


It 1is July, 2013. World War III has been raging for several years. The earth’s
population has been virtually decimated by nuclear bombing and fallout, fam-
ine, and disease. The surviving ten percent of the world’s population remains
engaged in conflict. Military action still occurs - when there is sufficient fuel,
ammunition and manpower — and all the civilians can do is try to stay alive.

Using real-world events through 2007 as a basis, Twilight: 2013 tells the sto-
ry of our planet’s slide into oblivion, pitching players into a world devastated
by war and ravaged by disease, immersing them in the tattered remnants of a
place that is both familiar and alien. Twilight: 2013 1s the core rule book for
the 3rd Edition of the popular Twilight: 2000 series of RPG games originally
published by GDW.

The main rules set provides a detailed character creation system which al-
lows players to choose to side either with the veterans of the world’s military
forces, or with the civilians who are caught up in the conflicts. With a staged
rules system that caters to both novice and experienced players, Twilight:
2013 lets you choose to participate further in the world’s downfall, or help in
the struggle to preserve and rebuild.

Fans of Twilight: 2000 will notice that Twilight: 2013 has evolved into a rich
character-based role-playing experience, set against a military backdrop, with
both military and civilian paths from which to choose.




. I went into a public-'ouse to get a pint o’ beer,
The publican ‘e up an’ sez, “We serve no red-coats here.”

e The girls be’ind the bar they laughed an’ giggled fit to die,

Sy _ I outs into the street again an’ to myself sez I:

R O it's Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, go away”;

' But it's “Thank you, Mister Atkins”, when the band begins to play,
The band begins to play, my boys, the band begins to play,

O it's “Thank you, Mister Atkins”, when the band begins to play.

i, R Ln

| went into a theatre as sober as could be,
™~ They gave a drunk civilian room, but ‘adn’t none for me;

L 2 They sent me to the gallery or round the music-alls,

But when it comes to fightin’, Lord! they’ll shove me in the stalls!
For it's Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, wait outside”;
But it’s “Special train for Atkins” when the trooper’s on the tide,
The troopship’s on the tide, my boys, the troopship’s on the tide,
O it's “Special train for Atkins” when the trooper’s on the tide.

Yes, makin’ mock o’ uniforms that guard you while you sleep

: Is cheaper than them uniforms, an’ they’re starvation cheap;
s An’ hustlin’ drunken soldiers when they’re goin’ large a bit
- Is five times better business than paradin’ in full kit.
5 Then it's Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, ‘ow’s yer soul?”
b s a0 But it’'s “Thin red line of ‘eroes” when the drums begin to roll,

The drums begin to roll, my boys, the drums begin to roll,
O it’'s “Thin red line of ‘eroes” when the drums begin to roll.

A We aren’t no thin red ‘eroes, nor we aren’t no blackguards too,
RGNS But single men in barricks, most remarkable like you;

AL AN An’ if sometimes our conduck isn’t all your fancy paints,

.'j;‘;;'.;_ _‘”\._ o Why, single men in barricks don’t grow into plaster saints;

T N While it’'s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, fall be’ind”,

iy : But it's “Please to walk in front, sir”, when there’s trouble in the wind,
There’s trouble in the wind, my boys, there’s trouble in the wind,
O it's “Please to walk in front, sir”, when there’s trouble in the wind.

You talk o’ better food for us, an’ schools, an’ fires, an’ all:
We'll wait for extry rations if you treat us rational.
" Don’t mess about the cook-room slops, but prove it to our face
- The Widow’s Uniform is not the soldier-man’s disgrace.
For it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Chuck him out, the brute!” o
But it’s “Saviour of ‘is country” when the guns begin to shoot; b
An’ it's Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ anything you please;
An’ Tommy ain’t a bloomin’ fool -- you bet that Tommy sees!

-- Rudyard Kipling
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Surprise, when it happens to a government, is likely to be a complicated, diffuse, bureaucratic thing. It includes neglect of responsibility,

but also responsibility so poorly defined or so ambiguously delegated that action gets lost. It includes gaps in intelligence, but also
intelligence that, like a string of pearls too precious to wear, is too sensitive to give to those who need it. It includes the alarm that fails to

those that everyone assumes that somebody else has taken care of.
— Julian Critchey, Warning and Response

It is now mid-July 2013. By most accounts World War 111,
the Twilight War as it is commonly referred to, has raged
officially for almost three years. But in reality, the fighting goes
back much further than that, at least a decade prior. When did it
begin? How did it start? This chapter describes the major events
that contributed to the Twilight War of Twilight: 2013.

Some historians openly refer to the 2006 global bushfire
wars collectively as the beginning of World War I11. By modest
accounts there were over 30 armed conflicts raging on four
continents. Some were traditional wars being fought over
territory; some were part of spreading religious fundamentalism.
The acceptance of this idea reached as high up as major political
leaders of several countries, including a former U.S. republican
Speaker of the House. Although, it was still several years before
there was any doubt that the Twilight War was at least in its
infancy if not full blown adolescence.

Politically the next couple of years followed in the same
footsteps as previous years with hardliners, fundamentalists
and conservatives winning several major elections around the
world. Most notably in 2006, Mexico elected a conservative
president, and Hamas prevailed in Palestinian elections.
The main exception to this was in the United States, where
democrats managed to win a majority in both the House and
Senate of the U.S. congress and eventually claimed the White
House in 2008.

Other than continued conflict and hard talk, the next few
years also witnessed increased food production problems. With
so much food being grown and processed, it was hard to see
these problems could be forbearers of future calamity. In the
US alone there were well over 100 separate food recalls due
to contaminations ranging from E. coli to simple allergens in
2006. This amounted to 100s of tons of meat, vegetables and
processed foods. With a country as large of the US this wasn’t
necessarily a major problem, but coupled with the fact that the
US was a large exporter of agricultural products, problems in
the US supply chain affected many other countries.

Overall, the Twilight War was a combination of many
factors...

Global War on Terror

Terrorist activities were a real concern even before 9/11.
For almost a decade before the Twilight War, terrorism
was a common front page story. Terrorist activities stretched
across the globe; Philippines, Spain, England, Iraq, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Israel, Georgia, Somalia, Columbia, etc. However
the most prominent activities recently emanated from lIraq
and the Middle East. The Global War of Terror in both Iraq
and Afghanistan provided hard core training and battlefield
experience to many jihadists. This training later proved to be
a major hindrance during the Twilight War, as experienced
fighters were exported to other regions to further their
causes.

While terrarism is a real concern in the players’ world,
terrorism was only a part in the Twilight War. The focus of
this edition is not terrorism or religious extremism. Although
there is room for these types of factions in the aftermath of the
Twilight War.

“+ work but also the alarm that has gone off so often it has been disconnected... It includes the contingencies which occur to no one, but also

2007

2007 continues with the same pace of violence, upheaval and
conflict as did previous years. The United Nations swears in its last
Secretary-General. China successfully tests a new ballistic missile
that has the ability to destroy space based satellites. The U.S. steps
up its involvement in Iraq with the commitment of 21,500 extra
soldiers. This is just January.

Russia cuts oil supplies to Germany, Poland and Ukraine for
three days. Russia cuts off oil supplies along the Druzhba pipeline
to prevent Belarus illegally siphoning off oil. This in turn affectes
the supply chain in Germany, Poland and the Ukraine as Russia
begins to flex its muscles once again.

At the beginning of the year the European Union Battle
groups (EU BGs) reache their operational capacity. Most of the
EU BGs consist of multi-national groups numbering around 1500
soldiers plus command and support services. The EU BGs are the
first steps towards a common EU military. The first EU BGs are
rotated so that two of them are ready for deployment within 5 to
10 days.

The 2006 United States Congressional elections result in a
centrist shift in the nation’s legislative body. Growing displeasure
with the incumbent administration’s policies fuel many campaigns,

and a large crop of freshman Senators and Representatives find - 2

themselves attracting attention from others facing reelection in
two years.
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Almost as soon as the new members of Congress take their
oaths of office, national and world attention swings from their
bright new faces to the 2008 Presidential election. Both major
parties almost immediately hit the campaign trail. By midsummer
there are 18 mainstream candidates with more potential still
undeclared. Many states also move their primaries earlier in hopes
of drawing more attention and political clout to their elections. The
democratic and republican candidates are determined before the
end of February of 2008.

On top of political changes in the U.S., 2007 also sees a
continuation of the food recallswhichwere dramatically highlighted
in the previous year. In addition to food and agricultural products,
recalls also affect toothpaste, animal feed and even pet food. These
tainted products are linked to China.

The U.S. isn’t the only country to see a shift in political power
this year. England watches a changing of the guard as the Prime
Minister steps down, and a new more parliamentary minded First
Lord assumes the helm. France holds elections with both the
presidency and legislature secured by the same party, thus giving
control of French policy to a single right wing, U.S.-friendly party.
In the spring, the Ukrainian president dissolves their parliament
and sets elections for the fall. The elections are widely seen as a
fraud after the pro-president coalition takes control and ousts the
former Prime Minister.

Venezuela’s leftist President maintains his war of words with
his American counterpart. With the shift in the American Congress,
the Venezuelan tactics alter from antagonizing the leader of the
large northern nation to ignoring him in favor of developing ties
to the new legislative leadership and the governors of individual
states.

Irag continues to dominate international concerns and
American foreign policy. The civil war between rival Islamic
factions worsens throughout the year, despite the best efforts of
the international community to negotiate — or force — peaceful
settlements. Neighboring Iran covertly assists Shiite militants,
which prompts an equal Sunni response from Saudi Arabia.
Longstanding tensions between the two oil-rich nations hampers
other multinational efforts, and the violence in Iraq continues
unabated. In addition, Turkey begins armed incursions into the
north to deal with Kurdistan Workers’ Party (known as the PKK)
rebels based out of Iragi Kurdistan. Between Iran, Saudi Arabia
and Turkey, by the end of the year there will be of over 20,000
foreign operatives inside the borders of Irag.

In Afghanistan, American and allied forces continue
their almost-forgotten campaign against Taliban and Al-
Qaeda guerrillas. The Afghan government begins pressuring
the American leadership to assist in internal law-enforcement
efforts, particularly against opium growers, further stretching the
already-overextended forces. Dwindling opium production, which
was almost destroyed under the Taliban, dramatically increases
production during Operation Enduring Freedom. Media coverage
begins to force the newly democratic government to act against the
growing opium trade straining relations with farmers and regional
warlords who view this as a cash crop.

Pakistan’s internal strife begins to boil over in the summer.
The president’s crackdown on militant groups inside the country
leads to the Lal Masjid (Red Mosque) confrontation. The standoff
with the Red Mosque leaves scores dead and wounded and severely
tests the president’s position. This standoff, however, sets off a
chain of events resulting in a wave of violence that sweeps through
the country. So penetrating are the operations against extremist
groups that Al-Qaeda declares war against Pakistan. £

In November, the Pakistani president declares a state of
emergency and suspends the constitution. Protests demand that
elections be held. Instead, thousands are arrested. The rest of &
the world looks on in shock as the country begins to devolve into




chaos. Pakistan’s ability to secure its nuclear weapons is called into
question, and many countries in the region put their militaries on
high alert. The internal strife continues throughout the year and
into next year.

November also sees a change of leadership in Australia.
The new party in power runs almost exclusively on withdrawing
Australian troops from combat missions in Irag and addressing
climate change. The U.S. led mission in lraq is quickly losing
partners and gaining enemies.

Low-intensity wars in Africa continue on, mostly ignored
by the rest of the world. Ethiopia’s increasing involvement in
Somalia’s civil war causes concerns in Eritrea and Sudan — the
latter nation already embroiled in conflict in its western Darfur
region. By the end of the year there more than 200,000 are killed
in the Darfur conflict alone.

Like the previous couple of years, natural disasters also lend
a hand in deteriorating the global situation. Large portions of the
world are covered in drought throughout the year, including rich
farm countries like China and the U.S. Floods sweep through many
countries from England to China to the U.S. Earthquakes continue
to strike the ring of fire. The Solomon Islands quake being one of
the largest of the year, leaves thousands homeless and completely
wipes out at least 13 entire villages. All of these disasters combine
to put pressure on worldwide food resources; droughts and floods
lessen the production, while contamination, earthquakes and
other disasters begin to use up the available surplus.

2008

This year begins even more turbulent than 2007 ends. While
previous years definitely added to the potential for the Twilight

* War, 2008 will be judged as the point of no return. In retrospect,

the events of this year make it hard to believe that World War 111
is unavoidable. Global stability begins to decrease rapidly, and by
the end of the year some form of chaos will touch every corner of

the globe.

In the U.S., January marks the beginning of the presidential
election primaries. Surprisingly the Democratic ticket is won by
a former governor from the southwest. This pits him against the
hardnosed Republican from New York.

Reports in from late 2007 signaled trouble for Afghanistan.
These reports prove eerily prophetic in the early months of the
year. Over 60% of Afghanistan is reportedly under control of the
former oppressive extremist government, and terrorists roam
freely about the countryside. Coalition forces are under increasing
attacks, and the first part of the year sees death tolls comparable to
that of Iraq from 2006.

Elections are held in Pakistan in February. The result is called
into question immediately, with the incumbent president winning
in a landslide. Considering the political unrest, the continued
protests and the military power the president still wields, most
believe the election results to be a fraud. Western reporters are
expelled fromthe country or arrested. The UN electoral commission
is not allowed into the country, and a repeated request from the
U.S. and EU for democracy is ignored.

Pakistan and India step up their standoff over the disputed
Kashmir region. Due to last year's Red Mosque incident and
the continued political unrest, Pakistan cracks down hard on
extremists and political protesters. This puts more pressure on
the Pakistani military that shifted more trained and experienced
soldiers away from the Kashmir Line of Control. India begins to
ratchet up its efforts against separatist militants in the wake.

The European Union peacekeeping force, the EUFOR Chad/
CAR, begins deployment to Chad in February. The force deployed
to the UN mission has 4,300 troops from 11 European countries,
with the French responsible for nearly half of the contingent. Their
mission mandate is to protect civilians, humanitarian aid and UN
personnel.

In March, yet another toy and food recall is issued for products
made in China. The U.S. is hit hardest as it imported over 90%
of the recalled material. In addition to an already difficult year of
recalls from Chinese made goods, this time one of the tainted food




__and production costs in Eastern Europe. While not as cheap as

products is believed to have caused the death of a U.S. Senator’s
grandson. The U.S. government enacts swift action and imposes a
strict ban on Chinese imports until safeguards and inspections are
in place. Many European countries quickly follow the American
action with Chinese import bans of their own.

In China, manufacturing companies begin massive layoffs.
This sends a flood of people into the workforce, lowering wages
and forcing many people into poverty. This causes a ripple effect
in the Chinese economy as its own retail markets are forced to
lower prices, creating more problems for those employed in the
retail sectors. On top of that, the Chinese people were not the only
ones affected. The ban effectively cuts billions of dollars out of the
government’s budget, one largely focused on military spending.

By the end of the year (since the ban will not be lifted until the
summer of 2009), China is thrown into a great depression. Rather
than blame government and manufacturing practices, many of its
people blame the west and specifically the U.S. for their lot in life.
Military enlistments will be at an all time high this year.

While in the U.S., consumer confidence plummets, and prices

rise. Several old, large companies who moved their manufacturing

to China file for bankruptcy and close down. The ban affects many
aspects of American and European life from food to electronics.
Thereare shortages of many of the products that westerncivilization
has taken for granted. In addition, due to the effect the ban has at
the corporate level, layoffs take place in all sectors forcing millions
of Americans and Europeans into unemployment.

Many U.S. companies look to Mexico to replace their cheap
Chinese labor and materials. Within months many new plants are

- builtin Mexico. For atime this even begins to solve the immigration

problems in the U.S. as scores of illegal immigrants cross back into

- . Mexico for work.

The same pattern emerges with many European companies
(although on a smaller scale than the U.S.) looking for cheap labor

Chinese or Mexican based plants, Eastern Europe offers cheaper
production costs than those in Western Europe.
The U.S. government shifts focus towards homeland projects
designed to repair the economic situation. Adding that this is an
election year, every politician under the sun unveils a recovery
plan. In all actuality though, little gets accomplished, and many
foreign endeavors are placed in limbo, including the Global War
of Terror.
After years of relative quiet, several countries in South
America begin to make headlines during the summer. The war of
words between the leaders of Columbia and Venezuela heats up
and boils over into the general populace. In addition to severing
all diplomatic contact last year, the Venezuelan president also
imposes strict border controls and an embargo against all
Columbian trade.
This action not only severs ties with the Columbian
government but also enrages drug lords who use Venezuela as a
point of departure for their drug trade. Border incidents increase
as drug-related insurgents attempt to circumvent the increased
border security. Pretty soon, rumors spread about Venezuelan
ground forces crossing the border and operating inside the
Columbian territory. The American Special Forces presence in
Columbia is increased to help deal with the crisis.
The situation is finally brought under control thanks to a
Brazilian led six nation summit, including Columbia, Venezuela,
Argentina, Guyana, Peru and Brazil. In return for normalized
diplomatic relations with Columbia, Venezuelan is granted
increased trade and economic opportunities from the summits
participating countries. The accepted view is that most of the
South American countries are strong-armed into the agreement by SR :
Venezuela because of their oil. Even the U.S. seems to reluctantly
hold off criticizing the agreement.
After failed talks last year, North and South Korea again agree -«
to enter into peaceful negotiations. While the world watches the .
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Olympics in Beijing, the Korean leaders meet for a 5 day summit
in the middle of the summer to discuss denuclearization of the
north and other peaceful initiatives between the two countries.
North Korea suppresses their historic obstinacy and several major
accomplishments come out of this historic summit.

North Korea agrees to denuclearization in exchange for
technology, oil and food (all in short supply). The South Korean
President puts forth a Korean Peninsula peace arrangement
to formally end the Korean War. Having tried the year before
unsuccessfully, this move is largely seen as political. Surprising
the world audience, the North readily agrees to it, declaring peace
between North and South Korea. Thus on August 21st, the Korean
War officially ends, 58 years after it began.

In November Americans go to the polls and elect a new
president. This election is marred in character assassinations and
petty politics. Even so, the American people vote overwhelmingly
for a change in policy and direction. In a landslide victory,
democrats win back the White House. In addition, democrats
continue their congressional victories of 2006 and increase their
majority in both houses of Congress.

The U.S. and Pakistan are not the only countries holding
presidential elections this year. Russians elect another ex-KGB
official as their president. His platform involves taking a hard line
against internal extremist groups and the pro democracy west. He
also reiterates Russia’s right to a pre-emptive military strike in the
name of national interest.

Presidential elections were also held in Taiwan. A win by the
pro independence DPP party increases the tensions between the
two Chinas. The day after the election results are made public, the
Chinese premier announces China’s right to a pre-emptive military
strike in the name of national interest.

In Iraq the situation continues to deteriorate as more and
more violence rages across the country. At the beginning of the

* year, there was a hope that American forces could begin to redeploy

and draw down, but as the year progresses, attacks increase by
innovative insurgent and terrorist forces. Attacks become more
high-profile and deadly. Rather than seemingly random acts of
violence, they become more strategic and surgical in nature.

The most significant act of the year takes place during a
Shiite pilgrimage to the holy city of Karbala, which had been the
target of several large scale bombings each year since the invasion.
With over 100,000 pilgrims present, five gasoline tanker trucks
are simultaneously exploded inside the city. The explosions and
subsequent panic leave an estimated 5,000 dead and injured.

The Ukraine holds presidential elections early in December
this year, where a hard liner with KGB connections is elected
president. As with the previous elections, this year’s is not without
controversy. Pro-parliamentary forces band together under one
banner - The Rada, or council. The Rada splits into two camps; the
political arm, which continues to wage a war of words against the
president and his puppet parliament; and the insurrectionary arm,
whose goal is to unseat the presidency by means of force.

One of the oddest causes for the preludes to the Twilight War
begins to surface this year. As demand grows for alternative and
greener fuel sources, many farmers in the U.S. and worldwide
begin shifting their entire crops to produce corn. The majority
of this corn is destined for ethanol production plants. This shift
causes a decrease in agricultural food stores by over 20%, which
are already hurting in the U.S. due to the Chinese ban.

By the end of 2008, thanks to this shift, drought, E. coli,
salmonella and other causes, many developed countries start to
experience wide spread food shortages. The need to feed their

~own people soon takes precedence over humanitarian aid to less

developed nations. Many third world countries that depended
upon food exports in the form of aid from countries like the U.S.
experience systematic starvation.
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The Treaty of Lisbon, signed by the EU countries in 2007, enters
into force on January 1st. The treaty carries out several reforms in ? N
the EU, many of which have no effect in the life of ordinary citizens
as the treaty is mostly political in nature. The most visible change
is the selection of the President of the European Council, a position
which has important symbolic value even if the president has no
executive powers. Later this year, the European Council appoints
its first permanent president, an ultra-conservative Frenchman who
was once a prospect for a high level position in the current French
administration.

January 20, 2009 the newly elected U.S. democratic president
assumes office and by the end of the month issues orders for the ‘
redeployment of troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. His first move P
is to decrease the number of troops in Iraq to around 100,000, a a s ;}-'
bringing the majority of those soldiers home, while shifting some >
to Afghanistan. The reductions in forces also include naval forces b
located in the Persian Gulf. By mid-summer U.S. naval presence in '
the area is also reduced, but it is still above its pre-war numbers.

The new American policy is to focus on fighting extremist
groups. The U.S. forces remaining in lraq are redeployed to areas :
outside of Baghdad. Their mission is shifted to three areas of focus: e
national border security, training of Iraqgi security personnel and !
combating extremist groups, rather than provide for population
security. iy,

In contrast to the old strategy, the new shift in direction shows itns 4
quick progress for the first six months of the year. Since the bombing
in Karbala, Iragis have shown real progress towards peaceful R
reconciliation. The bombing has the effect of actually bringing the . '--_~ -
country together rather further driving a wedge between religious
factions.

Combined with the withdrawal of one third of the American
forces, Iraqi politicians and religious leaders begin to find ways to
make their government work for all Iraqis. The lragi army steps up
to replace American forces in Baghdad. The Iraqgi Prime Minister
replaces the entire Ministry of Interior staff and promotes a Kurd
to the position of Interior Minister. The national police force is then
purged of its sectarian leadership by the new Interior Minister.

American forces also experience a higher level of success on the
terrorism and insurgency front than in previous years. In the early
months of the year, U.S. forces interdict several large shipments of
weapons and reinforcements from Iran. One such shipment carries
Iranian uniformed soldiers and a high level officer (although his
identity is never released). The renewed efforts of the Americans,
as well as the loss of their major supply of equipment and logistics,
force the extremists groups to retreat and reorganize.

A casualty of the ban on Chinese imports from the U.S. is the
Three Gorges Dam in China. Cutbacks in the Chinese budget force
many cost cutting measures to be implemented in its construction.
It is completed in February of this year; however, within weeks
cracks begin to appear and other structural elements show signs of
fatigue and stress. On May 13th, water begins to break through a
large crack in the surface. Two days later, the dam almost completely
disintegrates.

The dam’s rupture causes flooding on an epic scale along the
Yangtze River valley. Over three thousand square kilometers are
flooded and over 5,000 people are reportedly killed or listed as
officially missing, while an additional 900,000 more are affected
in some way. The dam’s collapse also causes wide-scale power
interruptions throughout the region. It takes almost two months to
return power in some areas. !

In June, one of the largest car bombs ever explodes in
Islamabad, Pakistan destroying an entire city block and killing the
president of Pakistan and several key National Assembly members




in the process. The Prime Minister immediately assumes power but
is assassinated within the week. Seizing the moment, the former
exiled ex-president assumes control of the government while the
top Pakistani General assumes command of its armed forces.

This splitting of power creates a tension between the military
and the government. Prior to the previous president’s coup, the
control was split sufficiently for the military to conveniently ignore

politicians. The new government begins pro-reform crackdowns
aimed at reigning in the military and stopping the carnage that
is swallowing the country. The military however is continuing its
operations against extremist and anti-government forces.

On July 15th, most of the Caribbean and the southern half of
Florida are decimated by Hurricane Larry, a category five hurricane.
Hardest hit is Cuba. The island is left utterly destroyed; even the




.U.S. base at Guantanamo is completely leveled. While the U.S. is

kept busy dealing with the devastation from Hurricane Larry in
Florida, Cuba’s longtime ally Venezuela comes to its rescue.

Hurricane Larry strikes Florida as a category five hurricane
with wind speeds exceeding 265 km/hr. Larry makes landfall
about 20 miles south of Miami and proceeds up the middle of the
state for about 200 miles before heading back out to the Atlantic
near Orlando. The level of destruction exceeds that of Hurricane
Katrina from 2005. Having learned their lessons from Katrina,
officials activate almost the entire southeastern military might
immediately to assist in the disaster.

The U.S. government sends only a small detachment of
marines to secure the U.S. base at Guantanamo and evacuate the
survivors. Only a few of the prisoners survive, fueling speculation
(and congressional inquiries) for years about the actual
happenings during the hurricane. With Venezuelan forces on the
ground already, the situation becomes tense and soon mirrors the
Cuban missile crisis decades before. Cuba officially denies U.S.
forces access to their base and rejects all offers of humanitarian
aid. With the destruction of the naval base at Guantdnamo, Cuban
officials use this as an opportunity to end what they feel is an illegal
occupation by the U.S.

After weeks of political wrangling, the U.S. decides not to press
the issue and reluctantly withdrawals. With a stretched military
and the threat of the loss of Venezuelan oil, the U.S. has no real
alternatives (except an unappealing military one). In retaliation,
the U.S. steps up its Coast Guard interdictions in the Caribbean.
Many of these “interdictions” involve “official” Venezuelan cargo
ships destined for Cuba. These actions further exacerbate the
growing tensions over Venezuela in the entire region.

At the same time a tremendous heat wave stretches across
most of the northern hemisphere during the summer months. The
effects of this heat wave are far worse than those of 2003. By the

* time it begins to cool down, almost 60,000 people are dead with

a 50% shortfall in crops worldwide. Unlike the 2003 heat wave,
almost every French vineyard is completely devastated, adding to
the psychological torment of the Parisian people.

Whole harvests are destroyed in the sweltering heat, and
the food reserve in many countries is rapidly depleted. Not only
is the current yield affected, but the seed crop for the following
years is stunted. This leaves many countries not only hurting this
year but also for several years to come. The strain on the U.S. and
other nation’s food aid exports is almost at its breaking point.

The economic strain is also too tough for many countries to
bear. No harvest means no food to eat, but it also means no money
from crop sales. Economic pressure points surface: low water
levels threaten everything from generating power to fighting fires,
outdoor events suffer low attendance, movie production delays
from being unable to film in the heat, and even tourism rates drop
as people stay away from “hot” locations. This creates further
problems both nationally and internationally for many countries.
Tensions rise between the “haves” and the “have nots” countries.

Because of the continued redeployments of combat troops
in the Middle East and North Koreas’' quiet and accommodating
manner since the peace treaty of 2008, the U.S. officially ends its
military presence on the Korean peninsula in August. Almost all
of the 35,000 troops stationed there are shifted to Afghanistan
and Irag, allowing a large contingent of Army personnel to cycle
back stateside. Only a thousand U.S. soldiers and Department
of Defense (DoD) civilians remain in South Korea in a logistics
capacity and to continue the combined relationship in affect for
the last 60 years.

Since the car bombing that killed the Pakistani president,
India has been beefing up its troop strength along the Kashmir
border. Its public goal is to deter terrorism from spill over into its
region, while its private reasoning focuses on the hope of possibly
taking advantage of the chaos to seize the disputed area. By
September, India enjoys a 4 to 1 superiority along the border.

The Libyan leader dies in September. Because he actually
has no official state title and Libya being “a state of the masses”,
no person replaces him. Instead the Prime Minister steps up and
assumes all of the formers duties and responsibilities. The death of
the Libyan leader causes great unrest throughout the west as they
prepare for all possibilities, but by the end of the year most fears
are subdued.

One of the Prime Minister’s first acts as de facto head of state
is to continue to expand the Great Manmade River project. Libya
contracts with several additional large European companies to
develop the project. In exchange for their assistance Libya grants
themall large swathes of land (about 10 sg. km. each) near Benghazi
along the Mediterranean coast. The companies quickly setup their
own company towns, construct ports, and begin importing in
thousands of workers (both labor and security).

In additional to public works, the Prime Minister goes on
a European and North American tour to repair political ties and
Libya’s national image amongst the west. The new democratic
president of the U.S. welcomes the offer and holds a North
American summit with Libya, Canada and Mexico. Officially not
much is accomplished at this meeting; however, the groundwork is
laid that will see benefits next year as the river project is expanded
and offered to American companies.

Having continued unabated, the conflict in Darfur
begins to spread throughout central Africa, first into Chad
and then in the Central African Republic. Unable to idly sit
by while the region erupts into chaos (or more realistically
before the carnage threatens European interests in Libya) the
UN decides to step up its involvement in the peacekeeping
process. In October, several European Union Battle groups (EU
BG), mostly from Central European nations, land in Sudan.




- The United States, already stretched thin due to the War
o on Terrorism, continues to abstain from entering this conflict
< directly. They do, however, offer assistance to the EU forces
b through intelligence gathered from CJTF-HOA (Combined Joint
NTRE. Task Force-Horn of Africa).
! The Islamic world views the U.S. as defeated in Iraq, based
g on troop withdrawal and comments by the U.S. President. His
" apologetic and conciliatory tone perpetuates this view by most of
LT the Arab world despite the apparent peaceful transition occurring
vt and vigorous prosecution of the remaining extremists in Iraq.
Thus the remaining terrorists seek to exploit their recent “victory”
elsewhere, and see the Sudan as an opportunity to take the Jihad
against more westerners.

It’s estimated that over 25,000 foreign fighters enter Sudan
and its neighboring countries. These insurgent units not only
throw more manpower into the conflict, they also bring techniques
and experience learned from the battlefield of Iraq.

As EU BG forces make their way from village to village,
they find further atrocities that are quickly beamed around the
world by the embedded reporters. Images and news reports fill
. : the airwaves; public opinion in both Europe and North America
. quickly turns against the conflict. The fighting in central Africa

intensifies as the months drag on. After only three months of
fighting, the EU mission in Darfur already seems destined to
. become a quagmire.

Tension continues to mount in Pakistan between the
government and the military. In November, the Parliament passes
resolutions to end the military’s ongoing anti-terrorist operations,
which are quickly signed into law by the President. On the morning

* of the 18th of November, in retaliation for these resolutions, the
military seizes control of both the Parliament offices and the
Presidential residence in Islamabad.

The coup is executed rapidly and is over by that afternoon.
Unlike the previous coup, which was bloodless, the military quickly
- holds a military tribunal and tries the entire Parliament and the

President for treason against the peoples of the Islamic Republic

- of Pakistan. It takes only 3 days to find the entire lot guilty. Public

~ *_outrage is swifter than the military coup, as tens of thousands take

" tothe streets. The protests do not affect the outcome of the tribunal
_.as death sentences are carried out over the next 4 days.

The international community is as shocked over the turn of
events in Pakistan as its own citizens are. Extreme concern over
the security of Pakistan’s’ nuclear weapons in the midst of this
conflict prompt numerous countries to petition the UN for action.
However, all resolutions aimed at abating the internal Pakistani
dispute fail to pass the Security Council due largely to the influence
of India, China and Russia.

The Pakistani public, enraged at the actions of the military,
actively begin to resist the military and make calls for the arrest
of top military officers and the reinstatement of governmental
officers. The military response is more of the same, swift and
forceful actions toward those members of the general populace
they view as insurrectionists and traitors. This only fans the flames
of rebellion, and by December, Pakistan is engulfed in a full fledge
civil war between the military and pro-government forces. The
U.S. military, along with several detachments of European forces,
move swiftly to secure nuclear weapon sites in Pakistan.

Throughout the year, the Rada and their methods are mostly
underground and convert in nature in the Ukraine. However, in
December, they successfully launch an attack on a military post
in the Luhansk Oblast region gaining both supplies and heavy
ordnance (tanks, APCs, artillery, etc).

2010

By the end of 2009, Al Qaeda and other extremist groups shift
their focus away from Iraq and into Pakistan and Central Africa.
This allows for a further reduction in coalition forces from Iraq.
By January 2010, all non-U.S. combat forces have fully withdrawn
from Irag. This reduction in U.S. combat troops is augmented by
an increase in the U.S. presence in Afghanistan. Y

At the first of the year, the European Union sends in several ot
additional Battle Groups to the Sudan, augmenting the existing '
peacekeeping force. With the additional troops, the EU BG forces -
manage to gain control of the conflict and begin to provide real
aid to those in the region. By March, the region is relatively calm, . "7
scaling down from dozens of small engagements a day to one or two 4 «
major firefights per week. The influx of foreign extremists though, . %




does manage to create enough havoc to force the peacekeeping
mission to an indefinite presence.
Siding with the pro-government forces in Pakistan,

“ terrorist and other extremists groups arm and train the civilian

insurrection. Throughout January and February pro-government
forces score victory after victory against the military. In February
the military starts targeting rebel villages in an effort to deny
them aid and comfort. On the 21st of February, the Pakistani army
moves into a small village north of Khost to pacify it. The facts of
what really happened are never made fully public; allegedly the
army received heavy weapons fire as it entered the village. The
subsequent fire fight left the village completely decimated with
its entire population killed.

until now, warlords and pro-Taliban forces in western
Pakistan have remained quiet, preferring to let the dust settle
before making their moves. After the Khost incident, they come
out of the western mountains in droves. Fearing that the army
will move against more villages, the once reclusive western
villagers sweep into central Pakistan aimed at destroying the
military’s capability of waging further war in their region. The
civil war in Pakistan is now a three-way fight between the pro-
Taliban, western warlords, the military and the pro-government
civilian populace.

The European Union takes another step toward a unified EU
military, as the EU countries sign the Treaty of Cordoba. The treaty
forces the EU countries toward joint training and procurement
programs, and moves EU BG, Eurocorps and Eurofor troops
under the command of the EU Military Committee.

In March, the President of the U.S. announces the further
withdrawal of an additional 50,000 American soldiers from
Irag. This brings the total Americans in country to less than
40,000 combat troops. This is mainly accomplished through
non-replacement of cycling forces as they end their tours. This

* reduction in force is finished by the end of May.

Preparations are made for August elections in Irag. Since
the first huge American troop reduction in 2009, the Iraqi
government has made tremendous strides in reconciliation and
peaceful coexistence. The elections will be held entirely by the
Iraqis with the assistance of a UN election monitoring team.

In response to the attack by the Rada, Russia increases its
presence along the Ukrainian border. They send an additional
20,000 troops to Belgorod and transfer several additional naval
vessels into the Black Sea fleet. Since 85% of all Russian oil and
natural gas heading to Europe passes through the Ukraine, the
NATO send additional representatives and advisors into the
Ukraine to ease the tension and dissolve the mounting civil war.

The situation in the Ukraine grows worse as a steady
stream of refugees leave the country heading west. Most refugees
continue past the former Warsaw pact countries and begin
to settle in France, Germany and northern ltaly. The surge in
refugees escaping the conflict in the Ukraine quickly outnumbers
those from Africa and the Middle East. Anti-refugee sentiment
rises in these countries with political protests and attacks on
refugee, on a weekly basis. Special “refugee camps” are created
outside major cities to deal with and contain the situation.

Many western European cities start to experience increased
civil unrest, crime and economic strain due to the large amounts
of refugees pouring into them. Refugees are not just escaping the
eastern turmoil, but are also leaving the inhuman conditions of
the refugee camps. These refugees provide cheap labor causing
high unemployment rates while at the same time burdening civic
institutions such as hospitals and schools. Throughout Europe

“many demonstrations and riots take place as citizens protest this

influx.
Also in March, France begins.to crackdown on refugees
pouring in from the east, enacting strict border controls and

turning away thousands of refugees. Within a week Germany
Italy and Austria follow suit, however France retains the media
spotlight being the first and loudest. The situation quickly
deteriorates in many cities. Eventually “concerned citizen”
groups mobilize against ethnic neighborhoods under the banner
of weeding out refugees. Rumors circulate about the French
conducting “secret” midnight deportations with people simply
disappearing.

The tension between different groups in France culminate
in a border incident near Haguenau on July 2nd. Border guards
stop several tractor trailers full of refugees trying to enter the
country illegally. With temperatures in the mid 90’s, the French
guards refuse to let any of the refugees out of the trucks, leaving
them locked in all afternoon in the steaming heat. By the time
French immigration and diplomatic officials arrive later that
evening, most of the 2100 refugees have succumbed to the heat.

The incident is covered up and kept out of the news. That
is until a video of the incident surfaces on a popular internet
video website. Outrage sweeps throughout eastern European
counties, and the incident is publicly condemned by world leaders.
Investigations from both the EU and the U.S. begin; however, it will
be next year before the investigation findings are made public.

Protests are staged throughout France by various immigrant
and refugee groups. While meaning to be peaceful, these protests
turn violent with repeated confrontation by “concerned citizen”
groups and local police forces. On July 20th a rally in Paris of
30,000 protestors clash with counter-protestors and police. The
resulting confrontation results in over 1000 wounded and 81
dead (the dead all belonging to the protesting groups).

On Sept 11, 2001, the Americans suffered their day; on July
30, 2010 the French suffer theirs. During the Coupe de France in
the Stade de France, a group of “terrorists” release a highly toxic
Novichok agent (a broad classification for a series of Russian next
generation nerve agents) into the crowd. During the panic and
confusion they also detonate a van full of an approximately 1000
kilos of ANFO (Ammonium Nitrate/Fuel Oil high explosive) near
the soccer stadium converted to a triage area. The resulting blast
causes the collapse of the entire southern goals section. Over
10,000 casualties are estimated because of the agent, stadium
collapse and the chaos that follows.

By the end of August, numerous resolutions are hurriedly
signed into law targeting extremist groups of all kinds; Muslims, neo-
Nazis, anti-government, communists, even leftist political parties.
Anyone associated with or believed to be associated with any of the
extremist groups on the government’s list are arrested and sent
to detention centers. Mass deportations begin in earnest, starting
with Ukrainian refugees, then with other groups as the government
begins it unofficial program of “peaceful” ethnic cleansing. Again,
Germany ltaly and Austria, along with Spain, Denmark and Great
Britain follow up with similar laws of their own.
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Libya’s Great Manmade River project enjoys huge milestones.

L ; ] The program is expanded beyond what most thought it could.

e By the end of the year hundreds of small villages and towns are

e ial reached and included in the system. Large areas of the once desert

area are even turned into lush, fertile valleys. Encouraged by this

success, several U.S. companies are granted company towns in

order to speed further expansion. With the profits these companies

. start seeing, the financial markets joke that soon there’ll be more

money in water than in oil.

: After seeing the success of Libya’s company towns, many

- other African nations openly adopt the same practice. Most of

- them are set up for legitimate ventures, such as port operations or

e diamond mining (as many of them try to turn away from the blood

e diamond image). However, a few of them are allowed to operate

s without oversight and begin to create walled citadels where all
manner of rumored activities exist.

The most famous of these new company towns is located in

. Cote d’'lvoire (lvory Coast) about 15 miles up river from Grand-
g : Bassam near Amia, named Utopia. Utopia’s secret will remain
et 5 - intact even past 2013; however, many rumors will travel the world

about what happens there.

As many countries are still reeling from the devastating heat
of 2009, South American countries are experiencing an economic
boom due to agricultural exports. Due to the mild summer and good
harvests in the southern hemisphere many countries experience
rich harvests. This produces an abundance of food, enough to
provide for their people cutting their imports and increasing their
exports, creating economic benefits as well.

The exception to the rule is Bolivia. Since the culture clashes
between the campesino (farmers) and urban Bolivians began (in
early 2007), the government has been unable to take advantage of

B o & the explosion in worldwide demand. Watching their neighbors get
...:_- T richer and richer while they dip deeper and deeper into poverty,
_"-_ - the campesino double their efforts against the government.
Loy g The campesino attempt to paralyze cities by blockading
% 0 highways, bridges, and main roads (a tactic they have tried before
o to try and bring the government down). This time the government
[ " .ye e . . .
dta mobilizes the military in hopes of squashing the conflict once and
... for all. The military easily quails the uprising through the use of
; force. Several hundred people are killed during the summer from
o gy military actions against the blockades.

¢ LT i i This causes an unforeseen backlash of support among the
. rural populace, with more and more of them pouring in from the
P o, b countryside. After tryingseveral non-violentmeanstorevolutionize,
- the campesino change their own tactics and begin an armed revolt
against the government. By September fears of an all out Bolivian
- civil war spread throughout the region. Many countries begin to
- wonder what effect this will have on the blooming trade situation
. and begin moving troops to their borders to keep the conflict from
spilling over.

.Qu'

In respond to the growing crisis, Brazil hosts a South American
Summit (only the fourth of its kind) at the end of September. The
sole topic of this summit is the crisis in Bolivia. In attendance are all
South American countries except Bolivia. After three days of intense
meetings and deliberations the summit is adjourned without any
real solution to the conflict. By the end of the year, Bolivia will be
embroiled in a full scale civil war split along class lines.

i

Although many U.S. companies have moved their .
manufacturing plants to Mexico, illegal immigration is still a g
problem in the U.S. During the hot summer, border patrol agents j
along the U.S. — Mexico border encounter a large (approximately P

200 individuals) group of illegal immigrants crossing the border
near Nogales. Intermixed among the immigrants are members of a
Mexican drug cartel. While attempting to stop the group, the border
agents come under fire from members of the cartel. After a 5 hour
firefight, 50 Mexicans lay dead with another 100 wounded while 10
border patrol agents were killed and 10 more wounded.

According to the Mexican government, the border agents
executed the unarmed immigrants and refuted the cartel connection
with the incident. The general public in both countries is outraged
over the incident but are equally polarized over who was to blame.
Politicians from both governments come out on national TV and radio
denouncing the other for the blatant disregard for international law.

Protestors fill the streets of border towns, especially in the U.S.
where pro-Mexican leaning demonstrators rallying almost daily at
the U.S. government for what they feel is a criminal act by the border
agents. Animosities toward immigrants in the U.S. grow and over
the next few months, tensions raise along the border with at least a
dozen more incidents of hostiles.

Elections in Iraq take place as planned in August without a
single act of violence. However, one single non-violent act destroys
all of the progress of the previous two years. Shiites loyal to a
firebrand cleric, who also happens to control the largest private
militia force in Iraq (which had been relatively inactive for the last
two years) win a solid majority in the new government. Without
any evidence of impropriety, the UN watchdog group declares the
elections legitimate.

Leaked video footage from inside the Rada controlled section
of the Ukraine in August shows what is believed to be a nuclear
weapon left over from the former USSR. The Rada deny the claim
publicly, but shortly after the leak several journalists from the
Ukrainian Independent Information Agency (UNIAN) are found
executed. For weeks the footage is analyzed and blasted about on
cable news networks. Many people claim the video is a fake or old
and outdated being used by Russia to drum up the war beat. Others
incite fear and terror over the video. The UN begins an investigation
into the source of the video and its authenticity.

This firebrand cleric is elected as the new President of Iraq.
Shiites with an Islamic theocracy agenda quickly assume all the
major power positions in the new government. All of the vestiges
of the previous government are removed, and quickly the sectarian
tensions of 2004-2007 return. Record numbers of sectarian violence
and civilian deaths are reached in August and September. U.S.
forces, now even more undermanned and ill-equipped than during
the previous outbreaks of sectarian violence, shift their focus to
areas outside of Baghdad, securing U.S./multinational interests and
personnel. This allows the new Iragi government to operate without
any real resistance. However, the situation rapidly devolves into an
all out civil war.

In November, both the U.S. and Mexican governments officially
close their respective borders and prevent all tourist travel within
their countries. Mexican tourists are halted at the border and turned
away from the U.S. Mexican illegals are rounded up in massive raids
across the U.S. and deported back to Mexico. American tourists
in Mexico are jailed, beaten or worse. The treatment of trapped &
American tourists threatens to send the situation into a tailspin. 3
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Exacerbating the problem is both the pressure corporate
America exerts now with the loss of their Mexican plants and the
growing tension between farmers and migrant workers. Many U.S.
companies, including those in the automobile industry, regret their
previous addiction to cheap parts from Mexican-based plants and
are forced to shutdown their American-based plants due to broken
supply lines. With the poor crop harvests and high temperatures,
migrant workers are receiving less pay for more work.

A week before Thanksgiving, the president of the U.S. sends
a former president turned diplomat to Mexico to try and resolve
the issue. The Thanksgiving Day Deal (as it's come to be called)
is announced-to the general public. It allows for the reopening of
the border as well-as a joint U.S.-Mexican border patrol initiative.
Neither side is entirely happy with the terms of the deal that takes
9 months to actually pass the U.S. Congress . Public tension settles
down but still remains high in towns on both sides of the border.

One month after the video making its way onto the internet,
Russia launches a ‘major assault into the Ukraine. The Russian

Al
president gives a speech to the media declaring Russia’s right to ~?\-
pre-emptively protect itself from threats. In a spectacular show s
of combined arms Russia quickly encloses the Rada controlled
areasand begins to tighten the noose. Russia now is effectively
fighting extremists on two fronts, in the Ukraine and in Chechnya.

Russian forces make light work of most of the Rada resistance
except for the areas around the city of Luhansk, the Rada
stronghold. Rada insurgent fighters manage to inflict moderate
losses on Russian troops in heavy fighting in and around the city.
It takes another month of fighting before the Russians declare the
city liberated. Although beaten, the Rada are not destroyed totally.
Many survivors go on to wage an Iragi-style insurgency against their
Russian occupiers.

The Ukrainian government does not take the intrusion into its
sovereign territory lightly. While they are grateful for the assistance
Russia is providing against Rada elements, the Russian invasion is
seen as an act of war. Rather than engaging the Russian military
however, the Ukrainian military sets up the Luhansk Oblast as

A




a containment zone. The goal being to keep Russian forces from

s engaging targets elsewhere in the country and to be prepared to
S repel the Russian invaders once the Rada is put down.
Ao Russia has not been immune to the severe weather seen around

the world. Crop production is at an all time low, and the Russian

people are demanding action from the government. During the

i Soviet years, the Ukraine region was often seen as the breadbasket

3 for Russia being a major source of grain, sugar, meat and milk

products. With the Russian military already in the Ukraine, it does
oo not take much provocation to extend the action.

Arguing that the current Ukrainian government is incapable of
controlling its people, the Russians again state their rights to protect
their people even against perceived threats. Once the Luhansk
y e Oblast has been pacified though, Russia begins to target the entire
B e country for “pacification”. Using forces already within the country

augmented by units near Kursk they move on the Ukrainian capital

of Kiev.
Although the Ukraine is a supplier of UN peacekeeping forces,
e no other country comes to their aid. The massive refugee crisis in
Western Europe has many believing the Russian rhetoric. Once the
ol - action in the Ukraine progresses from securing against a possible
) nuclear threat to complete pacification, people in France and

n* o i Germany for instance side with the Russians. Many European media
- =3 outlets begin to portray this action as an expanded security action by

e * the Russians rather than an invasion. The politicians in Europe are
: basically forced to abide by the wishes of their constituents. Russia’s
Ny threat of the oil supply coming through the region into Europe
: quiets those European politicians not swayed by the media or the
s > populace.
- The U.S. also abstains from the conflict both militarily and

Rl diplomatically. With no backing from the European members of the

5 e 4 o & . UN Security Council and no willingness to go at it unilaterally, the
.« U.sS.sits this one out. Although that doesn’'t mean that U.S.-made
~ ++ . weapons and supplies don’t reach Ukrainian insurgents.

L Although the march to Kiev is not a cakewalk, the Ukrainians
~are severely outnumbered. This is especially true once Russian VDV
~+ (or airborne troops) combat drop to the west of Kiev. In doing so,

' they capture and secure the main highways west and south of Kiev
~ cutting off reinforcements to the city. Russian naval infantry also

. assault and capture Odessa. With the Ukrainian forces split on four

fronts, the main Russian assault faces only moderate resistance on
their way to Kiev.

Russian naval forces in the Black Sea dispatch or capture
almost all of the vessels in the Ukrainian navy, most while still in
port. The only real issue of consequence is with the Zaporizhzhia,
a Foxtrot class submarine. Russian naval forces are unable to
account for her after the capture of Kiev and the fall of the Ukrainian
government. Most military officials believe that she is scuttled rather
than allowing her to fall back into Russian hands.

Kiev falls on December 23rd. A military coup takes place against
the Ukrainian government after Kiev falls. The new “President-
General” of the Ukraine officially surrenders the country on the
25th with a ceasefire declared on the 26th. Rather than leaving the
country as a sovereign nation and then having to deal with “nation
building”, Russia formerly dissolves the Ukrainian government and
absorbs the entire nation into Russia. Most Western nations are
appalled by this action but reluctantly agree that it is simply the
easiest method to deal with the situation.

Surviving Ukrainian military personnel and equipment are
absorbed into the Russian military and pressed into service along
the Belarus/Ukraine border far from the political center of the
country. The Ukrainian armed forces personnel outside of the
Ukraine (including those in Kosovo, Lebanon and Sierra Leone)
take political asylum with their respective host nations rather than
return. A small insurgency takes hold in Ukraine but it does not have
the equipment or manpower to do more than become an annoyance
for the Russian military.

India’s inaction during the Pakistani civil war, while publicly
hailed as an action of peace, secretly unnerved leaders around the
world and left them wondering about Indian motives. On December
3rd, those motives are brought to light. After fighting throughout Rl
the year weakened the Pakistani military, India decides that the "
timing is right to seize control of the disputed Kashmir region. The
military force India has been slowing building up along the border
into the disrupted area moves across the border and secures village . -
after village and city and after city. ,

As 2010 comes to a close almost every developed nation and
hundreds of third world countries are involved in some sort of :
conflict. This is up four fold from just a few years ago. A domino*
effect surfaces as more and more countries begin to experience




7 armed conflicts. With most of the world participating in the global
1 ‘s economy as one nation’s situation worsens so does another’s.
Normal commercial shipping and trade is all but halted
- with many nations who provide much needed raw materials.
«  Several international incidents involving piracy and attacks on
L civilian shipping take place. With Navies already stretched thin
due to brush wars, there is little protection for many non-military
vessels.

Not only is trade and commerce globally linked, but the stock
markets of East Asia, Europe and the U.S. are also linked. As one
falls so do the others. The situation between the U.S. and China
bleeds over to the European markets causing economic problems
for the EU. This is one of the reasons that commercial ventures

i with former hostile states, such as Libya, begin to pop up. The
lines between who is a friend and who is not starts to blur once the
A : pocketbooks start to dry up.

B 2011

L : As the new year unfolds, Argentina, Peru and Brazil step up
- their border protection with the crisis in Bolivia growing worse
by the month. Taking a different avenue of action, Venezuela
v begins to arm and train the campesino. They even send in

: several units to provide security for the campesino leadership.
RSN Not wanting to have Venezuelan influence spread
e throughout South America, nor wanting to have the violence
" spread beyond the Bolivian border, Argentina, Peru and Brazil
45 - 4 . _enter into Bolivia as a peacekeeping force. For the first few
weeks, things seemed to calm down, and there no major clashes
i are reported. All of that is ended the first week of February,
35 when an Argentinean helicopter is shot down by Venezuelan

> forces.
5 Venezuela refuses to issue an apology, stating that the
. helicopter entered into Venezuelan airspace. Argentina claims
s ) the helicopter was well within Bolivian territory. The crash site is
b secured by the Venezuelan army who deny access to Argentinean
military. If not for cooler political heads in Argentina, the
2 situation could escalate into open conflict between the two
-8 nations. As it stands though, Argentina is not willing to commit
to such an action.

Sra In the two months since India moved on the Kashmir region,
q they have managed to wrestle control away from Pakistani
fu military forces. Pakistani insurgents take to the mountains and
oy attempt to wage a guerilla style resistance against their Indian
g occupiers. However, this is the only opposition India faces in

! the region after expunging the Pakistani army. After the heavy
2% 4 fighting is over, the Indian army halts its advances and settles
into securing and pacifying the region. Indian armed forces are
. now within 60 miles of Islamabad but hold their advance, since
P o civil war is still waging in central Pakistan.

After the Pakistani army retreats from the disputed

W Kashmir region, the only thing keeping Pakistan from launching

X its arsenal of nuclear weapons against India is the confusion

g of control between military and government forces (and the

< e multinational military presence providing security at the
iy W Pakistani nuclear weapon sites).

' " The Indian army stops shy of entering areas disputed
] with China. Even though the Indian army does not encroach
N . upon Chinese“territory, the Chinese army is mobilized to the

§ disputed zones in an effort to dissuade India from such action.
“Under pressure from the Chinese government, India agrees to

A diplomatic talks regarding the region. After a week of intense
e negotiation, India concedes control of the controversial districts

to China while China recognizes India’s rightful annexation of

the region. This essentially blocks any UN action against India

over the military incursion into the Kashmir disputed region. o g i L

After weeks of unsubstantiated rumors regarding failing
health of the de facto leader of North Korea, he is found dead on e
the morning of April 13th, 2011. Surprisingly, news of his death &

travels world wide in a matter of hours. Immediately, South
Korea begins preparation for an invasion into North Korea in
an effort to unify the torn country. .. i

On the 16th of April, South Korea launches its invasion of ~
North Korea. The invasion force encounters light resistance as it
makes its way across the DMZ and into North Korea. However,
the Republic of Korea Army only advances about 50 km before a
cease fire is declared, and Reunification is in the works.

Once the invasion begins, a North Korean General seizes
control of the Korean People’s Army and starts a coup. By mid-

afternoon on the 17th, the coup is over and the general declares i 45
himself Eternal President of the Republic, a gutsy move and one ‘ * -
which successfully rallies the people behind him. His first order e+ <

is to disband the government and surrender North Korea to the
South. On April 19th, Reunification Day, North Korea formally
surrenders at Juche Tower in Pyongyang.

The Reunification of the Koreas has immediate effects on
the Korean people. Food and other aid is distributed amongst

the North. Population centers begin to shift as families migrate 3
south to join their loved ones there. The population shift opens % o A
up massive amounts of land, which after help from the U.N. and y Wi

Seoul is made farmable by the spring of 2012.

One unfortunate side effect is the loss of military equipment " _“..‘
after an immediate downsizing of the Korean People’s Army due “ﬁ
to desertions. Most of this equipment finds its way on the black s :

market. South Korean investigators find evidence of the North’s oy
on going secret nuclear research. The one thing they don’t find :
is three nuclear bombs reported in North Korea possession from
over five years ago.

After almost a year of investigating, the Renseignement
Généraux (French Intelligence) is able to identify the group -
responsible for the Coupe de France bombing. The attack
is believed to have been perpetrated by an extremist group
operating out of eastern Belarus, in retaliation for the treatment

of Ukrainian refugees fleeing the crisis in the Ukraine. The group
has ties to several other terrorist organizations and is rumored SRR
to be run by a former high ranking KBG officer. R
The French president immediately demands that the Vst
Belarus government track down and turn over those involved in ¥ e v Wy
the Coupe de France attack. France sends a diplomatic team to y- ';_{‘;‘Fﬁ'-
Belarus to discuss the joint eradication of the extremist group e~ >
responsible for the attacks. After a week of talks, the French PN e -y
diplomats are expelled from the country with no resolution. - "?::_::
Partially due to corruption combined with an inability tocarryit =
out, the Belarus government refuses to comply with the French o - ";_'_’,‘4
ultimatum. France declares Belarus a terrorist safe haven. This gy
is especially poignant as it is the same justification Russia used <

to invade Ukraine in the previous year.

Although in 2006, the French president announced that
France would be willing to use nuclear weapons against any
state launching a terrorist attack against it, the initial French
response is much more conventional. Launching from Latvia, a
company of French Foreign Legion troops attempts a nighttime
infiltration of Belarus in order to deal with the extremist group
responsible for the Coupe de France bombing.

The following day, the Belarus government releases footage
of several downed aircraft that they claim to be evidence of a
French incursion into their sovereign territory. Included in the .
footage are what appear to be 15 survivors, which Belarus claims . .
they've captured and later executed as enemies of the state. §




. After the details of the Belarus fiasco the French government

: is forced to step up its response. Promising swift and decisive

2 action, the French Parliament authorizes the Prime Minister to

- take any and all necessary actions to deal with these terrorists.

pr - Such action is finally exercised on the anniversary of the

e Coupe de France attack as France launches a single nuclear Sub-

e marine Launched Ballistic Missile (SLBM) with six independently

bt : targetable nuclear warheads, from a submarine located in the

Baltic Sea. Five of the nukes target several suspected terrorist

strongholds in an area north of Cherikov in Belarus. The last

warhead strikes the Belarusian military’s Western Operational
Command at Grodno.

The French believe the strikes to have successfully decimated
the terrorist group, their infrastructure and Belarus’ capability to
o o . retaliate. Public outcry is high especially when the dust settles and

i it is determined that all of the approximately 17,000 civilians in
S Cherikov are also killed in one of the strikes (not to mention the
1 A A deaths from the surrounding towns).

The submarine responsible for the launch is believed to have
been hunted down and destroyed by Russian naval forces before it
is able to make its way back into open waters.

The nuclear attack is soon dubbed the “Shots Felt ‘Round the
World” by the press as word of the attack spreads faster than its
blast wave. At 9 pm that night, the French president takes to the

. oA air waves explaining to the world what the French people have just
;.;- T done. It is believed for a brief moment the whole world is silent in

i shock and awe. In a double-speak twist, most of the civilized world

s _ publicly condemns the action and calls for retaliation against

France, while many of those same nations privately offer France
support and assurances of inaction from the UN and EU .

gy Russia (as well as most Middle Eastern nations) immediately
L .« " pulls its ambassador from France and closes its embassy there.
P s Pl Russia then goes before the UN Security Council demanding
R e immediate action against France over its blatant disregard for
- i international peace and national sovereignty. This time around

* though the U.S. blocks any action from the Security Council, since
the attack is seen as a necessary escalation in the Global War on
- Terror. Outside of the Security Council, Germany also sides with
the French as does Spain, Israel and Italy.

As the conflict escalates and countries begin to take sides,
Russia ceases all oil exports to Europe. The embargo also includes
_ any nation that publicly issued statements of support for France
over the Belarus attack. This embargo is absolute and includes all

means of transport (trucks, ships and pipe).
Since Belarus lacks the ability and resources to respond to
a nuclear attack on its soil, it turns to mother Russia for aid and
assistance. Russia sends aid and troops into Belarus. Within a
month over 50,000 Russian troops enter Belarus on the peace
mission. It doesn’t take long, however, for Russia to expand its
mission in Belarus to also include the supposed weeding out any
surviving extremist groups.
Back in Europe, a war of words is being waged over France’s
actions and the threats from Russia, with each side taking a more
and more belligerent posture towards the other. By the end of
August, this devolves into the whole of Europe versus Russia with
the Russian oil embargo matched by a complete trade embargo by
all EU countries. European nations start to ramp up their military
in preparation for what looks like an inevitable confrontation.
The EU has its attention diverted elsewhere with the quagmire
in Darfur breaching the borders. It's been a year and a half since
the fighting became manageable, but all that changes in August.
Muslim extremists make their way into Chad, Ethiopia, the Central
African Republic and the Democratic Republic of the Congo raiding
villages all along the borders of those countries with Sudan.
The action prompts a quick and violent response from those
respective governments. All of them send their militaries into
Sudan hoping to kill the threats at their source. The situation
quickly destabilizes all of the previous year’s work and throws the
whole region into chaos.
With the situation between Russia and France, the member
nations of the Darfur peacekeeping force refuse to send anymore
troops (and several actually pull theirs out). This leaves far too few
troops to deal with the escalating crisis. Elements from each of
the invading armies eventually cross paths with each other, and
these meetings always end violently. Incidental skirmishes spark
a war within a war as invading armies now are not only fighting
the EU BG forces but each other. Fighting rapidly spills out of
the Sudanese border and escalates into open warfare between
surrounding nations.
A side effect of this chaos is the chance for many African
nations to let loose the reigns of their own militaries and actively
engage in open conflict with their neighbors. Once it becomes clear
the UN is not sending any more military personnel, or substantially
more aid, into the region, additional countries use this opportunity
to extract revenge for ancient grievances or raid for supplies.
By the end of November all of the EU peacekeeping forces are
withdrawn home to deal with the Russian threat. Most of Africa
falls into chaos by the end of this year. Only a handful of bright
spots remain by December — Egypt, Libya, South Africa and Cote
d’lvoire. The worst areas end up being those along the coast as the
region witnesses a massive return of piracy on the open waters.
Seeing the explosive growth of rich farm land in Libya, Egypt
embraces its neighbor and in the fall, signs multiple treaties of
mutual support. The treaties include provisions for sharing the
water system, providing cheap Egyptian labor for the project’'s
use, mutual defense and sharing of technology. Egypt manages to
open its first company town along the Libyan-Egypt border. These
treaties prove to be very beneficial to both countries in the coming
years.
Egypt experiences a huge boom in oil and gas transport
coming thru the Suez Canal heading to Europe. The amplified
revenue allows Egypt to provide increased financial support for the
Manmade River Project as well as increasing its military might.
Throughout the year, Iraq slips further into its ongoing
civil war. Right before Ramadan, the U.S. Army moves a large
contingent (about 20,000 troops and equipment) north into
Kurdistan to protect American interests and its Kurdish allies. The -
Iraqi government is disbanded by the Iragi president, merely a & .
token act, as the government essentially ceased operating months |
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before. Sunni Arabs in Irag send envoys to the king of Saudi
Arabia, while Shiite clerics turn to the Supreme Leader of Iran for
assistance in dealing with the civil war.

The day after Ramadan ends, the Iranian Army drives into
Irag from the east while Saudi Arabia invades from the south. Both
nations proclaim their actions are in accordance with international
and Islamic law and further announce their intentions are only
regional stability. However, both quickly resort to open warfare
against the other. This new twist in the Iraqi conflict is merely the
start of a new era in the Middle East, the Great Muslim War.

A month into the renewed conflict, Kurdistan officially
announces its independence and breaks away from Iraq to form
its own sovereign nation. While this is heard around the world,
it makes little noise in Baghdad as Sunnis battle Shiites. U.S.
forces consolidate and prepare for attacks from either forces but
nothing materializes. There is the occasional skirmish but no full

" scale attack from the Saudis or Iranians on the newly independent

Kurdistan. Turkey, however, takes this opportunity to step up
attacks against PKK targets in Kurdistan but encounter American
forces and is easily thwarted. This doesn’t stop them from the
occasional incursion and long ranged attack.

One of the first casualties in the Great Muslim War is the
almost complete disappearance of the remaining terrorist groups
in Iraqg. Neither the Saudi nor Iranian forces suffer these groups
to operate. Within a month of the invasion, terrorist groups in
Iraq are either killed or retreat to other areas to continue their war
against the West.

In retaliation for supporting Shiite Muslims during the last
seven years in Iraq which they believe to be the central cause of the
whole situation, Saudi Arabia places an oil embargo on the U.S. and
all coalition forces that took part in the war. Saudi Arabia agrees to
lift the embargo under an “Oil for Weapons” program. Reluctantly
the U.S. agrees to supply arms and equipment to the Saudis during
the Great Muslim War and to not interfere with Saudi operations

in Iraq (including giving control of Basra and southern Iraq to the
Saudis). For this, the U.S. will continue to enjoy an uninterrupted
supply of oil. The remainder of U.S. forces in Irag move north into
Kurdistan.

During the fall, Russia transfers two Army divisions to
Kaliningrad Oblast. In November Russia sends a diplomatic
envoy to the President of Belarus. The diplomat offers Russia’s
terms of surrender to the president. Having so many Russian
troops within the borders, additional troops in the Ukraine and in
Kaliningrad Oblast, not to mention the fact that Belarus is dealing
with a national emergency beyond their capabilities, the president
reluctantly surrenders Belarus to Russia without a shot. While the
Belarusians are not particularly happy with this situation, there is
little they can or want to do. At the moment they are completely
dependant on mother Russia’s gracious aid.

On December 1st Russia responds to France’s attack on now
Russian soil. Two Delta IV class submarines off the western coast
of France launch one SLBM miissile each at Europe. Each warhead
consists of eight nuclear multiple, independently targeted re-entry
vehicles (MIRVs) rated at 100 kt a piece, for a total of 16 nuclear
strikes. The two submarines slip into the North Sea and join the
rest of the North Fleet as they prepare to tackle the French Navy.

Four of those strikes are high attitude bursts creating an
electromagnetic pulse (EMP) that serves to knockout and disrupt
communication and other electronic equipment. Most modern day
equipment is rendered inoperable either directly from the EMP or
because of the loss of power.

Everything within about 800 miles of Paris, France is affected
by the EMP. This covers all of Britain, Ireland, France, Germany,
Belgium and the Netherlands. It also covers parts of Portugal,
Spain, Italy and parts of most Western European countries. In an
instant Europe is blanketed in darkness. The Russians calculated
this effect to stop well short of their current locations. The
remaining 12 nuclear targets are the cities of Paris, Brest, Toulon,
as well as several key French military installations.

In retaliation, France immediately launches over three
dozen nukes targeting various sites in Russia. However, the U.S.
decides that an all out nuclear exchange is not an acceptable
situation and uses its new missile defense system in Poland and
the Czech Republic to shoot down the French nukes. They manage
to successfully engage 75% of the missiles. The remainder go on to
strike their intended military targets in Russia, including an EMP
burst over major industrial areas in western Russia, centered over
Kazan, Russian and reaching as far as the Kiev, Ukraine.

As soon as other European nations can mobilize their
representatives, they meet with the French military (now in charge
of the country) imploring them not to continue using nuclear

weapons against civilian cities. They also negotiate with Russia =

against any further use. Both sides decide to heed their pleas and




through intermediaries agree to a nuclear cease fire against non-
military targets. However, both the EU and Russia prepare for all
out war.

As Russian oil supplies are cut off from Europe over the
war, a harsh winter settles in. After suffering years of record high
temperatures during the summer and mild winters, 2011 turns the
tables, and the world witnesses the most brutal winter in at least
a century. By October, frost sets in. By November many countries
already see snowfall, and by December almost all of Europe, Russia
and North America are covered in blizzard-like conditions.

As November rolls around, Argentina sends additional units
into Bolivia to secure its area of control and counter Venezuelan

actions. Surprisingly, Venezuela counters this by withdrawing all
of its combat troops from Bolivia. Also, not wishing to be dragged
into a sustained conflict, Brazil and Peru pull their troops out of
Bolivia in response and move them to secure their border with
Bolivia.

The conflict in Bolivia spreads across the border though
and begins to influence poor farmers in other countries such as
Paraguay. The Soybean War in Paraguay is how taken to a new
level as campesinos there take arms against the wealthy foreign
controlled farms in an attempt to take them back. In addition,
several anti-government factions in other countries begin renewed
actions, including the Shining Path in Peru.

At the end of the year, several Central Asian countries hold
a conference to address the Great Muslim War raging to the
south. At attendance are Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Kazakhstan. The conflict in Iraq essentially boils
down to a conflict between Sunni and Shi‘ah Muslims. With the
conference attendees being predominately Sunni Muslims, there
is a heavy inclination to join the fight. However, for the time
being cooler heads prevail. They do draft the beginnings of a loose
confederation of nations. The Islamic Confederation of Nations
(ICN) is the first step towards a unified coalition of nations aimed
not only at thwarting Shi‘ah religious extremists but also to provide
mutual support and assistance.

2012

The situation in South America begins to rapidly spiral out
of control. Almost every country is now involved in some sort
of serious conflict. The nuclear exchange in Europe cuts out a
huge market for goods both legal and otherwise from the South
American economy. On the legal side, many of the South American
countries that were prospering from their unique situation now =
begin to feel a huge pinch as at least 40% of their market is cut
off. Those involved in the South American drug trade are also
hit hard by the war in Europe, which cuts shipments by almost_»
90%.




The in'creasing economic strain felt by many adds new fuel
to the fires already burning. Many people who were content and
enjoying the benefits from the past few years are suddenly left

% unemployed. A lot of people turn to the different fighting factions

to offset their new lot in life, adding an influx of warm bodies to aid
their various causes. The typical response unfortunately involves
violent crackdowns rather than social reforms and improved
government assistance, again adding more fuel to the conflicts.

Argentina and Brazil are the only two countries without
serious internal strife. Neither is heavily dependent on the drug
trade, and both have invested heavily in their infrastructure
allowing them to better handle the new situation. Many countries
begin to look upon them with envy. To help secure Brazil against
the growing chaos, the U.S. sends a Marine Expeditionary Unit
(MEU) to aid in securing the interior in January. The Marine units
are based out of Mato Grosso, a Brazilian state in the western part
of the country near the Bolivian border.

The entirety of the European Union has joined the French
coalition save Ireland and Great Britain who declare their
neutrality. The U.S. although involved also declares its neutrality
in the matter. All of this might be moot as the worse winter in over
a century rolls through the region and brings everything to a stand
still. There is no Russian ground invasion until the end of February
when Russia invades Poland. The severe cold even hinders the
naval and aerial war.

Russia waits until both the nuclear fallout and the winter
eases before beginning their ground invasion. They launch a three
prong assault on Europe on February 25th. The two divisions from
Kaliningrad Oblast strike northern Europe, one marching toward
Berlin and the other toward Paris in an attempt to strike at the
heart of the EU defense. Army-sized elements from the former
Belarus and Ukraine regions strike at central and southern Europe
respectively.

In addition to the main attack force, a division of VDV troops
(Vozdushno-Desantnye Vojska or Russian Airborne Assault
Troops) is airlifted into parts of Western Europe and dropped in
small platoon sized elements to disrupt and distract defending
forces. Russian VDV troops attack train depots, shipyards and
minor manufacturing centers. Using guerilla style tactics they
wreak havoc with EU forces in Spain, France and Germany.

A majority of the European forces are in civil emergency
mode reacting to Mother Nature when the Russians begin the
ground invasion. Although there has been some preparation for the
inevitable attack, the severity of the freezing weather forces most
countries to focus their attention internally. However, during the
winter there are several minor confrontations with EU units as
Russian forces probe the Polish border.

Russian forces want to get as far into Europe before the snow
and ice start to melt, making travel all but impossible. Modeling their
attack after the WW |1 blitzkrieg style, the Russians make tremendous
and rapid headway into Europe. They manage to complete their
conquests of Romania and Poland before severe flooding begins.
But they are stalled on the western borders of those countries as the
countryside becomes almost completely impassible, with roads and
even some small towns washed away (and with resistance from both
EU BGs and civilian insurgents picking up). With the bulk of the EU
BGs awaiting them, Russian forces settle into containment zones,
securing their gains and solidifying their lines.




With the loss of a major supply of oil, natural gas and
electricity, this winter is extremely harsh for most Europeans.
Many towns and cities are low on fuel, food, medicine and other
necessities when the Russians come through. A lot of cities the
Russians encounter on their march through Poland and Romania
are forced to surrender and side with the Russians just to deal with
: the realities on the ground.

“m The delay of ground forces does not stop the naval and aerial

h war. A major battle for air superiority is waged along with daily
bombing attempts from both sides. Unlike the early ground war,
the aerial war is a one of attrition with neither side coming out the
victor. Several key cities and numerous military assets are targeted
and successfully bombed both conventionally and by nuclear
weapons during this time on both sides. On the naval front things
are not much different than the aerial one. Massive battles take
place in the North Sea, the Baltic Sea, the Mediterranean and the

. . Atlantic.
e ! Restricted availability of fuel and oil, due to both the Great

= Muslim War and the loss of industry thanks to the EMPs, plus
Aaad . 4 massive combat losses create a problem for both sides. By the
summer, both sides are left with few naval and aerial resources
and begin to use them sparingly, mostly in support.

While all of this is going on, the U.S. moves all of its military

- assets from Eastern Europe to central Germany and England to
X add to their defensive capabilities. For the time being the U.S.
: officially declares neutrality in the European conflict, but makes

- preparations for the defense of the European civilian population.

The Islamic Confederation of Nations is ratified by

: Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Kazakhstan
gt in each of the respective countries by March. The first act of business
S A is to setup a Supreme Council of Elders to lead the confederation.
e The second act is to raise a coalition force to deal with Iran. This
proves more difficult than selecting 50 men to serve on the council
T due to the terrain and remoteness of many of the regions in this
ARy area. It takes six months to raise an army for the purpose of joining

the fight against Iran.

Several Middle Eastern nations (Syria, Iran, Jordan and
Egypt amongst those attending) hold a May political conference in
Jordan. Openly reported to deal with the growing worldwide crisis,
its hidden agenda is the formation of a coalition of forces to attack
Israel. Although all present welcome the prospect, none save Syria
is able to provide anything more than a token force for the task,
although Iran agrees to contribute equipment and supplies to the
campaign.

The one exception being Egypt, who in the midst of an
economic boom, presses for tolerance and peace at this time.
With the U.S. being one of their major suppliers of military
technology , Egypt finds itself in an awkward position. The desert
is harsh on equipment, and parts come in short supply. With the
growing conflicts in the region, Egypt sees its safety as a precarious

_ situation.

Although Egypt and Israel had their problems in the past,
for the last several years the tensions between them has been at a
minimum. Seeing the turn of events unfolding, Egypt decides that
Israel is serving as the perfect buffer state between it and more

* aggressive Arabs. Egypt sends envoys to Israel to warn them of the
threat of war from Syria and offers “back door” support.

Before Syria can take its first steps, Israeli air forces target
key Syrian military installations, including most of their SCUD and
other surface-to-surface missile launch sites. Both Syria and Israel
- suffer heavy losses in this initial exchange. Almost all of the missile

sites are destroyed, but the Israeli Air Force pays a high price
- suffering at least 50% losses due to heavy anti-aircraft defenses
surrounding the targets. The remaining Israeli aerial assets are
tied up for the duration of the conflict dealing with numerically
__superior Syrian air assets. Although able to hold their own, the

Israeli Air Force is none-the-less kept from playing a key factor in
the ground war. .

A mixed regiment of Syrian and Iranian Special Forces =
infiltrate into Gaza prior to the start of the conference and begin
training and equipping Palestinians (including giving them access -
to small caches of chemical weapons). Once the news of the Israeli J
pre-emptive strike comes down, they launch a massive assault.
Using scorched earth tactics, they burn a swatch through Israel
until they reach just outside of Qiryat Gat where they are stopped #
by Israeli Defense Forces. Survivors slip into the countryside and j
begin to wage a guerilla war against the Israel Defense Forces P
(IDF) in hopes of tying up as many units as possible.

In the meantime, the Syrian Army invades Lebanon in order
to reach Israel. Their main focus is to simply use Lebanon as a
staging area with the idea of succession as a secondary goal. It
takes Syrian units five days to reach the Israeli border and once
there engage the IDF in a week long battle. The ensuing battle at
Metullais the largest engagement of modern armor with over 2000
tanks and other Armored Fighting Vehicles (AFVs) committed to
the battle. While technologically inferior to the IDF Merkava’s, the
T-72s of the Syrian Army are numerically overwhelming. Twice the
IDF calls upon reserve units and are close to calling upon a third
before the IDF withdraws to Hatzor, and the Syria force retreats
back into Lebanon.

For the next couple of months Israel and Syria use
Lebanon as their own personal battleground. But things quickly
resolve themselves to a stalemate with neither side making any
headway.

The spring flooding throughout Europe begins to subside
at the end of May. At the first signs of letting up, the Russian
forces renew their onslaught through central Europe. This time
they are met with heavy resistance from the EU BGs. Casualties
are extremely high in these confrontations. The terrain is still
hostile to both sides, and several engagements end in draws as
natural disasters such as massive mud slides or sink holes claim
both sides.

By mid-June conditions become favorable for conventional
warfare. The Russians make hard thrusts into Czech Republic,
Germany and Hungary. The central and southern forces fair
better than the northern arm, both being able to secure most
of the Czech Republic and Hungary. The northern arm enters
Germany hoping to assault Berlin from the north.

However, the severe winter begins to take its toll on both
the Russians and EU BGs. Dwindling food and fuel supplies soon
bring the war to a crawl. Many front line units are reduced to
rationing and scrounging just to exist, let alone fight. Most of the
fighting is shifted to several key fronts, Berlin, Vienna and Udine
(the German, Austrian and Italian fronts). As resources become
more and more scarce, the fighting slowly evolves into a highly
calculating game of chess. Neither force can risk losing men
or equipment in an all out battle. Most of the next few months
are spent moving units into positions, each jockeying for an
advantage before committing to a battle.

In August, Spain informally withdrawals from the EU BG
force in order to deal with internal strife. Basque separatists
groups armed and trained by Russian Spetsnaz “advisors” begin
attacking soft targets and minor military installations, threatening
internal security. In one attack they manage to capture a tank
company and aided by the Spetsnaz begin attacking more and :
more military oriented targets. By the end of the year, Spain is A
enveloped in an internal war of its own. )

Iranian Quds Forces penetrate deep into Saudi territory =
in a daring June raid. Making their way to the Ghawar Field,
they manage to destroy 75% of the facilities and ignite many . ~
wellheads. It is believed that all members of the Quds Force are & e
captured and executed. gty
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The loss of one of their main oil fields, prompts the Saudis
to move to secure their borders and reign in oil production and
export. Even without the Saudis pull back, the attack causes a

“ world wide ripple by the loss of almost 7% of the global oil supply.

The Saudis cut an additional 25% of their oil exports.

Seeing the writing on the wall, many oil exporting nations
also begin to cut their exports. In many cases nations cut off their
exports completely. By October, the worldwide supply of oil is less
than 50% of what it was before the Ghawar attacks. Many small
countries with no oil reserves are force to ration their existing
supplies and make concessions and deals with their neighboring
nations. This cut and the decrease in overall production cause oil
prices to skyrocket to slightly over $500 per barrel.

For the past few years, China has been in an economic and
cultural recession. Having lost a huge source of income from
foreign manufacturing, coupled with several severe internal
disasters (such as the Three Gorges Dam incident), the Chinese
government has been looking for ways to stabilize their economy
and feed their people. In contrast, many of the other Southeast
Asian countries are prospering in the wake of Chinese turmoil.

To prevent outright dissention and revolt, the Chinese
President has been televising speeches invoking nationalism and
sacrifice for the last few years. Beginning in 2012, the speeches
take an ominous turn and began to demonize the fortunes of
China’s neighbors and in particular the U.S. (which is blamed for
the downfall of the Chinese people). China’s citizens easily take on
an extremely xenophobic attitude.

On August 10th, a pair of Chinese submarines, one off each
coast of the U.S., launches their contingent of nuclear missiles
(almost 100 warheads total) at various targets within the U.S.
Even with very little warning, the military manages to shoot down
over three dozen warheads before they strike their targets. Several
prominent cities are struck including Washington DC, Norfolk, Los

* Angeles and Chicago (some with multiple hits). At least two high

altitude air bursts take place as well. Simultaneously a Chinese cargo
ship is scuttled by her crew in the Panama Canal, at the Pedro Miguel
Locks. The Chinese boomers are tracked by U.S. submarines. After
the launches the Chinese subs are quickly destroyed. This incident
fuels conspiracy theories for years to come.

There are only moments of warning before the Chinese nuclear
strike. Both the President and Vice President survive. President
is at a meeting of the Joint Chiefs at Camp David, and the VP is
held at a secret location. Most members of Congress, however, are
in the capital and perish in the attack. Only 10 Senators and 50
Congresspersons survive, due to being back in their home districts
when the attack happens.

Most federal agencies are decimated: the FBI, Justice o
Department, the Pentagon, the CIA and including many civilian ] e
agencies such as the Postal Service and Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC). Along with the damage to the civilian and N
political infrastructure, the attack on Norfolk decimates a good -
portion of the U.S. Atlantic fleet, not to mention the United States
Navy SEa, Air and Land forces (SEAL) community and Command
and Control. What remains of the Atlantic fleet, personnel and .
command structure is forced to move south to Charleston, SC.

The airbursts create EMPs that cover almost the entire
continental U.S. as well as portions of southern Canada and
northern Mexico. Isolated pockets where the EMPs has little to no
effect exist, especially in the deep south.

Six months prior to the attack, China sends a steady stream
of 2- to 6-man Special Operations Forces teams via international
travel to various cities, and establishes safe houses all over the
western U.S. For additional support, they setup rental storage units > '_-,
housing all the weaponry they need to build several light infantry ot o
battalions to cause further havoc. Several days before the invasion
these light infantry battalions gather into company size elements,
equip and prepare to wage a guerilla style campaign against U.S.
military forces from within.

Their mission is to engage military targets and delay any
American response to China’s SE Asian campaign. Their first . :
targets are lightly guarded National Guard and Reserve centers N 2 A
scattered throughout the western part of the U.S., both to create 3 K
havoc and to equip themselves with heavier ordnance. Their first >
few initial raids are overwhelmingly successful both in creating
panic and in gaining heavy weapons.

The chaos created by the nuclear attacks provides the perfect e k“'_'-‘
distraction for the Chinese attacks. Word quickly spreads of an C
outright Chinese invasion. With very limited communications and e By
no TV or radio, there’s very little intelligence broadcast to describe o ¥ aR .
the actual size of incursion troops. Both civilian and military g s 775
organizations prepare for the Chinese invasion. National Guard ik am
units in every state are activated. Reserve units are called up across el ¥
the country as well. Unfortunately, it takes over a week for most : ,.
units to fully activate. e s

With the Pentagon destroyed and communications severely S
compromised, federal armed forces are delayed in responding,

which further allows for the Chinese forces to gain success and
make deep infiltrating strikes. These initial penetrating strikes
are targeted at resupplying food and medical stores. This provides
the Chinese forces the much needed to supplies to allow for an
extended campaign and buy their comrades valuable time to secure
the gains of the true Chinese campaign in the South Pacific. :

With reports of attacks coming in from all over the western .
U.S.,the President institutes Martial Law and assumes control of the -
National Guard (thanks to a bill passed in 2006). Immediately, the
states protest, although their pleas go unheeded. Within days, the
President also signs into effect several Executive Orders, including
splitting the U.S. into regions with military commanders setup to L oh.os
control civilian assets, authorizing the capture and detention of W i
suspected Chinese nationals/sympathizers and suspension of the . .
federal courts. All of which further shift power to the military and Tl b
away from the states and the federal government.

Once accurate intelligence begins to come in about the Chinese e
attacks in the west, the military shifts assets and begins sweep and N at s
clear operations. These operations often create more chaos that g F A
the Chinese attacks. Soon, the Chinese are able to manipulate the =~ -
military into committing large amounts of resources with very
little effort on their part. The military is further hampered due to
mass migrations away from the front line areas. The U.S. highway
system, built to move military assets in case of an attack, actually -
begins to work against the military as it becomes clogged with i.
civilian assets. It often takes days to clear routes in some areas. 1




The federal government, Department of Defense and
senior military officials, now basing themselves out of Cheyenne
Mountain, Colorado, begin to formulate a defense plan that places
Army and Marine forces in reserve and lets National Guard and
Reserve units take the lead on dealing with the Chinese attackers.

The use of nuclear weapons is temporarily banned by the
President at the beginning of the Chinese attack. Even though the
Chinese used nukes against American targets, the President feels
that the collateral civilian damage, risk to allies, and the long term
effects outweigh their potential military value.

The day after the nuclear attack on U.S. soil, China also
successfully launches a series of the next generation of Anti-
SATtellite (ASAT) missiles targeting U.S and Japanese imagery
intelligence satellites. This effectively shields their movements,
build-up and troop locations.

The attack on the U.S. is only the beginning of a major
Chinese offensive in the South Pacific. Also borrowing a page from
WWI I, the Chinese hope the attack on American soil will serve to
stay or delay American forces from their quest for expansion and
domination of the South Pacific. By the time the Americans enter
the battle, China seizes Taiwan and lands assault troops in Korea,
Japan, the Philippines and most of SE Asia.

China focuses all of its military might into a series of island
hopping operations designed to gain as much ground as possible
in the shortest amount of time. The Chinese military commits to
multiple simultaneous operations. The first wave involves Taiwan,
Korea, Japan and the Philippines. Taiwan falls in just over a week,
while the others put up stiff resistance (backed largely by American
forces). However, China gains enough ground in each of their
initial assaults to gain a strong foothold for continued operations.

The Allied forces of Australia and Great Britain, along with
American and Canadian naval assets in the area respond to the
Chinese aggression. Chinese forces land their first waves before
any counteroffensive is launched. Once the Allied coalition naval
forces begin operations against the Chinese, the island hoping
campaign is essentially stopped save for those islands already
occupied.

The Chinese enact the second phase of their campaign, a
ground war throughout SE Asia, starting in Myanmar. A Chinese
army over 500,000 strong pours into the country and begins a
massive ground invasion, again designed to secure as much ground
as possible in the shortest amount of time.

Meanwhile, the U.S. also launches a massive aerial
bombardment campaign of Chinese military targets from bases in
Japan and Guam. The bombardment lasts for 21 days, while both
sides suffer heavy losses in the air. The U.S. does gain a kill-to-loss
ratio of 10-1; however, the sheer numbers of the Chinese aircraft
engaged after three weeks leaves both sides seriously depleted.

Chinese naval forces are systematically hunted and destroyed
by coalition forces. However, the Chinese commit enough air

_ forces to counter the coalition naval forces in the area. In at least

three major engagements, the Chinese are able to put up enough
aircraft for a 10 to 1 ratio. By the end of the aerial campaign, U.S.
and British naval forces are down to only 25% of the original
contingent in the region, including the loss of several aircraft

« carriers. Australian losses are enough to force them to retreat back

into national defense roles.

With little to stop further Chinese aggression in the area,
the U.S. is left with only one option. From the South China Sea,
the USS Kentucky launches her full compliment of two dozen

- nuclear SLBMs at selected military targets throughout China. At

least one warhead is a high altitude detonation over Eastern China

- producing an EMP burst. Effects of the EMP however are not as

devastating as those in the U.S. or Europe because a large portion
of the population lives without the conveniences of the west.

The last warhead strikes in the heart of Beijing, resulting
in hundreds of thousands of civilian deaths. The total death toll .
from the strikes and the resulting affects is estimated to be in the =
millions; however, no official count is ever performed.

Radiation from the nuclear attacks is carried across Japan, -
Korea and even reaches the U.S. mainland. In Japan alone over J
20 million people are affected by radiation related illnesses. Many
major cities in Japan come to a screeching halt as the radioactive
fallout climbs. Several small islands witness a 100% fatality rate 8
due to the fallout. In Guam, almost 60% of the U.S. armed forces j
stationed there succumb to radiation related illnesses. P

Within a week, sickness is reported across the globe. Outside
of China, the U.S. and its allies are the hardest hit. The resulting
environmental impact from so many nuclear strikes (not to
mention those preceding the U.S. and Chinese bombs) results in a
unanimous agreement to cease the use of nuclear weapons.

Also, in September, the U.S. president further infuriates
the states when he issues an executive order to suspend national
elections (after already instituting martial law nationwide), largely
due to the chaos caused by the Chinese attack. There simply is no
longer a traditional infrastructure with which to hold elections.
Most local and state municipalities ignore the EO and proceed
with their own elections.

In another controversial move, the President sends the
military into the larger cities to disrupt and squash the elections.
During several incidents the military fires upon the pollsters in an
attempt to breakup the elections. Riots quickly breakout in several
cities, including Atlanta, Dallas and Detroit. Even with the federal
interference, almost every district is able to elect a new Congress.

The 113th U.S. Congress sets up in Sioux City, lowa. Due to
the current state of the U.S. and the apparent abuses of power,
many people begin calling this the Third Continental Congress.
Their first order of business is to pass laws declaring the current
military control unconstitutional and return power to the civilian
government. This creates a conflict between the civilian government
and military control, dubbed by some as a conflict of wills between
the Civgov and Milgov.

On Sept. 21st, forces from the Islamic Confederation of
Nations invade Iran in an effort to seize the Khorasan region. Since
this region’s major ethnic groups include Uzbeks and Tajiks, the
theory is that many will rise up and join the coalition forces to fight
against the Shi'ite Theocracy. Recruitment is a necessary action,
since the invading force numbers only 30,000 in light infantry,
light armor and virtually no air support. This assumption does not
prove to be true, and by the end of the year, the ICN forces reach no
further than Mashhad and settle in to a well defined containment
zone. As far as the ICN is concerned their mission is somewhat
successful since they have now tied Iran into a two-front war.

After the initial surge of conflict in Europe, the war becomes
relatively peaceful. With little supplies and reduced numbers,
Russian and EU BG units settle into containment zones along the
line of conflict. By November most actions are simple meeting
engagements by elements scrounging for supplies. There will
not be another major action undertaken by either side until next
spring.

With the winter approaching, Canada begins to destabilize.
Southern Canadian cities are without power due to the EMPs
(and thus heat). Riots begin; neighbor turns on neighbor for basic
supplies, and desertion rates skyrocket as service members rush :
home to help loved ones. Not wishing to witness another season A
like the Nuclear Winter of 2011, Canadians look to escape to a )
warmer climate and begin heading south. At first the influx of
“refugees” is welcomed (mainly for their pocketbooks). But by
October the influx turns into a flood. The strain on increasingly -
diminishing supplies becomes too much for some communities to - Wy
withstand, and the welcome quickly wears out. gty







At first there is an attempt to close the borders and beef up
security to stop the flood. It soon becomes evident that short of a
military force there was no way to really stop it. “Concerned” citizens
begin to take up the cause. Men with guns soon begin patrolling the
border region. At first the civilian border patrol’s goals are to detain
and deport. As the problem grew worse and as news trickled in from
the west about the Chinese “invasion”, the detainings eventually turn
into shootings. It isn't long before the shootings turn into executions.

Once word spreads throughout Canadian of the atrocities taking
place across the border, Canadians begin crossing the border armed.
They even go so far as to stop at abandoned army posts for heavy
weapons (several tanks are even commandeered in this effort) all in
order to protect themselves. This move is seen as aggressive by both
the citizen patrols and the military, which sends additional units to
the border.

The International Bridge, in International Falls, MN., collapses
with over 400 Canadians trying to cross into the U.S. Witnesses report
two large explosions on the bridge and a jet flying overhead. The U.S.
explanation of the “explosions” is that the bridge’s support columns
gave way e, while the jets were merely defensive measures against the
armed Canadians.

On November 13th, heavily armed Canadians (with several
Leopard tanks) take up positions overlooking the Sweetgrass,
MT Border Crossing Station. As border patrols attempt to stop
approximately 10,000 people from crossing, the Canadian tanks fire
several warning shots over the station. The U.S. units respond with
fire and the Canadians with yet even more fire. Within 20 minutes
the firefight is over, and the Canadian forces move across the border
securing the crossing.

For the next few months, several more “Sweetgrass” incidents
take place. Each one ends with more and more armed Canadians (AC
or Albert Charles as they are called) crossing into the U.S. Once inside,
there continue to be armed encounters with U.S. defense forces. By
the end of December, the AC engagements outweigh Chinese ones.

While all of the chaos is happening in the U.S., there is still
a need for produced goods. With manufacturing at a stand still
in the U.S., the still functioning Mexican power grid proves too
valuable an asset to ignore. The U.S. Army sends 10 Brigade Combat
Teams (BCT) south of the border to secure manufacturing plants
in Mexico. The plants are also reorganized for wartime production
rather than for children’s toys and cheap home appliances. On

November 25th, elements from the Mexican army move to repel
the invaders.

The Mexican army is devastated in an awesome display of
technological advantage and tactical prowess by the U.S. Army. By
mid-December the Mexican army within the area of occupation is
totally destroyed. The U.S. presses the attack and moves further
south in an effort to stave off any further incursions. By the time
the U.S. military stops, it secures the entire area north of the 24th




parallel and proceeds to settle into a defensive posture.
L ‘s The Mexican military begins a guerilla war against its
occupiers. Hit and run attacks will be a constant presence over the
- next few months. In mid-2013 the Mexican army is augmented by
~  troops from Honduras, Nicaragua and El Salvador, who see the
4 American incursion as an affront to the whole region. Although
the Mexican army does little to oust the American invaders, they
manage to cause high casualty rates among the units securing the
region.
With the reduction of oil from the Middle East and South
America, the U.S. armed forces are forced to restrict the types and
strength of operations they run. These restrictions are not just for
operations in North America but those against the Chinese in SE
& Asia as well. Chinese ground forces take advantage and are able
to edge out their defender and gain more areas of control. By the
(o : end of the year, the Chinese have full control over Myanmar and
are moving east.
;i In South America, the situation goes from bad to worse as the
g, U.S. drug market all but shrivels up. An American Army presence
[ in northern Mexico along with the chaos caused by the EMP cuts
5 : exports to about 20% of what they used to be. The economies of
LN H countries tied to U.S. and European commercial (and illegal) trade
" hit rock bottom by year’s end. Critical services such as hospitals,
police, fire, etc. are cut to the bone and many tragedies result.
v After the shutting down of the Panama Canal, Venezuela and
A Peru also are forced to deal with the tens of thousands of refugees
LA fleeing the threat of war with China. These refugees put further
o strain on the already stretched resources and economy of these
2 countries and force them to take similar actions as North America
s - 7 . _and Europe when they faced mass migrations. Peru strengthens
its border presence to thwart the refugee flood, while Venezuela
NI welcomes the refugees through conscription into the military. After
only a month, Venezuela strengthens their military by 20,000.
Venezuela uses this opportunity to turn its people against
enemies of the state rather than the government. After years of
: pomp and rhetoric, the Venezuelan president, through speeches
s ) of heroic proportions, convinces his people that food, wealth and
e opportunity exist, but they must be willing to take it. In October,
the Venezuelan army crosses the border into Guyana and marches
3 all the way to French Guiana by the end of the year. The Venezuelan
B navy also takes to the sea and begins to take Caribbean islands one
by one from Venezuela to Cuba.
S S This action prompts a token response from the U.S. and
gl Europe due to their own current situations. Not willing to shift
o valuable resources away from homeland defense, the U.S. sends
o only an Expeditionary Strike Group to tackle the Venezuelan navy.
g This is enough however to create a stalemate and tie up Venezuelan
Y naval forces from advancing further north.
%4 The U.S. MEU in Brazil is sent to French Guiana to repel
the Venezuelan invading force. Although outnumbered, their
¢ technological advantage allows the Marines succeed in forcing the
= Venezuelan army to retreat into Suriname. Pressing forward, the
g Marines attempt to continue to drive the Venezuelan army back.
N Unfortunately, the supply train for the MEU begins to dry up, and
% they are forced into a practice of battlefield salvage, thus ending
N their technological advantage. Still superior in training and tactics
L but severely outnumbered, they too are effectively forced into a
& W stalemate situation in Suriname.

o 2013

A : The winter of 2012-2013 is even more brutal than that of
g the Nuclear Winter of 2011, thanks in part to the nuclear attacks
initiated by China. One additional phenomenon witnessed this

winter is the Oakland Flu-a global outbreak of a mutation of H3N2
(“swine flu”), a relative of the virus that caused the 20th century’s ok ey
Spanish Flu pandemic. Over the course of the winter almost 200
million people fall victim to its effects. The first major cases start
popping up in Oakland, CA among captured Chinese soldiers &
then rapidly proliferates throughout the civilian population, who .
then spread it across the U.S., Mexico and Canada. Eventually it
multiplies to Europe and South America. Wy
England and Ireland, while not active participants in the Euro- v

Russo War end up being as devastated as many of the nations who
actively take part in it. The winter of 2012 blankets England and
Ireland in over 10 ft of snow and temperatures below the 0° C mark
for almost three straight months. The death toll in London alone is
estimated at 100,000 just from the freezing temperatures.

_After numerous lIsraeli air strikes against Syrian targets,

two SCUD missile launch sites manage to survive. However, oy v
Syria awaited delivery of a very special payload from Iran. Due ‘ * .
to their involvement in the Great Muslim War, Iran’s shipment ot o

was delayed. This payload is finally delivered on January 1st. On
February 1st, Syria launches six “dirty” SCUD missiles laden with
nuclear material from Iran, all targeting Tel Aviv. All 6 make it
through Israeli defense systems and strike heavily populated
civilian districts. The dirty nature of the attack sets off a nationwide

panic and increases public demand for Israeli officials to take steps e
to end the Syrian aggression. % o A
In retaliation for the dirty bombing of Tel Aviv, Israel publicly y Wi

announces that they are indeed a nuclear power by dropping one

of their nuclear bombs on Damascus. Unfortunately rather than ,_“..‘
causing Syria to back down, the nuclear attack creates uproar “ﬁ
throughout the Muslim nations of the region. Within a week het :

Jordan and Saudi Arabia throw money, men and equipment at the oy
Israeli “problem”. :

While facing eminent extinction, Israel receives a special
offer of life from Egypt. Egypt offers to set aside an area within P
the newly converted desert border area with Libya in exchange for o
Israeli military power and experience, including their remaining Sy
nuclear arsenal. Egypt’s sole agenda is to secure the Canal Zone .
and defend her borders against the east and south. Israel, while
militarily superior, knows the sheer numbers being thrown at

them means defeat is inevitable. Reluctantly, the political and
military commands agree and begin a great exodus into Egypt. SRR
However, many pockets of civilian resistance refuse to leave. Some T -.‘-"’-
conservative estimates put this percentage at around 40% of the S “ .
populace. ¥ e v Wy
It takes three weeks to evacuate the majority to Egypt. Several ;' ';_{‘;‘Fﬁ'-
IDF forces remain behind to cover the exodus, destroy valuable e~ >
military assets (buildings, manufacturing, etc.) and to defend as '---'-""i’-‘v.'."
they could those civilians who refused to leave. For about a week ) "?::_::
after the exodus these units regularly report back, then there is =
silence. Due to strict crackdowns on journalists within the country, o - ";_'_’,‘4
no news escapes the region after mid-March. gy
Seeing weakness from China, India presses into the disputed <

areas between the two nations. Emboldened by the lack of
resistance, India presses further inland not just in the previously
disputed area, but along its entire border.

In early February, Russia sends an old Akula submarine to aid
Venezuela against the U.S. interdictions in the Caribbean. Armed
with several RU-100 (SS-N-16) 20 kt nukes, the sub launches
one of its missiles as soon as it comes within range of the Florida
Keys. Targeting Naval Air Station (NAS) Key West, the Russian
sub attempts to deprive the U.S. of an Armament Systems Wing
(ASW) base.

The sub continues up the Florida coast striking Miami before .
heading further north toward Charleston, SC. U.S. naval elements = ., -
manage to intercept the Akula, and after several days of “playing
hide and seek” they manage to sink her off the north Florida coast.




Before she goes down, the sub launches one more strike against
coastal targets, hitting Savannah, GA.

The spring brings with it a chance for a renewed effort by
both sides on the European front. Russia prepares for one last big
push into Germany and Italy in hopes of finally breaking through
the resistance. EU BGs prepare to stage several large pushes into
Russian occupied territories in order to break their holds and
disrupt their supply chain, forcing them to withdrawal.

Needing oil and gas in order to survive another year, England
reluctantly agrees to enter the war on the EU side. Two brigades of
Royal marines are mustered (although it takes cannibalizing quite

= “a few units to form the brigades due to the winter devastation).

Incensed with the Russian nuclear attack, American forces in
the United Kingdom (UK) side with them and take part in the
operation. As soon as the brigades are formed, the navies set sail
with a sizeable fleet heading to Murmansk. The daring move is
designed to hit the Russians from behind drawing their attention
away from the frontline with Europe, while at the same time giving
England a chance to raid for much needed supplies. :

Russia also augments their front lines, by shifting interior °
forces to the front during the winter. Russian forces then stage
a two front surge, one toward Berlin and the other one toward
Vienna. Both assaults run head first into an EU counteroffensive. +"




Murmansk. Due to the extreme winters and the fact that the

Russian navy is almost non-existent at this point, the marines
make headway. They manage to secure Murmansk and the Kola
Peninsula within the first week and proceed to march south.

Unfortunately the supplies at Murmansk were already raided
by the Russian army and what little civilian population tried to ride
out the winters. The Allied navy does not have enough supplies to
return or even carry out additional movements, so they choose to
fortify at the Severomorsk naval base.

They manage to make it as far south as Kem before meeting
any sizable resistance from the Russian Army. Allied forces manage
to setup a solid defensive perimeter and within a month settle into
containment and effectively hold everything north of Kem.

Along the European frontlines fighting is intense; however,
neither side is able to gain headway over the other. Within a month
the frontlines stabilize into pretty much the same areas as before
the surges. The offensives officially wrap up by May, and both sides
settle into a stalemate situation, lacking enough resources to cause
any further effective progress.

The New Year isan ambitious one for the U.S. military. Having
spent the winter planning, supplying and recruiting, the army is
prepared to make targeted thrusts on all three fronts. With low fuel
reserves though, it takes 3 months to position men and equipment
for their assault. This is precious time that is put to good use by
their enemies as they dig in and fortify their positions.

The U.S. sends an additional battalion of troops and a
company of Abrams tanks to strengthen the force protecting the
manufacturing centers in Mexico. This allows the military to
perform search and destroy missions, expanding their zone of
controls. Out of the three offenses, this move turns out to be the
most successful.

The Chinese infiltrators have plenty of time to secure their
positions and prepare for any offensive to dislodge them from their

* gains. The Chinese add hit-and-run and insurgent style tactics

against the Americans all along their trek through the west. By the
time the Americans reach any of the Chinese defensive perimeters,
they end up being down to about half supplies and low on fuel.
Within a month of fighting, the U.S. army shifts their focus from
ousting the invaders to containing them.

The Canadian offensives end in the same result for the U.S.
army. With plenty of time to prepare, the Canadians make great use
of the winter snow melting. With rivers and creeks over flowing and
clear terrain all but impassable due to mud, this leaves only well
paved roads for transport. With enough time, the Canadians setup
roadblock after roadblock, obstacle after obstacle and purposely
destroy most of the main arteries to and from the north.

In February, an additional Army enters into the North
American conflict. Alarge Russian Army contingent invades Alaska.
Their intent appears to merely be to secure U.S. oil sources. They
are able to reach Juno before meeting any resistance. The city is
mostly deserted, and the Russians are able to setup Juno as a rear
headquarters. From there they launch raids against Canadian and
American forces. Both militaries put up token resistance, however,
neither are able to mount an effective counteroffensive.

By May, all American offensives wind to a halt. The Americans
lose very little to casualties along the way, but spend more supplies
than they had anticipated. The fuel shortages force them to ditch
about 75% of their vehicles, and those remaining are sent to the
rear and used sparingly. Ammunition supply is also running low.
Most soldiers only have 1-2 magazines worth of ammo left when
the stalemate happens. Attrition becomes the name of the game.

The situation in the U.S. steadily deteriorates even before the
failed offensives. Cities throughout the U.S. are effectively acting
as their own city states. With a stable population of people who are
able to survive in the current situation, the southeast fairs much
better than the rest of the U.S. While not official until after the
disillusion of the Union, the southeastern U.S. revives the idea of
a loose confederation of states. Most northern cities are simply
abandoned due to both the Canadian threat and the severe winters.
Urban areas are the worst; there just isn’t a way to survive once the
power goes out.

Engaged at four front lines in North American (not to mention
the additional fronts throughout the world), the U.S. is also dealing
with growing conflict between the Civgov and Milgov. In May,
Georgia declares its sovereign right for independence against what
they see as an unconstitutional military controlled government.
With forces stretched thin, the Milgov is unable to deal with the
secession. Soon after, other southern states (Mississippi, North
and South Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Arkansas,
Louisiana and Texas) also declare their independence.

The U.S. is not alone in this situation; many other foreign
governments strain under their current conditions. It is not
uncommon for federal governments to simply disappear and leave
things in total anarchy.

On July 4th, 2013 the president of the United States delivers
his “Good Luck” speech. This speech is picked up by ham operators
around the world and rebroadcast through every available method
of communication. Although the U.S. has for all practical purposes
ceased to exist for some months now, this speech officially marks
the end of the last great super power.
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will grow dull, and their ardor will be dampened. If you lay siege to a town, you will exhaust your strength. Again, if the campaign is T o
protracted, the resources of the State will not be equal to the strain. Now, when your weapons are dulled, your ardor dampened, your e

— Sun Tzu, the Art of War

Theworld of Twilight: 2013 is physically and technologically
no different than the world of today; it's still the planet Earth
in the 21st century. What differences there are come from the
living conditions on the ground in 2013. With both nuclear and
conventional attacks throughout the world, numerous cities are
destroyed or abandoned and in many instances, both. Those
remaining cities are but a remnant of their former selves and with
only a fraction of their former population.

Life outside of major cities shifts as well; many now are
comparable to forts both in style and physical features. What
governments previously existed are now gone; replaced with
whatever fits the local needs of the people or most often by
whomever is strongest to take it. Life between the towns and
cities is a virtual no-mans land where only the toughest or most
desperate dwell.

Even areas that saw little to no actual combat experience
conditions that range from what people of 2008 would call normal
to complete and utter devastation. Bombs and bullets were not
the only things to bring cities down and governments to a halt.
Whole cities, and even some countries, felt the destructive power
of the global depression, disease, epidemics, starvation, dwindling
birth rates and climbing death rates, and other equally crippling
circumstances. No place is immune to the chaos wrought by the
Twilight War.

The Euro-Russo War has currently drawn to a stalemate.

- Russian forces occupy all of the former Warsaw Pact countries
along with parts of Germany, Austria and Italy. Scattered forces
throughout Eastern Europe, Germany, Spain, Italy and France
create havoc where they can.

Europe now lies in ruins. The massive Russian nuclear assault
on France left that nation’s territory a virtual dead zone separating
the Iberian Peninsula from the rest of the continent. Germany
and Poland once again saw countless battles on their soil, and the
Balkan nations are a chaotic mess of lawless fiefdoms. European
Russia is no better — cities hit with both nuclear and conventional
weapons have laid further waste to the region.

The Great Muslim War has also drawn to a stalemate in
the Middle East. Baghdad is in the hands of Iran along with most
of the southern regions. Most of central and western Iraq is under
Saudi control. Northern Iraq is now Kurdistan, along with parts of
southern Turkey and western Iran. The Islamic Confederation of
Nations occupies a section of northeast Iran; however, most of that
fighting has died down to just an occasional skirmish action.

Saudi Arabia seized all of the Arabian Peninsula. Syria now
occupies what was once Lebanon and Israel. Islamic factions are
struggling for control over the Israeli resources and religious sites.
The Pakistani civil war ripped the country apart. Pakistanis are
vying for control with Afghani, Taliban and Indian occupation
forces.

The North American Conflict, while not classified as
a stalemate _has wound down to a relative calm. Chinese forces
secured several small towns in the west. Canadians claim large
sections along: the northern border, including most of New
England. American forces occupy sections of Mexico along the
border with the U.S., but Mexican and other Central American
militias are staging an effective insurgency. Russia entered into
the conflict - securing the rich oil deposits off their neighboring
region and creating a containment zone out of former Alaska and

. strength exhausted and your treasure spent, other chieftains will spring up to take advantage of your extremity. Then no man, however
wise, will be able to avert the consequences that must ensue... In war, then, let your great object be victory, not lengthy campaigns.
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After the dissolution of the country, the U.S. is split into rival
factions trying to claim presidency and re-unite the country. Many
cities and towns, however, are simply operating as individual
city states. The exception is in the southeastern U.S. where the
states faired better than most and created a loose confederation
of states.

The War of Chinese Aggression (as some have labeled
it) is all over the map in the South Pacific. Chinese forces occupy
many countries in Southeast Asia. China itself is unstable after
the nuclear attack with large portions of the surviving population
seeking refuge in the newly absorbed countries. Unfortunately
for the nations of the region, this helps to solidify the Chinese
occupation in these areas.

The massive American nuclear attack on China inflicts as
much devastation among neighboring countries as the Chinese
invasions. Nuclear fallout and radiation blanket the sector causing
millions of casualties due to sickness and death. Chinese forces
occupy parts of Japan, Korea and the Philippines, the whole of
Myanmar and Taiwan, and clusters of small islands in the region.

The War of the Amazon is a unique case study in regards
to the Twilight War. South America is weathering the aftermath
best of all other continents. While the nations of South America
battled almost as long as everyone else, their wars were 100%
conventional and mostly limited to unpopulated areas, thus
leaving most of their infrastructures intact. .

The Forgotten War of Africa is a study in contrasts. Along
the Mediterranean coast, Egypt and Libya have united in all but
name, and are positioning to become the dominant force in the =
area. French refugees and nationals have flooded into Algeria.




Sub-Saharan Africa suffered few direct effects of the global war,
but deep-seated tribal and regional conflicts have only increased
in ferocity. The interior of the country devolved into an all out
war, and the coastal areas exist only as a refuge from the interior
fighting. Utopia and South Africa being the exceptions, have
survived virtually intact. South Africa has even managed to thrive.
: Its industrial complex has become a major supplier of arms and

o & ' equipment for many of the world’s conflicts.
2 o i All of the political power shifts and border rearrangements
- . go above and beyond the other global effects of the Twilight
1 War. Outside of the major conflict regions, almost every nation
R on the globe suffers the environmental and economic effects of the

il Twilight War as well.

et
MAJOR CONFLICT REGIONS
|
~:- 1o The majority of the Twilight War centered in Europe, the
5 Middle East, Asia and North America. The heaviest fighting, most
T _ destruction and highest death tolls took place in those theaters of
e L operations. But destruction and devastation were not limited to

these locations. Almost every corner of the world witnessed some
: aspect of the War, if not direct conflict then by indirect means such
R 5 e as fallout, nuclear winter, famine or other such catastrophes.

. EUROPE

Prior to the Twilight War, many of the countries of Central
- and Eastern Europe were experiencing a revival of sorts. Their
economies were beginning to improve.
y Much of the war between Russia and the European Union
" is fought on land that has already seen countless battles. For
thousands of years, militaries faced off across the varied terrain,
- fighting for scarce resources, ethnic and religious causes, and
‘sometimes nothing more than a route through the region.

r{J' ih

Fallout from the Russian counterattack on France rains all
over the region, and the land bears dozens of scars from battles
between Russian and European Union forces. Transportation
and communication networks lie in shambles, and civil authority
is virtually non-existent in many areas. The previous winters
have also taken their toll on the land; rivers are swollen, towns
flooded, roads washed away, and farmlands now lay buried
beneath debris.

UK

France’s 2011 nuclear attack on Belarus causes problems for
many countries throughout the world, none more troublesome
than for the UK. Britons for the most part agree with France in
principal, but once Russia responds with a nuclear attack of its
own, the situation becomes even more complicated.

The British Prime Minister spearheads the negotiations
with both France and Russia against any further use of nuclear
weapons. British people setup and organize humanitarian
missions to both France and Belarus. British companies provide
oil, gas and fuel to her European allies during the winter of
2011. The British navy provides security and safe passage for
commercial vessels in the North Atlantic and the Mediterranean
during the stand off.

Once the Russian invasion becomes inevitable, the Queen
and Parliament decided it is in the best interest of the British
Empire to stay neutral and provide for the safety of her people.
For most of 2012, the UK is content to contain the war in Europe
and minimize its impact, not just in Europe but elsewhere around
the world. It isn’t until the situation in the UK becomes dire that
the Queen and Parliament enter the Euro-Russo War.




Ironically, a single report changes everyone’s mind. In March
2013, a Government study suggests that the combined factors
of lack of power for heating, lack of food, violent crime, lack of

shelter, lack of medicine, lack of hospitals, disease outbreaks

(including tuberculosis as well as the Oakland pandemic) and
insufficient emergency services are responsible for depletion of
Britain’s population to approximately between 7 and 18 million.
It also estimates supplies the country will need over the coming
year to survive and start to rebuild. According to the study, the
required resources are running dangerously low. Needing larger
supplies of oil and natural gas in order to survive another year,
Britain reluctantly agrees to enter the European War. The UK
is able to convince their American allies (who needed no real
convincing after the Florida nuking) to side with them and take
part in Operation Marauder — the invasion of Russia.

By mid-2013 the UK is now like many nations throughout the
world, a mere shell of its once glorious self. On the home front
things are starting to fall apart rapidly. The winters of the two
previous years killed millions. The Oakland Flu, now reaching the
British Isles, adds to the death toll from the winter of 2012. The
country’s infrastructures, such as roads and buildings, begin to
deteriorate due to the extreme climate and lack of maintenance.

Mass evacuations take place from UK cities; children and
others are sent out into the UK countryside, just as they were in
World War Il. Many are taken in by micro-national settlements,
and civilian militias are formed by local police and ex-military, to
help protect the evacuees. The government grants formal approval
of this, forming a Civil Defense organization; its Wardens are
civilians, ex-police and ex-military volunteers recruited to patrol
the communities where they live.

The Prime Minister vanishes shortly prior to this
announcement when a government transport convoy is attacked
by armed gangs outside of Birmingham. The King selects an

* ex-Conservative Member of Parliament as his successor, who

enthusiastically begins to implement the directives of the new
monarch, efficient past the point of care or concern for the
wellbeing of the surviving population. Under the new governments
supervision, Civil Defense is renamed Civil Protection, and the
emphasis shifts from protecting and assisting the public to making
sure that government infrastructure is maintained, and orders
are carried out. A large number of Civil Defense Wardens quit in
protest.

Civil Defense (CD) is usually found in the micro-national
settlementsasadedicated militia/policeforce, focused ondefending
the town, making sure that supplies are distributed properly and
that peace and order is maintained. They were respected members
of their community, loyal to the public and to their town.

Civil Protection (CP) in government-controlled areas is
mostly petty bureaucrats and thugs in uniform. They are loyal to
the Government, and assist in monitoring communities to make
sure no uprisings occur. That's not to say that there weren'’t a few
CP Wardens grandfathered in from CD, who believe that CP is
largely corrupt and totalitarian. These individuals are either too
scared to argue, or work from within CP to assist the Resistance
movement.

The remaining governments of Wales and Cornwall state
that they will not follow the dictates of the King, as long as these
methods are used, and declare their secession from the United
Kingdom in.order to become independent nations focused on their
own survival. Wales and Cornwall form a joint defense pact against
the Royal Armed Forces.

All communications with Ireland cease shortly afterward,
and western coastal towns in-England start to suffer raids from the

“west. All along the Eastern coastline, European insurgents conduct

hit-and-run raids for supplies, leading the government to build
makeshift torpedo batteries and minefields to aid in defense.
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With the breaking away of the rest of the Home Nations, the
political entity known as the United Kingdom ceases to exist, and
in its place rises the Kingdom ruled by King Alexander IV. In the
best interests of the new state’s security, and to prevent the spread
of plague, the King declares the Kingdom’s borders sealed. The
British Isles become an island fortress, with the eastern coastlines
watched by Royal troops and civil militia, and surrounding waters
patrolled by the remnants of the Royal Navy.

France

In 2010, everything changes for France. The Coupe de France
incident sets the country and its people on a course that eventually
leads to their demise. By 2013, France essentially exists only as
a footnote in history. Today France is mostly a no-mans land.
Beyond the nuclear attacks, the winters of 2011 and 2012, along
with the Oakland Flu manage to wreck further havoc with the
already decimated nation. Millions die from disease, malnutrition
and the elements in the year and a half after the nukes hit. France’s
once majestic cities now lay in ruin from riots, fire and neglect.
Those few cities still intact are controlled by military garrisons.

France’s major population centers are destroyed in the

* nuclear attacks of 2011. The remaining cities, towns and villages

either dissolve in the fallout or to the Nuclear Winter of 2011 (and
the subsequent winter of 2012). Ironically, many of the French
survivors of the initial nuclear attack become refugees in Spain,
England and Germany. By 2013, the population of France is down
to about a tenth of its pre-war numbers.

The government of France is eliminated in the nuclear
strike that hit Paris. The French president along with the Prime
Minister and most of the parliament are killed in the blast or its

. secondary effects (fires, fallout and building collapses). The loss of

the government creates delays in responding to the nuclear attack,
create more chaos and lead to many cities burning out of control.
The French military assumes control and issues martial law and
many other strict control measures, including sealing all borders

- and immediately recalling all military units from foreign soil.

The French military does not fair much better than the
federal government, although the upper military command
structure manages to survive intact. Military bases in Paris, Brest,
Champagne and Orleans are almost 100% destroyed in the attack.
However, with military bases scattered throughout the country,
most of the French military machine survives the initial attacks.

Before the nukes hit France, the French military is already
making plans to redeploy all of its forces on foreign soil. After the
nukes hit, the military sends out an instant communiqué to all
foreign-based French troops — abandon your post and return to
France immediately. By 2013, only about half of the military forces
have returned (most of which are naval and aerial forces). Many
French army units are still trying to make their way back to France,
although some simply give up and either offer their services to
their host country or throw down their weapons and blend in with
the civilian populace.

On a side note to history, the U.S. interdiction of the French
retaliation attacks immediately puts the two nations on unstable
ground. There are serious discussions at the most senior levels in
France about listing the U.S. as an enemy nation and seizing all
of its assets inside the country. If not for the almost unanimous
voice from other EU countries France would have most certainly
done so.

As of 2013, France is nothing more than a handful of
independent city states, mostly in the south. Each of these cities
acts as its own independent governing body, although many
still pay homage to one of the two seats of power. Lyon is the
headquarters of the tattered French military, while Bordeaux is the
seat of a new French civilian leadership. No population center of
more than 100,000 exists north of Lyon, and the majority of those
are only small villages.

Germany

When France launches its nukes at targets in Belarus;
Germany is placed in a precarious situation; support a longtime
ally and accept the consequences or stand neutral in the face of
extremism. In the end, Germany chooses to side with France and
strikes a blow against terrorism and the states that support it.

German heavy industry is the single largest target of the
aerial campaign of 2012 by the Russians. Every major German city
is targeted in a fierce bombardment that has not been seen since
WWII. The bombing is so intense, several cities, such as Bremen,
are almost completely leveled. The loss of the Bremen industry
is especially hard on the Germans as it was home to many food
producing companies. 3

In the waning months of 2012, the German Chancellor meets .-
with the Queen of Denmark in private. The details of discussions at
this meeting are never released publicly, although there are plenty
of conspiracy theories about it. In January of 2013, the Queen of
Denmark surprises everyone and dissolves the parliament, then<®
announces a peaceful annexation of Denmark by Germany. This;s'
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effectively gives total control of access to and from the Baltic Sea to
the Germans. Theoretically, this also gives Germany easier access
to the Russian rear areas going overland through Sweden (after
crossing the Baltic of course). As of the summer of 2013, Germany
is not utilizing this feature to attack the Russian homeland.

In order to secure the region of Denmark with little
resistance from her citizens, Germany floods the major
population areas with what food and medical supplies it can
afford. While the majority of the population is opposed to the
annexation, the influx of food, fuel and medicine quiets most
dissenters. A resistance group, the Holger Danske (in honor
of the WWII group of the same name) organizes in the city of
Copenhagen to fight what they call the German Invasion and
Occupation of Denmark but as of 2013 is lightly armed and
poorly trained.

Germany of 2013 is a mish-mash of territories under
differing control. Whole sections along the western border with
France, where the nuclear fallout is concentrated the most, are
virtually deserted and effectively lawless. Central Germany is

* under civilian control with some semblance of normalcy, albeit

greatly reduced because of the lack of supplies and population.
Eastern Germany is mostly under military rule by one side or
the other. Russians control the northeast corner of Germany as
far south as Templin with the remainder of eastern Germany
under EU authority of varying countries.

Italy

Much of Italy’s industrial complex is destroyed in the
conventional bombing campaign by the Russians. What is left of
it now resides in the southern portion of the peninsula. Outside
of the aerial bombardment, the only fighting Italy sees on its
own soil is carried out by its own citizens.

The military now rules large parts of the north, in part
due to the fighting with the Russians and also due to the lack of
civilian control. Throughout the Italian peninsula Martial Law
is declared. In addition to that and other totalitarian measures,
the military issues a draft for all able-bodied men and women of
fighting age, putting a further strain on the Italian populace.

The civilian population decides that their situation is the
result of the government’s policies and actions. The military’s
enactment of martial law and effectively seizing control of the
government adds fuel to their fire. Several insurgent groups
are actively engaged in a guerilla-style war to wrestle control
away from the military and return ltaly to a civilian controlled
government, one which will end the war and declare peace.

Major ltalian cities are either destroyed or in anarchy.
While the more remote and rural cities are increasingly insular
and isolationist, most of the cities in central and southern Italy
are cantonments or independent city states. Both Sardinia and
Sicily declare their independence from Italy. Sardinia forms a
strategic alliance and mutual assistance pact with Corsica.

Spain

In early 2012, Russian VDV forces are air dropped into
the Spanish countryside. Operating in platoon-sized elements,
the Russians make contact with Basque separatists. Arming
them with equipment and training, the Spetsnaz “advisors” use
the separatists as their military action troops against Spain.
Spanish forces are able to keep the separatists in check until they
manage to capture a large quantity of heavy weapons and even
a few armored vehicles. With this “acquisition”, the separatists
increase their attacks, targeting valuable military resources.

With their new company of Spanish tanks, the Basque
separatists move on the Portugal town of Chaves. Their goal is
to strike discord between Portugal and Spain, hoping to force
Spain into a three-front war, which will stretch their supplies
and men too thin. Their tactics are successful in forcing armed
conflict between Spain and Portugal. However, Spain drops out
of the Euro-Russo conflict.

These actions eventually force Spain to withdraw from
the Euro-Russo war altogether. In August, orders are issued
for all Spanish military units capable of returning home to do
so immediately. Those not capable of immediate return are
ordered to hold fast until such time as they can be retrieved.
Most of these units “on hold”, are forced to merge with other EU
units in early 2013, because of lack of supplies.

Spain is a favorite target of Russian forces vying for control
of the Mediterranean. During the summer of 2012, Russian
naval forces launch an assault on Gibraltar. It takes three weeks
to establish control of the city by Russian marines. By August,
Russians control the entire southern tip of Spain south of San
Roque.

Today, Spain is embroiled in armed conflict throughout
its borders; facing Portugal on the west, Basque separatists
and French refugees from the north and Russian forces from
the south with civilian riots breaking out all over due to lack of
food, heat and electricity. The Spanish government consolidates
forces in Madrid, Saragossa, Barcelona and secures the link
between these cities. Outside of this region, Spain and Portugal
have devolved into random chaos and border disputes with both
sides claiming large swathes of territory.

Scandinavia

During the major naval combat phase of the Euro-Russo
war, EU naval assets use Norway bases for refueling and
resupply. Doing so forces the Russian Navy to target these
ports and bases for both bombardment and seizure. The
Russian attacks damaged large sections of the country’s critical
infrastructure, completely cutting most cities off from each
other. As of 2013 there are still a handful of Russian Naval
Infantry units engaging Norwegian and EU armed forces in and
around Norwegian coastal towns.

On a strategic note, Norway still has a limited capacity to
produce oil, but at the moment the country has no real way to 7

sell and deliver the product.
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On the combat front, Sweden escapes the fate of most of
her European counterparts. The only combat casualties the
nation suffers are related to EU BG operations in Africa prior to
the Euro-Russo War and then later in the defense of the eastern
European borders against the Russian advance. No major
combat actions take place inside Swedish borders; a few coastal
: areas do see some small unit/maritime operations.

“m The last few years haven't been easy on the Swedish people,
h though. Several factors lead to the decline of the Swedish way of
life; namely, accepting more refugees (post-nuclear exchange)
and immigrants (pre-nuclear exchange) than what they can

handle, and ‘semi-organized’ crime spirals out of control.
Sweden is now just as fragmented as almost every other
European country, with no true central government. Small
areas are in a state of chaos and anarchy, but as with their peer
nations, most problems are related to lack of food, medicine,

. and other basic necessities.

L 2 ] Also not wanting to leave a large section of their border
= open to EU BGs to simply walk across and into their flank, the
Fatats Russians send two army divisions to spearhead the assault
into Finland. The Russians’ primary goal is to secure naval
operations on the Gulf of Finland and on the northern parts of
Baltic Sea. By invading and holding southern Finland Russians

- will have control of the Finnish Coastal regions and hamper any
X attempted EU operation against the Russian flank.

: The fighting is bloody, and expensive for both parts. In

- the end, Russians manage to gain control of the eastern parts

of Finland, but at that point Russian supply is nonexistent (as
the focus is now on the eastern European front), and the troops
’ focus of survival. Most of the Eastern Finland is “no-mans land”,
S A with Russian troops, Russian refugees from Republic of Karelia,
o small numbers of Finnish troops and some of the original
population occasionally fighting for food and other necessities.
T Eastern Finland becomes a region where the value of humanity
ARy is measured against the value on a few calories each day.

Western Finland experiences the war mostly in the form of
small unit operations and aerial bombings of its major industrial
and military targets. Once it realizes the Finns have no way of
forcing the Russians out of eastern Finland, they decided to
withdraw, consolidate and secure the central and western parts
of the country. This is the situation in late 2012. The last few
resources of the Finnish military are assigned to protect the
west and keep Russian forces from reaching Helsinki.

Northern Finland is more affected by the nuclear winters
than anything else. Prior to the onslaught of the Twilight War,
the northern regions had a very low population density. The
recent decimating winters force the remaining population in the
north to migrate into the southern regions. There are still some
Finnish military troops holding individual areas here and there,
but for the most part northern Finland (areas north of Qulu) is

_ relatively quiet.

Switzerland

- As expected, Switzerland declares its neutrality in 2011

~ and maintains it through the Euro-Russo War. After the EMP
hits Europe, the Swiss issue a moratorium on all banking until
a manual audit can be performed; effectively seizing all foreign
3 assets being held by Swiss banks. This sends shockwaves
. throughout the international community; however, there is

. little anyone can do as no one can spare the time and manpower
o s to fight the issue.
. The last communication from Switzerland is sent in
;.' November of 2012 by short wave radio. It declares that the
- sovereign nation of Switzerland is off limits to any outsiders for
- the duration of the conflict. Shortly thereafter, all roads, tunnels
_and passageways into Switzerland are dynamited. Nothing

is heard from this tiny nation afterward. Several German and
Austrian teams are sent to Switzerland to reestablish contact; .
however, all contact is lost with those teams. =

Turkey and Greece =

Both Turkey and Greece see the proverbial writing on '
the wall with the French retaliation to the Russian nuclear
strikes. Within days of the French nuclear attack on Russia, &
both Greece and Turkey formally withdraw from NATO and £
declare their neutrality with regards to the Euro-Russo conflict. j
However, their motives are slightly less noble than avoiding ¥
open warfare.

The gradual resolution of tensions between Greece and
neighboring Turkey during the end of the 20th and early years
of the 21st centuries disintegrates under the mounting pressures
that lead to the Twilight War. A low-intensity war begins in
late 2012 and continues to this day between the two countries
over Cyprus and possession of small islands and petroleum
reserves in the Aegean Sea.

Offshore artillery and small scale invasions leave many
Greek and Turkish coastal cities in shambles. Further in
country, many towns are free from combat damage but suffer the
usual effects of the war: famine, resource strain, refugees, etc.
Currently, both sides have fighting forces in most major coastal
cities, and neither can claim a definitive foothold in the other’s
territory. Cyprus becomes the Lebanon of the Mediterranean.

Other Nations

The Netherlands and Belgium both suffer from the
Russian aerial and naval campaigns to destroy shipping and
port access. The city of Amsterdam is heavily bombed and what
isn’'t destroyed in the bombing is wiped out due to the flooding
that occurs. As cities are targeted, bombed and destroyed, it
forces the citizens of these two countries to pack tighter into
already densely populated areas. Refugees streaming out
of France further exacerbate the living conditions in these
countries.

In an ironic twist, French citizens feel they were being
treated poorly - like second class citizens by their Dutch and
Belgium hosts. Rioting begins during the winter of 2012 when
food supplies become extremely sparse and tensions with the
French reach their breaking points. By the spring of 2013, those
cities not destroyed by the Russians, are smashed by civil unrest
and protests. By the summer of 2013, The Netherlands and
Belgium are reduced to an almost complete state of anarchy.

Luxemburg suffers heavily due to fallout from the French
nuclear attacks and the subsequent winters. In 2011, the fallout
claims almost 25% of the population, with another 10% seriously
ill. The following winters eradicate an additional 60% of the
population. While Luxemburg declares neutrality in the Euro-
Russo conflict and thus is spared any direct actions against it,
the side effects from the war cause this little principality to
exist only on paper now. Spared from bombing, the Luxemburg
industry is largely intact; it merely lacks manpower. None of the
surrounding countries take any action to secure Luxemburg and
claim her land, yet.

Monaco suffers not from radiation or bombing or even
from riots, Monaco is severely dependant on tourism. Once the :
Russians nuke France, tourism becomes a forgotten memory. A,
By the summer of 2012, many Monacans begin to migrate to '+
Italy or southern France, looking for food and work. By 2013, ="
there are only about 1000 people living in the various wards.
The EMP that hits Europe cripples many of the cruise and
luxury ships that are docked in and around Monaco at the time. ;.- e
Most are repairable but are simply left behind in the exodus. S




RUSSIA

S Russia did not start the war according to the Russian

%, president; Russia is merely defending itself from imperialistic

© = aggression. All the same, Russia is now embroiled in one of the
largest, most destructive wars in all of history.

Unlike many nations (the U.S. included), Russia maintains
its presence as a country. There is still a functioning central
government that controls both the civilian and military aspects of
the nation.

To effectively deal with such a vast country and the lack of
centralized control, Russia converts itself over to a more feudal
system of governmental control. The central government sets up

. city-states, all controlled by loyal party hardliners. These party
officials report back to the central government, along with paying
the appropriate taxes (in food, materials and manpower), for these
city-states are loosely monitored and act in a semi-autonomous

’ manner.

Because of this loose federation of city-states with long
leashes, the conditions in each of them vary from one to the next.
Some, such as Krasnodar, are ruled by a brutal tyrant who treats
his citizens as his personal play things. Others, such as Samara, are
governed by a true patriot of the people who protects her citizens
and treats them respect.

Western Russia
By 2013, it is difficult to determine where Eastern Europe
ends and Western Russia begins, partly because of the heavy
damage both receive from the Euro-Russo War and partly because
of the conquests Russia makes in the region. By July 2013, Russia
secures many of the Eastern European nations that once made
: up the Warsaw Pact and slowly makes headway into Central
" g8 . Europe. But even with the military successes in Europe, back in
i the motherland things are not going so well.

; The aerial campaigns from EU forces destroy many cities and
industries in Western Russia. Most of the cities such as Moscow,
Leningrad, Kiev and the like are leveled during the bombing.
Thanks to the EMPs there is no more public technology. What little
food sources survive in the west are either irradiated, frozen or
both. What the Europeans don’t destroy the Russian government
takes, by force most of the time.

Southern Russia
Southern Asia is an area forgotten by the west but not by
Russia. Having been involved in armed conflict in the region for
- decades before the Twilight War, Russia seizes the opportunity

byt to end it once and for all. Using the entire forces available to the

North Caucasus Military District, Russia moves to wipe out all
opposition in the region and secures its southern region from
spillover from the Great Muslim War.

g Eastern Russia

Russia, being indifferent to the polluted lands of the Chinese
and Koreans, spends most of the war propping up her eastern
border defenses to prevent invasions and floods of refugees from
crossing over. In 2013, Russia changes tactics in the east. Still
uninterested in Southeast Asia, Russia heads further east crossing,

3 ) into North America. Using the well-rested and equipped eastern

forces, Russia secures Alaska and parts of northwest Canada.
Along with military forces, Russia sends thousands of
oil workers and engineers to tap into the region’s oil deposits,
especially in the ANWAR.
g In retaliation to this act of aggression, the U.S. launches its
remaining contingent of nuclear missiles into eastern Russia;
targeting supply lines, industry and military control points. By
spring of 2013, northeast Siberia begins to. resemble western

X 1
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Russia in terms of death and destruction. Civilian survivors seek
refuge in the Krasnoyarsk Krai and make this the most populous
region of all of Russia. . :
In June 2013, the Krasnoyarsk Krai declares its independence N 2 A
from Russia, and military assets in the region are seized by loyalists y X
to the new patriotic government. In reality, the only control the new
government has is centered in Krasnoyarsk itself. Outside of that
city, there is no control, no government, Russian or otherwise.

;i'. A B
Baltic States s
While taking the fight to the Europeans, Russia can not afford s 4
to leave the Baltic states (nor access points) in a position to threaten o - :',;‘ gt
their rear echelons. Along with the Russian forces in Kaliningrad e
Oblast, the Russians pull several divisions of interior forces and g s
send them to Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. Without defense from e ¥ v A
Europe or America, the states fall in less than a month, leaving the :“’
Russian rear protected. The only real resistance the Russians face e o
is outside of Riga, where combined with elements of the Estonian faiae
and Lithuanian armed forces, the Latvian army holds out for three e
weeks against the Russian invasion. e x :
The Russians for the most part abuse the Baltic region A l S S
for conscription and supplies for their march toward Western i b
Europe. This region was assaulted heavily by EU naval forces at " ,4":@'}4'\;

the beginning of 2012, and as such has very little industry left.
Those areas of industry critical to the war effort are moved into the
central areas of mother Russia.

Kaliningrad Oblast

As the staging area for the Russian invasion of Eastern
Europe, Kaliningrad Oblast receives its share of retaliation from s
the EU counter bombardment. The bombings are tactical rather W
than strategic in nature, aimed mainly at massed troop formations, L
thereby leaving the region’s industry largely intact. S

A minor invasion by a German armored brigade takes place el
near Pionerskij in the fall of 2012, in hopes of slowing Russian v
approach to Berlin. The German units are not able to make g

much headway into the region but do have a solid hold on the
western coast. Now cut off from the fatherland, the units setup
containments throughout the coastal region and settle into limited
harassment engagements only.

The rest of the Kaliningrad Oblast fairs much better than the =
rest of the region. Russia keeps the area as a major supply route for
the European advance; meaning that food, fuel and other supplies
are in ready abundance as they make their way to the front. Still, =~ =
the area is controlled primarily through military might.
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Ukraine and Belarus

As of the start of the Euro-Russo War these countries
technically no longer exist. Russia invades and conqueres the
Ukraine in 2010 and Belarus in 2011. One of Russia’s first acts in
each of these regions is to move what critical industries they have
into central Russia.

Both of these countries are a vital part of the Russian invasion
plan and the EU knows this. During the aerial war preceding
the ground invasion, both countries are continually targeted.

LS "0 As a result, almost all of the cities are effectively leveled, and

AN 2 the population disperses out into the countryside (at least what
A . remains).

| g In recent months the various insurgent groups (birthed by

“'I\" i . Russia seizing control of both countries) begin to operate more

brazenly and attack more hardened military targets. This forces

L _ Russia to shift some of its fighting forces around to these areas
o AN to protect what supply trains they do manage to operate. Due to
:,T.“L".““ : the weakened state of the Russian military though, its provincial

s government resorts to more drastic measures to quell the

insurgency. Midnight kidnappings, mass public executions and
- other extremely questionable means are used against the rebels.

~~ Poland
g A vy United States and NATO forces stage out of Poland during the
~ .. Invasion of Russia in early 2012, and the country suffers the brunt
P of Russia’s conventional counterattacks. The devastation here is,
- perversely, less extreme than in much of the rest of the world, as
; « neither faction is willing to risk hitting its own troops with a nuke.
 Polish forces offer up a token resistance to the Russian invasion,
~ but essentially Poland is a “gimme” for the Russians.

During the final offensives of 2013, Poland witnesses an
influx of her former EU allies (along with a fresh US BCT recently
transferred from England) as they try to push back at the Russians.
Presently, large numbers of European, American, and Russian
troops are now on Polish soil. Command authority for these units
varies widely, with EU forces tending to have the highest cohesion.
As of mid 2013 though, most non-Polish EU units are gearing up
for withdrawal to their home nations; there is no way to maintain
an effective supply train.

Russian forces are concentrated in northern Poland, from
the Kaliningrad Oblast all the way to Germany, and effectively add
the territory under their control to that of the Russian outpost.
American troops are lining up with their EU counterparts, hoping
that some ports in Western Europe still have ships available for
the trip back home, and that they can break their way through the
Russian lines to get to them.

Poland’s surviving civilian population and government make
entreaties to both EU and American forces within the nation’s
borders. The Poles are concerned that Russia may launch another
attack with fresh troops from Kaliningrad or across Belarus in an
attempt to shore up the border with the EU, possibly dissolving
Poland entirely.

The Czech Republic and Slovakia

Located on some of Europe’s oldest and most important
land travel routes, the Czech Republic is positioned to control
transportation across the continent. The small country also
controls an invaluable resource — the still-functional Temelin
nuclear power plant. At full capacity, Temelin generates more than
1700 megawatts of electricity; reduced output will still be sufficient
to provide power for the small country’s residents and industries —
including iron and steel production and armament manufacture.

Neighboring Slovakia is closely tied to the Czech Republic’s
economy and industry. Fuel for the aforementioned Temelin
plant is produced in Slovakia, and energy supplies have long been
shared between the two nations. A similar industrial base, a result
of decades of central planning under Communist rule, allows for
easy trade and combined manufacture.

These two countries are major battlegrounds during the push
into central Europe. Currently most of Slovakia is under Russian
control, however, the Czech Republic is teeming with troops from
almost every European nation along with a few battalions of
Russians. A true “front” line does not exist in the Czech Republic;
units are spread throughout the country. The Russians are
concentrated around Temelin though, with at least two battalions
of armor protecting the reactor.

The dissolution of Czechoslovakia into the two current
countries is, for many residents, a living memory. The border today
is gone. Refugees from Slovakia flood into the Czech Republic
and the surviving military forces of both countries combine and
are tasked with ensuring internal security, operating under joint
command. Criminal elements remain strong though, and even
after the nuclear exchange there is some production of synthetic
drugs in both countries.

Austria and Hungary

A century ago, these two small countries were the cores of
an empire spanning much of central Europe. Following the First
World War, the empire was divided into a handful of independent
powers.

As members of the European Union (and, in Hungary’s case, =

NATO as well), Austria and Hungary take part in the defense
against Russian forces in 2012. Both nations keep the majority of
their armed forces within their borders as a hedge against possible

counterstrikes and illegal entry into the EU, Because of the internal &, 3




be stationed in either country. In the spring of 2013, this policy is
lifted (at least in Austria’s case) but it's too little too late to save
either of them.

By the end of 2012, almost all of Hungary is now under
Russian rule, and a large number of Russian units are within
Austria’s borders. By 2013, Russia sets up a regional command
post in Budapest to control the action as the Russian army moves
toward capturing Vienna. Along with Hungary, the Russians now
control the southwest section of Austria.

As Austria and Hungary form a major prong in the Russian
advance westward, both suffer from the two years of conflict.
Hungary’s border with Serbia is heavily patrolled by surviving
police and some Russian military units. Criminal organizations
based in the Balkan region presented a threat to Austro-Hungarian
security for decades, and the situation only worsens during the
Twilight War. Traffic in contraband, from narcotics to weapons
to kidnap victims, is rampant.

The Former Yugoslavia

The small nations formed out of the breakup of Yugoslavia
are wildly different from one another, but they all face similar
problems. Years of ethnic cleansing and civil wars, as well as
pervasive corruption in government and widespread organized
crime, caused tremendous problems for their citizens even before
the world blew itself apart.

Russia bypasses this region entirely on her march west, at
least in the sense of sending army units into their borders to fight
and die. Instead, surplus Russian weapons and equipment found
its way into the region. Tactically the Russians feel it will be easier
to let them kill themselves off rather than spill Russian blood in
any pyrrhic victory.

Today, better than half of the surviving population of these

_countries is in a refugee state. Semi-permanent tent cities are

widespread, usually clustered around remnants of United Nations
or European Union peacekeeping forces and their installations.
Guerrilla troops made up of former soldiers, criminal enforcers,
and other combatants roam the countryside and cityscapes,
fighting for control of territory and resources. In southern Serbia’s
Kosovo province, the specter of ethnic and religious genocide has
resurfaced.

Eastern European criminal organizations are the functional
government throughout most of this region. They are ruthless
and tolerate no interference in their enterprises, but provide
employment and, in many cases, security for the areas in which
they operate. Legitimate authorities deal with these organizations
on a more-or-less equal footing.

The exception to these troubles lies in Slovenia. The small
country establishes close ties with Austria and Italy, and troops
from both nations can be found within its borders, establishing
Slovenia as a de facto buffer zone against other regional threats.

Other Nations

As the final prong in the Russian European attack plan,
Romania serves as the gateway to central Europe. One third of
the Russian assault force sweeps through Romania in a matter
of weeks, seizing control of major roads, industry and supply
dumps.

Moldova is a speed bump on the way to Romania for the
Russian Army. Before the invasion, however, the Russia delivers
an ultimatum=to ‘the Moldovan government — surrender or
face annihilation. They choose to surrender, and the country is
assimilated into Russia without a shot being fired. Protected by

“early surrender, it escapes any harm both from Russia and from

the EU. Not one bomb falls on the country, and for the most part
its infrastructure is still intact (although it still endures the nuclear
winters and Oakland Flu along with everyone else). Life in 2013

Ay

Moldova is very similar to what it was years ago, albeit with fewer
people and Russian tanks rolling along the highways.

Along with the former Yugoslavia, Bulgaria is also spared a direct
Russian invasion. It too becomes a haven for criminal organizations.
Even though it escapes the military conflict, Bulgaria is currently
being ripped apart by rival crime syndicates fighting for what little
territory they can grab. It is also serving as a buffer zone for Russia
against the Greek-Turkey conflict.

MIDDLE EAST

Always the world’s trouble spot, the Middle East is ravaged
during the Great Muslim War. The American invasion and occupation
of Irag eventually lead to open warfare between Iraq’s various factions.
Israel, bereft of international support when the global war intensifies,
collapses under the combined assault of Arab and Palestinian forces.

Saudi Arabia is the region’s dominant power, with Iran
very close behind. Both nations maintain oil reserves, and while
production facilities are targets for all sides during the war, refining
and shipping are beginning to resume throughout the region. Saudi
Arabia’s military is a match for Iran’s remaining forces, and the two
countries currently maintain a tense stalemate while vying to gain the
upper hand.

Saudi Arabia

Once open war with Iran begins, the Saudi King quickly
surrounds himself with hardliners and hawks for advisors. These
hardliners not only see the enemy outside the gates, but within them
as well: Iranian, American, European, etc. Most of the actions taken
during this time period are not necessary defensive tactics, but veiled
ethnic cleansing activities.

Internally, Saudi Arabia repeals of all the social reforms it
initiated in the last 10 years. The Mutaween (religious police) triples
in size and is stepping up its enforcement of the Sharia (Islamic
religious law). Thousands of people are detained and even more
disappear. Publicly, the Mutaween is helping weed out Shia influence,
but privately their efforts are aimed at also undoing years of western
influence.

During the Great Muslim War, Saudi Arabia also seeks to remove
all potential enemies in the region, leaving them the sole powerhouse.
The smaller nations on the Arabian Peninsula (Dubai, Kuwait, Qatar
and Yemen) are “annexed” by Saudi Arabia; only Bahrain manages to
be nominally independent.

In the opening phases of the Great Muslim War, Iran launches
several successful bombing runs into Saudi airspace, targeting mostly
the oil industry, but they also hit a few manufacturing plants. As the
air war quickly turns in the Saudi’s favor, Iran resorts to launching
surface missile after surface missile to destroy targets inside of Saudi
Arabia. All in all, over 100 missiles detonate inside Saudi territory (a
few being a little dirty).




Even with the destruction to Saudi oil fields, the country still
has more than enough oil and gas to supply itselfand asmall surplus
as pittance to its “allies”. Saudi Arabia maintains a technological
- advantage over their Iranian enemy through the supply of western
e weapons flowing in for the Oil for Weapons program.

. Iraq learned from its war with Americans that superior
- 7 technology is often undone by simple insurgent tactics. By the
M summer of 2013, the war with Iran in Iraq is measured more by
oy neighborhoods than by miles. Actual combat has now boiled down
. to house-to-house clearing rather than battlefield engagements.

lran
Iran has very few friends right now - not because it has isolated
g g itself with its actions, but because everyone else is preoccupied with
- their own mess. Being largely Shia in a Sunni world, the Iranians
have wolves at every door. The Saudi’s are coming from the west;
the ICN has secured footholds in the east, and the Russians are
inching closer in the north. With the ocean to the south, they've
little place left to turn.

Early in the Twilight War the Royal Saudi Air Force
secures free reign in the skies over Iran. They successfully target
everything from military assets to hospitals. Western Iran now
resembles the bombed out remnants of Europe during WWII (or
more like the current bombed out radioactive ruins of Europe,
minus the radioactive part). Even though the Saudis focus on the
western part of the country, no part of Iran escapes damage. Every
day of the Great Muslim War at least one sortie flies against some
Iranian city.

Because of the mining of the Gulf of Oman, the port city of
Chabahar becomes one of the most important cities in Iran. Iran

~ funnels as many resources (money, manpower and military might)
into this city as it can afford. It develops into the favorite target of
offshore bombardments from the Saudi navy; every day at noon, at
least a dozen shots are fired into the city.
u Over 80% of Iran’s mechanized elements are either destroyed
or otherwise placed out of commission. This includes tanks, APCs,
aircraft and naval vessels. The Saudi technological advantage wins
, out time and time again during open engagements. By 2013, Iran
-« uses infantry and mounted cavalry as its main attack arm to do
 ++ . what the mechanized forces couldn’t - stop Saudi Arabia’s march
across Irag.
o Iran now has very few military assets in the northwestern part
. of the country, having committed most of its forces to the south
" to oppose Saudi incursions in 2012. While mainly attempting to
contain the conflict in the Middle East, Russian forces in Caucasia
are keeping an eye on northern Iran for a possible resource grab.

Islamic Confederation of Nations

The ICN invasion of Iran is declared both a failure and a
success; it really depends on who you ask. The Iranians feel that
because they’ve managed to hold off the incursion near Mashad,
that there really hasn't been an invasion. The ICN feels that
because it is tying down several regiments of Iranian ground forces
and drawing much needed supplies away from the fight with Saudi
Arabia that their mission has been (at least somewhat) successful.

The ICN forces spread throughout the Razavi Khorasan
province are actively engaging Iranian forces when and where they
can. Most are hit and run insurgent style attacks, but they’ve been
extremely successful.

Back in their home nations, things aren’t better or worse since
the start of the Iranian campaign. Mostly it's business as usual.
The only noticeable difference is the supply convoys returning
from Iran loaded with art, books, rugs and other “loot” (including
water from the many mineral springs in the region).

Iraq

Iraq technically no longer exists as the nation it once was. It's
essentially divided into three areas of control: Kurdistan (northern
Iraq), Saudi controlled areas and Saudi/lranian contested areas.
The central government put in place during the American period
has been erased. In its place is a regional form of government
where local clerics hold the real authority.

The Saudi’s have total control over the Salahuddin, Diyala
and Al-Anbar provinces. They hold varying degrees of control
on all other provinces (save those that belong to the Kurds in the
north). The fighting is heaviest in and around Baghdad and Basra.
The only area that can be said to be under total Iranian control is
Amarah.

Outside of the major cities (and sometimes in them) Iraq is
fully tribal, with warfare between Islamic factions continuing and
growing. Refugees escape the region at an alarming rate. Of the
surviving population (already less than half of that of 2008), over
50% are in refugee status. Most travel along sectarian lines, Sunnis
heading west, and Shia traveling east. Going north is suicidal —
Kurds, Turks, Americans, none of whom are well-disposed towards
large groups of Iragis, armed or otherwise. AR

Kurdistan

In 2011 the U.S. contingent on the ground is moved into .
the Kurdish region of northern Iraq to protect American interests + “2%,
while Saudi Arabia and Iran battle for control of the rest of the<"
country. During this time, the provisional government declares
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the region independent of Irag and formally creates the nation of
Kurdistan.

In addition to the Iraqi territory, Kurdistan quickly annexes
parts of Turkey and Syria. As of 2013, Kurdistan is the region of
eastern Turkey, northern Iraq, and smaller parts of northern Syria.

The U.S. Army positions its forces along the border with Turkey
and Iraq to act as the primary defense for the region. Initially,
their goal is to protect American allies and assets. Following the
President’s “You're on your own” speech, their new goal is to secure
the region long enough for other American and Coalition forces to
arrive. After that, their plans are to extricate themselves along with
the newly arrived forces back to what's left of America.

Even though the Saudi’s are content to leave Kurdistan as is
for the time being, they have on occasion sent bombing sorties out
to destroy key infrastructure points. They seem to be prepping for
an eventual strategic invasion of the region (after dealing with Iran
of course).

Afghanistan

Afghanistan has been home to large numbers of American and
allied troops since the Global War of Terrorism began in 2001. As
the Twilight War required U.S. and NATO countries to turn their
attention elsewhere, Afghanistan quickly became a low priority. By
mid-2010 almost half of the participating coalition nations remove
their forces from Afghanistan; many of the remaining ones end up
cutting their numbers by 2011.

In 2007, the Taliban returns throughout much of the nation,
having beensheltered in neighboring Pakistan. By 2013 with superior
numbers, improved tactics, along with the weakened technological
advantage of the coalition forces, the Taliban and other factions,
such as al Qaeda, return to power within the country. The western
backed government topples; its members are either dead, in hiding

_ or sheltered amongst coalition forces.

Western coalition forces are now concentrated in the southern
part of Afghanistan, preparing for the push across northern Iran.
The remnants and descendants of various guerilla groups are
scattered throughout the mountains and valleys, carrying out raids
against supply depots and other resources maintained by standing
militaries.

Afghanistan’s surviving farmers produce a still-significant
amount of opium alongside subsistence crops. However, most of the
opium now produced is for local consumption. With supply lines
hopelessly disrupted, some military medical teams have negotiated
independent trade agreements for the drug as a substitute for
approved painkillers.

Pakistan

Pakistan is in ruins, the entire country. There isn’t one city,
town, village, hamlet or outhouse that hasn’t been caught up in
either the internal Paki-Civil War or the invasion by India. After
taking control of Kashmir, India sets back and watches as Pakistan
burns (without fiddles though).

Pakistan is now one of those places where the word ‘survivor’
holds little meaning. While people live through the shootings, v it
bombings, shelling, fires and other such attacks, the war leaves
little in the way of living conditions. Food is scarce, oil and gas
reserves are depleted, public services such as running water don’t e
exist (available water is stagnant and rampant with diseases) and
medicines throughout the country are exhausted (irrelevant as
no hospital is left standing). .. i

The Paki-Civil War takes a heavy toll on the country and its v
people. What was once called Pakistan is nothing more than a
smoldering pyre (even the fire dies). And none of this takes into
consideration the nuclear attacks from India in 2013.

Prior to 2013, India’s plan for Pakistan was conquest, not
annihilation. However, plans change in war. Indian Defense
Ministry Intelligence learns that the multinational force in control
of Pakistani nukes is preparing to retreat to Afghanistan. The
result is a full-scale pre-emptive strike to protect Indian cities.

In one day India fires over 100 missiles, targeting all of the e
Pakistani nuclear missile sites. A staggeringly high percentage hit
their targets, and all the nukes are believed to be destroyed in
their tubes. There are fears inside the Indian military that a few
Pakistani missiles survive, but without local intelligence there
is no way to be sure. Secrets leak in both directions. It appears
the multinational security force protecting the sites have enough %
warning to evacuate in time. -

India now waits for the fallout from the nuclear attack to
dissipate before moving further into the Pakistani interior.
However, once the dust settles (pun intended) India intends to
take full control of a weakened Pakistan.

;i-\\ﬁ':i_.
India s
With hostile nuclear powers on two sides, India is hit hard :
during the Twilight War. Pre-existing overpopulation problems - _| g
lead to massive death tolls from starvation and the unchecked ~ae
spread of disease. Depletion of already scarce resources only pi v s

makes things worse for the world’s second most populous
nation.

India’s traditional caste system revives since the war’s
escalation and resolution, although placement based on birth
gives way to a limited meritocracy. Blessed with large numbers
of well-educated citizens, India’s new social order places primary
importance on an individual’s ability to contribute to the
community. Those most able to provide necessary services or
knowledge are held in high regard.

The country’s still-large military is deployed throughout
the new national boundaries. The long-disputed Kashmir region

is firmly under Indian control. As the nuclear arsenals of both T g
nations are depleted or destroyed, an effective truce takes hold . :-.!-:-"’«‘.'
— rebuilding is considered a higher priority than continuinga -~ =

shooting war between the largest armies left on the continent. A - %
detachment of the Indian army moves into Bangladesh to guard T s,

against refugee movement, continued terrorist operations, and a
feared military infiltration from the Southeast Asia peninsula.

The national capital relocates to Bhopal, as the government
facilities in New Delhi are badly damaged by Pakistani nuclear
strikes. The surviving Parliament and new Prime Minister focus T
on keeping the nation secure and preventing epidemics and mass R e
starvation. ‘

Long in decline, the centuries-old tradition of banditry
returns. In the northern region of the Chambal, gangs are
reforming and recruiting new members from the local villages
and towns. The gangs continue a long tradition of protecting and
assisting the poor residents in the areas where they operate, and =
there are hopes that these Robin Hoods of the subcontinent will
keep more hostile elements at bay.




India’s occasional ethnic and religious conflicts flare during
the Twilight War. The eastern part of the country is home to at
least two separatist groups who become very active when national
attention turns outward. The Nagaland and Assam separatists
establish cultural enclaves near the old border with Bhutan.
Minority Muslim groups suffer some attacks from other ethnicities
following Pakistan’s attacks, and tension remains there.

Syria

One of the few countries to come out ahead (at least on paper)
during the Twilight War, Syria now controls all of Lebanon and
Israel. They also develop a strategic alliance with Jordan to form
a strong deterrent against both Saudi and Egyptian encroachment
into their regions.

The country and its people are not as well off as things
might appear. The Israeli air war destroys large portions of the
local infrastructure and military defense, not to mention a good
percentage of the population. The war wins them Israel but
costs them the ability to control their people and provide basic
necessities. The country is now locally managed within each
governorate.

Rioting breaks out in all major Syrian cities. The violence
escalates until the entire western half of the country resorts to
martial law in mid-2012. More Syrians die during the riots and
subsequent crack downs efforts than during the Syrian/Israeli
war.

In addition to the rioting, triumphant Kurds in the northeast
join with Kurds from southern Turkey and northern lIraq to
form the nation of Kurdistan. Other regions also begin to rebel
against the government and threaten open revolt if things do not
improve.

Israel
Israel as a nation doesn’t exist any more; however, Israelis and
their culture survive in exile in Egypt. What is left of the nation of
Israel is now controlled by Syria. Israeli Defense Forces left behind
_are able to destroy a good portion of the Israeli infrastructure:
buildings, roads, bridges and other strategic fortifications (except
religious fixtures). After ensuring that the Syrians will not “profit”
from their conquest, they hunker down to wage a low-level guerilla
war against the “occupiers”.

NORTH AMERICA

The decline of civilization in the west can be measured almost
. by a stop watch. The nuclear strike and winter of 2012 end a way
of life that developed in a few short centuries to become one of
the most promising in all of recorded history. Dependence on
technology, electricity, food distribution, banking and modern
medicine became a crutch to cripple the mighty giants as
~ thoroughly as the war itself.

The United States

A scant five years ago, the United States of America was
the last superpower and the most influential nation on Earth.
Today, the nation exists mainly as ideas, memories, and a
name on prewar maps.

Following the suspension of the Federal government
in early 2013, authority becomes mostly a state-level affair.
The disaster recovery supplies still available to the central
government are distributed throughout the country in the
months between the nuclear exchange and the 2013 State of
the Union address. These meager measures provide only the
slightest aid, punctuating the end of the country as any kind of
legitimate political entity.

After the winter of 2012, the U.S. is not the same. The
chaos created by the EMP, nuclear attacks, multiple enemies
on American soil and the U.S.’s own invasion of Mexico is
almost enough by itself to destabilize the country. Throw in
two years of extreme winters, the flu outbreak and a three-
front war at home, and it's a guarantee.

The U.S. is in the unique position of experiencing polar
opposites of post-war conditions throughout the states, rather
than seeing flat statistics across all 48 continental states. In
some areas, it’s a desolate wasteland of radioactive debris and
destruction, in others it's almost life as normal. Selected areas
have begun reconstruction while others are still neck deep in
rubble. Certain things are constant no matter where you live;
highways are clogged for miles with broken cars; running water
is a running joke; and death is everywhere (literally) as dead
bodies are scattered throughout cities and the countryside.

Militarily things aren’'t much better. The military is
stretched thin between battling armed Canadians, Chinese,
Mexicans and recently Russians. The pressure is compounded
even more with combat troops still operating in other parts
of the world. Over the past two years, a growing movement
within the continental command structure realized defense of
the home land takes precedence over foreign wars and planned
troop recall initiatives. Now, with the very little means the
military has at its disposal, this becomes more of a practical
matter than a philosophical one. Those units operating outside
of the U.S. are ordered to use whatever means necessary to
ensure their security, supplies and evacuation home.




The U.S. military members fighting back in the states
aren’t that much better than those abroad. The almost complete
information blackout, the immediate loss of normalcy, and the
extreme conditions, all take their toll on the U.S. military. Chinese
forces scatter throughout the west, mostly operating in small units.
Armed Canadians can be found as far south of the Ohio River.
Russians encroach into the Northwest.

By June 2013, stress levels are through the roof among the
military, not just from the fighting but also from the worry about
family and friends. Desertion rates in the continental U.S. armed
forces near 50% as soldiers go AWOL to tend to their families or to
simply to get away from the war.

The South

.The southern states were quick to plant their feet after
the Chinese nuclear attack on America. Being largely rural and
agricultural, these states depend on electricity as a convenience
item rather than a necessity. That’s not to say there aren’t problems;
it's that southerners adapt faster, become more innovative, and
show more resilience to their new lifestyle.

The southern states who declared their independence form
an extremely loose confederation with each other. Unlike the
previous confederation between them, this one exists only for the
purpose of trade; there is no mutual defense agreement among
them. For this purpose, a council is appointed and a draft of trade
terms drawn up. These terms are delivered to the each state’s
capital for adoption.

The trade terms include a common standard of currency
(gold and other precious metals and gems), their ultimate value,
and an agreement to respect the pre-collapse boundaries for the
purposes of taxation. The next meeting of the council is scheduled
for August 2013, where they will meet in Asheville, NC. to discus
new items and report on each state’s adoption status of the trade
terms.

For the most part, the south is under Civgov control
(their own). Those military units remaining after they declare
independence are seized by the states, and those National Guard
units involved in defense outside of their home state are ordered
to immediately return home. Several Alabama Nation Guard units
are caught in a “command” war after the order to return is given.
They are seized before they make it home and are summarily
executed for treason.

Inside each southern state a few Milgov holdouts still
exist, mainly around former U.S. military bases. Fort Knox, Fort
Jackson, Camp Lejeune and a few others are still under Milgov
control. The most fortified and supplied Milgov base in the south
is the naval command at Naval Weapons Station Charleston, the
new home of the ragged United States Fleet Forces Command
(USFLTFORCOM).

Currently there is a Laissez-faire approach regarding relations
between Milgov and Civgov forces in the region. Occasional supply
raids generate more irritation than resolve for open conflict. This
situation could become more perilous though as Milgov forces
outside the south become more and more strained.

The Northeast

In the northeastern part of the U.S,, life grinds to a standstill.
More than 50% of the population migrates south to escape the
winter of 2012. By the Spring of 2013, there is no accurate count of
the survivors. A conservative estimate is that at least 60% of those
who remained didn’t make it.

The winter wreaks havoc on more than just people. The

roadways disappear as the ground beneath them gives way from

of the falling snow or wash away in the spring floods. Fields

region’s infrastructure rapidly begins to deteriorate. Many

the freezing then melting ice. Buildings collapse under the weight
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overtake empty parking lots. In some areas, it looks as if 50 years
have passed, and Mother Nature has already begun to reclaim her
land.

There is no functioning government above the Mason-Dixon
Line. All that exists is the Milgov, and even that is sparse after the
harshwinter. Currently those surviving Milgov elements are staging
in four areas: West Point, Fort Drum, Boston and Plattsburgh, VT.
Their primary missions are to continue to engage armed Canadian
forces and secondly to round up survivors and rebuild.

Because this region is now largely uninhabited, it interestingly
becomes the favorite target of both southern and Canadian raiding

- parties. Most of the necessities have long been stripped from store

shelves, but those that remain (including those of people who
didn’t survive the winter) are virtually free for the taking.

The Midwest

The seat of the former U.S. civilian government structure
rests now in Sioux City, lowa. Even after the President disbanded
the federal government, Congress has not given up (on both
their control and the United States). They are in the process
of negotiating terms for the election of the first post-collapse
president. About 40 people step forward claiming the presidency;
most do so outside of the congressional process.

Several small “fiefdoms” now exist throughout Kansas and
Nebraska, each claiming to be the duly authorized government
of the United States of America. One Missouri town claims to be
the seat of the Free States of America, although its power only
reaches a few miles outside of the city limits.

To extend Civgov control over the area, Congress busily
makes promises and delivers what supplies it can. Most of the
area is run by semi-autonomous city-states since you can travel
miles before hitting the next town. The power struggle boils
down to which control/government holds the most city-states’
allegiance. Often it's found that they pledge support for whichever
government happens to be in town distributing supplies this
week.

For protection many of these city-states and even Congress
raise their own militias, some as small as 5- or 6-men squads.
It's common for these militias to be placed under the control of
the local sheriff to help enforce law and order as well as provide
protection from bandits and highwaymen. By June of 2013,
Congress has a functioning battalion (equipped with mostly
military grade weapons) at their disposal with the potential to
call in additional militia units from neighboring towns.

The Midwest has always been prone to flooding and this year
is no exception. After two extremely harsh winters, the spring
thaw dumps millions of gallons of raging river over the flood walls
and into the countryside. Many towns along the Mississippi wash
away completely. Only the small number of survivors prevents
the death toll from reaching the tens of thousands.

The West

Of all the places in the U.S. the west suffers most from the
Chinese attacks. Not only has their world come crashing to a halt
thanks to the EMPs, they comprise the sole target of the Chinese
Special Operation Forces attacks. The Oakland Flu takes a
devastating toll on the populace as an added bonus.

California is an example of the extreme post-war affects on the
people and the region. The loss of modern technology, electricity and
comfort creates panic, riots and mass suicides of epic proportions.
Survivors of the initial shock begin a steady migration out of the
major cities and into the countryside looking for cooler temps and
sources of food/water. However, these areas are soon overrun and
sacked of all available resources causing further migrations. At least
a dozen massive roving caravans move from town to town pillaging
each in turn.

One of the favored Chinese tactics involves speeding through
small towns lighting everything ablaze. With no running water,
many of these towns burnt to the ground. One lucky side effect to the
EMPs’ destruction of basic utilizes is a huge exodus from the usually

arid western and southwestern states to greener climates, thus




keeping actual casualties lower than what they could have been.

The Chinese utilize hit and run tactics against hard targets
when necessary and turn the vast wilderness to their advantage.
Because of their small size and large numbers, they often appear
to be in hundreds of places at once, creating chaos for the U.S.
military and frustrating attempts to counter them. Since 2012,
they've raided hundreds of towns and even a few National Guard
armories.

By the spring of 2013, the U.S. Army (under Milgov
control) breaks several of their reduced battalions into E-Teams
(engagement teams) of squad-size elements and spreads them
across the western states. Each E-Team is lightly armed and
equipped with civilian vehicles (rather than military HMMWYV or
Humvees). This allows them to more easily, blend in, and react
faster. Each team enjoys procurement rights, allowing them to
“take” whatever they need from local areas to accomplish their
mission, a highly unpopular and controversial action. Several
engagements result from American citizens simply defending their
own.

Alaska

In early 2013, Russia launches a bold invasion of Alaska
with fresh and well equipped forces. By June 2013, the Russians
dominate the region (from Alaska to Vancouver, BC) and settle
into a long containment. Seizing control over all of the oil and gas
resources, their first act is to deny access to the Americans and
Canadians, thereby cutting off flow from the various pipelines and
transportation routes.

After the invasion their connection to the motherland is
severed, so troops focus on controlling resources until their
connection back to Russia can be reestablished. Currently, Russians
conduct reconnaissance missions in Washington, Oregon, and
Alberta to determine the American and Canadian forces capable
of countering their presence, increase their control, and gather
additional supplies.

Canada

Often ignored in the shadow of its powerful neighbor to
the south, Canada is not targeted by any other nation during
the Twilight War until this very last year. All of the damage so
far to this nation and its people comes from the environmental
consequences of worldwide nuclear exchanges.

Following the Russian nuclear counterattack, thousands of
French citizens from around the world seek refuge in Quebec. The
province’s resources are sorely tested by the refugees. The national
government and infrastructure are never able to recover from this
stress, and the situation grows continually worse until the mass
exodus of 2012.
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The EMP attacks that cripple the United States also cause
widespread damage to Canadian power and communications
networks. Without power and heat, the winter of 2011 devastates
Canada. Facing another, potentially more disastrous winter in
2012 is the breaking point for many. Millions of Canadians fly
south before the coming freeze. Of those who stay, millions
more die. By 2013, only a couple million people remain in all
of Canada, with the largest concentration residing around
Windsor, Ontario (the new provisional capital).

All major railroad and highway lines are still intact, and
those in the southern portions of Canada are still passable.
Canada’s farmlands are relatively intact, but even after they
thaw, production will be reduced for years to come without the
advantages provided by prewar fertilizers and equipment.

The Canadian government places troops along the
border with the United States and at major transportation
and government facilities. The garrison at Windsor, Ontario,
is tasked with preventing excursions to and from the ruins of
Detroit, Michigan, and troops are rotated in and out of this
post regularly, due to the radioactive contamination in the
area.

Relations strain between Canada and what'’s left of the
U.S. government. Further exacerbation occurs when Canadians
recognize the Milgov faction as the leading body. This view is
more practical than political, as the Milgov forces directly
conflict with armed Canadians who cross the border.

In June 2013, the U.S. Congress sends a delegation to
Canada to begin talks regarding a consolidation of forces and
material. After the President’s speech, negotiations are on
hold; however, the U.S. delegation remains in Windsor.

i

Mexico

Conditions in post-nuclear exchange Mexico aren’t
much different than before the nukes started flying, with one
exception though — the American occupation of northern
Mexico.

With the collapse of U.S.-China trade and the boom of
Mexican manufacturing towns, many illegal immigrants in the
U.S. return home, looking for work. Americans cross the border
after Chinese attacks, and in an ironic twist, now become the
“illegals”. In addition to Americans and repatriated Mexicans,
Mexico experiences a refugee boom from Central America.

Even with all the deaths from famine, the Oakland Flu
and poor sanitation, many small towns remain the same size
or grow due to refugees. The real areas of population decline
are found in major cities, which by summer 2013 are a mere
fraction of their former sizes.

The federal government in Mexico still retains
constitutional power. Destruction of the Mexican army during
the American invasion leaves no ability to actually enforce
such authority. A battalion-sized element remains for the
protection of Mexico City, still the capital. However, that is the
extent of the military power of the federal government.

Political and administrative power transfers to the
various municipalities in Mexico. Each is authorized to provide
for the people using any means necessary. As such, conditions
and treatment vary from municipality to municipality. Some
still function as stewards of the people’s trust, while others
are seized by local warlords treating the people like their own
personal slaves.

American forces essentially control everything north

of Durango, the new seat of American manufacturing. Even

though the U.S. controls the region, Mexican and Central
American guerillaforces operate throughout the area, attacking

supply dumps, convoys and other soft targets using insurgency :

tactics similar to assaults on coalition forces in Irag.
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% SOUTHEAST ASIA AND
. THE PACIFIC RIM

The War of Chinese Aggression dominates Southeast Asia, as
well as the Pacific Rim nations, for the latter part of the Twilight
War. China attempts a “buckshot” approach by attacking as many
countries as it can as fast as possible. The net result is theoretically
a success as they still control assault forces in Korea, Japan, the
Philippines, Taiwan and Myanmar (and technically the United
States as well). In exchange for hundreds of millions of Chinese
dead China’s only solid conquest is Myanmar (the strategic
equivalent to winning the booby prize at the fair).

The Peoples’ Republic of China

Many prewar strategists view China as the West's most likely
opponent in a future global conflict. The world’s most populous nation
rapidly develops into an economic and military powerhouse, with a
military structure clearly designed around countering American assets
deployed near the Chinese mainland.

After the embargoes of 2008 cause the downfall of the Chinese
economy, the Chinese experience a rapid decline and are on the verge of
collapse by late 2009. The government enacts a plan for expansion and
conquest of the region should opportunity arise. With the war in Europe,
that time has come. However, things do not go exactly as planned.

A large part of the Chinese plan relies on Europe being too
entangled in its own mess to care, and the U.S. being stretched
too thin to offer any real resistance. With the UK and the U.S.
both abstaining initially in the Euro-Russo War, neither of these

conditions manifest. Soon China is faced with the full might of *

these two countries and their other allies. o R
China is able to utilize its massive numerical advantage to

compete on an even level with these two powerhouses; that is

until the U.S. brings its nuclear arsenal to play. By the time the

mushroom clouds settle, there is not much left of China. Most

of its industry destroyed, surviving military scattered, civilian

population decimated, and government evaporated. .
What's left of China today is divided and controlled by former -

People’s Liberation Army generals who declared themselves the

legitimate ruling authority following the American nuclear strikes

on the nation and the subsequent destruction of China’s centralized

government. It's estimated that over 100 such “warlords” seize

power by 2013, with at least a dozen claiming to be the legitimate

government of all of China. The former comrades-in-arms view

each other as threats and usurpers in public statements, but in I

practice, each is more concerned with solidifying control of his "

region, its population and resources than overextending his own eyt

forces by eliminating rivals and.

Japan

Japan suffers a similar fate as that of Germany. The nuclear
attack on China causes heavy fallout throughout Japan, and the
conventional war practically finishes what the fallout started. In
addition, parts of the island are affected by the EMP blast that hits
China. -

The air war over China spills over into the skies of Japan. Most A
Japanese cities suffer damage to some extent from the Chinese
retaliations during the three-week long aerial campaign. Cities
such as Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Tokyo receive heavy damage. s

In the fall of 2012, the Chinese army invades Japan with three g
entire groups in the first wave. Their landfalls are near Sapporo, 4
Niigata and Hamada. The island of Hokkaido is pacified by the end S o
of 2012. The remaining Chinese army groups begin to converge on vl
Tokyo. The combined U.S. and Japanese security forces manage to gt
halt their progress and force them into containments. As of July r .
2013, Chinese forces control the almost the entire southern tip of

Honshi from Hiroshima south but in the north are still bottled up > s
in and around Niigata. T
Aiding the Chinese assault is the 50% depletion of the o
240,000-strong Japanese Self-Defense Forces who serve as first e 4 ;
responders and die from the same accidental fallout exposure . ‘ X
from the American nuclear attacks on the Chinese mainland as the et P
people they try to save. This compels the Japanese to rely heavily = e
on United States Forces Japan (USFJ) for the defense of the island ,'.-"_ g |
from that point on. b bl
The Japanese are not at all happy with the side effect of the 1 ___..‘.. il
nuclear strikes against China. To this end they assisted Allied ,-;-.'x'_a.-
forces in the region to the minimum extent possible and not one : % -'31!5
iota more. In a situation eerily reminiscent to the end of WWII, ey
the Japanese are again left to pick up the pieces after an American T s,
nuclear attack; only this time the island is still infested with an W
invading army (two if you poll the Japanese people). o
Korea Ao
After the reunification of the two Koreas into one nation, ey

things began to look up for the Koreans. Families are reunited,
resources are shared, and new markets open up. For the first time
in decades the economy of the north improves. People not only live
in peace, but prosper as well.

Then comes the second invasion of northern Korea from
Manchuria as two Chinese army groups (along with several reserve
infantry divisions) cross the Yalu river. One army group, bypassing =
any avoidable confrontation, makes a blitzkrieg-style rush for = %
Seoul while the other heads for Pyongyang. 53




Ao . 0 One of the first post-reunification acts the Koreas under take

e is the reorganization of the two militaries. Using the structure

Aaad . 4 from the Republic of Korea (ROK) military, the two are combined

and streamlined. Within a year the militaries reduce from over

two million active personnel to a little over 500,000. The reserves

are also cut down to nearly four million. The Korean government

. offsets the loss of military jobs with a boost in the civilian sectors

directed at the impoverished north.

2 This reduction and integration of the Korean armed forces

- leaves the army in a state of flux by the time the Chinese invade,

- contributing to most of the early Chinese successes. Moving fast

e and leaving rear areas under reserve units’ control, both army

e groups make good progress toward the south. Prominent battles

s are fought at Anju and Sunchon; with both outcomes as decisive
wins for the Chinese.

In their wake the Chinese leave hundreds of villages in ruin;

. most are completely razed to the ground. Their march to Pyongyang
: : becomes a modern version of Sherman’s march to Atlanta. In front
e of the Chinese army nearly a million refugees flee the destruction.

Both army groups stop just north of Pyongyang after the
Chinese capture the Sunan Airfield. The Koreans manage to use
the terrain and failing infrastructure to bottle up the Chinese in the
region. Over the next three weeks the Chinese and Koreans engage
in a series of shoot-and-run encounters. Chinese reinforcements
eventually land near Nampo in October of 2012 with two divisions
of reserve infantry. Their target is to attack Pyongyang from the
south with a hope of drawing the Koreans away from the main
northern thrust.

However, in November, winter is already well on its way.
Both sides are forced to halt all actions and shelter in place due

B o & to the ferocity of the winter. Neither side makes any brazen action
...:_- Y until the snow begins to melt in early spring of 2013.
_"-_ - By March of 2013, the Chinese begin a new strategy in their
L _ conquests. The units in Korea are ordered to continue fighting
= e AN their way to Pyongyang and Seoul regardless of the toll, thereby
:_',"L".*" : protecting China from counterattacks from Korea and her allies.
Py Over the next few months, the Chinese army dissipates into the
... countryside in platoon-sized elements to sow seeds of chaos and
; destruction. By July, there are very few villages north of the 39th
L R g parallel that haven’t been attacked by the Chinese.

b i The south, while spared destruction at the hands of the
o . Chinese, does not fare much better. The flood of northern refugees
P o, b and the lack of supplies from overseas leave an economy in
- shambles and a people with barely enough food to survive. This
situation becomes even worse after the American nuclear attacks
- on China as Korea, like Japan, is hit hard by fallout.
: With not enough medical supplies to go around, many hard
_ choices are made. For the most part, hospitals allot treatment
based on refugee/resident status, giving preferential treatment to

r’u‘
actual residents over refugees. This drives a wedge between the two
groups, and soon open rioting begins in the south. Like the north,
the winter calms things down a bit but like medical supplies, food,
fuel and other necessities are apportioned based on residency.
After the spring thaw, many cities in the south wake to
millions of dead refugees (from exposure and radiation). By
this point there clearly exists a divide between the two recently
reunified peoples. An open civil war between refugees from the
north and the residents of the former South Korea begins by March 4
of 2013. By July almost every major city in the south is ablaze from j
¥

i

the internal conflict.

Taiwan

While the dust swirls in Washington, DC. Chinese assault
troops land on the island of Taiwan. Before the U.S. (or any
other Taiwanese ally) can organize and send a defense force to
the island, the Chinese secure the surrender of the Taiwanese
government. The weeks following the surrender of Taiwan are
filled with swift executions and stiff military actions against any
possible insurgency.

Suddenly, the Taiwanese become caught in a power struggle
between the Chinese and the Allied forces, mainly spearheaded by
the U.S. Part of the bombardment of Chinese forces takes place on
the tiny island nation. Once the island forces are severely pounded,
a Marine Expeditionary Force lands to clear all remaining Chinese
elements.

Unfortunately in-between the time the Chinese take control
of the island and the aerial bombardment commences, the Chinese
manage to fortify positions and scatter forces among the country’s
various off-limit targets (such as hospitals, schools, temples, etc.).
When the Marines land, rather than facing the depleted survivors
of the Chinese invasion force, they run right into a well stocked,
full strength Chinese army group.

Fighting between these two forces leaves victory for the
Taiwanese a moot point. By the spring of 2013, the island is almost
completely decimated. Most of the civilian population is already
dead or evacuated the island. The remaining U.S. Marines pull
off the island in April and redeploy to Japan to help deal with the
Chinese foothold there.

Today there are about 5,000 Chinese soldiers and another
2,000 to 3,000 Taiwanese civilians left on the island. There is no
power, running water or other facilities (such as hospitals, schools,
etc.) left. These people remain simply because there is no way to
get off the island.

The Philippines

Along with Korea, Japan and Taiwan, the Philippines are
part of the initial wave of Chinese assaults in the Pacific region.
In a coordinated effort, while simultaneously attacking Japan
and Taiwan, two army groups of Chinese land near Dagupan and
proceed to Manilla. Most of the Chinese assault forces manage to
make it ashore during an intense naval encounter with U.S. and
British forces in the area.

The Pangasinan Battle is one of the bloodiest and most
intense battles of the war in the Pacific. More than 20,000
Chinese, 5,000 Allied soldiers and a reported 100,000 civilians
are killed or wounded in the battle during the two-month siege.
Eventually elements of the Chinese army break out and head north
into the mountains to wage a guerilla-style war while waiting on "% At h
reinforcements and supplies that never materialize. ST

After the Pangasinan Battle, the Chinese separate into small +°
lightly equipped and extremely mobile 30- to 50-man units. During
the next year they harass local towns and villages in the northern
mountain region while engaging in limited hit-and-run encounters ;.=
with Filipino and American military units. When ordered to return, &2
very few Chinese units are in a position to secure trans ortation. @ 2
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and those that do are often captured or killed at sea. The majority
of Chinese, however, opt to remain and fight rather than risk their
lives at sea.

With U.S. and Filipino attention focused on the Chinese
invaders, extremists (foreign terrorist and local anti-government
organizations) on the island step up their attacks and insurgency
against the Filipino government. Like many other nations, the
Filipino government starts a ration program for food, fuel
and medical supplies in anticipation of a hard winter. Corrupt
government officials and criminal elements subvert the system.
Many Filipino citizens flock to either criminal gangs (to get their
“fare” share) or extremist groups (to fight the system).

By the spring of 2013, the Philippines take on the look and
feel of a mix between 17th century pirate islands and the 19th
century American Wild West. While there is still a government in
existence, the real power lies with whoever controls each individual
city, most of which are criminal, extremist or Chinese controlled.
Outside Manilla, the national government holds little power.

Of the 7,108 islands making the archipelago, very few still
claim loyalty to the government. The island of Mindanao declares
itself a sovereign country and expels or executes any official still
loyal to the Manilla government (as it's been coined). Many
who no longer recognize the Manilla government do so simply
to survive. With the Twilight War in full force, supplies such
as food, fuel and medicine become scarce. People do what's
necessary to survive; for many that means no longer waiting on
Manilla provide solutions.

Myanmar

In 2012, China invades Myanmar and quickly defeats the
military Junta that has been in power for the last half a century.
While Myanmar does not offer any strategic value to the overall

_ goals of the Chinese military, its agricultural offerings are needed

by both the military and civilian population.

The invasion happens so fast and with very little actual
combat, leaving the country’s infrastructure largely intact.
The Chinese spend several months “dealing” with the civilian
population; although this is mostly due to terrain rather than
resistance.

However, the Chinese military forces inside Myanmar are
targeted by numerous conventional and nuclear attacks from
U.S. warships toward the end of the year. The Chinese invade
with 500,000 and although depleted to just over 100,000, they
still maintain complete control over the former nation.

The Chinese warlord in charge of the Myanmar invasion has
declares the region for himself and severs all ties with his former
comrades. In an effort to win over the remaining populace, he
renames the region Burma and envisions himself as a liberator
of the people from the former oppressive military junta. While
this PR move does little to win over the people, his influx of food
and other supplies is more successful, thus securing his control
over the region.

By late 2012, “Burmese” forces march east in an effort to seize
more territory. The Thai military, supported by the UK and the
U.S., offers stiffer resistance than anticipated and by mid-2013
Burma makes little headway into the Southeast Asian country.

Southeast Asia

-The remaining countries of Southeast Asia are in various
states of chaos and “normalcy”. To some, the current state of the
world is no different than every other day. To others, especially
those who managed to gain a small economic foot-in-the-door in
the west, it’s a trip back in time.

Australia

During the Twilight War, Australia is one of the few places
on earth that receives little or no direct damage from another
warring nation. Even China in her attempts at conquering most
of the region never fires at shot at the continent itself. Merciful
winds and geography save it from the US vs. Chinese nuclear
fallout. However, sometimes the most horrific damage can come
from within.

The Allied forces request more and more of Australia’s
resources to continue the fight against Chinese aggression in the
region. First it was out of sheer convenience, use the local food,
fuel and other supplies and replace with supplies from home as
they come in. By the end of the air war, the Allied partners use
Australia like a 24/7 convenient store and offer nothing but I0Us
to pay for it all. Coupled with losses this last straw prompts the
Aussies to end all active participation in the war and provide
merely for a national defense.

By this time however, the country’s own supply of fuel, food
and other necessities is running low. The Parliament enacts a
policy of rationing available supplies and for a time the country
is relatively calm. Not everyone is happy about it, but there is
an unwritten acquiescence as news comes in of the dire U.S. and
European conditions.

Things turn sour though when British warships engage in
the region demanding supplies in the name of the Queen. The
Australian citizens, already stretched to a breaking point see
this as an affront to their sense of decency and common sense.
They barely provide for themselves, let alone for the Queen’s
navy. During the winter of 2012 this “theft” from the British
increases. Riots break out in port cities as British warships dock
to resupply.




In January of 2013, the British frigate, the HMS Aberdeen
sinks off the coast near Garden lIsland. No investigation is
ever launched, but several groups come forward to claim
responsibility. The British Royal Navy is outraged at the sinking
of one of her ships. However, before the Royal Navy instigates
action against Australia, the Australian Prime Minister delivers
a letter to the admiral of the fleet. The letter announces
Australia’s formal and complete independence from the crown
and furthermore states any action by the Royal Navy or British
people will be seen as an act of war against the Independent
State of Australia.

Brits receive the declaration badly, but realize little can be
done with supplies and manpower at an all time low.

Oakland Flu reaches Australian shores and spreads rapidly
throughout the population due to low medical supplies. By
the time the worst passes, more than 50% of the population
succumbs to the flu. A good percentage of those who survive
take to the outback, leaving little more than 25% of the pre-2013
population in cities and towns.

The economy and population decline turn remaining towns
and cities into little more than ghost towns; most lack basic
services such as running water, electricity and garbage disposal.
Today, Australia is a scene from a “mad” 80’s movie; food and
fuel resources are scarce; people are spread throughout the
outback; there is little to no law.

New Zealand

During 2010-2012, New Zealand actively participates
with Allied forces in the South Pacific. However, in late 2012,
New Zealand recalls all of her military personnel in the region
without reason to partner nations. After all personnel return, the
New Zealand government broadcasts on all radio frequencies
and in many languages “This region is off limits, turn around
immediately or your actions will be considered hostile and dealt
with accordingly”.

All attempts at contact with either the New Zealand
government or its citizens fail. A British courier team is sent
by ship to inquire about the country’s self-imposed isolation in
February 2013. No contact is made with the courier team after
its departure.

In response to the courier team’s disappearance, a joint
British and American rescue is planned in March 2013, but as
of July no resources are allotted for the effort. However, a small
British SAS team deploys in June to gather information. As with
the courier team, nothing is heard from the SAS team, which is
presumed to be lost or captured.

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA

The Twilight War is largely focused in Europe, Asia and
North America but not limited to those regions. Brush fire wars
throughout Central and South America unchecked in the years
preceding the start of the Twilight War eventually explode
into outright war between many of the countries in the region.
While not forgotten like Africa, Central and South America
behave as if they are.

" Colombia

Within a week of the Chinese sabotage in the Panama
Canal, Colombia experiences the beginnings of a population

~shift. Many, fearing the Chinese have further intentions in the

region, shift from areas near the canal to those deeper in the

country. On top of that, floods of Panamanian refugees are
- already crossing the border.

During the years leading up to the Twilight War, the
situation with Venezuela makes things tough on all Colombians,
from private citizens to drug cartels. By the time the flood of
refugees start pouring in, the national support structure is already
at a critical breaking point; add in thousands of Panamanians
looking for work, food and support, and you've got the makings of
an economic collapse.

During this time, the Colombian government becomes a lame
duck government while Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia or FARC) and
other criminal groups rise to true power; taking over where the
government fails to act. Promising to support the people and going
so far as to perform “Robin Hood"-like behavior, FARC’s ranks
swell while the Colombian National Army shrinks. In late 2012,
FARC begins outright military actions against the Colombian
government. By 2013, FARC controls most of the major cities,
while the Colombian national government is holed up in Bogota.

Outside the major cities, various drug cartels have so much
control that several infiltrate the Colombian National Armada and
now control the fleet; which is used heavily in the coffee convoys.

Venezuela

Venezuela prepares for five years in anticipation of some
sort of military conflict with its enemies; quietly building up its
military; making alliances; and storing supplies for the prolonged
conflict. In addition, it stokes the fires of any “hotspot” it finds.
The first major incidents involve Cuba, followed by Bolivia, then
northern South America and the Caribbean.

In the beginning Venezuela is able to win the war of words
because of its oil resources. No one is really ready to push that
button and see how far they are willing to go. As the Twilight
War begins to grip the world, Venezuela is essentially able to
engage in outright war to get what it wants; always by targeting
weaker countries.

While the Venezuelan military is no match for the likes of the
U.S. military, it does have one thing the U.S. doesn’t (or at least
possesses in great numbers) and that is fuel. In the end, it isn’t
the strength of the forces or even their numerical advantage that R
determine the outcome of the conflict; it’s who has the fuel to keep .
what they have moving forward.

By the time the U.S. really enters the South American conflict
(Caribbean included), it is already low on fuel (not to mention _.
manpower, being already engaged against the Chinese, Iranian,
Iraqi, Taliban, Indian, Canadian and Russian militaries to name a
few) and can only send a token force to deal with the Venezuelan
threat. Hopes are that other South American countries will step up+: i
to the plate and assist in repealing the threat, unfortunately though
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most of them are either doing exactly the same as Venezuela or
playing the greed card.
During the battles for northern South American, the U.S.

“ engages in some minor (involving only three cruisers) offshore

bombardment of the Venezuelan coast, but this obvious wasted
effort is stopped after only a week. The Venezuelan interior is
largely in the same shape it's always been. The only exception is
the improved roads in and around the borders (to better move
troops and equipment).

So far the Venezuelan government has done nothing but
benefit the Venezuelan people. They have no complaints and no
desire to stop. They've increased their territory, faced down the U.S.
(except in French Guiana), and improved their economic situation.
What's there to complain about? Strategically speaking, Venezuela
is one of the most successful countries actively participating in the
Twilight War.

Cuba

A half-century ago, the world faced its first real threat
of nuclear war over Soviet missiles installed on this island
nation. Cuba remains a thorn in the western superpower’s side,
and is the remains an unwilling host to an American military
installation on its southeastern coast.

With the aid of Venezuela, the remnants of Cuba’s
government work to establish the island nation as the
dominant power in the Caribbean. The economic situation in
Cuba has improved greatly over the last few years. The nations’
unemployed are put to work under government programs
(sponsored by Venezuela) to rebuild after Hurricane Larry.
Trade between the two nations also increases, with Cuba
importing much needed resources. In just a few years the
country manages to go from the 1950s to the 21st century (OK

_ maybe the 1980s).

Venezuela does not attempt to exercise any control
over or formally invade Cuba. Both countries form a mutual
alliance providing the other with much needed resources.
There is a contingent of Venezuelan military on the island
nation, and the Venezuela Navy uses its various ports as bases
for Caribbean operations. A small pro-democracy insurgency
is holed up in the ruins of Guantanamo Bay and occasionally
skirmishes with government forces providing what relief they
can to local residents.

Despite the fevered imaginations of some remaining
American nationalists throughout the Southeast, there is
no evidence that Cuba is massing an invasion force to sortie
across the Florida Straits and reestablish global Communism.

Guyana and Suriname LN
Venezuela crosses the border in October and by November o o
takes control of the capital, Georgetown. Suriname puts up as much
resistance as Guyana, and the outcome is the same. By the first week
of December, Venezuelan forces capture Paramaribo. "
Even though neither country is under total Venezuelan control, )
capturing their capitals reduces fighting to low-level insurgency.
Surviving members of the Guyana Defense Force and Suriname .
National Army (now in the jungles) spearhead the insurgency against
their Venezuelan occupiers. b
As part of their standard operating procedure the invading
army pillages the cities and towns for necessary supplies, keeping the
need for a lengthy supply train at a minimum. Capitals acquired, the
Venezuelans leave a battalion-size securing force in each and proceed
to French Guiana.
After heavy fighting (their first of the campaign) against

American Marines in French Guiana, the Venezuelan Army -y, Db -
retreats back into Suriname. The Marines quickly follow as far as
Moengo before running out of necessary supplies to continue active et

engagement. Instead, they make contact with the Suriname National
Army. However, as of summer 2013, there are no joint operations
regarding the two forces.

Fighting between U.S. Marines and the Venezuelan Army dies
down to the occasional meeting engagement. Supply issues force
the U.S. troops to secure whatever supplies they can from the local
area. This action creates indifference in the minds of the population
between the two fighting armies.

If the boys of Semper Fi are unsuccessful in driving the e W

Venezuelans out of Paramaribo, they have a contingency plan to blow Py
the dam holding back the Brokopondo Reservoir, to flood the entire Bl
region. T e
Brazil e )
It is believed that one of the American Marines taking part in . ~
resupply operations brings with him the Oakland Flu. Having very Ry i
little defense against its rapid contagion, the population succumbs e
with an almost 75% fatality rate. The flu spreads to the indigenous - '«':"1;
people of the Amazon, where it wreaks untold havoc. It's estimated A b

that most villages experience a fatality rate in the 90th percentile with
some reaching 100%. By the July of 2013, the flu claims millions.

In early 2013 though, Brazil begins a program of forced
consolidation. This makes it easier for the government to provide
basic public services and supplies a work force to those areas of
industry the government deems necessary.

Outside of the rampant flu epidemic, Brazil weathers the
Twilight War pretty well. As a largely self-sufficient nation, Brazil’s
decline in imports does not impact the people negatively, while
her exports increase exponentially. Brazil is now a large supplier of
automobiles, clothing, food, medicines, and technology. She also
has the world’s largest “operational” shipping fleet, not to mention a
functional Navy.

Many countries sign trade treaties (mostly mutual) with Brazil,
exchanging foreign military hardware for Brazil's commodities.
Receiving over two dozen U.S. Abrams tanks, at least two Russian

Sovremenny class destroyers, several CF-18 Hornets from Canada ettt
and many more from all over the world, Brazil becomes an equal powy
opportunity trading partner. Rl

Seeing the prosperity their northern brothers experience, both . o :
Paraguay and Uruguay approach Brazil regarding some form of =« .. =« 4w -

formal agreement between them. Brazil demands nothing less than
full annexation and offers all the corresponding benefits (Brazil
needs more warm bodies than it has to keep pace with international -
demands). Uruguay cannot come to terms with the Brazilian demands,

and Paraguay is too tied down with internal fighting to agree to them.
Both sign trade agreements where Brazil brokers their goods to her =
international trading partners for a small ‘handing fee’.

- q !
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Argentina

Like Brazil, Argentina weathers the Twilight War rather
well. Its people are happy and prosperous without any notable
civil discontent. The country reinvests in infrastructure, schools,
people and other areas, which helps make the nation self-reliant
during these trying times. Like Brazil, Argentina also enters into
numerous similar trade agreements with foreign countries.

Unlike Brazil, Argentina actually participates directly in the
Twilight War, first in Bolivia, then the Falkland Islands and lastly
Chile. By July 2013, Argentina effectively annexes each of these
nations. In addition to the expanded territory these conquests
bring, they also increase the might of the Argentine military,
almost doubling in size and firepower overnight.

When the other countries involved in peacekeeping operations
withdraw from the country in 2012, an Argentinean delegation
meets with the Bolivian government. These meetings remain
classified to this day, but the outcome is the “peaceful” annexation
of Bolivia into Argentina. All of the former top government officials
receive lucrative postings within the Argentine government, except
a few who are sent to remote postings (and as the cliché goes, are
never seen again).

In late 2012, Argentinean military forces cross the border
into Chile. Using a combination of the Rapid Deployment Force
and blitzkrieg tactics they force the surrender of the Chilean
government (even though out-gunned by the Chilean military).

Immediately after seizing power in Chile and Bolivia,
the Argentine government floods both regions with money,
jobs and public services. People within the public’'s favor are
quickly promoted to important positions and sent out to further
“indoctrinate” the people to their new government and praise what
it has to offer them. As the Falklands are virtually deserted by the
time they take power, there is no need to do any PR work there.

Militarily, the new and improved Argentine military is

* dispersed to the northern regions of the country to shore up its
borders with Peru, Paraguay and Uruguay. The push prevents
destabilizing elements in those countries from affecting the efforts
of the Argentine government and prepares for what looks to be
further expansion.

Panama
Strategically important to American military planning and
to world shipping, Panama’s involvement in the Twilight War
" is limited to repair of the Panama Canal following the explosion
and sinking of a freighter, an event blamed on Chinese agents.
Constitutionally forbidden from maintaining a standing military,
Panama’s territory is targeted by absolutely no nuclear strikes
during the 2012 exchange, although Colombian forces cross the

_border shortly after the first missiles fly.

Today, Panama is the host to an American combat engineer
unit (and an infantry battalion for protection), directing efforts
to keep the Canal operational for what limited shipping is still
out there. The country is mostly in chaos, as is much of the
world. The loss of the canal is a devastating blow to the economy
of the region. While the canal is under repair many people are
out of work, not just from the canal itself but from all of the
tangent business that either support or live off the canal traffic.

The Panamanian government is actively looking to
countries other than the U.S., such as Mexico and Venezuela,
for assistance; something not unnoticed by the U.S. presence
in the country.

Central America

While most of the countries in Central America escape the
blunt of the Twilight War, all still bear the scars of it. Early
on, many countries view the region’s resources as “free for the
taking”. Many deals signed during the initial onslaught of nuclear
war with the Central American countries involve companies and
countries that simply cannot pay, but seize the goods none the
less. By 2012, most of the businesses in the region shut their
doors, unable to pay their employees; government services
cease, such as police and health care; and national borders all
but evaporate.

For the most part, the conditions in Central American go
from third world to no world, almost overnight. Many people
travel north into Mexico either looking for work or to fight the
American invaders (who many feel abandoned them during this
most trying time).

Militants now take over where the government falters. In
some cities there are as many different fighting factions as there
are last names in the phonebook. Each faction now fights over
what few resources remain. Some begin to venture out into the
jungles to find their own “cities”; starting anew.

AFRICA

The worse case scenario of the Twilight War is in
Africa. As other countries focus their attention on their own
affairs, many simply ignore Africa and her people. The loss and
devastation in Africa easily equals or exceeds any other region
of the world, yet at the same time several glowing rays of hope
emerge from the Forgotten War — Libya, Egypt, South Africa
and Cote d’'lvoire (the Ivory Coast).




Egypt & Libya
Egypt and Libya dissolve their borderin all but name. Both
nations embrace progressive political and religious doctrines,

" and neither suffers major damage in the War. Seeing no real

way to win, both countries decide early on to remain neutral
during both the global Twilight War and the regional Great
Muslim War. Rather than fight their neighbors they decide to
strengthen themselves.

In most other nations the infrastructure is falling apart,
diseases are rampant, and infighting is prevalent; here the
opposite of these conditions exist. With untainted water
from the Manmade River Project and thriving economies,
the two countries now become trading powerhouses in the
Mediterranean and Middle East. One important note is
that not only do these countries have trading commodities,
but they also possess the only active freighter fleets in the
Mediterranean.

In late 2012, both countries offer asylum and citizenship
to foreign workers on their soil. This guarantees access to all
the services of their host nation, including medicine, food, and
defense. With the state of the world, many pragmatists take
their offer. Foreign companies also switch their registrations
in order to preserve profits and resources.

Both nations also sign a treaty of mutual defense, and with
Egypt’s acquisition of Israel and its defense force, they are now
in a good position to hold to it. While Israeli citizens are given
lands near the Libyan border, the majority of IDF units placed
strategically along the Suez and the Sinai Peninsula, with a few
elite units designated for the protection of the Israeli people. As
of July 2013, no Arab nation can cross into the Sinai Peninsula.

The most likely rival for this new polity is what’s left of
Algeria, where scads of French refugees and expatriates settle
after the Russian attack. This newly fueled refugee state looks

" at the two powerhouses with envious eyes.

South Africa

Spared from any direct attack against its soil, South Africa
manages to not only maintain its way of life, but actually makes
improvements in several areas thanks to the Twilight War.

The lack of nuclear strikes against or anywhere close
to South Africa leaves its industry intact. As a provider of
weapons before the Twilight War, this simple fact allows it
to become the new powerhouse in arms dealing. Since 2011,
it expands its military industrial complex seven-fold and its
export of military arms by an equal amount; one of the reasons
the South African Krugerrand is now commonplace.

In a matter of a few years, the average income and GDP of PN
the nation triples. The South African government, being aware e P 2 R
of the tenuous nature of their prosperity, invests heavily into
the wellbeing and happiness of its people; hoping to thwart any N
rebellion and strengthen the people’s resolve to protect the nation o
in case the fires of war spread this far south. Hospitals and schools
are constructed; the police force is increased and expanded; even
the entertainment industry sees government funding. .
Although it’'s not all peaches and cream, fueled by their need
for manual labor (for the military industry of course) and tempted
by the state of the African interior, the nation claims large parts
of the southern section of Africa for itself. Without firing a shoot,
South Africa now claims everything south of the 20th parallel. This
is not to say that there is no resistance to the claim. However, when
faced with starvation and imminent peril, many in these regions
are quick to change their minds (or at least keep their mouths
quiet). "y

" g

The Rest g

The world turns a blind eye to the conflicts in Africa, not W
purposely but out of necessity and their own self interests.
Subsequently, the whole of the region devolves into open war with
nation against nation and tribe against tribe; all fighting for food,
for space and/or for ethnic superiority.

The global climate changes begin to affect this territory as : A L
brutally as the northern hemispheres, causing deserts to grow and a
fertile lands to shrink. Shrinking livable areas further quicken the e,

pace of regional collapse. s &

By 2013, many of the tribes are gone, many cities are in ruins, A AR
and most nations exist only in the minds of their dictators (whose 0
true power usually only extends the couple of square miles they  lina <
control due to the sparse and spread out populations). No industry g g
of any note remains and what little technology there was before the o - :',;‘ gt
collapse has evaporated by now. Conditions deteriorate so badly, o
that many joke “if the war doesn’t get you, the famine will, and g s
if that doesn’t get you disease will, and if that doesn’t get you...” e ¥ v ,
Usually you're dead before you can hear the end of the quote. :“’

Many cities (and countries) along the African coast (including e o
sections along the Mediterranean coast) collapse into complete F
devastation and anarchy. Small tribal communities still existing e
are the closest resemblance to a form of government in this area. e '_ :
Many now serve as bases for the pirate activity resurfacing in the . l S :
western Mediterranean and Atlantic. Sy .

Eastern Africa is in much the same condition as the rest, if
not worse. Famine of biblical proportions hits this region, claiming
millions of lives. On top of that, warlords increase their strangle
hold on the populace with the local governments being unable or
unwilling to intervene. Saudi Arabia seizes the country of Djibouti
(along with portions of Ethiopia and Eritrea) in an effort to control
the Red Sea, thus attempting to force Egypt to compromise on
control of this vital shipping route.

OUTLANDS s

Even before the war, some areas of the globe are so remote as

to be virtually cut off from the rest of mankind. Since the Twilight e
War, the few remaining residents of these far-flung outposts S

become even more isolated. . ¢

Antarctica

The world’s southernmost continent was home to several
research stations scattered along the Antarctic coast. These
facilities hosted between 1000 and 4000 scientists and support
staff, depending on the season.







In early 2012, every nation evacuates their Antarctic stations.
In multinational facilities, scientists close out research under
the watchful eyes of military guardians, often surreptitiously
exchanging last bits of data with counterparts officially viewed
as hostiles. With a token nod towards future normalization in
international relationships, the few permanent structures in
Antarctica are left standing, although all useful equipment is
stripped and removed.

Today, Antarctica remains devoid of human habitation. The

* bottom of the world is too remote a destination for refugees or

resource exploration.

Pacific Islands

Countless tiny islands scattered across the Pacific Ocean
are effectively forgotten in the aftermath of the Twilight War
— ironic, as the nuclear weapons used in the war’s climax descend
from weapons tested on some of these islands in previous decades.
Lying far from any shipping routes, the inhabitants live mostly as
their ancestors did, relying on fishing and limited agriculture.

Guam and its American military installations are spared
the war’s worst ravages. Andersen Air Force Base is targeted by
conventional missile attacks and bombing raids from China,
severely damaging the runways and bomber facilities. Loss of life
is minimal, as most of the Air Force personnel redeploy to Japan
shortly before the attack.

Standing out against a backdrop of despair and destruction,
the scattered islands of the Republic of Kiribati survive unscathed.
Geographically isolated from the EMP blasts damaging much of
the world, Kiribati’'s communications and power networks remain
functional. They become a major power in the region, providing
resources, supplies and information to many of the other islands.

Hawaii

Until late in the Twilight War, Hawaii continues to enjoy
its status as a major naval port for U.S. and allied forces in the
Pacific. Once the fleets become entangled in the South Pacific and
the mainland is hit with Chinese nukes, the tiny island chain is
forced to fend for itself. Although with no extensive industrial or

“agriculture base, the islands are ill-prepared to do so.

Three months after the last shipments from the mainland (or
any other location) arrive, food shortages result in rioting. Lack
of supplies causes rapid infrastructure degradation. Overcrowding

leads to rampant disease outbreaks. o o A
Currently, the islands that formerly made up Hawaii y Wi
declare themselves sovereign territories. Each raises a militia

and occasionally raids the others in search of food and supplies. o
Slavery is a fact of life in the archipelagos as labor becomes a very o h
valuable resource. b4 :

LIFEIN 2013

The Twilight War reaches every corner of the world on g
some level. Even those areas not involved in direct conflict are
affected. The global connectedness of the last 25 years leds to
the unforeseen consequence of what happens to one country also

happens to many others.
It seems odd that in all of history the 20t century saw growth FR Y
at an unparallel rate. Industry and technology made advances at ¥ L
an exponential rate. In 1944, Germany was still fighting WWII S
largely from horse drawn vehicles. In 1969 the U.S. landed a man ¥ 3 v Wy
on the moon, and in the 1990’s the Internet became a worldwide ;' :f;‘:r_“"
phenomenon. ‘::
In 2011 all of the progress made over the last 100 years is - S
almost entirely erased. In 3 short years, mankind returns to the . ‘-‘___r_.:_-“-‘,‘
1800's in terms of available industry, technology, luxury andeven = = °
population (and worsens with regard to widespread disease and - "‘«.'L‘;,,;_
famine). ooy

Allis not lost. With the Twilight War grinding to a stand still A o
(due to the major lack of capability to continue it and the collapse o gy Y
of those governments involved) civilian peoples begin to pick up
the pieces of their lives and move on. Cities around the globe are
bombed into history, while now new ones spring forth. Old ways
of doing business disappeare and now people without economic
degrees from Ivy League schools create whole systems of trade and
value. Countries are destroyed, but the people who formed them
still survive ... and surviving they are.

TRANSPORTATION

When the EMPs hit Europe, Russia and North America,
transportation comes to a screeching halt. Many modern vehicles -
(post 1970's) rely on computer controlled systems to function,




systems vulnerable to EMPs. In the major cities and countries,
transportation is the hardest hit area from the wars. Without
transportation many other aspects of society wither and die.
Without transportation people can no longer commute to work,
food cannot be shipped from the farms, emergency medical
personnel cannot reach victims, and police officers cannot patrol.

South of the equator, the lack of any EMP effects means that
any transportation lost is due to breakdowns from use and lack of

" repair parts. As the population shrinks though, the sheer number

of operating vehicles is plenty. In fact, the second largest export
(the largest being food) for many South American countries is
automobiles and transportation trucks.

People are ingenious and inventive though. In lieu of
more traditional means of transportation, older, forgotten
methods resurface along with creative uses of surviving modern
technology.

River Travel
The world’s rivers have always been the life blood of society.
They provide water for people and plants and the ability to travel

~ easily from one place to the next. The first form of transportation
. to begin rebuilding is river transit. It requires little more than a
‘vessel, a crew and some cargo, and its ready to use. No roads must

be repaired, no paths must be cleared, and in many cases the ships
don’t even need fuel as they are powered by the river’s current.

River transit has always been hampered by falls and rapids.
To overcome these natural obstacles, locks and dams were built.
In order to rebuild river transportation, the obstacles on the
river must be addressed. Some engineers manage to hook up
steam engines to get their locks and pumps working. However,
many transportation routes again rely on ships to travel as far as
they can, off load their supplies for over land transport around
the obstacle, and then reload on another ship to continue their
journey.

Steam Power
Steam engines use heat to create stream that drives either
a piston or rotary mechanism. These engines require both a
heat source (usually wood or coal) and water (either recycled
or replenished during use). In developed nations, steam driven
vehicles (mostly locomotives) are relegated to museum pieces or
the occasional historic society. Many of these are coaxed to life =
and are plying the rail yards once again. In parts of Asia steam
locomotives never went out of use though. A few of these models
are “confiscated” by invading armies and shipped back to their &
home countries to rebuild struggling transportation systems.
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Nuclear Vessels

While it’s true that nuclear powered vessels can ply the seas
without the need for conventional fuels, they are essentially viewed
as floating power plants. Rather than using them for shipping,
combat or other sea going ventures, most of the surviving vessels
are relegated to permanent docks and their nuclear power plants
connected to the city’s power grid in areas hit with EMPs (or lack
the fuel to keep the local power plant running). The majority of
these are connected to some sort of military station, but a few are
connected to civilian centers.

Most nuclear vessels lack two essential requirements to
operate normally — manpower and food for said manpower
(outside of the nuclear-powered ice breakers, which have small
crews). This is another reason why most are being used for
alternative activities.

A few vessels, however, are still functioning in their normal
capacity, submarines making up the majority of that small category.
With their offensive capabilities removed or depleted, nearly all
of these operating subs are used for extraction and insertion of
military personnel (generally for raiding purposes).

INDUSTRY

The production facilities of all sides are prime targets when
the war escalates into its final phases. Nuclear and conventional
weapons destroy factories and refineries all over the world.

Facilities that survive the war more or less intact face other
problems. Lack of electrical power, raw materials, and trained
labor reduces most factories to little more than large buildings
with extremely heavy machinery bolted to the floor. In locations
where power and labor are still available, whatever authority exists
may be investigating the surviving factories and the feasibility of
returning them to service — though not necessarily producing the
same items as in prewar times.

Some “historic villages” operating as tourist attractions have
the potential for conversion to more conventional production, and
the staff of such locations, if they survive, are valuable sources
of information on early-industrial manufacturing methods and
machinery. Water- or animal-powered mills can be put into
operation very quickly.

Because of the effects of the EMPs, computer-controlled
manufacturing across the northern hemisphere is now extremely
limited, if not completely eliminated. The last functional precision-
manufacturing facilities in the north are in Scandinavia, Canada,
and a few locations in Japan and India. South of the equator, things
are significantly better — factories in Australia, South America,
and parts of Africa are still operating as best they can with limited
supplies of power and raw materials.

Industries that require advanced materials — most

“synthetic chemicals, for -example — are virtually gone in the

Twilight War’s major conflict areas. The near-necessities of
pre-War life like consumer electronics, over-the-counter and
prescription medicines, and reliable mechanical transportation

are indefinitely out of production throughout much of the world.
Items manufactured using petroleum by-products are increasingly
scarce — tires and plastic products (especially recyclable ones) are
highly sought-after.

Steel and concrete are valuable trade goods for any community
able to manufacture them. Repair or replacement of damaged and
destroyed structures often requires these two materials in varying
amounts. Production of other construction materials, especially
brick, is highly valuable to a community able to maintain such an
operation.

Decentralized “cottage industries” are the new norm in areas
most affected by the Twilight War’s destruction. Home and
school workshops are modified to use animal (or human!) power
when electricity or conventional fuels are unavailable. While
grossly inefficient compared to prewar standards, small workshops
are able to produce some necessary goods, repair and maintain
other valuable devices.

COMMUNICATIONS

Throughout much of the northern hemisphere, long-distance
communication networks are in shambles. The EMPs generated
during the nuclear exchanges wreak havoc on non-military
broadcast and receiver devices, and the bombs themselves
destroy many of the junctions and routers necessary to maintain
reliable service. Radios are prized, so long as power to run them
is available. Amateur shortwave (“ham”) radio sets, able to send
and receive signals at transcontinental ranges, are often the sole
link a community has with the outside world — and in many cases,
operators only listen, for fear of revealing the location and relative
prosperity of their community.

Broadcast television is mostly a thing of the past, but some
fiber-optic-based cable networks may be intact here and there.
Landline and cellular telephone systems are in similar shape.
Satellite phones are a hit-and-miss proposition — the EMP blasts
cripples many of the communications satellites essential to this
service.

The Internet still works, but only in places where the physical
servers and lines are mostly intact. Although after the EMPs hit
Europe, Russia, North America and China the system is a mere
shell of what it used to be. For the most part, Australia is the
new backbone of the ‘Net, hosting better than 80% of the world’s
remaining traffic. Localized networks and old style Bulletin Board
Systems (BBS) are starting to come online in parts of the northern
hemisphere, but a restoration of instant global communication is
still many years away.

Mail — actual physical paper-and-ink letters — is the most
reliable method of long-distance communication in most of Europe
and North America. The remnants of national postal services are
still able to deliver mail in these areas, and most cases are awarded
armed escort by whatever entity holds power in the region.

For mass communication, newspapers dominate. Some
papers are still printed out on massive presses — although at
circulation numbers far below prewar levels — but many are
produced on hand-cranked mimeograph machines and distributed
by hand. As advertising revenue is mostly a thing of the past in
devastated areas, local governments subsidize the production of
papers to help reestablish ties in surviving communities.

COMMERCE

The collapse of the global economy means the collapse of

established methods of trade. Before the war, much of the world’s

wealth existed only electronically. Individuals, companies, and

even entire countries financial reserves were based solely on good
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faith and credit from someone else.

In the postwar world, paper currency is valued more for the
material itself than the purchasing power it represented before the
missiles flew. Likewise, coins made of non-precious metals — nickel
and steel are more useful as manufacturing materials than units of
trade. Even precious metals are vastly devalued — gold, silver, and
platinum are accepted in trade, but their perceived value varies
wildly from place to place.

In less-devastated parts of the world, currency can still be used
for purchases — the inertia of hundreds of years is not completely
eliminated by the end of the old world. Circulating coins made of
precious metals — most notably, South African Krugerrands — are
afforded the greatest worth, as they comprise both a measurable
amount of a valued metal and the perceived value of a nation’s
economic strength.

Barter is becoming the most common method of trade
throughout much of the world — goods and services are
exchanged at a rate negotiated between those providing either,
or sometimes established by local authority. With some large
prewar nations dissolved, local economies establish their
own standards of trade and value and provide new currencies
distinct from predecessors — but the word “dollar” still carries
some degree of weight in the polities forming in what was the
United States.

Virtually anything of value can be traded — someone
somewhere is looking for whatever it is you have in surplus. The
most common trade good now is simple human labor. Muscle
power, technical know-how, and other, less-savory services, are
traded constantly for food, shelter, or other goods. Renaissance-
style guilds spring up to provide protection and training for
workers and craftsmen.

FooD

Current global population estimates range from one to two
billion, down from over seven billion just five years ago. While
there are many fewer mouths to feed, much of the world’s most
productive farmland (most noticeably the American Midwest)
is unusable, and still-fertile land will suffer reduced yields
because of the lack of machinery and fertilizers. With the global
disruption in supply and distribution networks, the food that is
produced cannot be delivered to the many regions in need.

The years of draught, fire, extreme temperatures and
conversion to corn (for biofuel purposes) leaves seed stocks
virtually bare in many parts of the world. Stockpiles remaining
in the storage facilities still sit there, unable to be delivered to
the fields for planting. In the northern hemisphere, the massive
“factory farms” of the last century are no longer viable. Around
the world, 2013’s harvests are expected to be extremely small.

Australia and South America are the overriding exceptions.

~ While war rages throughout those regions as it does elsewhere,

the conflicts remain non-nuclear and limited in their destruction,
leaving most of the countryside still useable for farming. Global
weather patterns also keep the worst of the fallout from reaching

_ the southern hemisphere for some years.

Grains remain the backbone of the world’s food supply,
with wheat being supplemented by hardier oats. Rice is popular
as well, producing high yields per acre once established. Fruits
and vegetables are now an entirely regional product — long-

- distance distribution of tropical and citrus fruits in particular

is extremely difficult without refrigeration systems. The smaller

_organic and “farmer’s market”-oriented farms that experienced

a renaissance in popularity since the 1960s are likely to grow

" in importance, and serve as models for farming in the coming

~ years, as they place less importance on large-scale fertilizer

RELIGION

As the popular saying goes “there are no atheists in foxholes.”
With the world in its current shape, it's no surprise that there is a
shortage of atheists. Religion in 2013 takes on a different approach
than just a few years ago. Religion in people’s life is about hope
and faith now. Religious experiences mainly focus on ideas and
thoughts that lift people’s spirits and help them make it one day
atatime.

After the collapse of governments and borders, the last
remaining refuge of identity for most people is religion. It has
become a rallying point for people seeking to keep (or find) their
place in the world. Mayors and councilmen are being replaced by
priests, ministers, rabbis or imams in many communities. Most
manage to keep some resemblance of their old community in tact.

Some religious congregations adopt a more cult-like existence
surrounding their “messiah”. These religious cults increase ten fold
after the Twilight War begins in earnest. Beyond the belief that
their leader is the new messiah, all of these cults possess one other
quality in common — fanaticism. In areas where these cults form,
they are often more dangerous to deal with than highwaymen or
enemy soldiers.

The opposite effect also manifests; the anti-religion
community. After the nukes hit, some people have trouble
reconciling how any benevolent being could ever allow this to
happen. Where are mercy, compassion and love? In those areas the
first estate becomes the target of fear, anger and outrage. Churches
are burned, and the clergy either run out of town or executed for
spreading lies and mistrust. These communities are often filled
with bitter, angry people who distrust outsiders and hand outs.

In the Middle East, ancient tensions still exist between
different sects and religious groups; however, Egypt shows that
this doesn’t have to be so. Arab, European and Jew manage to
build a working and semi-prosperous new society out of the harsh
African desert. Other communities around the world, because of
the scattering of people and the lack of places to worship, also mix
their practices in a sign of unity and forgiveness. Their services
now are multi- or non-denominational. It is not uncommon in
some parts of the world to see a Buddhist, a Muslim, a Jew and a
Christian worshipping, living and working together.

CULTURE

Much of the history and culture of the world is lost by 2013.
A great deal of the world’s art, music, books, and artifacts are lost,
destroyed or misplaced.

In 2012, many cities see the rise of cultural fundamentalists
groups. These groups seek to preserve and protect the history and
cultural of the world from the savagery of war. Theft is the most
common tool in their arsenal, although several groups negotiate
with museums and such for the safe retrieval of artifacts and items.
Unfortunately quite a few of these cultural caches are themselves
lost either through acts of war or the deaths of their new curators.

Afew of these cultural fundie groups form expeditions seeking
to find lost works and items in abandoned cities or rumored lost
caches. Along with them, merchants and treasure hunters also
crisscross the war-torn countryside looking for items that can
bring a nice sum on the open market.

Non-tangible aspects of culture are also affected; trips to
the mall, cruising, dating, etc, are all no more. People suffer from

some forms of massive psychological trauma - global PTSD and =

depression. Life is really not significantly more difficult than it was
prior to the collapse. People work long hours for little satisfaction,

but in 2013 distractions that take people’s minds off the rat race ..«
Sl

are few and far between.




The massive media cultural monster of the last few
decades is now in the same category as Nessie and Bigfoot.
People are left to create their own heroes, hopes, and rallying
points. Entertainment is low-tech with traveling player
groups, puppet shows, storytelling and other simple methods
of entertaining. In many communities, those who can make
people laugh and take their minds off the tragedies around
them are just as needed as the doctors or security guards.

URBAN AND SUBURBAN AREAS

Urban areas are zones with dense populations of people
and manmade structures. Urban areas are designed (or at
least attempt) to take full advantage of space for industrial,
commercial, residential and recreational uses. Prior to the
Twilight War, urban areas allowed people to live a modern
life. Therefore the space available for agriculture, livestock
and other “raw” materials is at a minimum. Open space is the
mainstay for more rural areas where there is room to grow
crops and feed animals (and keep their inconveniences from
interfering in the enjoyment of modern life). With modern
transportation it's simpler to just ship these items from the
farms to people.

As the war builds, shipping and transportation become
virtually non-existent. People living in urban cities no longer
have access to food and raw materials. In early 2011 in Europe
and 2012 in North America, urbanites begin migrating out of
their cities either to other cities or the countryside. On top of
that, every city (including those not touched directly by war) is
also hit by famine and disease. Overall, previous urban areas
are now composed of mostly empty buildings.

In North American and Europe, those who stay behind

. often consolidate (for workforce and security reasons) into

decent-sized communities. A city might host up to a dozen or
so such communities with no-man zones between. Each one
fights for whatever resources it can find, steal or otherwise
acquire. With no working sanitation, these no-man zones
are often filled with garbage and overrun with rats and other
vermin.

In other areas, the populations also consolidate, but rather
than form their own mini-cities, the people often flock around
government-sponsored resources, such as: water treatment
plants, security zones or shipping ports. This not only brings
the workforce to the work, but also minimizes the distances to
deliver necessary societal needs (clean water, sanitation, etc).

RURAL AREAS

Rural areas are characterized as being sparsely populated
and usuallywithanagricultural background. With large tracts of
undeveloped land, the countryside is an ideal place for farming,
logging and herding. Many “country” folk can accurately be
described as those who live off the land (as opposed to the
urban counterparts who live off the megamart).

Unlike urban areas (100% of which change due to the
Twilight War), country change is often an accident of battle
geography. In regions untouched directly by war, life in rural
areas in 2013 resembles life prior to 2013. In regions directly
hit by war, rural areasare worn down from fighting and over
harvesting resources.

Rural areas, due to the small population, are normally

last in line for technological improvements and luxuries;

therefore, reliance on them is considerably less than in urban
areas. When the EMPs hit and commerce slows, the effect on
country life is minimal.

At first, people migrating from the larger cities to the more
rural towns are welcomed with hospitality and kindness. But as Py -
it soon becomes apparent that they lack basic skills necessary to
farm crops or herd livestock, their welcome wears out quickly.

Small towns increasingly resist the influx of urbanites and the
drain on resources they cause.

NEW COMMUNITIES A

The Twilight War scatters millions of people across the

globe. Many of these are soldiers deployed to war zones, but most An

are civilians displaced by the causes and effects of the conflict. S
AR

Military Cantonments v

As the wars rage across the globe and supplies grow scarce, it
becomes more difficult to maintain command and control. Many

he oy~
large military units break into smaller, more manageable groups, seley i 7%
while others split from their commands and go rogue. As fighting A
winds down in 2013 (and even as early as the Winter of 2012), Sty ¥

most units, even those still loyal to their government or command,
setup cantonments wherever they happen to be.

Often these cantonments are based around established
communities, towns or villages in the war zones. Wherever military
units setup cantonments, they immediately take over as police
force and government for the region. They provide protection for

those civilians within the cantonments from roving marauders, a-1
enemy forces and sometimes from competing towns, while the v
populace supports the troops with food and other supplies they A
need to operate. % -
This relationship between the soldiers and the community can 3 .;‘ w‘i.
either be voluntary or forced depending on the unit’s disposition . o
and the circumstances surrounding them. Most cantonment zones .~ .
are a symbiotic relationship between the military and civilian "-_’_,‘*
people. Life inside a friendly military cantonment is, for the most e
part, calm and “normal”. Some military units however, setup g iy o v =
dictatorial cantonments and treat those within the area as their W
own personal slaves rather than partners. sb gy

Europe has the most cantonments by far, as almost every
town, village, hill, fort and river crossing has some sort of military o
unit cantoned there. Because the fighting in Europe is carried out oy 1
by many nationalities and is fought through so many different N at s
countries, it is not uncommon for cantonments to contain citizens : f
and soldiers from other nationalities (sometimes even from both
sides of the war). The closer the cantonment is to the border
between the fighting sides, the more this mixing is prominent.

A cantonment zone in Germany, for instance, might contain = ..
Germans, Italians, French, Czechs, Poles, and even Russians
(both as refugees and soldiers). Many units, especially those gone \31_
rogue, realize that survival is the highest priority. Survival requires




teamwork, even from people you might have been fighting against
just months before.

Security is tight inside cantonments. Visitors who do not
belong to the governing military of the cantonment (or similar
commands) are unwelcome and either shot on sight or arrested as
prisonersofwar. Tradersand trading are welcome from cantonment
to cantonment, but merchants from rival factions/nations/etc
often find themselves shot and their goods confiscated.

Company Towns

A revision of an old concept, company towns are whole
communities (with living quarters, commercial interests, utilities,
necessities, hospitals, etc) built near a work site to house workers
and their families by the employer.

While Libya is not the first, it is the first country to make them
mainstream across its borders. Because of the region’s topography
and remoteness of the worksites, company towns are a necessity
in order to provide an effective workforce on the Manmade River
Project. As Libya farms out the work to European and North
American companies and grants them huge swathes of land,
company towns spring up almost overnight.

Companies setup major “cities” along the Mediterranean
coast to handle their shipping interests. In these “cities” lives the
workforce with their families. At each of the work sites, smaller
“towns” are setup where workers stay while working at the site,
periodically heading back into the port cities to be with their
families or spend their earnings in the company stores.

With the lure of high wages, guaranteed jobs and no taxation,
these company towns grow rapidly in the first years they operate.
Many spread beyond their borders but because of their progress,
the Libyan government often looks the other way.

Even though Libya leads the way in promoting company
towns, the most notable example is Utopia, in Cote d’lvoire. Utopia

. is a large city set near the coast by a European manufacturing firm.
Taking advantage of the cheap labor and raw materials, they setup
over a dozen clothing and finished goods plants.

Once the Twilight War beginsin earnest, most of the markets
for the goods produced in Utopia dry up. Rather than fold up shop
and head back to Europe (already tangled in the Franco-Russo
conflict), the founders of Utopia decide to turn it into a safe haven
for European refugees (rich Europeans that is). Not everyone is
allowed in or even told about Utopia accepting refugees; selection
is reserved for those who can afford it. However, by 2013, Utopia’s

+ - population grows to around 10,000 citizens (99% are European).
- In general company towns are self sufficient, producing their
own food sources and material goods, maintaining their own highly
trained security force, etc. and intending to keep what's theirs.
Company towns are usually acceptable to trading; however, they
rarely allow it to happen inside their perimeter, and their prices
are higher than most. Conversely, with limited personnel (unless
* they open their doors to outsiders) they are often on the lookout
for people to contract out “risk” jobs. Whether it is for defense
against an imminent threat, to raid a nearby village or even to work
. the “mines”; company towns can almost always use pawns to do

their dirty work.

_ Refugee Camps

'T. - - _' : Refugees are generally distrusting of outsiders and have
¢ o ~ little to offer those who come looking to trade. They do have one

commodity in huge demand though, slaves. Slavers regularly raid
. refugee camps as unguarded, easy targets. Slavers will use the

men for slave labor or fodder, while the women are often sold for
_ pleasure.

Communes

Refugee camps are not the only escape for those who lose
their homes; communes also welcome refugees. Communes
are communities where several individuals or families share
the community and its resources equally amongst themselves.
Everyone has an equal share and an equal say in the happenings
of the community. Once hippies and peaceniks were the main
proponents of these communities. Now more and more urbanites
witness their usefulness.

Taking a hand-up rather than a hand-out approach,
communes not only provide the necessities people need to survive
but also a sense of belonging and accomplishment. Among the
people of a post Twilight War world, those living in communes
are the most content and well adjusted of any out there.

Communes in 2013 are generally self-sufficient, providing
their own security, growing their own food, and creating their own
clothes, furniture, etc. Even though there is not much need for
outside help, that isn’t to say it's not welcome or used. Communes
generally lack sophisticated medicines and luxury items, as well as,
heavy muscle against more determined foes and can be some of the
best trading locations.

NON-TRADITIONAL COMMUNITIES

The population shift occurring all over the world forces people
to get creative in their living arrangements. The lack of mobility and
scarce food sources keeps people from flooding the countryside or
moving back into the cities. In order to survive, many people turn
to their imaginations to carve out new homes in the world, whether
the location itself or the construction materials used.

Polar Outposts

Inan unlikely move, groups of people close to the poles decide
to venture into the Polar Regions to stake out a safe and secure
area to live. With a steady supply of food, fur and water, these polar
outposts become increasingly popular with people trying to escape
the famine, war and pestilence common now.

The most populated polar outpost, New Montreal is located
on Ellesmere Island in northern Canada. Founded by a crew of
stranded fishermen when their boat runs out of fuel, the outpost
grows to a population of just over 200 people. The outpost is run
as a true democracy, with every member of the community having
an equal say.




- Caves

Caves have become popular shelters for both large and small
sized communities. They offer protection from both the elements
and marauders; they maintain a year round constant temperature;
they can not catch fire; and most contain their own uncontaminated
water source.

A group of survivors secures Mammoth Cave and use it as a
refugee camp. Located in central Kentucky, the cave system covers
over 350 miles of tunnels and passageways. The caverns offer a
year round temperature of just over 12 C and an underground
drinkable water source. In addition, the surrounding areas are
rich with farmable lands and hunting grounds (including large
numbers of bison). Over 1000 people now make Mammoth Cave
their home. The survivors split into 5 groups populating several
locations throughout the caves.

Mammoth cave is not the only cave system housing survivors.
However, as the world’s largest cave system, it's well organized and
the most populated example of modern cave dwelling.

Caravans

While not a location, traveling caravans of people become
a commonplace sight along the countryside. Although generally
not welcome (due to former stigmas from gypsy culture), these
caravans are often allowed to rest outside of towns and villages
briefly. While shunned publicly, these caravans regularly bring
trade goods and news of the outside world.

A Kurdish caravan consisting of over 200 wagons and trucks
and over 500 people makes a bi-monthly circuit through Turkey,
Kurdistan, Iran, Iraq and Syria. Trading in weapons, food stuffs
and intel, this group is granted free passage by the local territorial
powers.

"Barges

Along inland rivers, barges are confiscated by both civilians
and the military alike to serve as either a home or a mobile
command platform. Some of these barge homes are simple bulk
coal tenders with tarp roofs, while others are decked out, fully
equipped, floating apartments supporting dozens of people.

The Mississippi River in the U.S. southeast hosts over 100
such barges traveling up and down her length. Many barges not
only serve as home for hundreds of survivors but double as floating
caravans for numerous river towns that have popped up after the
collapse.

Cruise Ships

Throughout the coastal cities of the world, countless cruise
ships stayed moored during the major fighting of the Twilight
War due to lack of fuel, passengers and safety. Once the collapse
is in full swing, former vacation boats are commandeered by their
respective governments. Towed or otherwise piloted to locations
along coastal regions and converted to off-shore apartments, they
not only disperse the populace but create new cities overnight.

The Capriccio is one such cruise ship city, anchored off the
coast of Malta by the Italian government. It houses almost 2000
Italian survivors, including crew. Many of her creature comforts
no longer work (the pool, casino, etc); however, she provides
adequate and safe living space for her ‘passengers’.

Floating City \

Wake Island, in the south Pacific, becomes the unfortunate

“last stop for many sea going vessels during the Twilight War.

Many ran out a fuel while others barely limp into port suffering
damage or crew shortages. With a little imagination and hard
work, these survivors manage to string their vessels together to
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form a floating city just off the island. The floating city begins with

five vessels in early 2013, and by the summer grows to over 20 o R A
ships and almost 800 survivors. e

Part of the flotilla composition is a medical ship from the PN
British navy, two survey ships, a research vessel, a pleasure yacht, N

one commercial container ship, several fishing vessels (including
two Japanese whaling ships) and afew auxiliary service vessels. The '
shipping containers are unloaded, and used to create apartment- .. i
style living quarters on the island.

The Island of Nevis

In addition to the aging Akula the Russians sent to aid
the Venezuelans, they also sent an unarmed nuclear-powered
ice breaker. The Venezuelans moor the boat off the island of
Nevis and use the nuclear power plant on board to power their :
regional command center (not to mention its water filtration ey
and communications systems). While Nevis isn’t the only place s
siphoning power from nuclear vessels, the other such cities are v
located in more traditional population centers. Z '
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The chess board is the world, the pieces are the phenomena of the universe, the rules of the game are what we call the laws of Nature. The 4
player on the other side is always hidden from us. We know that his play is always fair, just, and patient. But we also know, to our cost, Pl -

- that he never overlooks a mistake, or makes the smallest allowance for ignorance. i

"+ — Thomas Huxley, A Liberal Education

Welcome to the end of the world. The previous two chapters
have discussed the last seven years of history and the state in which
the Twilight War and the Collapse have left the planet. Now it's
time to get into the meat of this book: the rules that enable you to
tell stories in the post-apocalyptic uncertainty of Twilight: 2013.

THE REFLEX SYSTEM

The rules that Twilight: 2013 uses are collectively called
the Reflex System. This system is designed for rapid, descriptive
play. While some aspects of the game are intricately detailed, our
intent is for most of the heavy math to take place during character
creation and periodic maintenance, rather than bogging down
action scenes. We've written these rules with the assumption that
you have some prior experience with roleplaying games — at least
enough to understand these basic concepts:

e The concept of a roleplaying game as an attempt at
cooperative narration, or at least as a series of problem-
solving exercises;

¢ The roles of game masters (GMs) and players;

e The functions of player characters (PCs) and non-player
characters (NPCs);

« The idea that the point of the game should be for everyone
involved to have fun.

With that said, here’s a quick summary of the basic principles
of RPGs that are unique to, or modified for, the Reflex System.

STAGED RULES

Individual play groups often use “house rules” to tune their
game systems to a specific preferred level of complexity and
realism. To facilitate this, we’ve written the Reflex System with
three stages of rules. This book is written with a default level
of Stage Il in mind. However, scattered throughout the text,
sidebars and optional rules sections will highlight ways to simplify
or enhance the rules for Stage | or Stage 111 complexity. Future
supplements will also provide additional focused rule sets for
Stage |11 play.

Stage |

Basic. Stage I rules are the minimum necessary to numerically
define a character and play a fast-running game. Stage I rules tend
to boil fairly complicated events down to simple abstractions. This
level of complexity is recommended for introducing novice players
to the Reflex System and the world of Twilight: 2013.

Stage Il - .

Standard.:Stage Il rules contain a default level of complexity
that strikes a balance between speed of play and realism. The
complete Stage 11 rules set incorporates all of the systems that we

" consider essential for capturing the realities of survival in a post-
apocalyptic environment.

Stage 111 i
Advanced. Stage Il rules are written with the hardcore . o

wargamer in mind. Stage 11l rules provide extra, often gritty,

details of various aspects of play. However, Stage Ill play does

tend to require a greater amount of bookkeeping and number-

crunching.

DICE

The Reflex System uses three sizes of dice: six-sided, ten- <l
sided, and twenty-sided. The respective shorthand for these is .
“d6,” “d10,” and “d20.” Many rolls will require you to use multiple
dice of the same size and total the results. The notation for these
rolls follows the industry standard of putting the number of dice
before the die size. For example, “3d6” means “roll three six-sided = | s
dice and add each die’s result together for the roll’s total.” S b

When you roll a die, the number that comes up on that die is 3 -5
the die result. N

If aroll requires the addition or subtraction of a fixed number, :
the text gives that number immediately after the notation for the A\
dice. For example, “3d6+3” means “roll three d6s, add the results
of all the dice together, and add another 3 to the total.”

It's also possible to use two d10s to generate random numbers
ranging from 1 to 100. This roll uses one d10 for the tens digit and
the other d10 for the ones digit and is called a percentile roll. For
ease of use, we recommend rolling d10s of two different colors for
percentile rolls, with one designated as the tens digit before the
dice hit the table.

Finally, some rolls — typically those involving task resolution
— call for you to roll multiple dice of one size and use only the
lowest or highest die result. These rolls are noted with an “L” or an
“H,” respectively, after the die size.

Example: “3d20L” means “roll three d20s and use only the lowest
of the three results.” If such a roll results in the dice coming up 4,
13, and 18, the die result for this roll is that of the lowest die: 4.

TIME

Events in roleplaying games almost never occur at the same
speed that they would in real life. A month-long sea journey is best
glossed over with a few moments’ description, while a gunfight
lasting no more than a minute from the participants’ perspectives
takes an hour or more to play out. Accordingly, the Reflex System
uses the following array of conventions to describe timekeeping
from both the players’ and the characters’ perspectives.

Player Time

Session: A session is a single sitting’s worth of game play.
Most GMs run sessions between three and six hours in length. In
general, a single session’s play covers enough in-game events to
make up asingle one-hour episode of a television show. Depending
on the pace of events, this could be no more than a few hours of
character time (a couple of conversations with NPCs followed
by a gunfight), or it could cover a month or more (an extended -
journey with few detailed events but several sessions of training
with various communities).

Operation: An operation is a series of events that forms a
complete story, from the initial scenes that set the stage through



the final challenges that the characters face. An operation might
last no more than a single session, but is more likely to last several
sessions. In general, the events of an operation are roughly
equivalent to the events of a complete season of a television show.
As with a session, an operation can cover a few days, a few weeks,
or a year or more, depending on the pace of events.

Campaign: A campaign is a group’s ongoing play
experiences, lasting as long as the players and GM focus on the
continuing stories of the same group of players. A campaign lasts
as long as the group keeps it going. We've heard of campaigns
that have run for a decade, but don’t feel compelled to meet this
record!

Downtime: Downtime is “off-screen” time for the characters.
Continuing the television analogy from above, it's when characters
repair or acquire new equipment, recover from injuries, work on
ongoing projects, and reflect on lessons learned before plunging
back into the action. The viewers don’t see these events happen;
there’s little in the way of action or plot development to occupy
the audience’s attention. When the next episode begins, though,
things are different, and the characters are ready for more abuse at
the hands of fate. We recommend that characters receive between
one week and three months of downtime between operations. A
single contiguous amount of downtime is referred to as a stretch of
downtime in rules that reference it.

Character Time

Day: The basic unit of time for measuring character progress
toward major goals (travel, long-term projects, healing) is a game
day. When no largeamountof intensive activity isoccurring, players
and GMs can safely assume that characters are working hard, but
not pushing themselves unduly: eight hours of sleep, eight to ten
hours of work, and the remainder of each day being consumed by
personal maintenance and perhaps a little recreation.

Scene: A scene in the Reflex System is akin to a scene in a
television show: it occurs within one specific location and focuses
on a single event or series of events that are worthy of more
attention than an offhand description. A scene lasts as long as is
required for the GM and players to resolve its events, but typically
between a few minutes and an hour.

Combat Time

Time in combat requires special attention on the part of the
GM and players, even though the precise length of time a firefight
requires is usually of minimal interest to the characters caught in
it. Many real-world combat veterans report extreme distortion of
their perception of time during fights. The Reflex System models
this perceptual dissonance via a somewhat abstract method of
demarcating time in combat. Combat time is described in more
detail in Chapter Five.

Combat Scene: Acombatsceneisany scene in which combat

- occurs, and encompasses the events immediately preceding and

following the combat as well as the fight itself. At minimum, it
includes all exchanges of fire and pauses (see below) in a single
combat.

Tick: A tick, like a tick of a clock, is just long enough for a
character to perform a single action: shout a warning, squeeze a
trigger, or take a furtive glance around the battlefield. Objectively,

" atick lasts between a tenth of a second and half a second, but this

distinction isn’t always important or evident to a character who's

" in the thick of a firefight.

Exchange of Fire: An exchange of fire is a rapid sequence of

. events in combat, lasting for enough ticks for the fastest character

involved in the combat to do everything his initiative roll gives him
time him to do (obviously, in the same amount of time, everyone

’_‘else in the fight also has time to do everything his slower initiative
. roll lets him do).

-’nh bh.

Pause: A pause in the action, or pause for short, is a brief
lull in combat while all involved parties reload, shout orders, pray,
tend to their wounded, sneak up on enemies, or cower in foxholes
— in short, do anything except continue to trade attacks. A pause
occurs after the end of an exchange of fire in which all participants
decide to stop attacking for a moment. It lasts for a variable
amount of objective time, typically less than a minute.

UNITS OF MEASUREMENT

The Reflex System uses metric measurements for distance,
area, volume, and weight. For players who are more familiar with
U.S. customary units, the following equivalencies may be helpful:

Distance

Metric Unit
1 kilometer

U.S. Customary Unit
0.621 mile or 3,280 feet
1.09 yard or 39.4 inches
0.394 inches

Area

1 meter (m)

1 centimeter (cm)

Metric Unit
1 square kilometer
1 square meter

U.S. Customary Unit
0.386 square mile or 247 acres
1.20 sq. yards or 10.8 sq. feet
Volume

Metric Unit U.S. Customary Unit
1 liter 0.264 gallon or 33.8 fluid ounces
1 cubic meter 35.3 cubic feet
Weight
Metric Unit U.S. Customary Unit
1 metric ton 1.10 ton or 2,200 pounds
1 kilogram 2.20 pounds

Table 3a: Units of Measurement

Range

When discussing distances, range is a special case. The
difference between visual or ballistic ranges of 5 meters and 10
meters is much more significant than the distance between visual
or ballistic ranges of 705 meters and 710 meters. Accordingly,
when ranges and related concepts such as ranged attacks
come into play, the Reflex System eschews precise distance
measurements in favor of broadly descriptive range bands.

The easiestway to envision range bands isas a set of concentric
circles with the character at the center. Each range band has an
inner and outer boundary. If the distance from the character to a
target falls between those two boundaries, the target is within that
band. The range bands, from closest to farthest, are:

e Personal: Personal range is within arm’s reach of a
character, or close enough to physically strike with a hand weapon.
Characters must be within personal range of one another to engage
in physical contact, whether consensual (e.g. first aid) or hostile
(e.g. a knife fight).

» Gunfighting: Gunfighting range is from just outside arm’s
reach to 7 meters. According to law enforcement statistics, this
is the range within which the vast majority of modern handgun
combat occurs.

e Close Quarters Battle (CQB): CQB range begins at 7
meters and extends to 25 meters, which makes it the maximum

range at which most combat within buildings or large vehicles will =

occur.
e Tight: Tight range is from 25 to 100 meters, the range




the Tight range band and under normal field conditions the human
1 ‘s eye will pick a human-sized target out of its surroundings more
than 90% of the time.
- e Medium: The range that most military-scale combats
« will occur in surroundings with a moderate degree of cover and
' terrain complications. The Medium range band extends from 100
to 200 meters. This is the practical limit at which the unaided eye
can discern significant details of a subject. Under normal field
conditions, an average observer will discern a standing human
target about 50% of the time at Medium range.
*Open:Asthenameimplies, the Openrange band encompasses
the ranges at which most infantry actions take place in open terrain
with minimal contours: 200 to 400 meters. Visual observation
& normally encounters minimal penalties at these distances. Under
normal field conditions, an average observer will discern a standing
R : human target about 15% of the time at Open range.

e Sniping: The range band from 400 to 800 meters is
the province of long-range weapons. Visual observation can be
significantly impaired at these distances. Under normal field
[ conditions, the unaided human eye has less than a 5% chance of

3 y detecting standing human targets at Sniping range. Ranged attacks
L 3 without magnifying optics are effectively impossible.
o e Extreme: From 800t0 1,600 meters, only the longest-ranged
firearms have a chance of hitting man-sized objects. Unaided visual
¥ observation is limited to simple shapes and major details, and the
naked eye cannot effectively discern a human target.

VALUES AND RATINGS

e s e
‘ r The Reflex System uses both values and ratings to define
SR various traits. A value is always numeric (e.g. 8), while a rating is
i e always descriptive (e.g. Expert). If a trait has both a value and a

. rating, the value usually determines the rating.
Some effects can cause a value or a rating to increase or
decrease. Values are numeric, so their increases and decreases are
s purely arithmetic. Ratings are descriptive and most rated traits
p are presented on a scale. When an effect increases or decreases a
rating, the effective rating is moved up or down the scale from the
actual rating, as appropriate.

5 ~é B Example: Skills are rated from worst to best as follows: Unskilled,

Novice, Competent, Professional, Expert, Master, Legendary. If

W - Erin normally has an Expert rating in a skill and an effect re-
%5 . duces her rating by two levels, her new rating is Competent.

e TASK RESOLUTION

Success and failure aren’t always certain in a roleplaying
> game. The Reflex System’s task resolution system reflects this fact.
iy When your character attempts an action that isn’t guaranteed to

gt T succeed or doomed to fail, you make a task check.
i When you make a task check, you roll one or more d20s, as
determined by the nature of the check (see Attribute Checks and
R : Skill Checks, following). Every task check is rolled against a target
> number (TN). If the die result is lower than or equal to the TN,
. your character succeeds at whatever he was attempting to do. If
o the die result exceeds the TN, he fails.

DEGREES ‘)F DIFFICULTY

R x, All challenges are not created equal. The value of your
"% . character’s relevant attribute determines the TN for a task of
average difficulty, but many tasks will be easieror harder than

average. For such cases, the rules (or the GM'’s discretion) may
dictate a difficulty modifier. This is a number that is added to or o g i L
subtracted from the TN, depending on the task’s relative difficulty:

Difficulty Modifier ' v , "

Trivial +5 i
Laughable +4 .
Everyday +3 -
Easy +2 ;
Simple +1

Normal +0

Complex -1

Challenging -2

Difficult -3 oy i
Daunting —4 ; _~T ;;_.
Impossible —5 or worse §
Table 3b: Difficulty Modifiers o s 5

BONUSES AND PENALTIES

The difficulty modifier is the most common means by which ey
a target number can change, but many task checks will be subject i
to TN modifications from other sources. Both numerical bonuses
and penalties can apply to a task’s TN. A character can receive both

40
multiple bonuses and multiple penalties to a single task. Bonuses Caa &
are always expressed as positive numbers (e.g. +3), while penalties T
are always expressed as negative numbers (e.g. —2). Wy

Some circumstances may increase or reduce a bonus or T ey

penalty. Both of these terms always refer to the magnitude of
the modifier (or, in mathematical terms, its absolute value). For
example, if a bonus is +2 and an effect increases it by 1, it becomes .
a+3 bonus. Conversely, if a penalty is —2 and an effect increases it d o e
by 1, it becomes a —3 penalty. . ¥ v

Neither a bonus nor a penalty can be decreased past zero. A
penalty of —2 that is decreased by 5 becomes a penalty of zero, not
a bonus of +3.

No single bonus may ever be greater than +5. No such . :‘f‘_
restriction exists on penalties. . ';‘.\ - '.f
Example 1: Justin has a base TN of 8 for a task. Two different Tkl ".-_‘ 0
sources provide bonuses: one grants a +3 and the other grants a a bl A, s
+1. Justin is also subject to a —2 penalty from another effect. 8 + : . -?:t:f{
3+ 1—2 =10, soJustin’s final TN is 10. e s

vy
- - W=ty
Example 2: Keith has a base TN of 6 for a task. Four dif- 3 .-_'e‘:",_;:‘_‘:*
ferent sources provide bonuses: one grants a +7, another : oy

grants a +3, and the remaining two each grant +2. The +7 ~  « .

bonus decreases to +5 (the maximum possible for any sin- 59 ’“‘:
gle bonus). 6 + 5+ 3 + 2 + 2 = 18, so Keith’s final TN is 19. !

If cumulative bonuses and penalties decrease a task’s TN to
zero or less, the task automatically fails. On the other hand, a task
with a TN of 20 or higher automatically succeeds.

MARGINS

In many cases, the margin by which a task check succeeds
or fails is relevant to the magnitude or net effect of the success or
failure. A check’s margin is equal to the difference between the
TN and the die result. If the check succeeded, this is the marginof - .~
success (MoS); otherwise, it's the margin of failure (MoF). If the
die result exactly equals the TN, then the check is still a success,
but the margin of success is zero. %




In general, a margin of success of 5 or greater indicates
complete and obvious success. Conversely, a margin of failure
greater than 5 usually means dismal and unsalvageable failure.
Specific cases may supersede these broad guidelines.

Example 1: Keith attempts an attack with a TN of 7. His die result
is a 3, so he succeeds with a margin of success of 4. In all attacks,
the margin of success is added to the weapon’s base Damage
: ! value to determine the final amount of damage inflicted. Keith
RN - is attacking with a handgun with Damage 3, so his final damage
k. & total is3 + 4, 0r 7.

o % panile Example 2: Pete attempts to seduce the commander of the local
s e o & military police garrison. This task hasa TN of 5. The GM warns
R o & Pete that a margin of failure greater than 5 will result in him not

- Just failing to seduce his target, but actively alienating her. Pete

~ rolls a 12. With a margin of failure of 7, not only does he make a
poor impression, but he’ll be the laughingstock of the entire MP
force once the story circulates, and all future social interaction

= Cy with the commander will suffer a penalty determined by the GM’s

3 "a cruel whim.

gy Exceptional Success
! . Many checks require a “lowest of” roll of more than one die.
 In such a case, whenever multiple dice are lower than or equal to
the target number, the check’s margin of success is determined
. using the lowest die. The margin of success is then increased by 2
- .. for each additional die that, taken on its own, would be a success.
- This models the fact that individuals with greater skills tend to
. consistently display qualitatively superior performance.

Example: Keith attempts an attack with a TN of 7aﬁ:1 rolls 4d20L.
His dice come up 3, 4, 10, and 15. His die result is a 3, so he suc-
ceeds with a margin of success of 4. One additional die — the one
that came up 4 — would be a success if considered on its own.
Therefore, Keith’s margin of success is increased by 2, to 6.

ATTRIBUTE CHECKS

You make an attribute check whenever your character
attempts an action that directly relies on an innate human quality,
rather than leveraging a set of learned or trained capabilities.
Specific circumstances call for checks with each attribute, as
detailed in the attribute descriptions (see p. 77).

Every attribute check is a 2d20L roll. The base TN of each
attribute check is the attribute’s value.

Example: Erin has Coordination 8, making her significantly
above-average in terms of her innate mastery of spatial relation-
ships and related factors. When she attempts a Coordination
check of normal difficulty, she rolls 2d20 against a TN of 8.

SKILL CHECKS

You make a skill check whenever your character attempts
an action that falls within the purview of that skill. Specific
circumstances call for checks with each skill, as outlined in the skill
descriptions (see p. 80).

A skill check involves rolls of a variable number of d20s,
depending on your character’s rating in that skill. Each task is
associated with a single relevant attribute. The base TN of the task
check is equal to that attribute’s value.

Skill checks are subject to limits on the number of bonuses
that your character can receive. His degree of expertise limits how
well he can apply the advantages that are at his disposal. No task
check may benefit from bonuses from a number of sources greater
than the number of dice being rolled. Unfortunately, no such
restriction applies to penalties.

Example: An attack with a handgun is a task that relies on the
Sidearm skill and the Coordination attribute. In addition to her
aforementioned Coordination 8, Erin has a Professional rating
in the Sidearm skill. A skill check with a Professional-rated skill
is a 3d20L roll. Therefore, whenever Erin makes an attack with
a handgun at normal difficulty, she rolls 3d20L against a TN of
8. Each such skill check may receive bonuses from up to three
different sources.

In the current situation, four different factors give Erin bonuses.
These bonuses are, respectively, +4, +2, +1, and +1 again. Be-
cause she can only benefit from three different bonus sources,
her TN is increased to (8 + 4 + 2 + 1 =) 15. The last +1 bonus is
dropped with no effect.

ACTION TYPES

Simply sitting around and talking doesn’t make for a very exciting
game experience. Over the course of play, characters will attempt to
accomplish various goals. Each such attempt is one action.

All actions don’t require the same amount of time or effort.
Pulling a trigger takes a fraction of a second; repairing a broken
engine can consume hours; planting, raising, and harvesting a
food crop is a months-long endeavor. Some actions have only one
component thought or motion, while others require the completion




& failure.

“Simple Actions
A simple action has only one step, and, mechanically
speaking, requires only one task check to determine success or

“Simple” in this case doesn’t necessarily mean “easy;”
some simple actions are very difficult. Examples of simple actions
include throwing a football, taking an evasive maneuver with a
helicopter, firing a gun, delivering a masterful saxophone solo,
and recalling a fact from memory. Unless otherwise indicated, any
action described in this book is a simple action.

Incremental Actions

An incremental action involves repeated discrete efforts
toward a single goal over an extended period of time. Unless
otherwise specified, a character can walk away from a partially-
completed incremental action and come back to resume his work
later. Each incremental action has a period, which is the amount
of time required for one task check toward the action’s overall
success. Inaddition, it has a target total, which is the total number
of successful task checks required for the overall incremental
action to be successful. A task check with a margin of success
greater than 5 represents exceptional progress and counts as two
successful checks toward this total.

Progresstoward completinganincremental actionismeasured
by how many successful task checks have occurred. Examples of
incremental actions include conducting psychotherapy, repairing
a truck’s engine, and researching an historical event.

Example: The team decides to take over an abandoned police sta-
tion as its base of operations. Justin is tasked with getting the

_ facility’s emergency generator back in operation. This is an in-

cremental action requiring Electronics skill checks with a period
of 1 day and a target total of 5. Justin breaks out his tools and
starts working. Over his first three days of work, he makes three

. task checks and succeeds at all three.

On the next day, a fire breaks out at a nearby farm, and the team
has to drop what it’s doing and assist with the emergency. Justin
suffers injuries in the process, which degrades his performance.
His next two task attempts are dismal failures, and neither one
counts as additional progress toward the target total. He decides
to wait a week and heal up before continuing the task, leaving it
at three-fifths completion (three out of five required successes).

Complications
Various circumstances can modify both simple and
incremental actions.

Opposed Actions
An opposed action is one with an intended effect that is
directly countered by another character’s action. In most cases,
this occurs when one character (the “attacker”) attempts to do
something that another character (the “defender”) is actively trying
to prevent. When an opposed action occurs, both parties make
their rolls and compare their results. If the attacker succeeds and
the defender fails, the attempt succeeds. If the attacker fails, then
the attempt fails regardless of the defender’s success or failure.
If both parties succeed, the defender’s margin of success is
subtracted from the attacker’s margin of success. If the result is
still zero or pesitive, it becomes the action’s final margin of success.
However, if the result is'negative, it instead becomes the action’s
margin of failure. X
Both simple and incremental actions can be opposed. In the
“case of an opposed incremental action, the act of opposing the
action requires an amount of time equal to the action’s period.

" g

Example 1: Pete attempts to bluff his way past a moderately alert

border guard. This is a simple action — Pete’s telling an uncom-

plicated story, and he has time for only a single attempt to fast-

talk the guard before his pursuers arrive. The GM decides that %
Pete must make a Personality-based Persuasion skill check, op- AT
posed by the guard’s Personality attribute check. Pete’s margin of y Wi
success is 11, compared to the guard’s margin of success of 3. Pete 3
succeeds with a final margin of success of 8.

Example 2: The team is engaged in a vicious basketball game. P ey
Matt attempts to block Andy’s jump shot. Both players make e
Muscle checks. Andy succeeds with a margin of success of 2, but -
Matt also succeeds with a margin of success of 5. Matt’s long : :_‘;- :
arms turn Andy’s success into a failure. Ayt s
Competing Actions S X
A competing action is similar to an opposed action, but Wy O o
involves two or more parties striving to be the first or best to ey~
achieve the same result. RS 5
In a competing simple action, all involved parties make the

same task check. The competitor with the greatest margin of
success wins.
In a competing incremental action, all involved parties make
the same task check. The competitor who reaches the target total
first wins. If two or more competitors simultaneously reach the
target total, the winner is the one with the greatest margin of
success on the last task check.

Supply-Dependent Actions

A supply-dependent action is, as the name suggests,
dependent not only upon a successful task check, but upon the
expenditure of consumable supplies for its ultimate success. Such d :
an action has a base supply requirement, which is the total amount N e 3 W
of supplies that are used up in the process of performing the action. bRy
These supplies are used regardless of whether the action succeeds Ay
or fails. If your character can’t meet the supply requirement, the

action has no chance of success -'chj
If you don't want to use the base supply requirement (or 5 L e
don’t have enough whole blood, fuel pumps, or lumber to meet Tam =3

it), you can attempt to stretch your available supplies by cutting
corners. This involves a voluntary reduction of the check’s supply
requirement. For every unit of consumables by which you reduce
the supply requirement, the check suffers a cumulative —2 penalty.
No other effect can reduce or eliminate this penalty. A

Both simple and incremental actions can all be supply- "
dependent.

In the case of an incremental action, each task




check is treated as a separate attempt for the purposes of supply
consumption.

Led Actions

A led action occurs when one character (who hopefully has
a high rating in the relevant skill) attempts to lead one or more
less-skilled comrades through a task. If you want to lead a task,
you must declare your intent before making your initial skill check.
Make your check with the normal relevant attribute as your TN.
However, if your Command skill rating is lower than your rating
in the relevant skill, make the check with your Command skill
rating.

If you succeed, you may voluntarily reduce your margin of
success by any amount, to a minimum MosS of zero. For each point
of MoS reduction, you may designate one other character whose
skill rating in the relevant skill becomes one level higher. This
bonus applies only for the purpose of performing the same task
check you just performed. No single character may receive more
than one extra level of skill rating for any one task.

Example: The team attempts to sneak across a well-guarded bor-
der. As the stealthiest team member, Matt attempts to lead Pete
and Keith through the motions of unobserved movement. Nor-
mally, stealth in a wilderness environment is a Fieldcraft (AWA)
check. Matt has an Expert rating in Fieldcraft, but only a Com-
petent rating in Command. Accordingly, he makes a Command
(AWA) check. He succeeds with a margin of success of 5.

Keith has a Novice rating in Fieldcraft, while Pete is completely
unskilled. Matt reduces his own margin of success from 5 to 3 to
boost each teammate’s Fieldcraft rating by one level. Keith and
Pete now make their own Fieldcraft (AWA) checks, respectively
using Competent and Novice skill ratings.

COMMON MODIFIERS

Although many actions will involve modifiers specific to the
task at hand, some basic modifiers are applicable to a wide range
of tasks. The following conditions — and the bonuses and penalties
they impose — form the basis of the Reflex System’s standards for
modifiers.

Time

A task’s description usually includes the amount of time that
it takes a character to perform it. This is a standard rather than a
hard-and-fast rule. Characters may pace themselves in order to
measure twice and cut once, or they may risk shoddy work in the

r,\" '*."' interest of expediency. Taking more or less time than the standard
o applies the following modifiers:
e ~
AEY 3
25
A 20x standard +5
: ,*‘* : "y ey 10x standard +4
o . 5x standard +3
.'_;': — 2x standard +2
T i 1.5x standard +1
: 3/4 standard =2
P . 2/3 standard -3
1/2 standard —4
. . 1l/3standard -5
".“": 1/4 standard —6

.

Table 3c: Time Modifiers

Note: The modifiers given here do not apply to actions
performed in combat. Tactical and operational actions always take
the same amount of time, as detailed in Chapter Five.

Equipment

Man is a tool-using animal. The default difficulty of any
action assumes that a character has at least basic equipment
suited to the task at hand. Characters with access to more precise,
capable, or powerful tools receive bonuses, while those making do
with inadequate resources suffer penalties. The following table
illustrates this with examples of equipment appropriate to two
tasks that are regrettably common in Twilight: 2013: providing
first aid for a serious injury and repairing a truck engine.

In many cases, facilities require electrical power, compressed
air, or other modern services for all equipment to function. A facility
without such resources provides only half its normal bonus.

Assistance

It’s hard to find good help after the end of the world. Surgical
nurses are in short supply to assist the few surviving trauma
surgeons, and not many network engineers can call on interns to
run cable and test circuits. Default difficulties and times assume
that a character is attempting a task alone. Extra hands and brains
can provide significant benefits. When determining bonuses for
assistance, all assistants collectively count as one source. However,
a task check may benefit from a maximum number of assistants
equal to the number of dice rolled for the check.

Skilled Assistance

For tasks that demand technical proficiency or advanced
education, helpers must be trained in the same skill that is being
used for the task check. The bonus each helper provides depends
on his level of skill relative to that of the character performing (or
leading) the task:

Relative Skill Rating Bonus

Same or higher +3
One level lower +2
Two levels lower +1
Three or more levels lower +0
Unskilled, regardless of relative rating -1

Table 3d: Skill Assistance Modifiers

In addition, the base time for the task is divided by half the
total number of characters undertaking it.

Example: Candace (Expert rating in Medicine) attempts to re-
move a bullet from Justin’s chest. Candace will be rolling 4d20L
for this surgical procedure, so she can benefit from up to four
helpers. Four helpers are available: Pete (Professional), Erin
(Competent), Simon (Novice), and Matt (Unskilled).

Pete’s rating is one level below Candace’s, so he would provide a
+2 bonus. Simon’s is two levels lower, so he would provide a +1
bonus. Erin’s skill is three levels lower, so she would provide no
bonus to the check, but her presence might still help to reduce the
total time required for the task. Matt’s Unskilled rating makes
him an unlikely assistant, but if Candace thinks she can success-
fully perform the procedure with him in the way, she might ac-

cept the penalty for his “help” and let him assist as a learning

experience (see p. 198 for rules on learning experiences and how
they allow characters to improve skills).




Equipment Grade

Medicine Example

Mechanics Example

% +5 world-class facility Level IV trauma center manufacturer’s test lab ' o
r n = +4 specialized facility emergency room dealership’s service shop s 5
) +3 basic facility typical doctor’s office neighborhood garage , _
. .;.‘ 2 +2 mobile shop ambulance roadside service truck o
- +1 professional tools EMT or squad medic kit mechanic’s tool chest
+0 basic tools individual first aid kit basic toolkit . v
i- -1 minimal tools alcohol swabs, sterile gauze multi-tool, wire, duct tape -
: "‘ -3 improvised/found tools whiskey, torn shirt sharp rocks, scrap metal : :
-5 none prayer bare hands
Table 3e: Equipment Modifiers
i ; Strong Backs and Weak Minds smaller objects may be imperceptible until they come much closer. e 18
For tasks that just require extra hands to lift and carry, helpers ~ Accordingly, a target that’s much larger or smaller than a normal Y
4 ’: must simply be in sufficient physical condition to accomplish the —human is cor!sidered to be closer or fgrther, respectively, for the v e ‘r‘,':
‘ ;e labor. For light labor (e.g. basketweaving, foraging), this means no  purposes of visual range see the following table: £

physical attribute lower than 3 and no wounds or illness greater than

y Moderate. For heavy labor (e.g. building fortifications, harvesting

R - crops), this means no physical attribute lower than 5 and no wounds

~ = orillness greater than Slight. Whether a given task is light or heavy

labor is left to the GM’s discretion, but the suggested rule of thumb

is that any task that would cause an average adult to raise a sweat

. or feel sore afterwards is heavy labor. In either case, each helper
' provides a cumulative +1 bonus.

- Visual Range
b . . Visual observation and ranged combat are limited by the
; capabilities of the human eye. The greater the distance between
iy iy an object and observer, the harder it is for the observer to notice,
e identify, examine, or attack it. The Reflex System models the
* effects of distance by imposing a visual range penalty on all vision-
dependent actions (including ranged attacks) that involve a subject
located beyond Gunfighting range. This penalty begins as a -1 in
the CQB range band and doubles with each successive band:

Range Band Visual Range Penalty

Personal none

3

Gunfighting (to 7m) none
CQB (7-25m) 4l
Tight (25-100m) 2

: Medium (100-200m) -4
i Open (200-400m) -8
i " Sniping (400-800m) -16
' Extreme (800-1,600m) -32
Table 3f: Visual Range Modifiers

o These penalties assume normal daytime lighting and clear
p air. Adverse lighting and atmospheric conditions can further
¢ ' penalize visual observation by increasing the effective visual range

to a target. For example, if an effect increases the effective visual

range by two range bands, then an observer looking at an object in
the Medium range band suffers penalties as if the target was in the

Sniping range band. Conversely, vision-enhancing equipment can

g reduce the apparent range to an object, decreasing penalties (see

oo p. 237 and p. 258). ; '

s Target Size
A Various studies have shown that it's virtually impossible for
L the unaided human eye to pick out a man-sized target at ranges
- "% . beyond 400 meters. However, larger objects are visible (though
not necessarily in.great detail) as much longer ranges, while

Human Size Equivalence Effective Range

1/4 (cat, rifle) 2 bands farther

1/2 (dog, child) 1 band farther 3
2x (horse, passenger car) 1 band closer

4x (elephant, tank)
8x (small house)

2 bands closer
3 bands closer

A
Table 3g: Size Modifiers s
LAB.
Environmental Conditions b
IHlumination O e
Characters require proper light levels for any task dependent g i :
on vision. When the ambient light in a situation is too low or too PR oS
intense, all such tasks suffer penalties, as described in the following ok R
lighting conditions. From brightest to darkest, lighting conditions e

are as follows:

e Blinding: Too much light can be as bad as not enough
light. Blinding light is sufficiently intense to cause pain, and can
lead to eye injury if viewed for more than a few minutes (GM’s
discretion). Examples include direct views of the sun, full sunlight
reflected on snow, a welding torch, and the ubiquitous nuclear
fireball. Lesser light sources such as parachute flares or smaller
explosions are also considered blinding if a character’s eyes are
adapted to darker-than-adequate lighting conditions from at least
three minutes of exposure. Blinding light increases effective visual
range by two range bands. At the GM’s discretion, it also inflicts a
—4 penalty on other task checks.

» Excessive: Excessive light is present when the level of
illumination causes viewers to squint or shield their eyes in order
to see clearly. Examples include the sun viewed through heavy
cloud cover or precipitation, partial sunlight reflected on snow,
and flashlights or headlights shining directly into the viewer’s eyes.
Excessive light increases effective visual range by one range band.
At the GM’s discretion, it also inflicts a —2 penalty on other task
checks.

* Adequate: The default lighting condition is illumination
ranging from sunlight on a clear summer day to indoor residential
lighting from conventional electric bulbs. Adequate light inflicts
no penalties.

e Dim: Dim illumination provides enough light for a
character to navigate unimpeded and perform most common
tasks, but fine visual discernment is difficult. Examples of dim
lighting conditions include dawn or twilight, an indoor area with
emergency or maintenance lights, a scene lit only by sporadic fires,
a movie theatre in the middle of a film, and a clear night with a full




+ manner.

moon and no overhead cover. Dim light increases effective visual
range by one range band. At the GM’s discretion, it also inflicts a
—2 penalty on other task checks.

e Minimal: In minimal illumination, the human eye is
incapable of discerning most colors, and only vague outlines of
shapes are immediately visible. Examples of minimal illumination
include a cloudy night, the light from a single candle in a large
room, and an airliner cabin with only the emergency lights on
the floor. Minimal light range by two range bands. At the GM’s
discretion, it also inflicts a —4 penalty on other task checks.

* None: Complete darkness — any enclosed space with no
illumination — inflicts automatic failure on any task check reliant
on vision. If a character can accomplish a task solely by touch
(GM'’s discretion), any related task check still suffers a —5 penalty.
and the task takes three times as long as normal if itisn’t an instant
action. These penalties may be mitigated or eliminated (again at
the GM’s discretion) if the character has previously trained to
perform that specific task without visual guidance. We strongly
recommend that the GM disallow any sudden revelations that the
character “knew how to do it all along” — such training should be
previously established through character history or roleplaying.

e Chaotic: Chaotic illumination occurs when lighting
conditions are rapidly shifting between dark and normal to bright,
which can be disorienting for those unaccustomed to it. This
typically occurs in situations where light sources are constantly
strobing: a firefight, or a crime scene lit by the flashing light bars
of emergency vehicles. Chaotic lighting increases effective visual
range by one range band in addition to any penalties imposed by
dim or minimal lighting. A character with a Coolness Under Fire
of 6 or greater ignores this effect.

Atmospheric Conditions

The human eye evolved to work in clear air. Substances
falling through it or floating in it can significantly reduce visual
acuity.

 Precipitation: Mist, light drizzle, or snow flurries increase
effective visual range by one range band. Steady rain or snowfall
increase it by two range bands. A heavy downpour or blizzard
increases it by three range bands.

* Fog: Morning haze increases effective visual range by one
range band. Light or patchy fog increase it by two range bands.
Dense fog increases it by four range bands.

e Sand/Dust/Smoke: Airborne particulate matter isn't
technically precipitation, but it imposes penalties in a similar
Light particulates (i.e. occasional windblown swirls,

campfire smoke) increase effective visual range by one range
band. Steady particulates (i.e. strong windblown sheets, structure
 or forest fire smoke) increase it by two range bands. Dense

' particulates (i.e. dust storms, burning tires, smoke grenades or
- generators) increase it by three range bands.

v \ff";si"""' i

ST o AP M e

Strong winds affect all airborne objects, both projectiles and
vehicles. Exceptionally high wind speeds can also affect the ability
of personnel and ground vehicles to move safely. From lightest to
strongest, wind conditions are as follows.

e Mild: Calm air and mild wind (up to 39 km/hr or Beaufort
0-5) have no game effect.

e Moderate: Moderate wind (40-62 km/hr or Beaufort 6-7)
is enough to raise large waves and whips their crests into foam,
make trees move, turn umbrellas inside-out, make wires and
cables whistle, and raise clouds of blowing sand or dust. Ranged
attacks suffer a —1 penalty at distances past optimum range, as
do skill checks involving fine manipulation. Control checks with
ground vehicles suffer a —1 penalty, while those with aircraft and
watercraft suffer a —2.

e Strong: Strong wind (63-87 km/hr or Beaufort 8-9)
can raise 3-meter waves, break small branches from trees, strip
exterior fixtures from buildings, and impede personal movement.
All penalties from moderate wind are increased by 1. In addition, a
character standing upright moves as if he had a slight leg injury.

e Major Storm: Winds severe enough to be classified as
storm force (over 88 km/hr or Beaufort 10+) inflict increased or
additional penalties at the GM'’s discretion. Such weather events
are likely to be major plot points in and of themselves, inflicting
devastation over a wide area.

Temperature Extremes

Humans — and, in most cases, the equipment they design
— operate best at temperatures between 5 and 25 degrees Celsius
(41 to 77 degrees Fahrenheit). Outside this range, unprotected
individuals begin to risk temperature-related injuries over hours
or even minutes of activity, and fatigue (see p. 172) accrues at an
accelerated rate. Machinery fares no better, suffering degradation
of function and even losing structural integrity. Lubricants break
down or congeal, battery fluids freeze, metals and plastics lose
structural integrity, and increased resistance impedes normal
function in electronics. From highest to lowest, the possible
temperature ranges in a normal terrestrial environment are:

e Extremely Hot: Temperatures in excess of 35°C (95°F)
are extremely hot. In extremely hot temperatures, sleep and
rest provide only half their normal benefit, characters require 2
additional liters of water per day, all light work counts as heavy
work for purposes of fatigue, and heavy work’s fatigue effects
are doubled. In addition, the Maintenance requirements of all
equipment are increased by 100%.

* Hot: Conditions between 25°C and 35°C (77°F to 95°F) are
considered hot for game purposes. In hot temperatures, characters
require 1 additional liter of water per day, and heavy work’s fatigue
effects are increased by 50%. In addition, the Maintenance
requirements of all equipment are increased by 50%.

e Mild: The temperature range between 5°C and 25°C
(41°F to 77°F) is nominal for both characters and equipment. No
penalties apply to activity in mild temperatures.

e Cold: Between —10°C and 5°C (14°F to 41°F), characters are
operating in cold conditions. In cold conditions, rest provides only
half its normal benefit, characters require 125% of their normal
food intake, and heavy work’s fatigue effects are increased by 50%.
In addition, the Maintenance requirements of all equipment are
increased by 50%.

e Extremely Cold: Temperatures below —10°C (14°F) are
extremely cold. Sleep is considered inactivity, and inactivity

is considered light work. The fatigue effects of heavy work are . »

increased by 50%. In addition, the body’s increased need to
burn calories for warmth increases food requirements to 150% of
normal. Finally, the Maintenance requirements of all equipment
are increased by 100%. 3




Noise
A certain amount of background noise is inescapable in most

situations, and it’s a condition under which most individuals can a4t
function with no problem. However, characters tend to expose o o
themselves to painfully loud noises on a regular basis, with the . ,*_5

possibility of both permanent and temporary hearing loss.

Note that in the case of all of the following penalties to v
Awareness-based task checks, the rules assume that hearing is . o
only one component of the character’s total situational awareness. R
These penalties are doubled for any task that is exclusively .
hearing-based, such as listening to a conversation through a wall
or identifying a firearm’s caliber by the noise of a single shot. If this
generates a penalty worse than —5, the task is impossible because oy 1
the ambient noise level is too high for clear perception. R -

_From quietest to loudest, ambient noise levels and their
effects are: agitpary 4

e Dead Silence: When the loudest audible noise is under > y o,
25 decibels (i.e. whispering, human breathing, insect wings), dead e ‘f'
silence exists. A character with normal hearing can literally hear a
pin drop in these conditions. Dead silence provides a +1 bonus to
all Awareness-based task checks that rely on hearing. In addition,
it also provides a +1 bonus to all tasks requiring prolonged —~ w
concentration (GM'’s discretion, but most extended tasks based on g o~ TR
Cognition or Education should quality). ' ¥

e Quiet: Quiet background noise includes soft conversation, N A
normal calm or breezy wind conditions, or the sounds of a deserted 3
forest or city street at night. In such circumstances, ambient noise
ranges from 25 to 50 decibels. Quiet is considered the default
noise level and has no game effect.

e Distracting: Noise levels from 50 to 80 decibels are
considered distracting. These are present in busy city streets,
moderate to strong winds, crowded restaurants, the interior
of normal passenger vehicles, and a gunfight involving only
suppressed pistol-caliber firearms. Distracting noise levels aren’t
harmful, but do interfere with perception and concentration, ;
inflicting a —1 penalty on relevant checks (as per Dead Silence). e

e Loud: Loud noise ranges from 80 to 105 decibels. Sources
of loud noise include factory machinery, large and restless crowds,
gale-force or stronger winds, normal home stereo systems at
maximum volume, and the operating noises of motorcycles and
heavy vehicles. Prolonged exposure to loud noise levels can cause
hearing loss, but at this stage this is a roleplaying rather than
mechanical effect. Mechanically speaking, the penalties inflicted
by loud noise levels rise to —2. These penalties are persistent even
after the ambient noise level drops, being reduced by 1 for every 10
minutes of lesser noise.

e Industrial: Noise of 105 to 130 decibels is considered
industrial-strength. Jackhammers, heavily-customized car
stereo systems, rock concerts, screaming mobs, air raid sirens,
and suppressed low-caliber rifle fire all generate industrial noise.
Noise in this range is actively painful to characters without hearing
protection, and every encounter with this level of noise can cause
incremental hearing loss. The penalty inflicted by industrial noise
levels is —3 and is persistent, being reduced by 1 for every 30
minutes of lesser noise.

In addition, whenever your character suffers prolonged ~__-_:*_.‘*
exposure to industrial noise, make a Fitness (TN +5) check. If P
the check fails, the character permanently receives the Reduced Y ado .
Acuity (Hearing) disadvantage at 1 point (if he has the Increased =

Acuity [Hearing] advantage, its value is reduced by 1; if he already =~ = .
has Reduced Acuity [Hearing] at 1 point, no further dam