THEY ARE A VERY FAVOURITE ARTICLE FOR PRESENTATION ~ BY GRATEFUL
passengers after a successful sea trip,” he said smoothly.

At this our captain exploded.

“ARE THEY?” HE BOOMED. “l SHOULD THNK THEY WERE! T'VE GOT A
DOZEN OF THE CONFOUNDED THINGS; AND AS I'VE JUST GOT IN FROM A
TRP, I'M EXPECTING ANOTHER ANY MNUTE. GOOD LORD!” HE ORIED AS
A GROUP OF MEN TURNED IN AT THE DOOR. “HERE COME SOME OF MY
passengers now. Come along, let's get out of this!”

HE DRAGGED US OUT A BACK DOOR INTO A VERY MUDDY BACK ALLEY,
whence we floundered to dry land with some difficulty.

“THAT WAS A NARROW ESCAFE!” HE CRED, WIPNG HS BROW.
“Let's go get a drink. I know the best place.”

HE LED US TO A VERY ORNATE SALOON WHOSE CHEF ATTRACTION WAS
THE FACT THAT ITS CHLING WAS SUPFORTED ON GLASS PLLARS! WE DLLY
ADMIRED THS MARVEL; AND THEN WANDERED OVER TO THE POLISHED
MAHOGANY BAR, WHERE WE WERE JOINED BY THE HALF DOZEN LOAFERS
WHO HAD BEEN LOUNGING AROUND THE RLACE. THESE MEN DID NOT
EXACILY JON US, BUT THEY STOOD EXFECTANTLY NEAR NOR WERE THEY
disappointed.

“Come, let’s all take a drink, boys!” cried the captain heartily.
THEY NAVED AND TOSSED OFF THER LIQUOR, AND THEN WITHOUT A
WORD OF FARBAVELL OR THANKS SHAMBLED BACK TO THER ROOSTING

places.

“WHAT'S THE MATTER, BILLY?” DBVANDED THE CAPTAIN, LOOKING
about curiously. “Where’s your usual crowd?”

“THEY'RE ALL DOAN AT THE VERANDAH,” REFLIED THE BARKEEFER
passing a cloth over the satiny wood of the bar. “Dorgan’s got a



GR. TENDNG BAR PAYS HER SOME UNGODLY  WAGES; AND HES
GETTING ALL THE CROAD. HED BETTER MAKE THE MOST OF IT WHLE IT
lasts. She won’t stay a week.”

“Why not?” | asked curiously.

“Married; sure,” replied the barkeeper briefly.

“AND THE GLASS PLLARS WILL ALWAYS BE HERE EH, BiLy?”
SUGGESTED THE CAPTAIN. “NEVERTHELESS | BELIEVE WE LL JUST WANDER
down and look her over.”

“Sure,” said Billy indifferently; “that’s where all the rest are.”

THE VERANDAH, SITUATED ON THE PLAZA, WAS OROWDED TO THE
DOORS. BEHND THE BAR SLAVED A HALF DOZEN BUSY DRNK-MXERS.
THE GRL, AND A VERY FRETTY GIRL SHE WAS, PASSED THE DRINKS OVER
the counter, and took in the dust.

“SHES STRAIGHT,” OBSERVED THE CAPTAIN SAGACOUSLY, AFTER
INSPECTION; “IF SHE WASN'T THERE WOULDN'T BE SUCH A GANG. THE
other sort is plenty enough.”

WE DID NOT TRY TO GET NEAR THE BAR, BUT AFTER A FEW MOVENTS
REGAINED THE STREET. THE CAPTAIN SADD FARBWELL; AND WE HUNTED
UP, BY HS DRECTION, THE NEW YORK TONSORAL EMPORUM. THERE
WE HAD FIVE DOLLARS WORTH OF VARIOUS THNGS DONE TO US; AFTER
WHCH WE BOUGHT NEW CLOTHES. THE OLD ONES WE THREW OUT INTO
THE STREET ALONG WITH A VAST OOLLECTION OF OTHERS CONTRBUTED BY
our predecessors.

“Now,” SAD JOHNNY, “I FERL LIKE A NEW MAN. AND BEFORE WE GO
any farther I have a little duty to perform.”

“Which is?”

“ANOTHER DRNK AT THE SIGN OF THE GLASS PILLARS, OR WHATEVER
they call the place.”

“We don’t want anything more to drink just now,” | protested.

“Oblige me in this one treat,” said Johnny in his best manner.

WE ENTERED THE ARCADE, AS THE BAR WAS CALLED. AT ONCE THE
LOAFERS MOVED FORWARD. JOHNNY TURNED TO THEM WITH AN ENGAGING



air of friendliness.

“Come on, boys, let’s all take a drink!” he cried.

THE GLASSES WERE POURED. JOHNNY RAISED HS. THE OTHERS
FOLLOWED SUT. THEN ALL DRAINED THEM SIMULTANEOUSLY AND SET
down the empty glasses.

“AND NOW,” WENT ON JOHNNY IN THE SAME CHEERFUL, FRENDLY
tone, “let’s all pay for them!”

THE LOAFERS STARED AT HM A MOVENT. ONE GROWLED
MENACNGLY, BUT FELL SILENT UNDER HS OLEAR GLANCE. ONE OR TWO
OTHERS FORCED A LAUGH. UNDER JOH\NY'S COMPELLING EYE THEY ALL
PAID. BILLY, BEHND THE BAR, WATCHED WITH SARDONC AMUSEVENT.
When Johnny proffered his dust, the barkeeper thrust it back.

“My treat here,” said he briefly.

“But—?" objected Johnny.

“It's a privilege.”

“IF YOU PUT IT THAT WAY, | THANK YOU, SR” SAD JOHNNY IN HS
GRANDEST MANNER, AND WE WALKED OUT. “THOSE BUMS MADE NE
tired,” was his only comment to us. “Now let’s go hunt up Talbot.
[LL BET My EXTINCT TOOTHBRUSH THAT HES A WELL-KNOWN CITZEN
around here.”

JOHNNY’S EXTINCT TOOTHBRUSH WAS PERFECTLY SAFE. THE FIRST MAN
OF WHOM WE INQURED TOLD US WHERE OUR FREND LIVED, AND ADDED
THE GRATUTOUS INFORVATION THAT THE WARD BLOOK WAS NEARNG
COMPLETION. VWE LOOKED UP THE HOTEL, A NEW ONE ON MIONTGOVERY
STRET. THE CLERK SPOKE  WITH RESPECT OF TALBOT, AND TOLD US WE
WOULD PROBABLY FIND HM AT ONE OF THE SEVERAL PLACES OF
BUSINESS HE MENTIONED, OR AT THE WWARD BLOCK. WE THANKED HIM,

AND WENT DIRECT TO THE VWARD BLOOK FIRST. ALL OF US CONFESSED TO A
great desire to see that building.

IT WAS TO BE A THREE-STORY BRICK STRUCTURE, AND WAS SITUATED AT
ONE CORNER OF THE PLAZA. WE GAZED UPON IT WITH APPROPRATE
AWE, FOR WE WERE ACCUSTOMED TO LOGS AND CANVAS; AND TO SOVE



EXTENT WE WERE ABLE TO REALIZE WHAT IMPORTED BRICKS AND THE
LAYING OF THEM VEANT. THE FORBVAN TOLD US THAT TALBOT HAD GONE
OUT “MISSION WAY” WITH SAM BRANNAN AND SOVE OTHERS TO LOOK
at some property, and would not be back until late.

JOHNNY AND | SPENT THE REST OF THE AFTERNOON WANDERING ABOUT.
YANK RETIRED TO THE SOFT CHAIRS OF ONE OF THE NUVEROUS GAMBLING
places. His broken leg would not stand so much tramping.

WE HAD LOTS OF FUN, AND MANY INTERESTING MNOR ADVENTURES
AND ENCOUNTERS, NONE OF WHCH HAS ANY PARTICULAR BEARNG HERE.

THE TOAN HAD SPREAD. MOST OF THE HOUSES WERE OF THE FLIVSIED
DESCRPTION. MANY PEORLE WERE STILL LVING IN TENTS. THE LATTER
FLOFFED AND TUGGED IN THE STRONG WIND. SOVE MEN HAD NERELY
LITTLE OOT TENTS, JUST BIG ENOUGH TO COVER THE BED. AN OWNER OF
one of these claimed stoutly that they were better than big tents.

“THEY DON'T GET BLOWED AWAY BY THE WIND, AND THEY’RE FINE TO
sleep under,” he asserted, “and a man cooks outside, anyway.”

“How about when it rains?” | asked him.

“THEN | GO DOWN TO THE VERANDAH OR THE ARCADE OR
Dennison’s Exchange and stay there till she quits,” said he.

IN THE EVENNG, AS TALBOT HAD NOT YET RETURNED, WE WANDERED
FROM ONE PLACE OF AMUSEVENT TO ANOTHER. THE GAVBLING ALACES
WERE MORE NUMEROUS, MORE ELABORATE, MORE IMPORTANT THAN
EVER BESIDE THE USUAL ROUGHLOOKING MNERS AND LABOURERS,
WHO WERE IN THE GREAT MAJORITY, THERE WERE SMALL GROUPS OF
SUBSTANTIAL, GRAVE, IMPORTANT LOOKING MEN CONFERRNG. | NOTICED
AGAIN THE CONTRAST WITH THE MNING-CAMP GAMBLING HALLS IN THE
MATTER OF NOISE; HERE NOTHNG WAS HEARD BUT THE CLINK OF CON OR
THE DULL THUD OF GOLD DUST, A LOW MURMUR OF CONVERSATION, OR AN
occasional full-voiced exclamation.

JOH\NY, WHO COULD NEVER RESIST THE TABLES, WAS SOON LAYING
VERY SMALL STAKES ON  monte. AFTER A TIVE | TRED OF THE CLOSE AR
and heavy smoke, and slipped away. The lower part of the town



WAS IMPOSSIBLE ON ACOOUNT OF THE MUD, SO | MADE MY WAY OUT
ALONG THE EDGE OF THE HLLS. THE MOON WAS SAILNG OVERHEAD.
THE SHADOWS OF THE HLLS HUNG DEEP IN THE HOLLOWS; AND, ABROAD,

A WIDE LANDSCAFE SLEPT IN THE UNEARTHY RADIANCE. A THOUSAND
thousand cheerful frogs piped up a chorus against the brooding
MOON-STILLNESS THEY COULD NOT QUITE BREAK. AFTER THE GLARE OF THE
ARCADE AND THE FEVERISH HUM AND BUSTLE OF THE BUSY NEW CTTY,
THS STILL PEACE WAS ALMOST OVERFOANERNG. | FELT, SOVEHOW, THAT |
DARED NOT GIVE WAY TO IT ALL AT ONCE, BUT MUST ADMT ITS INFLUENCE
TRICKLE BY TRIOKLE UNTIL MY SPRIT HAD BECOVE A LITTLE ACCUSTOVED.
THUS GRADUALLY | DROPFED INTO A REVERE. THE TOL, EXCITEVENT,
STRAN, STRVING OF THE PAST BGHT OR NINE MONTHS FELL SWIFTLY INTO
THE BAOKGROUND. | RELAXED; AND IN THE CALM OF THE RELAXATION FOR
the first time old memories found room.

HOW LONG | HAD TRAVFED, LOST IN THS DREAMING, | DID NOT KNOW,
BUT AT SOME FONT | MUST HAVE TURNED BACK, FOR | CAME TO
SOVEAHERE NEAR THE END OF SACRAVENTO STREET—IF IT COULD BE
SAID TO HAVE AN END-TO FIND THE MOON FAR UP TOWARD THE ZENITH.

A MAN OVERTOOK ME, WALKING RAPDLY; | CAUGHT THE GLEAM OF A
watch chain, and on a sudden impulse | turned toward him.

“Can you tell me what time itis?” | asked.

THE MAN EXTENDED HS WATCH IN THE MOONLIGHT, AND SILENTLY
pointed to its face—with the muzzle of a revolver!

“Half-past twelve,” said he.

“GooD LORD!” | CRED WITH A SHOUT OF LAUGHTER. “DO YOU TAKE
me for a robber, Talbot?”






CHAPTER XLIII
THE GOLDEN WEB

HE THRUST AWAY HS WATCH AND THE ASTOL AND WITH A SHOUT OF JOY
seized both my hands.

“WaL! wal! wel! wal!” HE ORED OVER AND OVER AGAN. “BUrT |
am GLAD TO SEE YOU! I'D NO IDEA WHERE YOU WERE OR WHAT YOU
were doing! Why couldn’t you write a man occasionally?”

“l DON'T KNOW,” SAD |, RATHER BLANKLY. “| DON'T BELIEVE IT EVER
occurred to us we could write.”

“Where are the others? Are they with you?”

“We’ll look them up,” said 1.

TOGETHERR WE WALKED AWAY, ARM IN ARV TALBOT HAD NOT
CHANGED, EXCEPT THAT HE HAD DISCARDED HS MNER'S RG, AND
WAS NOW DRESSED IN A RATHER QUET CLOTH SUIT, A SMALL SOFT HAT,
AND A BLUE FLANNEL SHRT. THE TROUSERS HE HAD TUCKED INTO THE
TOPS OF HS BOOTS. | THOUGHT THE LOOSE, NEAT COSTUVE VERY
BECOMNG TO HM AFTER A DOZEN SWFT INQURES AS TO OWR
welfare, he plunged headlong into enthusiasms as to the town.

“IT'S THE GREATEST OTY IN THE WORLD!” HE CRIED; THEN CATCHNG MY
EXPRESSION, HE ADDED, “OR IT'S GOING TO BE. THNK OF IT, FRANK! A
YEAR AGO IT HAD LESS THAN A THOUSAND PEOFLE, AND NOW WE HAVE
AT LEAST FORTY THOUSAND. THE Nev COVVERCAL WHARF IS NEARLY
HALF A MLE LONG AND OOST US A HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS, BUT WE RAISED THE MONEY IN TEN MNUTES! WE RE GOING TO
BULD TWO MORE. AND SAM BRANNAN AND A LOT OF US ARE TALKING OF
PUTTING DOMN FLANK ROADS. THNK WHAT THAT WiLL MEANI AND
THERE'S NO LIMT TO WHAT WE CAN DO IN REAL ESTATE JUST KNOCK
down a few of these hills to the north—"



He stopped, for | was laughing.

“WHY NOT DRAIN THE BAY?” | SUGGESTED. “THERES A FLENTY OF
land down there.”

“WEL,” SAD TALBOT IN A CALVER MANNER, “WE WON'T QUITE DO
THAT. BUT WE'LL PUT SOVE OF THOSE SAND HLLS INTO THE EDGE OF THE
BAY. YOU WAIT AND SEE. IF YOU WANT TO MAKE MONEY, YOU JUST BUY
SOME OF THOSE WATERFRONT LOTS. YOU'LL WAKE UP SOVE MORNING TO
find you're a mile inland.”

| LAUGHED AGAN; BUT JUST THE OTHER DAY, IN THS YEAR 1899, |
RODE IN A STREET CAR WHERE FIFTY YEARS AGO GREAT SHPS HAD LAIN AT
anchor.

WE DISCOVERED JOHNNY AND YANK, AND POUNDED EACH OTHER'S
BACKS, AND HAD DRNKS, AND GENERALLY WORKED OFF OUR HGH
SPRITS. THEN WE ADUIOURNED TO A CORNER, LIT CIGARS—A TREVENDOUS
LUXURY FOR US MNERS—AND FLUNGED INTO RECITAL. TALBOT LISTENED TO
US ATTENTVAY, HS EYES BRGHT WITH INTEREST, OOCASIONALLY
BREAKNG IN ON THE NARRATOR TO ASK ONE OF THE OTHERS TO
supplement some too modestly worded statement.

“WEL!” HE SIGHED WHEN WE HAD FINSHED. “YOU BOYS HAVE
certainly had a time! What an experience! You'll never forget it!”
HE BROODED A WHLE. “I SUPPOSE THE WORLD WILL NEVER SEE ITS LIKE
AGAN. [T WAS THE CHANCEOF A LIFETIVE. 'D LIKE-NO | WOULDN'T! T'VE
LVED, TOO. WELL, NOW FOR THE PARTNERSHP. AS | UNDERSTAND IT, FOR
THE HANGVAN'S GULCH BND OF IT, WE HAVE, ALL TOLD, ABOUT FVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS—AT ANY RATE, THAT WAS THE AMOLNT MCCLELLAN
sent down to me.”

“That's it,” said I.

“And the Porcupine Flat venture was a bad loss?”

“THE ROBBERS CLEANED US OUT THERE EXCEPT FOR WHAT WE SENT
you,” | agreed regretfully.

“Since which time Yank has been out of it completely?”

“HAVEN'T MADE A CENT SINCE,” ACKNOWLEDGED YANK CHEERFULLY,



“AND | OWE SOMVETHING TO FRANK, HERE, FOR MY KEEP. THOUGHT |
had about fifteen hundred dollars, but | guess lain't.”

“At ltalian Bar,” went on Talbot, “how much did you make?”
“DOESNT MATTER WHAT | MADE,” INTERPOSED JOHNNY, “FOR, AS
Frank told you, it's all at the bottom of the Sacramento River.’

“l DD PRETTY WELL,” SAD |, AND PULLED OUT TWO HUNDRED AND
sixteen ounces.

“ABOUT THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS,” COMPUTED TALBOT. “YOU RE THE
PLUTOCRAT, ALL RGHT. WELL, I'VE DONE PRETTY WELL WITH THS END OF THE
PARTNERSHP, TOO. | THNK—BUT | GUESS WE D BETTER TAKE A FRESH DAY
to it. It must be ungodly late. Good Lord, yes! Three o’clock!”

NOBODY WOULD HAVE THOUGHT SO. THE PLACE SEBVED NEARLY AS
FUL AS BEVER WE ACCOVMNED TALBOT TO HS HOTEL, WHERE HE
managed, after some difficulty, to procure us a cot apiece.

OUR SLEEP WAS SHORT; AND IN SFITE OF OUR YOUTH AND THE VITALITY
WE HAD STORED IN THE HEALTHY LIFE OF THE HLLS WE FELT DRAGGED OUT
AND TIRED. FIVE HOURS' SLEEP IN TWO DAYS IS NOT ENOUGH. | WAS LP
A FEW MNUTES BEFORE THE REST, AND | SAT IN FRONT OF THE HOTEL
BASKING IN THE SUN LIKE A LIZARD. THE LET-DOWN FROM THE TOL AND
EXCITEVENT OF THE PAST MONTHS STILL HELD ME. | THOUGHT WITH LAZY
SATISFACTION OF THE TWO THOUSAND-ODD DOLLARS WHCH WAS MY
SHARE OF OUR PARTNERSHP. [T WAS A SMALL SUM, TO BE SURE, BUT,
THEN, | HAD NEVER IN MY LIFE MADE MORE THAN TWELVE DOLLARS A
WEEK, AND THS HAD COST ME NOTHNG. NOW THAT DEFINTELY | HAD
DROFFED OVERBOARD MY HOFES OF A BIG STRKE, | UNEXPECTEDLY
FOUND THAT | HAD DROFPED WITH THEM A CERTAIN FEELING OF PRDE
AND RESFONSBILITY AS WELL. AS LONG AS | HAD BEEN IN THE MNING
BUSINESS | HAD VAGUELY FELT IT INCUVBENT ON NE TO DO AS WELL AS
THE REST, WERE THAT PHYSICALLY FOSSBLE. | WAS OUT OF THE MNNG
BUSINESS. AS | NOW LOOKED AT T, | HAD BEEN MGHTY WELL FAID FOR
AN EXCOITING AND INTERESTING VACATION. | WOULD GO BACK TO NEW
YORK AT A COST OF TWO OR THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS, AND FIND SOVE
good opening for my capital and ability.



TALBOT APPEARED LAST, FRESH AND SMLING. BREAKFAST FINSHED,
HE TOOK US ALL WITH HM TO THE NEW BRICK BULDNG. AFTER SOVE
BUSINESS WE ADJOURNED ONCE MORE TO THE ARCADE. THERE TALBOT
made his report.

| WISH | 0COULD RBVEVBER T, AND REFEAT IT TO YOU VERBATM. IT
WAS WORTH IT. BUT | CANNOT; AND THE MOST | CAN DO IS TO TRY TO
CONVEY TO YOU THE SENSE OF THAT SCENE-WE THREE TANNED,
WEATHER-BEATEN OUTLANDERS LISTENING OPEN-MOUTHED TO THE KEEN,
COMPETENT, SHLF-ASSURED MAGICAN WHO BEFORE OLR EYES SPIN
HS GLITTERNG FABRC. TALBOT WARD HAD SEZED UFON THE VARED
POSSBILITIES OF THE NEW OTY. THE EARNINGS ON HS FIRST SCHEVE—
THE SHP STOREHOUSES, AND THE RENTAL OF THE BRIOK BULDING ON
MONTGOVERY STREET, YOU WILL REVEVBER—AMOUNTED NET, THE FIRST
month, | believe, to some six thousand dollars. With his share of
THS MONEY HE HAD LAID NARROW MARGINS ON A DOZEN OPTIONS.
DAY BY DAY, WEEK BY WEEK, HS OPERATIONS EXTENDED. HE WAS IN
WHARVES, SAND LOTS, SHORE LOTS, LIGHTERNG, FLANK ROADS, A NBW
HOTEL. DAY AFTER DAY, WEEK AFTER WEEK, HE HAD TURNED THESE
THNGS OVER, AND AT EACH TURN MONEY HAD DROFPED OUT.
SOVETIVES THE RLAYTHNG FROVED BMVPTY, AND THEN TALBOT HAD
FROVPILY THROAN T AWAY, APRARENILY WITHOUT AFTERTHOUGHT OR
regret. lremember some of the details of one deal:

“IT LOOKED TO ME,” SAID TALBOT, “THAT SOVEBODY OUGHT TO MAKE
A GOOD THNG IN FLOUR, THE WAY THNGS WERE GONG. IT ALL COVES
FROM SOUTH AMERICA JUST NOW, SO ENOUGH CAPITAL OUGHT TO BE
ABLE TO CONTROL THE SUFRLY. | GOT TOGETHER FOR OF THE BIG MEN
HERE AND WE AGREED WITH THE AGENTS TO TAKE NOT LESS THAN A
HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND BARRELS NOR MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED
THOUSAND BARRELS AT FOURTEEN DOLLARS. EACH FIRVl AGREED TO TAKE
SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS' WORTH, AND EACH AGREED TO
FORFET ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR FAILURE TO COMALY. FLOWR
OOULD BE HELD TO TWENTY-FIVE TO THRTY DOLLARS A BARREL; SO THERE
was a good thing.”



“I should think so,” | agreed. “Where did you come in?”
“PERCENTAGE OF THE PROFITS. THEY TOOK AND SOLD QUITE A HEAP
OF FLOUR AT THS RATE-SIXTY THOUSAND BARRELS TO BE EXACT—ON WHCH

THERE WAS A NET PROFIT OF SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. THEN
ONE OF THOSE FREAK THINGS HAFPENED THAT KNOOKED US ALL SLLY.
FLOUR JUST DROFFED DOMN OUT OF SIGHT. WHY? MANPULATION.
THEY'VE GOT A SMART LOT OUT HERE. THE MNES HAD FLOUR ENOUGH
FOR THE TIVE BENG; AND THE ONLY THING THAT HELD THE FRCE UP WAS
THE UNCERTAINTY OF JUST WHERE THE FLOUR WAS COMNG FROM IN THE
FUTURE. WELL, THE OTHER CROAD SATISFIED THAT UNCERTAINTY, AND OLR
FLOUR DROFPED FROM ABOUT TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS DOWN TO BGHT. WE
HAD SOLD SIXTY THOUSAND BARRELS, AND WE HAD NINETY THOUSAND TO
TAKE ON OUR CONTRACT, ON EACH ONE OF WHCH WE WERE DUE TO LOSE
SIX DOLLARS. AND THE OTHER FELLOWS WERE SITTING BACK CHUCKLING
and waiting for us to unload cheap flour.”

“What was there to do?”

TALBOT LAUGHED. “| TOLD OUR CROWD THAT | HAD ALWAYS BEEN
TAUGHT THAT WHEN A THNG WAS HOT, TO DROP IT BEFORE | GOT BURNED.
IF EACH FIRVl RAID TS FORFET T WOULD COST US FOUR HUNDRED
THOUSAND DOLLARS. IF WE SOLD ALL THE FLOUR CONTRACTED FOR AT THE
PRESENT PRCE, WE STOOD TO LOSE NEARER SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND.

SO WE SIVFLY RAID OUR FORFETS, THREW OVER THE CONTRACT, AND
were three hundred thousand ahead.”

“But was that fair to the flour people?” | asked doubtfully.

“FAR?” RETORTED TALBOT. “VWWHAT IN THUNDER DD THEY PUT THE
forfeit clause in for if it wasn’t expected we might use it?”

AS FAST AS HE ACQURED A DOLLAR, HE INVESTED IT IN A NEW
CHANCE, UNTIL HS INTERESTS EXTENDED FROM THE PRESIDIO TO THE
WATERFRONT OF THE INNER BAY. THESE INTERESTS WERE STRANGE ODDS
AND ENDS. HE AND A MAN WITH HS OWN GIVEN NAME, TALBOT H.
GRERN, HAD TITLE IN MUCH OF WHAT IS NOW HARBOUR V IEA-THAT IS TO
SAY, THEY WOULD HAVE CLEAR TITLE AS SOON AS THEY HAD FAD HEAVY
MORTGAGES. His SHARES N THE COWERCAL WHARF LAY IN THE



SAFES OF A BANKING HOUSE, AND THE DOLLARS HE HAD RAISED ON
THEM WERE VALIANTLY DOING DUTY IN HOLDING AT BAY A PRESSING DEBT

ON PRECAROUSLY HELD WATERFRONT EQUITIES. TALBOT MENTIONED
GLIBLY SUMS THAT REDUCED EVEN THE MOST SUCCESSFUL MNING TO A

CHLD'S GAME. THE RCHEST STRKE WE HAD HEARD RUMOURED NEVER

YIELDED THE HALF OF WHAT OUR FRIEND HAD TOSSED INTO A SINGLE DEAL.

OWR OWN ATFUL THOUSANDS WERE BEGGARY BY COVFARSON,
insignificant, not worth considering.

OF ALL THE VARED AND FAR-EXTENDNG AFFARS THE WARD BLOK
WAS THE FLOAMER TALBOT OWNED OPTIONS, EQUITIES, PROPERTIES,
SHARES IN ALL THE VARED AND NUMEROUS ACTVITIES OF THE NEW CITY;

BUT EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM HE HELD SUBJECT TO FAYMENTS
WHCH AT THE PRESENT TIVE HE COULD BY NO POSSBLITY MAKE
MORTGAGES AND LOANS HAD SUKED EVERY IMVEDATELY
PRODUCTIVE DOLLAR; AND THOSE DOLLARS THAT REMAINED WERE LOCKED
TIGHT AWAY FROM THER OANER UNTIL SUCH TIVE AS HE MGHT GAN
possession of a golden key. This did not worry him.

“THEY ARE PROPERTIES THAT ARE BOUND TO RSE IN VALLE,” HE TOLD
US. “IN FACT, THEY ARE GOING UP EVERY MNUTE WE SIT HERE TALKING.
They are futures.”

AMONG OTHER PIECES, TALBOT HAD BEEN ABLE TO BUY THE LOT ON
THE PLAZA WHERE NOW THE WWARD BLOCK WAS GONG UP. HE D A
PERCENTAGE DOWN, AND GAVE A MORTGAGE FOR THE REST. Now ALL
THE MONEY HE COULD SQUEEZE FROM ALL HS OTHER INTERESTS HE WAS
PUTTING INTO THE STRUCTURE. THAT IS WHY | RATHER FANCFULLY ALLUDED TO
the Ward Block as the flower of all Talbot’s activities.

“BULDNG IS THE ONE THNG YOU HAVE TO RAY CASH FOR
THROUGHOUT,” SAD TALBOT REGRETFULLY. “LABOLR AND MATERALS
DEVAND GOLD. BUT | SEE My WAY CLEAR, AND A FIRST-CLASS, WELL-
APPOINTED BUSINESS BLOCK IN THS TOWN RIGHT NOW IS WORTH MORE
THAN THE UNTED STATES MNT. THAT'S CASH COMNG IN FOR YOU—
REGULARLY EVERY MONTH. [T WILL PAY FROM THE START FOUR OR FIVE TIVES
THE ANMOUNT NECESSARY TO KEEP EVERYTHNG HSE AFLOAT. JM



REKETT HAS TAKEN THE ENTIRE LOWER FLOOR AT THRTY THOUSAND. THE
OFFICES UPSTAIRS WILL PAY FROM A THOUSAND A NMONTH UP AND THEY
ARE EVERY ONE RENTED IN ADVANCE. ONCE WE GET OLR RENTS
COMNG IN, THE STRAN IS RELEVED. | CAN BEGN TO TAKE WP MY
MORTGAGES AND LOANS, AND ONCE THAT IS BEGUN WE ARE ON THE
road to Millionaireville.”

ONCE MORE HE RECARITULATED HS AFFAIRS—THE LAND ON THE PLAZA
TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND, THE BULDING HGHTY THOUSAND, THE
HARBOLR VIEN LANDS ANYTHNG THEY MGHT RSE TO, BUT NEARLY A
QUARTER MLLION NOW; TEN THOUSAND FAR VALUE OF THE WHARF STOK
ALREADY RAYING DVIDENDS; REAL ESTATE HERE AND THERE AND
EVERYWHERE IN THE PATH OF THE CITY’S GROWTH, SHARES IN A NEW
HOTEL THAT MUST SOON TOUCH PAR, THE ALANK ROAD-AS WE JOTTED
DOWN THE FIGURES, AND THE MAGIC TOTAL GREW, SUCH TRFLING LITTLE
AFFARS AS GOLD MNES DROFFED QUITE BELOW THE HORZON. WE
stared at Talbot fascinated.

AND THEN FOR THE FIRST TIVE WE LEARNED THAT THE FIVE  thousand
DOLLARS WE HAD SENT DOWN FROM HANGMAN'S GULCH, AND THE SUM
LEFT FROM THE ROBBERY, WAS NOT SLUVBERNG IN SOVE BANKER'S
SAFE, BUT HAD BEEN SENT DANONG WITH THE OTHER DOLLARS AT
Talbot's command.

“Ididn’t know just what you fellows intended,” said he, “but we
WERE PARTNERS UP THERE AT THE MINES, AND | CONCLUDED IT WOULD
be all right. You didn’'t mean—"

“SWRE NOT!” BROKE IN JOHNNY HEARTLY. “YOURE WELCOME TO
mine.”

“Same here,” agreed Yank and .

AND THEN TALBOT LET US SEE THAT HE CONSIDERED US TO THAT
extent partners in the business.

“| HAVE THE DATE IT ARRVED,” HE TOLD US, “AND | KNOW JUST HOW
MUCH ACTUAL CARITAL | HAD MYSELF AT THAT TIVE. SO I'M COVRUTING
YOUR SHARES IN THE VENTURE ON THAT BASIS. [T COVES TO ABOUT ONE
TENTH APECE FOR YANK AND JOHNNY. FRANK AND | HAVE AN



agreement already.”

JOH\NY STARED AT THE PAPER ON WHICH THE TOTALS HAD BEEN
pencilled.

“NorT ANY!” HE PROTESTED VEHEVENTLY. “IT ISNT FAR! YOU'VE MADE
THS THING BY SHEER GENIUS, AND IT ISN'T FAIR FOR VE TO TAKE A TENTH
OF IT ON THE STRENGTH OF A MEASLY LITTLE CONSIGNVENT OF GOLD DUST.
YOU GIVE ME YOUR NOTE FOR A THOUSAND DOLLARS—OR WHATEVER THE
SUM IS—AT INTEREST, IF YOU WANT TO, AND THAT'S ALL THAT IS COMNG TO
me.”

“I feel the same,” said Yank.

“Bovs,” ARGUED TALBOT EARNESTLY, “THAT DOESNT GO. THAT FIVE
THOUSAND SAVED ME. [T CAME AT A TME WHEN | HAD TO HAVE
MONEY OR GO DOWN. | HAD BEEN TO EVERY BANK, TO EVERY FRV, TO
EVERY MAN IN TOAN, AND | COULDN'T  RAISE TEN CENTS MORE. IF YOU
refuse this thing, you will be doing something that—"

“OH, HUSH WP, TAL!” BROKE IN JOHNNY GRUFFLY; “IF THAT'S HOW YOU
feel—"

“Itis.”

“IT 1Is Now,” SAD JOHNNY FIRWLY, “10:30 A.M., BUT 'M GONG TO
HAVE BUBBLES. IF YOU FELLONS DONT WANT ME ALL DRUNK AND
dressed up, you've got to help me drink them.”






CHAPTER XLIV
PLUTOCRATS!

WE FET VERY HATED-AND RATHER SMALL. TALBOT HAD ALONE AND
WITHOUT, SO TO SPEAK, MOVING FROM HS TRACKS, MADE A FORTUNE,
WHLE WE, AFTER GONG THROUGH MANY HARDSHPS, ADVENTURES, AND
HARD WORK, HAD RETURNED ALMOST FENNLESS. ONE OF OUR FIRST TASKS
WAS TO CONVINCE TALBOT OF THE INJUSTICE TO HVSELF IN GVING US
SHARES BASED ON A PROPORTIONATE MONEY INVESTVENT. WE MADE

HM SEE, AFTER A WHLE, THAT HS OAN GENUS COUNTED FOR
SOMETHNG IN THE MATTER. HE THEN AGREED, BUT RELUCTANILY, TO
REDUCE OUR SHARES TO A TWENTIETH EACH, AND INCLUDED ME IN THSS,
DESAITE OUR PREVIOUS AGREBVENT. |F WE HAD ADHERED TO THAT, MY
proportion would have been nearer a fortieth.

THS HAVING BEEN DECIDED—AFTER OONSIDERABLE ARGUVENT—WE
SETTLED DOMN TO WAIT FOR THE COVALETION OF THE WARD BLOXK.
ONCE THE RENTS FROM THAT STRUCTURE SHOULD BEGN TO COME N, IT
WAS AGREED WE SHOULD TAKE OUT READY MONEY ENOUGH TO RETURN
EAST. THE RBVANDER, LESS TALBOT'S EXPENSES, WOULD OF COURSE
have to go back into releasing all the other interests. The formal
opening had been arranged for the first of January.

IN THE MEANTIVE WE LOAFED MAGNFICENTLY, AND LIVED ON MY
MONEY. NOW THAT OUR FUTURES WERE ALL ASSURED, YANK AND JOHNNY
CONDESCENDED TO TEVPORARY LOANS. OCCASIONALLY WE COULD HALP
TALBOT IN SOVE OF THE DETAILS OF HS VARED BUSINESSES, BUT MOST
of the time we idled. I do think we deserved a rest.

OUWR FAVOURTE OCOURATION WAS THAT OF REVIEAMNG OUR FROPERTY.
TO THS B\D WE TOOK LONG TRAMPS OVER THE HLLS, HUNTNG
PANSTAKINGLY FOR OBSCURE CORNER STAKES OR MONUVENTS THAT



MARKED SOME ONE OF OUR NUVEROUS LOTS. ON THEM WE WOULD
GAZE SOLBVINLY, ALTHOUGH IN NO MANNER DID THEY DIFFER FROMALL THE
OTHER SAGE-BRUSH HLL COUNTRY ABOUT THEM IN A WEEK WE KNEW
ACCURATELY EVERY PECE OF PROPERTY BELONGING TO OUR INTERESTS,
AND WE HAD LISTED EVERY OTHER MORE INTANGIBLE EQUITY OR ASSET.
ONE OF JOHNNY’S FAVOURITE FEATS WAS TO MARCH YANK AND ME LP
TO A BAR, FACE US, AND INTERROGATE US ACCORDING TO AN INVARABLE
FORVILA. WE MUST HAVE PRESENTED A COMCAL SIGHT—| WITH My
GREAT BULK AND ROUND, FRESH FACE ALONGSIDE THE SOLEWN, LANK,
AND LEATHERY YANK; BOTH OF US DRAVWN UP AT ATTENTION, AND SOLEWN
as prairie dogs.

“How MUCH IS ONE TWENTIETH OF TWO THOUSAND THOUSAND?”
inquired Johnny.

“One hundred thousand,” Yank and | chorused.

“Is that a plutocrat?” demanded Johnny cryptically.

“It is!” we cried.

OWR SENSE OF OLR OWN FINANCAL IVFORTANCE BENG THUS
REFRESHED, WE ADVANCED IN RGD MLITARY FORVATION TO THE BAR
AND TOOK OUR DRINKS. TWO MLLION DOLLARS WAS THE AMOUNT WE HAD
CHOSEN AS REFRESENTING THE VALUE OF OUR INTERESTS. IN DECDING
UPON THS FIGURE WE OONSIDERED OURSHVES VERY MODERATE IN
REFUSING TO ADD PROBABLE FUTURE INCREVENT. [T MGHT ALSO BE
ADDED THAT WE EQUALLY  NEGLECTED TO DEDUCT PRESENT LIABILITIES.
NOBODY EVER GUESSED WHAT THIS MYSTERIOUS PERFORVANCE OF
OURS MEANT, BUT EVERY ONE CAME TO EXFECT IT AND TO BE AMUSED
BY IT. IN A MLD WAY WE AND OUR FOOL MONKEYSHINES CANE TO BE A
well-known institution.

HAVING NOTHNG ELSE TO DO, WE ENTERED HEARTLY INTO THE LIFE
AND ALEASURES OF THE FLACE, AND WE MET MANY OF THE LEADNG
CTZENS. SOMVE OF THEM HAVE SINCE BECOME HSTORCAL
PERSONAGES. TALBOT WAS HAND IN GLOVE WITH MOST OF THEM, AND
IN AND OUT OF DOZENS OF THER SCHEMES. THERE WAS DAVID
BRODERICK, A SECRETIVE, DIGNIFIED, SQUARE-CUT, BULLDOG SORT OF A



MAN, JUST MAKING HS BEGINNING IN A CAREER THAT WAS TO GO FAR. |
REVEMBER HE WAS THEN FRINCIALLY ENGAGED IN MANUFACTURNG

GOLD CONS AND SLUGS AND BUYNG ReAL BSE A His arear
POLITICAL RVAL, DR GWIN THE SOUTHER\ER, | ALSO MET; AND TALBOT H.
GRERN, THEN AND FOR SOME TIVE LATER, ONE OF THE MOST LIKED AND
RESPECTED OF MEN, BUT WHOSE FRIVATE SCANDAL FOLLOWED HM FROM

THE EAST AND RUNED HM; AND SAM BRANNAN, OF OOURSE, THE EX-
ELDER OF THE MORVONS; AND JIM RECKETT, THE GAMBLER, ANDW. T.
COLBVAN, LATER KNOWN AS OLD VIGLANTE, AND A HUNDRED OTHERS.
THESE WERE STRONG, FORCEFUL MEN, AND THER COMRANY WAS
ALWAYS INTERESTNG. THEY HAD IDEAS ON ALL CURRENT TOPICS, AND
THEY DD NOT HESITATE TO EXPRESS THOSE IDEAS. WE THUS LEARNED
SOMETHNG OF THE COMMUNITY IN WHCH WE HAD BEEN LIVING SO
long.

WE HEARD OF THE POLMICAL DIFFICULTIES ATTENDANT ON THE  jumble
OF MLITARY AND WNAUTHORZED QVIL RULE, OF THE CONVENTION AT
MONTEREY IN SEPTEVBER, WITH TS BITTERLY CONTESTED BOUNDARY
DISPUTES; OF THE GREAT AND MOOTED QUESTION AS TO WHETHER
CALFORNA SHOUD BE “SLAVE’ OR “FREE’; OF THE DOUBT AND
UNCERTANTY AS TO THE STATUS OF CALIFORNA-MADE LAW FENDNG
SOME ACTION BY THE FEDERAL CONGRESS; OF HOW THE FEDERAL
CONGRESS, WITH MASTERLY INACTVITY AND PROBABLY SOME SLIGHT
SKITTISHNESS AS TO MNGLNG IN THE SLAVERY ARGUVENT, HAD
ADJOURNED WITHOUT DONG ANYTHNG AT ALL! SO CALIFORNA HAD TO
TAKE HER CHOICE OF REVAINNG UNDER MLITARY GOVERNORSHP OR
GONG AHEAD AND TAKING A CHANCE ON HAVING HER ACTS RATIFIED
LATER. SHE CHOSE THE LATTER OCOURSE. SAN JOSE WAS SELECTED AS
THE CARTAL. NOBODY WANTED TO SERVE IN THE NEW LEGISLATURE, NEN
HADNT TVE THERE WAS THE GREATEST DFFICLTY IN GETTING
ASSEVBLYMVEN. THE RESULT WAS THAT, WITH FEA EXCEPTIONS, THE FRST
LEGSLATURE OF FIFTY-TWO MEVBERS WAS COMPOSED OF CHEAP
PROFESSIONAL POLITIOANS FROM THE SOUTH, AND USELESS CTZENS
FROM HSBAHERE. THS BODY WAS THEN IN SESSION. [T WAS



INVARABLY REFERRED TO AS “THE LEGISLATURE OF THE THOUSAND
DRNKS.” | HEARD DISCUSSED NUVBERLESS SCHEVES FOR ITS CONTROL
FOR THS OR THAT PURPOSE, MANY OF THEM, IT SEBVED TO ME, RATHER
unscrupulous.

THESE BIG MEN OF THE CTY TALKED OF OTHER THINGS BESIDES
POLITICS. FROM THEM | HEARD OF THE STATE OF COMVERCAL AFFAIRS,
WITH TS SYSTEM OF CONSIGNVENTS AND AUCTIONS, TS RUMOLRS OF
FLEET QLIFPER SHIFS, ITS CORNERS OF THE MARKET, ITS GLUTTINGS WITH
UNFORESEEN CARGOES OF UNEXPECTED VESSELS, AND ALL THE OTHR
COMALEX AND DELICATE ADUUSTVENTS AND CHANGES THAT MADE
BUSINESS SO FASCINATING AND SO UNCERTAIN. ALL THESE MEN WERE
FILLED WITH A GREAT OPTIMSM AND AN ABIDING ENTHUSIASM FOR THE
FUTLRE. THEY TALKED OF ALANK ROADS, OF SBWERS, OF SCHOOLS,
CHURCHES, HOSFTALS, PAVEMENTS, FILLS, THE RAZING OF HLLS,
WHARVES, PUBLIC BULDNGS, WATER SYSTEMS, AND THEY TALKED OF
THEM SO SOBERLY AND IN SUCH CONCRETE TERVS OF ACOOVFLISHVENT
THAT THE IMAGINATION WAS TRCKED INTO ACCEPTING THEM AS SOLID
FACTS. OFTEN | HAVE GONE FORTH FROM LISTENNG TO ONE OF THESE
EARNEST DISCUSSIONS TO LOOK ABOUT ME ON THAT WIND-SWEFT,
SANDBLOMN, FLIVSY, DRTY, SPRAWLING CANP THEY CALLED A OTY, WITH
TS HALF DOZEN “MAGNFICENT” BRIOK BULDNGS THAT ANY NEW
ENGLAND VILLAGE COULD DUFLICATE, AND HAVE LAUGHED WILDLY UNTIL
THE TEARS CAME, OVER THE ABSURDITY OF IT. | WAS YOUNG. | DD NoT
KNOW THAT A CTY IS NOT BRICKS BUT MEN, IS NOT FACT BUT THE VITALITY
of a living ideal.

THERE WERE, OF OOURSE, MANY OTHER MEN THAN THOSE | HAVE
NAVED, AND OF VARED TEVFERAMENTS AND BELIEFS. SOVE OF
THEM WERE HEARD OF LATER IN THE HSTORY OF THE STATE. TERRY,
JAVES KNG OF WiLLIAM, STEFHEN J. FIELD, GENERAL RICHARDSON
WERE SOME OF THOSE WHOSE NAMES | RBVEVBER. THEY WERE, IN
GENERAL, FRANK AND OFEN IN MANNER, READY TO OFFER OR TAKE A
JOKE, AND ON TERMS OF GOOD-NATURED OOMRADESHP WITH EACH
OTHER, AND YET SOVEHOW | ALWAYS FELT BEHND IT ALL A WATCHRUL



RESERVATION. THS WAS INDEFINABLE, BUT IT INDUBITABLY EXISTED. THE
EFFECT ON ME WAS AN INSTINCT THAT THESE MEN WOULD REVAN
GOOD-NATURED, LAUGHNG, JOKING, INTIVATE, JUST AS LONG AS NOTHNG
HAFPENED TO MAKE THEM OTHERMISE. THEY WERE A FACK, HUNTING

IN FULL CRY THE SANE QUARRY; BUT WERE ONE OF THEM TO FALL OUT, THE
REST WOULD SWEEP ON WITHOUT A BACKWARD GLANCE. AS AN
INDIVIDUAL HUMAN BEING NO ONE OF THEM WAS IN REALITY IVPORTANT
TO ANY OTHER. THEY PURSUED THE SAME AIVS, BY MUCH THE SAMVE
METHODS, AND THEY COULD SOMETIVES MAKE USE OF EACH OTHER TO
THE ADVANTAGE OF BOTH. IN THE MEANTIVE, SINCE THEY AS THE
PROVINENT MEN OF A MXED COMMUNITY MUST POSSESS QUALITIES

IN COMVON, THEY FOUND EACH OTHER MUTUALLY AGREEABLE. MANY
CALLED THEVSELVES FRENDS; BUT | MUCH DOUBT IF THE FRENDSHP THAT
WOULD RENDER AID AT A SACRFICE WAS VERY COMMON. EVERY MAN
played his own game.

IN THE TOWN OUTSIDE WE MADE MANY OTHER ACQUAINTANCES, OF
ALL QLASSES OF SOCETY. IN 1849 NO SOCAL STIGVA, OR VERY LITILE,
ATTACHED TO ANY OPEN ASSOCATION. GANVBLERS WERE RESFECTABLE
CITZENS, PROVIDED THEY RAN STRAIGHT GAMES. THE FAR AND FRALL
SISTERHOOD WAS WELL REPRESENTED. [T WAS NOTHING AGAINST A MAN,
HTHER IN THE FUBLIC EYE OR ACTUALLY, TO BE SEEN TALKING, WALKING,
OR RDNG WITH ONE OF THESE LADES; FOR EVERY ONE KNEW THEM
THERE WERE NOW A GOOD MANY DECENT WOVEN IN TOAWN, LIVING
MAINLY WITH THER HUSBANDS AND CHLDREN VERY QUEILY AMONG THE
SANDHLLS ON THE EDGES OF THE TOWN. ONE SAW LITTLE OF THEM
UNLESS HE TOOK THE TROUBLE TO SEARCH THEM OUT. WE DD SO, AND
THUS STRUCK UP ACQUAINTANCE WITH A HALF DOZEN VERY FLEASANT
HOUSEHOLDS, WHERE OCCASIONALLY MY NEW ENGLAND HEART WAS
GLADDENED BY A GENUNE HOMEBAKED NEW ENGLAND PE. THESE
PEOFLE HAD CHLDREN AND RELIGIOUS BELIEFS; AND FOR THE ONE AND
THE OTHER THEY HAD ORGANZED CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS, BOTH OF
WHCH WERE WELL ATTENDED. FURTHERVORE, SUCH INSTITUTIONS WERE
CONTRBUTED TO BY MANY OF THE BUSINESS MEN WHO NEVER ENTERED



THER DOORS. THS RESPECTABLE LIFE WAS STRONGER THAN IS GENERALLY
KNOWN. [T WAS QUET AND IN THE BACKGROUND, AND UNDER THE DEEP
SHADOW CAST BY THE GLARNG LIGHT OF DOWNTOAN, BUT T WAS
growing in solidity and strength.

ANONG THE OTHERS WE CAME ACROSS THE PREACHER WE HAD
SEEN HOLDNG FORTH ON THE WHARF. HE WAS ENGAGED, WITH THE
ASSISTANCE OF TWO MEN OF THE METHODIST PERSUASION, IN BULDING
A CHURCH. THE THREE HAD THEVSELVES CUT AND HEWED THE TIVBERS.

MR TAYLOR, FOR THAT WAS HS NANE, EXFLAINED TO ME THAT, HAVING
NO MONEY, THAT SEEVED THE THE ONLY WAY TO GET A CHURCH. HE
SHOWED US HS OWN FLACE, A LITTLE SHACK NOT UNLIKE THE OTHERS,
BUT ENCLOSED, AND FLANTED WITH RED GERANIUVS, NASTURTIUVS AND
other bright things.

“AS FAR AS | KNOW,” HE TOLD US WITH PRDE, “THAT IS THE FIRST
garden in San Francisco.”

IN THE BACKYARD HE HAD ENCLOSED THREE CHOKENS—TWO HENS
and a cock.

“I paid eighteen dollars for them,” said he.

WE LOOKED AT EACH OTHER IN STARTLED ASTONISHVENT. THE SUM
AFFEARED A TRFLE EXTRAVAGANT CONSDERNG THE  JUST-
ACKNOWLEDGED IMPECUNIOSTTY OF THE CHURCH. HE CAUGHT THE
glance.

“BOYS,” HE SAD QUANTLY, “SAN FRANOISCO IS A VERY LONESOMVE
FLACE FOR THE GODLY. THE HOSTS OF SIN ARE VERY STRONG, AND THE
FAITHRUL ARE VERY FEW. MORTAL FLESH IS WEAK; AND MORTAL SPRTT IS
prone to black discouragement. When | bought those chickens |
BOUGHT HGHTEEN DOLLARS WORTH OF HOPE SOMEHOW SUNDAY
MORNNG SEEMS MORE LKE THE SABBATH WITH THEM CLICKING
around sleepy and lazy and full of sun.”

WE LKED HM SO MUCH THAT WE TURNED TO AT ODD TIVES AND
HELFED HM WITH HS CARPENTER WORK. WHLE THUS ENGAGED HE
CONFIDED TO US HS INTENTION TO PREACH AGAINST THE GAVBLING THE
NEXT SUNDAY IN THE PLAZA. WE STOPPED HAMVERNG TO CONSIDER



this.

“l SHOUDNT, IF | WERE YOU,” SAD |. “THE GAMBLERS OWN THE
PLAZA; THEY ARE RESFECTED BY THE BULK OF THE COMMUNTY; AND
THEY WONT STAND ANY NONSENSE THEY NONE OF THEM THNK
ANYTHNG OF SHOOTING A MAN IN THER PLACES. | DON'T THNK THEY WILL
stand for it. |am afraid you will be roughly handled.”

“More likely shot,” put in Johnny bluntly.

“Well, well, boys, we’ll see,” said Taylor easily.

NOR COULD WE MOVE HM, IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT, AS WE CAMVE
to see his intention was real, we urged very earnestly against it.

“WHL, IF YOU WILL, YOU WILL,” JOHNNY OONCEDED AT LAST, WITH A
sigh. “We’ll see what we can do to get you a fair show.”

“NOW THAT IS JUST WHAT | DON'T WANT YOU TO DO,” BEGGED THE OLD
MAN EARNESTLY. “I WANT NO VAIN CONTENTION AND STRFE. IF THE LORD
desires that | preach to these sinners, He will protect me.”

IN THE END HE EXTORTED FROM US A RELUCTANT PROMSE NOT TO
mingle in the affair.

“HE's JusT looking FOR TROUBLE,” MUTTERED JOHNNY, “AND THERE'S
NO DOUBT HELL FIND IT. THE GAMBLERS ARBNT ~ GONG TO STAND FOR A
MAN'S CUSSING "BV OUTRGHT ON THER OWN DOORSTEPS—AND | DON'T
KNOW AS | BLAVE THEM. GAMBLING ISNT SUCH A TERRBLE, BLACK,
unforgivable sin as | see it.”

“THAT' S BECAUSE YOU RE AHEAD OF THE GAME, JOHNNY,” DRAWLED
Yank.

“JUST THE SAME THE OLD FOOL IS WRONG,” PERSISTED JOHNNY, “AND
HE'S AS OBSTINATE AS A MULE, AND HE MAKES ME MAD CLEAN
THROUGH. NEVERTHELESS HE'S A GOOD OLD SORT, AND I'D HATE TO SEE
him hurt.”

THE NBAS SPREAD ABROAD, AND THERE WAS MUCH SPECULATION
AS TO WHAT WOULD HAFPEN. IN GENERAL THE SENTIVENT WAS HOSTILE
TO THE FREACHER [T WAS CONSDERED AN UNWARRANTABLE
INTERFERENCE WITH FREEDOM FOR ANY MAN TO ATTEMPT TO DICTATE THE



CONDUCT OF ANOTHER. EVERYBODY AGREED THAT RELIGON WAS ALL
RGHT, BUT BY RALIGON THEY MEANT SOME VAGUE UTTERANCE OF
AATTUDES. ON THE AFFONTED SUNDAY A VERY LARGE CROWD
GATHERED N THE PLAZA. NOBODY KNEW JUST WHAT THE GAMBLERS
INTENDED TO DO ABOUT IT. THOSE COMFETENT OTZENS WERE AS

close mouthed as ever. But it was understood that no nonsense
WAS TO BE PERMTTED, AND THAT THS ANNOYING QUESTION MUST BE
settled at once and fully. As one man expressed it:

“WE LL HAVE THESE FELLOWS CATERWAULING ALL OVER THE FLACE IF WE
don’t shut down on them right sharp off quick.”

TAYLOR ARRVED ABOUT TEN O' CLOCK AND FROCEEDED BRISKLY TO THE
PORK BARREL THAT HAD BEEN ROLLED OUT TO SERVE AS A PULAT. HE
faced a lowering, hostile mob.

“GENTLEVEN,” SAD HE, “F SOME MEANS OF COMVINCATION
existed by which the United States could this morning know that
STREET PREACHNG WAS TO BE ATTEVPTED IN THE STREETS OF SAN
FRANGSCO, THE MORNNG PAPERS, BADLY INFORVED AS TO THE
TEVPER AND DISFOSITION OF THE FEORLE OF THS NEW COUNTRY, WOULD
FEEL THEVSHELVES FULLY JUSTIFED IN PREDICTNG ROT, IF NOT ACTUAL
BLOODSHED. FURTHERVORE, | DO NOT DOUBT THAT THE GREATER DALLIES
WOULD HOLD THER FORVS OPEN TO REFORT THE TRAGEDY WHEN NBWS OF
IT SHOULD COME IN. BUT WE OF THE VWWEST KNOW BETTER THAN THAT. WE
KNOW OURSHELVES ROUGH AND READY, BUT WE KNOW OURSELVES ALSO
TO BE LOVERS OF FAR ALAY. WE KNOW THAT, EVEN THOUGH WE MAY NOT
AGREE WITH A MAN, WE ARE WILLING TO AFFORD HM A FAR HEARNG.
AND AS FOR ROTING OR BLOODSHED, WE CAN AFFORD TO SMLE RATHER
THAN BECOVE ANGRY AT SUCH WIDE MSCONCEPTION OF OUR DECENCY
and sense of fair dealing.”

HAVING IN THS SKILFUL FASHON DRAVWN THE VENOM FROM THE FANGS
OF THE MOB, HE WENT DIRECTLY AHEAD AT HS SERVON, HAMVERNG
BOLDLY ON HS MAJOR THESIS. HE FNSHED IN A RESPECTRUL SILENCE,
CLOSED HS BIBLE WITH A SNAP, AND STRODE AWAY THROUGH THE LANE
the crowd opened for him.



TRUTH TO THL, THERE WAS MUCH IN THE SERVON. GANBLING,
ALTHOUGH CONSDERED ONE OF THE RESPECTABLE AMUSEVENTS,
UNDOUBTEDLY DD A GREAT DEAL OF HARM. IMIEN DROFPED THER LAST
CENTS AT THE TABLES. | REVBVBER ONE YOUNG BUSINESS MAN WHO
HAD SOLD OUT HS SHARE IN HS FRM FOR TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS IN
CASH AND THREE NOTES FOR FIVE THOUSAND EACH. HE HAD EVERY
INTENTION OF TAKING THS LITTLE FORTUNE BACK TO HS FAMLY IN THE
EAST, BUT HE BEGAN GAMBLING. FIRST, HE LOST HS TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS IN CASH. THS TOOK HM JUST TWO DAYS. AFTER VACLLATING
ANOTHER DAY, HE STAKED ONE OF THE NOTES, AT A DISCOUNT, OF
OOURSE. THS HE LOST. A SECOND NOTE FOLLOAED THE FIRST; AND
EVERYBODY CONFIDENTLY EXPECTED THAT THE THRD WOULD DISAPPEAR
IN THE SAME FASHON. BUT JIM RECKETT, WHO WAS A VERY GOOD
sort, took this man aside, and gave him a good talking-to.

“YOU CONFOUNDED FOOL,” SAD HE, “YOURE BARRED FROM MY
TABLES. MY ADVICE TO YOU IS TO GO TO YOUR OLD PARTNERS, TELL THEM
WHAT AN ASS YOU'VE MADE OF YOURSELF, AND ASK THEM TO LET YOU
have a few thousand on that last note. And then you leave on to-
DAY’S PANAMA STEAMVER. AND, SAY, IF THEY WON'T DO T, YOU COVE
to me.”

The young fellow took this advice.

THE PANAMA STEAMERS WERE CROWDED TO THE RALL. INDEED, THE
EXODUS WAS ALMOST AS BRISK AS THE IMMGRATION, JUST AT THS TIVE
OF YEAR A MODERATE PROPORTION OF THOSE GONG OUT HAD BEEN
SUCCESSFUL, BUT THE GREAT MAJORTY WERE DISAPPOINTED. THEY
WERE TIRED, AND DISCOURAGED, AND HOVESICK; AND THER MNDS
WERE OBSESSED WITH THE ONE IDEA—TO GET BAXK. WE wWHO
REVAINED SAW THEM GO WITH CONSIDERABLE BNVY, AND FERHAPS A
GOOD DEAL OF INNER SATISFACTION THAT SOON WE WERE TO FOLLOW. OF
the thousands who were remaining in California, those who had
DEFINTELY AND PERVANENTLY CAST THER LOT WITH THE COUNTRY WERE
LOST IN THE CROWD. THE REST INTENDED TO STAY ANOTHER YEAR, TWO
years, perhaps even three; but then each expected to go back.



[A] Broderick actually manufactured coins with face value of $5 and $10
containing but $4 and $8 worth of gold. The inscription on them was simply that
of the date, the location, and the value. They passed everywhere because they
were more convenient than dust, and it was realized that only the last holders
could lose.






CHAPTER XLV
THE CATASTROPHE

SO THNGS WENT ALONG FOR A MONTH. CHRISTMAS DREW NEAR. EVERY
JONT IN TOAWN WAS PREFARNG FOR A BIG CELEBRATION, AND WE WERE
FULLY IN THE MOOD TO TAKE PART IN IT. THE WWARD BLOOK WAS FINSHED.
FROM TOP TO BOTTOM IT HAD BEEN SWEPT AND CLEARED. CROWDS
CAME EVERY DAY TO ADVIRE THE VARNISH, THE GLASS, THE FIREFLACES,
THE HGH PLASTERED WALLS; TO SNFF THE CLEAN NEW SVELL OF .
EVERYBODY ADMTTED IT TO BE THE FINEST BULDING IN THE OITY. YANK,
JOHNNY, AND | SPENT MOST OF OUR TIVE PROUDLY SHOWING PEOPLE
AROUND, PONTING OUT THE OFFICES THE VAROUS FRVS INTENDED TO
00oUPY. DOWNSTARS JIM RECKETT WAS ALREADY INSTALLING SOME OF
THE SPLENDOURS THAT WERE TO MAKE THE TRANSFLANTED EL DORADO
THE MOST GORGEOUS GAMBLING RLACE IN TOWN. HERE THE RUBLIC
WAS NOT ADMTTED. THE GRAND OFENING, ON NEW YEAR'S DAY, WAS
not thus to lose its finest savour.

ON CHRSTMAS EVE WE WENT TO BED, STRANGELY ENOUGH, VERY
EARLY. ALL THE REST OF THE TOWN WAS CELEBRATING, BUT WE HAD BEEN
BUSY MOVING FURNITURE AND FIXTURES, HAD WORKED LATE IN ORDER TO
FINSH THE JOB, AND WERE VERY TRED. BY THS TIME WE WERE SO
HARDENED THAT WE COULD SLEEP THROUGH ANY SORT OF A RACKET, SO
THE ROW GOING ON BELOW AND ON BOTH SIDES DID NOT BOTHERR US A
bit. I, personally, fellimmediately into a deep slumber.

THE FIRST INTIVATION OF TROUBLE CAME TO ME N MY SLEEP. |
DREAVED WE WERE BACK ON THE PORCUPINE, AND THAT THE STREAM
WAS IN FLOOD. | 0OULD DISTINCTLY HEAR THE ROAR OF [T, AS IT SWEPT BY;
AND | REVBEVBER JOHNNY AND MYSELF WERE TRYING DESPERATELY TO
CLIMB A BIG PINE TREE IN ORDER TO GET ABOVE THE ENCROACHNG
WATERS. A WIND SPRANG UP AND SHOOK THE PINE VIOLENTLY. | CAMVE



SLOWLY TO WAKING CONSCIOUSNESS, THE DREAM FADING INTO REALITY.
YANK WAS STANDING BY MY COT, SHAKING ME BY THE SHOULDER. HE
was fully dressed, and carried his long rifle.

“GET BP” HE TOLD ME. “THERE'S A BIG FIRE ONE OR TWO DOORS
away, and it's headed this way.”

THEN | REALIZED THAT THE ROAR OF THE FLANVES HAD INDUCED MY
dream.

| HASTILY SLIFFED ON MY CLOTHES AND BUCKLED MY GOLD BALT
AROUND MY WAIST. THE FIRE WAS HUVMING AWAY IN A STEADY
CRESCENDO, PUNCTUATED BY CONFUSED SHOUTS OF MANY MEN. LIGHT
FLICKERED REDLY THROUGH THE CRACKS OF THE LOOSHY OONSTRUCTED
hotel building. | found Johnny awaiting me at the door.

“I’'s A HUMMER” HE SAID; “STARTED IN DENSON'S EXCHANGE
They say three men have been killed.”

THE PLAZA WAS BLAOK WITH MEN, THER FACES RED WITH THE LIGHT
OF THE FLAMES. A VOLUNTEER CREW WERE BUSLY DARTING IN AND OUT OF
THE ADUACENT BULDINGS, CARRYING OUT ALL SORTS OF ARTICLES AND
dumping them in the square.

“THERES NO WATER NEARER THAN THE BAY,” AN AOQUAINTANCE
SHOUTED IN OUR EARS. “THERE AIN'T MUCH TO DO. SHELL BURN HERSELF
outin a few minutes.”

THE THREE BULDNGS WERE ALREADY GUTTED. A SHEET OF FIRE
SUCKED STRAIGHT UPWARD IN THE STILL AIR, AS STEADLY AS A CANDLE
FLANE, AND ALMOST AS UNWAVERNG. IT WAS A GRAND AND BEAUTIFUL
SPECTACLE. THE FLIMSY STRUCTURES WENT LIKE PAFER. TALBOT SAW US
standing at a little elevation, and forced his way to us.

“IT WILL DIE DOWN IN FIVE MINUTES,” SAID HE. “VVHAT DO YOU BET ON
Warren'’s place? Do you think she’ll go?”

“It's mighty hot all around there,” said | doubtfully.

“YES, BUT THE FLAVES ARE GOING STRAIGHT UP; AND, AS YOU SAY, IT
will begin to die down pretty soon,” put in Johnny.

“THE WALLS ARE SMOKING A LITTLE” COMVENTED A BYSTANDER



judicially.

“She’s a fine old bonfire, anyway,” said Talbot.

FIFTEEN OR TWENTY MEN WERE TRYING TO HELP WARREN'S RLACE
RESIST THE HEAT. THEY HAD BLANKETS AND RAILS OF WATER, AND WERE
ATTEVPTING TO INTERPOSE THESE FEEBLE DEFENCES AT THE PONTS
MOST SEVERELY ATTACKED. EACH MAN STOOD IT AS LONG AS HE COULD,
then rushed out to cool his reddened face.

“ReVINDS ME OF THE WAY | USED TO FOP CORN WHEN | WAS A
kid,” grinned a miner. “l wouldn’t care for that job.”

“Just the same, they'll save it,” observed Talbot judicially.

ALMOST OOINCIDENT WITH HS WORDS A LONG-DRAWN a-ah! BURST
FROM THE CROAD. A WANDERNG GUST OF WIND CANE IN FROM THE
OCEAN. FOR THE BREFEST INSTANT THE TALL STRAIGHT COLUVN OF FLAVE
BENT GRACEFULLY BEFORE IT, THEN CAVE UPRGHT AGAIN AS IT PASSED.

IN THAT INSTANT IT LICKED ACROSS THE  SIDE WALL OF WARREN'S RLACE,
and immediately Warren'’s place burst into flame.

“Hard luck!” commented Talbot.

The firefighters swarmed out like bees from a disturbed hive.

“Our hotel next,” said Johnny.

“That's safe enough; there’s a wide lot between,” | observed.

A FRESH CREW OF FIREFIGHTERS TOOK THE RLACE OF THE OTHERS—
namely, those personally interested in saving the hotel.

“Lucky the night is so still,” said Talbot.

WE WATCHED WARREN'S ALACE BURN WITH ALL THE HALF GULTY JOY OF
THOSE WHO ARE SORRY; BUT WHO ARE GLAD TO BE THERE F IT HAS TO
happen. Suddenly Talbot threw up his head.

“Feel that breeze?” he cried.

“Suction into the fire,” suggested Johnny.

BUT TALBOT SHOOK HS HEAD IMPATIENTLY, TRYING TO PEER THROUGH
the glare into the sky.

IT WAS A VERY GENTLE BREEZE FROM THE DIRECTION OF THE OCEAN. |
OOULD BARALY FEEL IT ON MY CHEEK, AND IT WAS NOT STRONG ENOUGH



AS YET TO AFFECT IN THE SLIGHTEST THE UPNVARD-ROARNG COLUMN OF
FLAMVE. FOR A MOVENT | WAS INCLINED TO AGREE WITH JOHNNY THAT IT
WAS SIVALY A CURRENT OF AR INDUCED BY THE CONFLAGRATION. BuT
NOW AN UNEASY MOTION BEGAN TO TAKE FLACE IN THE CROWD. MEN
ELBOWED THER WAY HERE AND THERE, VET, CONFERRED, GATHERED IN
KNOTS. IN LESS THAN A MNUTE TALBOT SIGNALLED US. WE MADE OLR
WAY TO WHERE HE WAS STANDNG WITH SAM BRANNAN, CASEY,
Green, and a few others.

“THANK GOD THE WIND IS FROM THE NORTHWEST,” TALBOT SAD
FERVENTLY. “THE WARD BLOCK IS SAFELY TO WINDWARD, AND WE DON'T
NEED TO WORRY ABOUT THAT, ANYWAY. BUT IT IS A WIND, AND IT'S
freshening. We’ve got to do something to stop this fire.”

AS THOUGH TO BVPHASIZE THE NEED FOR SOME SORT OF ACTION, A
SECOND AND STRONGER PUFF OF WIND SENT WHRLING ALOFT A SHOWER OF
sparks and brands.

WE STARTED AT DOUBLE QUICK IN THE DIRECTION OF THE FLIMSY SVALL
STRUCTURES BETWEEN THE OLD EL DORADO AND THE PARKER HOUSE
SOVE MEN, AFTER A MOMENT, BROUGHT ROFES AND AXES. WE
began to tear down the shanties.

BUT BEFORE WE HAD BEEN AT WORK FAVE MNUTES, THE FIRE BEGAN
TO RIN. THE WIND FROM THE SEA INCREASED. BLAZING PECES OF
WOOD ALEW THROUGH THE AR LIKE ARROWS. FLANVES STOOFED IN THER
STRDE, AND LIKED WP THER FREY, AND WENT ON REJOIONG.
STRUCTURES ONE MNUTE DARK AND COLD AND STILL BURST WITH STARTLING
SUDDENNESS AND COMPLETENESS INTO RIOTING CONFLAGRATION. OLR
LITTLE BEGINNING OF A DEFENCE WAS ATTACKED AND CAPTURED BEFORE
WE HAD HAD TIVE TO PERFECT IT. THE HALF DOZEN SHANTIES WE HAD
PULLED TO THE GROUND MERELY FURNISHED PLED FUEL. SOVBAHAT
DEVORALIZED, WE FELL BACK, AND TRED, RATHER VAGURLY, TO DRAW A
SECOND LINE OF DEFENCE. THE SMOKE AND SPARKS SUFFOCATED AND
OVERAVHELMED US, AND THE FOLLOWING FLANES LEAFED UFON US AS
FROM BEHIND AN AMBUSH. SOVE FEW MEN CONTINUED GROPINGLY TO
TRY TO DO SOMETHNG, BUT THE MOST OF US WERE ONLY TOO GLAD TO GET



out where we could catch a breath.

ALMOST IMVEDATELY, HOWEVER, WE WERE HRRED BACK BY
frantic merchants.

“Save the goods!” was the cry.

WE LABOURED LKE SLAVES, CARRYING MERCHANDISE, FIXTURES,
FURNITURE, ANYTHNG AND EVERY THNG FROM THE DARKENED INTERIORS OF
BULDINGS TO THE OPEN SPACES. | WORKED AS | HAD NEVER WORKED
BEFORE, AND NOT ONCE DID | KNOW WHOSE PROPERTY | THUS SAVED. AT
FIRST | GROPED IN THE DARKNESS, SHZING WHAT | cOULD; THEN
GRADUALLY, LIKE THE GLOW OF A RED DAWN, A STRANGE LIGHT GREW,
SHOMNG DMY AND RUDDLY THE HALF-GUESSED FEATURES OF THE
PLACE. [T GLOWED, THIS LIGHT, INCREASING IN FOWER AS HEATING METAL
SLOMY TURNS RED. AND THEN THE FLAMES LIKED THROUGH, AND
dripping with sweat, | abandoned that place to its enemy.

All sense of time and all sense of locality were lost. The world
WAS A STRANGE WORLD OF DEEP, OONCEALING SHADOWS AND STRONG,
REVEALING GLARES, AND A MST OF SMOKE, AND HURRYING, SHOUTING,
EXQTED MULTITUDES. SOMETIVES | FOUND MYSELF IN QUEER LITTLE
TEVPORARY EDDIES OF STILLNESS, WHERE A CERTAIN CALM AND LESURE
seemed to have been insulated. Then for a brief moment or so |
RESTED. OCCASIONALLY | \WOULD FIND MYSELF WITH SOME STRANGER,
and we would exchange brief exclamatory remarks.

“Whole city is going!”

“Looks like it.”

“Hear a roof fell in and killed twenty men.”

“Probably exaggerated.”

“PROBABLY. DON'T CATCH ME UNDER NO FALLING ROOFS! WHEN SHE
gets afire, Iget out.”

“Same here.”

“Well, | suppose we ought to try to do something.”

“Suppose so.”

And we would go at it again.



AT THE BND OF TWO OR THREE HOURS—NO MAN CAN GUESS TIVE IN
SUCH A SITUATION-THE FIRE STOPFED ADVANCNG. | SUFFOSE THE
WIND MUST HAVE CHANGED, THOUGH AT THE TIVE | DID NOT NOTICE IT.

AT ANY RATE, | FOUND MYSELF IN THE GRAY DAWN LOOKING RATHER
STUPDLY AT A ROW OF THE FRAILEST KIND OF CANVAS AND SCANTLING
HOUSES WHCH THE FRE HAD SHEARED CLEANLY IN TWO, AND
wondering why in thunder the rest of them hadn’t burned!

A DENSE PALL OF SMOKE HUNG OVER THE CITY, AND STREAMED
AWAY TO THE SOUTH AND EAST. IN THE BURNED DISTRCT ALL SENSE OF
LOCATION HAD BEEN LOST. WHERE BEFORE HAD BEEN WELL-KNOAN
LANDVARKS NOW LAY A FLAT DESERT. THE FRE HAD BURNED FIERCALY
AND COVFLETELY, AND, IN LACK OF FOOD, HAD DIED DOAN TO ALMOST
NOTHNG. A FEW WISPS OF SMOKE STILL ROSE, A FEW COALS GLOWED,
BUT BESIDE THEM NOTHNG REVAINED TO INDICATE EVEN THE LAYING
OUT OF THE FORVER ALAN. ONLY OVER ACROSS A DEAD ACREAGE OF
ASHES ROSE HERE AND THERE THE REMAINS OF ISOLATED BRICK WALLS.
THEY LOOKED, THROUGH THE EDDYING MSTS AND SMOKE, LKE
ancient ruins, separated by wide spaces.

| GAZED DULLY ACROSS THE WASTE AREA, TAKING DEEP BREATHS,
RESTING, MY MND NUVB. THEN GRADUALLY IT WAS BORNE IN ON VE
THAT THE PLAZA ITSELF LOOKED RATHER MORE BVPTY-SIDED THAN IT
SHOULD. A OOLD HAND GRFFED MY HEART. | BEGAN TO SKRT THE
SMOULDERING BVBERS OF THE SHANTIES AND WOODEN WAREHOUSES,
TRYING TO FOLLOW WHERE THE STREETS HAD BEEN. MEN WERE FROWLING
ABOUT EVERYWHERE, BLACKENED BY SMOKE, THER CLOTHING TORN AND
burned.

“CAN YOU MAKE OUT WHERE HIGGINS'S STORE WAS?” ONE OF THEM
HAILED MVE. “| HAD A LITTLE SHANTY NEXT DOOR, AND SOVE GOLD DUST.
FIGURE | MGHT PN IT OUT OF THE ASHES, IF | 0OULD ONLY FIND THE
place.”

| HAD NO TIVE TO HELP HM, AND LEFT HM FROALING AROUND
seeking for a landmark.

THE PLAZA WAS FULL OF PEOPLE. | MADE MY WAY TO THE NORTHERLY



CORNER, AND, PUSHNG A FASSAGE THROUGH THE BYSTANDERS,
CONTEMRLATED THREE JAGGED, TOTTERNG BRICK WALLS, A HEAP OF
SMOULDERNG DEBRSS, AND A TWISTED TANGLE OF IRON WORK. THS
REPRESENTED ALL THAT REVAINED OF THE WWARD BLOK. THE CHANGE
of wind that had saved the shanties had destroyed our fortune!






CHAPTER XLVI
THE VISION

WITHN TEN HOURS MEN WERE AT WORK REBULDING. VWITHN TEN DAYS
THE BURNED AREA WAS ALL REBULT. IT TOOK US JUST ABOUT THE FORVER
PEROD OF TIVE TO DETERMNE THAT WE WOULD BE UNABLE TO SAVE
ANYTHNG FROM THE WRECK; AND ABOUT THE LATTER PEROD FOR THE
general public to find it out.

TALBOT MADE DESPERATE EFFORTS FOR A FOOTHOLD, AND N
SUCCESSION INTERVIEAED ALL THE BIG MEN. THEY WERE SORRY BUT
THEY WERE FRM. EACH HAD BEEN HARD HIT BY THE FIRE, EACH HAD
HIVSELF TO OOVER, EACH WAS FORCED BY CIRCUMSTANCES TO GRASP
every advantage. Again, they were sorry.

“YES, THEY AREl” ORED TALBOT, “THEY JUST REACH OUT AND GRAB
what ought to be my profits! Well, it's the game. I'd do the same
myself.”

BY THAT NGHT WE KNEW THAT TALBOT HAD LOST EVERY PECE OF
PROPERTY HE OWNED—OR THOUGHT HE OWNED. THE DESTRUCTION OF THE
WARD BLOXX SWEPT AWAY EVERY CENT OF INOOME, WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF THE DVIDENDS FROM THE WHARF COMPANY STOCK.
THESE LATTER COULD NOT BEGIN TO MEET THE OBLIGATIONS OF INTEREST
and agreed payments on the other property.

THE STATE OF AFFAIRS BECAME COMVONLY KNOWN IN ABOUT TEN
DAYS SIVALY BECAUSE, IN THOSE RAPD TIVES, OBLIGATIONS were
NEVER MADE NOR MONEY LENT FOR LONGER PERODS THAN ONE MONTH.

AT THE END OF EACH THRTY DAYS THEY HAD TO BE RENBAED. NATURALLY
Talbot could not renew them.

WE KNEW ALL THAT LONG IN ADVANCE, AND WE FACED THE SITUATION

with some humour.



“WELL, BOYS,” SAD TALBOT, “HERE WE ARE. ABOUT A YEAR AGO, AS
| RBVEVBER IT, OUR ASSETS WERE A BUNDLE OF NEWSPAPERS AND
LESS THAN A HUNDRED DOLLARS. HAVENT EVEN GOT A NBASPAPER
NOW, BUT | RECKON AMONG US WE OOULD JUST ABOUT SCRAFE UP THE
hundred dollars.”

“I'VE GOT NEARER TWENTY-SEVEN HUNDRED IN MY BELT,” | FONTED
out.

An embarrassed silence fell for a moment; then Talbot spoke
up, picking his words very carefully.

“WE VE TALKED THAT OVER, FRANK,” SAID HE, “AND WE VE OOME TO
THE CONCLUSION THAT YOU MUST KEEP THAT AND GO HOME, JUST AS
YOU ALANNED TO DO. YOU RE THE ONLY MAN OF US WHO HAS MANAGED
TO KEEP WHAT HE HAS MADE. JOHNNY FALLS OVERBOARD AND LEAVES
HS IN THE BOTTOM OF THE SACRAMENTO; YANK GETS HIVSELF BUSTED
IN A ROAD-AGENT ROW; HHWELL, | BLOW SOAP BUBBLES! YOU VE KEPT
AT T, STEADY AND STRONG AND RELIABLE, AND YOU DESERVE YOR
GOOD LUCK. YOU SHOULDN'T LOSE THE FRUTS OF YOUR LABOUR BECAUSE
we, each in our manner, have been assorted fools.”

| LISTENED TO THIS SPEECH WITH GROWING INDIGNATION; AND AT ITS
OONCLUSION | ROSE UP FULL OF WHAT | CONSIDERED RGHTEOUS ANGER.
My TBVPER IS VERY SLOW TO ROUSE, BUT WHEN ONCE IT WAKES, IT
takes possession of me.

“LOOK HERE, YOU FELLOWS!” | CRED, VERY REDINTHE  FACE, THEY TELL
ME. “YOU ANSWER ME A FEW QUESTIONS. ARE WE OR ARE WE NOT
PARTNERS? ARE WE OR ARE WE NOT FRENDS? DO YOU OR DO YOU NOT
consider me a low-lived, white-livered, mangy, good-for-nothing
YELLOW PUP? WHY, CONFOUND YOUR PUSILLANMOUS SOULS, WHAT DO
YOU MEAN BY TALKING TO ME IN THAT FASHON? FOR JUST ABOUT TWO
CENTS I'D BUST YOUR FOOL NECKS FOR YOU-EVERY ONE OF YOU!” | GLARED
VINDCTVELY AT THBM “DO YOU SUPFOSE I'D MAKE ANY SUCH
PROFOSITION TO ANY OF YOU-TO ASK YOU TO SNEAK OFF LKE A
whipped cur leaving me to take the—’

“HoD ON, FRANK,” INTERFOSED TALBOT SOOTHNGLY. “| DDNT



mean—’

“‘DIDNT YoU?” | ORED. “WHEL, WHAT IN HELL DD YOU MEAN?
WERENT YOU TRYING TO MAKE ME OUT A QUTTER?” | HAD SUCCEEDED
IN WORKING LOOSE MY HEAVY GOLD BELT, AND | DASHED IT ON THE
TABLE IN FRONT OF THEM. “THEREl NOW YOU SEND FOR SOME GOLD
SCALES, RGHT NOW, AND YOU DVIDE THAT P RIGHT HEREl DAMN IT
ALL, BOYS,” | ENDED, WITH WHAT TO A CYNICAL BYSTANDER WOULD HAVE
SEEMED RATHER A FUNNY SLUVP INTO THE PATHETIC, “l THOUGHT WE
were all real friends! You've hurt my feelings!”

IT WAS VERY YOUNG, AND VERY RDICULOUS—AND PERHAPS (| CAN SAY
IT FROM THE VANTAGE OF FIFTY YEARS) JUST A LITTLE TOUCHNG. AT ANY
RATE, WHEN | HAD FINSHED, MY OOVRADES WERE LOOKING IN ALL
DRECTIONS, AND TALBOT CLEARED HS THROAT A NUVBER OF TIVES
before he replied.

“WHy, FRANK,” HE SAID GENILY, AT LAST, “OF COURSE WELL TAKE MT—
WE NEVER DREAMED-OF COURSE-IT WAS STUPD OF US, I'LL ADMT.
Naturally, | see just how you feel—’

“IT COVES TO ABOUT SEVEN HUNDRED APECE, DON'T IT?” DRAWLED
Yank.

THE COMVONRLACE REMARK SAVED THE SITUATION FROM BATHOS,
as lam now certain shrewd old Yank knew it would.

“WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO WITH YOUR SHARES, BOYS?” ASKED
TALBOT AFTER A WHLE. “GOING BACK HOME, OR MNING? SFEAK LP,
Yank.”

Yank spat accurately out the open window.

“I'VE BEEN FIGGERNG,” HE REFLIED. “AND WHEN YOU OOME RGHT
DOWN TO IT, WHAT' S THE USE OF GOING BACK? AIN'T IT JUST AN IDEE WE
GOT THAT IT'S THE PROFER THING TO DO? WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH THS
country, anyway-barring mining?”

“Barring mining?” echoed Talbot.

“TO HELL WITH MNING!” SAID YANK; “T'S ALL RGHT FOR A VACATION,
BUT IT AN'T NOWAYS A WHTE MAN'S STIDDY WORK. WELL, WE HAD OUR



vacation.”

“Then you're not going back to the mines?”

“Not any!” stated Yank emphatically.

“Nor home?”

“No.”

“What then?”

“I'M GONG TO TAKE UP A FARM P THAR WHAR THE PINE BOYS IS
SETTLED, AND I'M GOING TO ENJOY LIFE REASONABLE. THAR'S GOOD SOL,
AND THAR'S WATER, THAR'S ALEASANT PROSFECTS, AND LOTS OF GAMVE
AND FISH. WHAT MORE DOES A MAN WANT? AND WHAT MAKES NE
sick is that it's been thar all the time and it's only just this minute
've come to see it.”

“Mines for you, Johnny, or home?” asked Talbot.

“ME, HOVE?” CRED JOHNNY; “WHY—" HE CHEOKED HIVSELF, AND
ADDED MORE QUETLY. “NO, I'M NOT GONG HOME. THERE'S NOTHNG
THERE FOR VE BUT A GOOD TIVE, WHEN YOU COME RIGHT DOWN TO IT.
AND MNES? IT STRKES ME THAT FRESH GOLD IS EASY TO GET, BUT
almighty hard to keep.”

“You never said a truer word than that, Johnny,” | put in.

“BESDES WHCH, | QUT MNNG SOME TIVE AGO, AS YOU
REVEVBER,” WENT ON JOHNNY, “DUE TO AN ARTISTIC AVERSION TO HARD
work,” he added.

“Any plans?” asked Talbot.

“I THNK T'LL JUST DRIFT UP TO SONOMA AND TALK THNGS OVER WITH
DANNY RANDALL,” REFLIED JOHNNY VAGUELY. “HE HAD SOVE SORT OF
an idea of extending this express service next year.”

“And you?” Talbot turned to me.

“,” SAD |, FIRVLY, “AM GONG TO TURN OVER MY SHARE IN A
BUSINESS PARTNERSHP WITH YOU; AND IN THE MEANTIVE | EXPECT TO
GET A JOB DRIVING TEAM WITH JOHN MOGLYNN FOR ENOUGH TO RAY THE
board bill while you rustle. And that goes!” | added warningly.

“THANK YOU, FRANK,” REFLIED TALBOT, AND | THOUGHT | SAW HS



BRGHT EYE DM HE HELD SILENT FOR A MOMVENT. “DO YOU KNOW,” HE

SAID SUDDENLY, “| BELEVE WERE ON THE RGHT TRACK. IT ISNT THE
GOLD. THAT IS A BAIT, A GLITTERNG BAIT, THAT ATTRACTS THE WORLD TO
THESE SHORES. IT'S THE COUNTRY. THE GOLD BRNGS THEV, AND OUT OF
THE HORDES THAT COME, SOVE, LIKE US, WILL STICK. AND AFTER THE
GOLD IS DUG AND SCATTERED AND ALL BUT FORGOTTEN, WE WILL FIND THAT
we have fallen heirs to an empire.”

THE END
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